/ 


.: 


DUKE  UNIVERSITY 


LIBRARY 


The  Glenn  Negley  Collection 
of  Utopian  Literature 


THE 


ADVENTURES 


O    F 


TELEMACHUS, 


THE 

SON    of    ULYSSES. 

Tranflated  from  the  French  of 

Mefiire    Francis    Salignac    dc   la    Mothe- 
Fen  el  on,  Archbiftiop  of  Cambray, 

B    Y 

T.    SMOLLETT,    M.  D. 
VOL.         II. 

LONDON 

Printed  for  S.  Crowder,  T.Longman,  G.  Robinson, 
R.  Baldwin,  and  E.  Johnston, 

mdcclxxvu 


the       r-i  b^a 

ADVENTURES 

O  F 

TE  LEMACHUS, 


BOOK     XII. 

THE      ARGUMENT. 

Nejlor,  in  the  name  of  the  allies,  demands  ajfiflance 
of  Idomeneus  again)}  their  enemies  the  Daunians. 
Mentor,  who  ivas  defirous  of  ejlablifoing  a  good 
order  and  police  in  Salentum,  and  of  engaging  the 
people  to  apply  themfehes  to  agriculture,  prevailed 
upon  them  to  accept  of  Telemachus  at  the  head  of 
an  hundred  noble  Cretans.  After  his  departure^ 
Mentor  takes  an  exacl  furvey  of  the  city  and  port ; 
informs  himfelf  of  every  particular  ;  direcls  Ido- 
rneneus  to  make  feveral  regulations  in  regard  to 
commerce  and  police,  and  to  divide  his  people  into 
feven  clajfcs,  whom  he  dijlinguijhed  by  different 
drejfes,  according  to  their  rank  and  birth  \  he  pre- 
vails upon  him  to  fupprefs  luxury  and  ufelefs  arts, 
in  order  to  ernploy  thofe  ivho  praclifed  then  in 
agriculture,  which  is  rendered  an  honourable  occu- 
pation. 
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TH  E  whole  army  of  ihe  allies  had  now 
pitched  their  tents,  and  the  fields  were 
covered  all  over  with  rich  pavilions  of  all  forts 
of  colours,  in  which  the  fatigued  Hefperians  had 
laid  themfelves  down  to  reft.  When  the  kings 
entered  Salentum,  they  were  amazed  to  find  fo 
many  magnificent  edifices  erected  in  fo  fnort  a 
time,  and  that  the  embarrafiment  of  fo  great  a 
war  had  not  prevented  the  fudden  increafe  and 
cmbellifhment  of  the  infant  city. 

They  admired  the  wifdom  and  vigilance  of 
Idomeneus,  the  founder  of  fuch  a  hopeful  ftate  ; 
and  they  all  agreed,  that  fhould  he,  now  that 
the  peace  was  concluded,  join  the  allies  againfl 
the  Daunians,  their  ftrength  would  be  confider- 
ably  increafed.  They  therefore  propofed  he 
fhould  engage  in  their  confederacy  ;  and,  as  he 
could  not  well  reject  fo  reasonable  a  propofal, 
he  promifed  to  fupply  them  with  a  reinforcement 
of  troops  :  but,  as  Mentor  knew  well,  what- 
ever was  neceffary  to  render  a  ftate  flourishing, 
lie  was  convinced  Idomeneus  could  not  be  [o 
powerful  as  he  appeared  j  taking  him  therefore 
afide,  he  addreiled  him  thus  : 

*c  You  fee,  our  cares  have  not  been  unfuc- 
ccfsful.  Salentum  is  now  fecured  from  the  cala- 
mities by  which  it  was  threatened.  It  will  now 
be  your  own  fault,    if  you  do  not  raife  the  glory 
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t)f  it  to  heaven,  and  equal  your  grandfather  ?v!i- 
nos  in  wifdom,  and  the  good  government  of  your 
fubjects.       I  fhall  continue  ftill  to  fpeak  to  you 
with  freedom,  prefuming  that  you  chufe  1  fnould 
do  fo,    and  that  you  have  an  averficn  to  flattery* 
While  thefe  kings  were  admiring  and  extoliing 
your  magnificence,   I  reflected  within  myfelf  on 
the  temerity   of  your   conduct."     At   the  word 
Temerity,  Idomeneus  changed  colour.     His  look 
betrayed  confufion  ;    he  reddened*    and  had  well 
nigh  interrupted  Mentor  with    fome    expreffrons 
of  refentment  ;  when  the  fage,  in  a   modeft  and 
refpeclful    tone,    yet    ftill   with  honed:    freedom* 
proceeded  thus.       <c  I   plainly  perceive    you    are 
fhocked  at    the  word  Temerity  :   it  would    have 
been  wrong  in  any  one  befides  myfelf  to  have  made 
ufe  of  it ;  for  kings  ought   to  be  refpected,    and 
treated  with  delicacy*  even  when  reproved  :   truth 
is  apt  enough  of  itfelf  to  offend  them,  without  the 
addition  of  harfli  terms.       But  1  thought  I  might 
venture  to  fpeak  with  the  utmoft  plainefs,  when 
I  was  going  to  make  you  fenMble  of  your  errors. 
My  defign  was  to  accuftom  you   to    hear   things 
called  by  their  proper  names  ;    and   to   convince 
you,   that  when  others  offer  their  advice  touch- 
ing your    conduit,    they    will    never  venture   to 
fay  all    they  think.       If  you    would  not   be  de- 
ceived,   you  muff  always  fuppofe  more  than  they 
will  venture  to  fay   upon    difagreeable   fubje&s. 
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As  for  me,  I  could  eafily  (often  my  expreffions 
to  your  talle  ;  but  it  is  for  your  advantage  that 
I,  who  am  not  fwayed  by  any  private  intereir, 
nor  aiTume  a  character  of  any  importance,  fhould 
fpeak  to  you  in  private  without  reftraint  or  re- 
ferve.  None  elfe  will  ever  dare  to  do  fo,  and 
confequently  you  will  fee  the  truth  but  by  halves, 
and  even  then  difguifed  in  gaudy  colours. " 

At  thefe  words,  Idomeneus,  recovered  from  his 
nrfr,  emotion,  feemed  afhamed  of  his  punctilious 
temper  :  "  You  fee,"  faid  he  to  Mentor,  u  what 
it  is  to  be  ufed  to  flattery.  But  as  I  am  indebted 
to  you  for  the  fecurity  of  my  infant  realm,  there 
is  no  truth  that  I  will  not  hear  with  pleafure 
from  your  mouth.  Let  companion  plead  for  an 
unhappy  king,  poifoned  by  flattery,  and  who, 
even  in  his  misfortunes,  never  found  any  man 
generous  enough  to  tell  him  the  truth.  No,  I 
never  found  one  man  who  loved  me  well  enough 
to  hazard  my  difpleafure  by  telling  me  the  whole 

truth." 

As  he  fpoke  thefe  words,  the  tears  {tarted  in 
his  eyes,  and  he  embraced  Mentor  tenderly.  - . 
Then  the  fao-e  old  man  refumed  the  thread  of 
his  difcourfe.  "  It  gives  me  pain  to  be  obliged 
to  fay  any  thing  harm  and  difagreeable  to  you  ; 
but  ought  I  to  betray  you  to  ruin,  by  concealing 
the  truth  ?  Suppofe  yourfelf  in  my  place,  and 
then  judge:    if  you  have  been   abufed   hitherto, 
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it  was  becaufe  you  chofe   to   be   deceived  ;    and 
was  afraid  to  meet  with  too  much    fincerity   in 
your  counfellors.     Did    you   ever  endeavour  to 
find  fuch  as  were  truly   difinterefted,  and  would 
venture  to  contradict  you  ?    Have  you  been  care- 
ful to  chufe  thofe  who  were  lea  ft  forward  to  make 
their  court  ;    who    difcovered  the  leaft  felfimnefs 
in  their  conduct,    and    were   moll  likely  to  con- 
demn   your     unreafonable     prejudices   and    paf- 
fions  ?    When  you  found   yourfelf  flattered,    did 
you    banifli    from    your   pretence    the  flatterers  ? 
Or,  did  you  diftrufr   their  adulation  ?   No,  no  ; 
you  did  not  act  the  part  of  thofe   who  love    the 
truth,  and  deferve  to  know  it.       Let  us  fee  now 
whether  you  can  yet  bear  to  have  the  truth  told 
you,   and    your  condufl    cenfurcd,     I   fay  again 
then,  that  you  deferve  nothing  but  blame  for  that 
very    conduct    which    was    fo    highly    extolled. 
While  you  had  fo  many    enemies  without    your 
walls  abroad,  who    threatened    your    infant    fet- 
tlement,    you    thought    of    nothing    within    but 
erecting  magnificent  edifices.     It  was  that  which 
occafioned  you  fo   many   anxious  uneafy  nights, 
as  you  have  yourfelf  acknowledged.     You  have 
exhaufted  your  treafure,  and    never  thought   ei- 
ther of  multiplying  your   people,    or  cultivating 
the    fertile    lands  upon    this  coaft.     Ought  you 
not  to  have  regarded   thefe  two   things,   as  the 
only  folid   foundations  of  your  power  -,    namely, 
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to  have  a  great  number  of  induftrious  fubjects  * 
and  lands  well    cultivated    for  their  fubfiftence  ? 
A  long  peace  in    the  infancy  of  your  ftate,  was 
neceffary    to   favour   population.  '    Your    whole 
attention  fhould   have    been  devoted    to  agricul- 
ture,   and  the  enacting  wife  laws.     But  idle  am- 
bition hath  brought  you    to  the    very    brink    of 
ruin.     By  aiming  at  appearing  great    and    pow- 
erful,  you  have  gone  near  to  deftroy   your    real 
power  and  greatnefs.     Lofe  no  time  then  in  re- 
pairing your  faults  :    difcontinue   all  your  mag- 
nificent ftructures  ;    renounce  that  affectation   of 
pomp  and  grandeur  which  would  ruin  your  new 
city  ;   fuffer  your  people  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
peace  ;  and  endeavour  to  introduce  plenty  among 
them,  in    order  to  facilitate  marriage.     Remem- 
ber you  are  only  king,   as  you  have  fubjects  to 
govern  ;    and  that  your  power  is  not  to  be  mea- 
fured    by  the  extent  of  your  territories,   but   by 
the  number,  fubmiffion,   and   attachment  of  the 
inhabitants.      Let  the  land,   of  which   you    take 
polleflion,    be  good,   though  not  very  extenfive  ; 
fill  it  with  great  numbers  of  induftrious  people, 
under  good  regulations  ;    and  ftudy  to  conciliate 
their  affection.     Then    will   you   be  more   pow- 
erful, more  happy,  and  acquire  more  glory,  than 
all  thofc  conquerors  that  lay  wafce  fo  many  king- 
doms.'3 
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<c  How  (hall  I  behave  then,  with  refpecl:  to  thefe 
kings  V*  faid  Idomeneus  :  "  fhall  I  confefs  my 
weaknefs  ?  True  it  is,  I  have  neglected  agri- 
culture, and  even  commerce,  for  which  I  am 
fo  advantageoufiy  fituated,  and  minded  nothing 
but  building  a  magnificent  city.  Muir.  I  then, 
my  dear  Mentor,  difcover  my  imprudence,  and 
thereby  expofe  myfelf  to  fhame  and  diirionour  in 
fuch  an  afiembly  of  kings  ?  If  I  mud,  I  will 
without  hefitation,  whatever  it  may  coft  me  ; 
for  you  have  taught  me  that  a  true  king  ought  to 
confider  himfelf  as  made  for  the  good  of  his  peo- 
ple, as  bound  to  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  their 
fervice,  and  to  prefer  their  fafety  to  his  own 
reputation. " 

'•  "  Such  fentiments,"  replied  Mentor,  n  arc 
worthy  of  the  father  of  his  people  ;  by  this  ex- 
prefTion  of  beneficence,  and  not  by  the  vain  mag- 
nificence of  your  city,  I  recognize  in  you  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  a  good  king.  But 
the  interefr.  of  the  ftate  requires  that  care  be 
taken  of  your  honour.  Leave  that  care  to  me  ; 
I  will  give  thofe  kings  to  underftand  that  you 
have  engaged  to  re-inflatc  UlyiTes,  if  he  is  yet 
alive,  or  at  lead  his  fon,  on  the  throne  of  Ithaca  ; 
and  to  drive  from  thence  all  the  lovers  of  Pene- 
lope. Such  an  undertaking,  they  will  eafily  fee, 
muir  require  a  confiderable  body  of  troops ;  and 
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therefore,  they  will  be  content  to  accept,  at  firir, 
of  a  fmall  reinforcement  againft  the  Daunians." 
At  thefe  words,  Idomeneus  looked  like  a  man 
difene umbered  of  a  heavy  burden.  "  By  con- 
cealing from  my  neighbours,"  faid  he  to  Mentor, 
•f  my  weaknefs  and  diftrefs,  you  will  fave,  my 
dear  friend,  my  honour,  and  the  reputation  of 
this  infant  fettlement.  But,  with  what  proba- 
bility can  you  alledge  that  I  intend  to  fend  fome 
troops  to  fet  UlyfTes,  or  at  leaft  his  fon,  on  the 
throne  of  Ithaca,  when  Telemachus  himfelf  hath 
engaged  to  ferve  in  perfon  in  the  war  againft  the 
Daunians  ?"  "  Give  yourfelf  no  uneafinefs  on 
that  fcore,"  replied  Mentor  ;  "  I  mall  fay  no- 
thing but  what  is  true.  Some  of  the  mips  you 
propofe  to  fend  out  with  a  view  to  eftablim  your 
commerce,  will  touch  at  Epirus,  and  perform 
two  fervices  at  the  fame  time  5  one,  by  alluring 
to  your  coaft  the  foreign  traders  who  have  re- 
nounced all  traffic  with  Salentum,  difcouraged 
by  the  heavy  duties  you  impofed  -,  the- other,  in 
making  enquiry  about  Uiyiles,  If"  he  is  (till 
alive,  he  cannot  be  far  from  thofe  feas  that  di- 
vide Greece  from  Italy  ;  and  it  is  confidently 
reported,  that  he  was  lately  ken  among  the 
Pheacians.  Even  though  there  fhould  be  no 
hopes  of  feeing  him  again,  yet  your  mips  will 
do  a  fignal  fervice  to  his  fon  :  they  will  fprcad 
through  Ithaca,    and   all  the  neighbouring  ftates 
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the  terror   of  the  name  of  young  Telemachus, 
who  is  fuppofed  to  be  dead  as  well   as  his  father. 
Penelope's  lovers  will  be  thunder-ftuck  to  hear, 
that  he  is  upon  the  point  of  returning,  fupported 
by  a  powerful  ally  •  the  Ithacians  will  be  deterred 
from  a  revolt ;  and,  Penelope  being   comforted, 
willperfifr  in  refufing  to  admit  a  fecond  hufband. 
Thus  will  you  ferve  Telemachus,  while  he  fup- 
plies  your  place  in  the  army  of  the  Italian  allies 
that  is  to  a&  againft  the  Daunians."     Here  Ido- 
meneus  exclaimed  :    "   Happy   the  king  who   is 
guided  by  wife  counfeliors  J    a  wife  and  faithful 
friend   is  more  ferviceable  to  a  king,    than  vic- 
torious armies.      But  doubly  happy  is  the  fove- 
reign,   who  is   fenfible  of  this  his  happinefs,  and 
who  knows  how  to  make  the  moft  of  it  by  fol- 
lowing good  counfels  !   for  our  confidence  is  of- 
ten with- held  from  wife  and  virtuous  men,  whofe 
integrity  is  dreaded,   while  we  lend  a  willing  ear 
to  flatterers,    whofe    treachery  gives  no    difgufh 
I  myfelf  have  fallen    in    that   fnare  ;    and,    at  a 
proper  time,  I  will    inform  you  of  all    the  mis- 
fortunes that  were  brought    upon  me  by    a   falfe 
friend,    who  flattered  my  paffions,   in   hopes  that 
I  would  flatter  his  in  return." 

Mentor  found  no  difficulty  in  perfuading  the 
allied  kings  that  Idomeneus  had  charged  himfelf 
with  the  affairs  of  Telemachus,  while  the  youth 
himfelf  ihould  krve  in  their  army.      They  were 
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fatisfied  to  have  among  them  the  young  fon  of 
Ulyilcs,  together  with  a  hundred  young  Cretans, 
whom  Idomeneus  gave  him  as  companions  in 
the  war  :  they  were  the  flower  of  the  young  no- 
bles, whom  he  had  brought  with  him  from  Crete. 
They  took  the  field  in  confequence  of  Mentor's 
advice.  "  Care,"  faid  he,  lt  muff,  be  taken  of 
population  in  time  of  peace  ;  but,  left  the  whole 
nation  fhould  fink  into  effeminacy,  and  igno- 
rance of  the  art  of  war,  it  is  proper  that  the 
young  nobility  be  fent  to  the  wars  abroad.  Thefe 
will  be  fufficient  to  keep  up  in  the  whole  nation 
an.  emulation  for  glory,  in  the  love  of  arms,  in 
a  contempt  of  hardfhip  and  death  itielf,  and 
in  military  (kill." 

The  confederate  kings  then  left  Salentum, 
fatisfied  with  Idomeneus,  and  charmed  with  the 
wifdom  of  Mentor.  It  gave  them,  in  particular,, 
great  joy  that  they  had  Telemachus  in  their  ar- 
my :  but  be  himfelf  was  greatly  affected  at  part- 
ins  with  his  friend  Mentor.  While  the  allied 
kings  were  taking  their  leave  of  Idomeneus,  and 
afiuring  him,  that  they  wouM  inviolably  obferve 
the  peace,  Telemachus  (lied  a  flood  of  tears  in 
the  bofom  of  Mentor,  who  held  him  clafped  in 
his  arms.  "  The  grief,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  feel 
at  parting  with  my  friend,  makes  me  infenfible 
to  the  joy  that  the  hope  of  acquiring  glory  would 
otherwife  infpire.     Methinks   I    fee  again    that 
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melancholy  occafion  when  the  Egyptians  tore 
me  from  your  arms,  and  carried  me  far  away, 
without  any  hopes  of  ever  feeing  you  more." 
Mentor  comforted  the  youth  with  the  moil:  footh- 
ing  expreflions  of  friendfhip.  "  There  is  a  great 
difference, "  faid  he,  "  betwixt  this  feparation, 
and  that  you  mention.  This  is  voluntary,  and 
will  be  iliort.  Befides,  you  are  going  in  queft 
of  victory  and  triumph.  I  could  wifhj  my  fon, 
that  your  love  for  me  were  lefs  tender,  and  more 
manly  ;  you  mufr.  learn  to  bear  my  abfence ; 
you  will  not  have  mealwavs  with  you  :  you  mud 
rely  upon  your  ov/n  wifdom  and  virtue,  and  not 
on  me,  for  your  conduct  and  direction,"  As 
he  fpoke  thefe  words,  the  gcddefs  concealed 
under  the  figure  of  Mentor,  covered  Telemachus 
with  her  aegis,  infpiring  him  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  forefight,  intrepid 
valour  and  calm  moderation  ;  virtues  that  are 
felubm  found  united.  cc  Go,"  fa  Id  Mentor, 
*c  and  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  greateil  dangers, 
as  often  as  there  mall  be  occafion.  A  prince 
difgraces  himfelf  more  by  fhunning  danger  in 
time  of  action,  than  if  he  never  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  field.  The  perfonal  courage  of 
him  who  has  the  command  of  an  army,  muft 
never  be  doubtful.  If  it  nearly  concerns  a  peo- 
ple to  preferve  their  king  or  commander,  it  ftilr 
more  nearly  concerns   them,   that  no  doubts  be 

B  b  eats*- 


12        THE    ADVENTURES 

entertained  in  regard  to  his  valour.  Remem- 
ber, that  he  who  has  the  command  ought  to  be 
a  pattern  to  all  the  reft  ;  and  animate  the  whole 
army  by  his  example.  Do  not,  therefore,  O  Te- 
Jemachus,  decline  any  danger,  but  chufe  rather 
to  lofe  your  life,  than  have  your  courage  called 
in  queftion.  Thofe  fycophants  who  are  moft 
carneft  in  difiuading  you  from  expofing  yourfelf 
to  danger,  even  when  the  occaiion  requires  it, 
will  be  the  firft  to  affirm  in  private  that  you 
wanted  courage,  if  they  find  it  eafy  to  prevail 
upon  you  to  forbear  hazarding  your  perfon.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  muft  not  court  danger 
vmnccefiarily.  Valour  can  be  no  farther  a  virtue, 
than  as  it  is  regulated  by  prudence  :  it  is  other- 
wife  a  mad  contempt  of  death,  and  a  blind 
brutal  fury.  Befides,  fuch  an  extravagant  valour 
cannot  be  depended  upon.  He  that  is  not  maf- 
ter  of  himfelf  in  time  of  danger,  is  rather  fool- 
hardy than  brave ;  to  fet  him  above  fear,  he 
muft  needs  be  firft  befide  himfelf  -9  becaufe  he 
cannot  furmount  his  terrors  by  the  natural  effort 
of  his  reafon.  As  that  is  the  cafe,  if  he  docs 
not  fly,  he  is  at  leaft  difordered  j  he  lofes  that 
faculty  of  the  underftanding  which  is  abfolutely 
necefiary  to  give  proper  orders,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  accidents  and  opportunities  to  vanquifli 
the  enemy,  and  do  fignal  fervice  to  his  country. 
If  he  has  all  the  ardor  of  a   fol'Jier,   he   wants 

the 
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the  prefence  of  mind  of  a  commander.  Nay, 
he  has  not  even  the  real  courage  of  a  common 
foldier  ;  for  this  laft  ought  to  preferve  in  bat- 
tle that  prefence  of  mind  and  recollection  fuffi- 
cient  to  obey  fuch  orders  as  he  may  receive. 
He  who  rafhly  expofes  himfelf  to  danger,  tref- 
paffes  upon  difcipline,  diflurbs  the  order  of  the 
troops,  fets  an  example  of  temerity,  and  is  often 
the  occafion  of  great  difafters.  Thofe  who  pre- 
fer their  vain  ambition  to  the  intereft  and  fafety 
of  the  common  caufe,  deferve  chaftifement  in- 
ftead  of  recompence.  Beware  then,  my  dear 
fon,  of  being  too  impatient  in  the  purfuit  of 
glory.  The  fureft  way  to  find  it  is  to  wait  pa- 
tiently for  a  favourable  opportunity,  Virtue  is 
always  revered  in  proportion  to  her  fimplicity, 
modefty,  and  contempt  of  oftentation.  As  the 
neceffity  of  encountering  danger  becomes  more 
urgent,  the  refources  of  courage  and  of  forefi2;ht 
ousht  to  increafe.  Remember  befides  to  avoid 
all  occafion  of  exciting  envy  ;  and  on  your  fide 
beware  of  entertaining  the  leafl  emotion  of  jea- 
loufy  at  the  fuccefs  of  others.  Praife  all  that 
is  praife-worthy  j  but  beftow  your  applaufe  with 
judgment  :  extol  merit  with  plcafure  ;  conceal 
failings  ;  and  if  you  cannot  forget  them,  at 
leaft  remember  them  with  regret.  Do  not  take 
upon  you  peremptorily  to  decide  in  the  prefence 
of  thofe  ancient  captains  who  are  pofTcfled  of  that 

expe- 
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experience  which  you  cannot  pretend   to   have  ; 
hear    them  with  deference  and  refpect  :    confult 
them,   and  beg  to  be  inftructed    by   the  ableft  of 
them  ;    nor  blufh  to  afcribe  to  their  initruclions 
whatever  you  do  with  approbation  and  applaufe. 
Laitly,    never  give  ear   to  ihofe  who  would   ex- 
cite in  you  a  jealoufy,    or  diilruit  of  the  ether 
chiefs,    with  whom    I  would    advife    you  to   be 
frank,   open,    and    ingenuous.       If  you    fliould 
think,  that  you  had  reafon    to  complain  of  their 
behaviour,   open   your    heart   to   them  ;    explain 
your  grievances.     If  they  are  capable  of  difcern- 
ing  the  noblenefs  of  fuch  conduct,   they  will  be 
charmed    with  it  j    and   you    will    obtain  all  the 
fatisfaciion    you  can   reaibnably  expect.       [^  on 
the  contrary,    they  are    not    reafonable    enough 
to    fee    and     acknowledge    the  juftice    of    your 
complaint,  you  will  learn  from  your  own  obferv- 
ation  what  mortifications  you    may  ex  peel;  from 
their  injuftice  ;  and  take  your  meafures  for  avoid- 
ing  all    further  difputes,    until  the  war  is  at  an 
end.      Thus  you  will  have  nothing  to  reproach 
yourfelf  with.       Eut    above    all    things,    beware 
of  fruiting    certain    perfidious    fycophants,  who 
make  it  their  bufinefs    to    fow  divifion  with  the 
grounds    of  complaint   you     may    imagine   you 
have  againft   the   chiefs    of    the    army.     As    for 
myfelf,  I  fhall    remain    with  Idomeneus,  to  affift 
him  in  his  neceffary  labours  for  the  good   of  his 

people^ 
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people,  and  in  repairing  all  thofe  faults  which 
flatterers  and  weak  counfellers  have  induced  him 
to  commit  in  laying  the  foundations  of  his  new 
kingdom/' 

Here   Telemachus   could   not   help  expreiling- 
to  Mentor  fome  furprize  at,  and    even   contempt 
for,   the  conduct  of  Idomeneus.       But    Mentor 
immediately  checked  him  :    ii  Are  you  furprifed,'r 
faid  he  with   a    feverity  of  tone,    M  that  men  of 
the  greater!    worth  are    {till    but  men,    and    di£- 
cover  fome  human  foibles    amidft  the   innumer- 
able   fnares    and    perplexities    infeparable    from 
royalty  ?     Idomeneus,    it     is    true,,    hath    been 
brought  up  in  pride  and  pageantry.       But  what 
philofopher,  had  he  been  in  his  place,  would  not 
have   been   the  worfe    for   flattery  ?    It   mufl  be 
owned,  indeed,  that  he  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  too- 
much  influenced  by  thofe  who  had  his  confidence: 
but  even  the  wifeft   kings   are   often  milled  and 
deceived,     notwithstanding    all    the    precautions 
they  can  take  againft  deceit  and  mifin formation. 
As  a  king  cannot    do   every    thing    himfelf,    he 
mud  have  minifters  to  aftift  him,  whom  he  muft 
alfo  fometimes  truft.  Befides,  a  king  cannot  know 
thofe  about  him  fo  well  as  private  men,  fmce  they 
always    wear   a    malk    before   him,    and    employ 
every  kind  of  artifice  for  his  deception,      Alas  J 
my  dear  Telemachus,  you   will   one   day    be   too 
Well  convinced  of  this  difadvantage.    It  is  hardly 

polli  ble 
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poffible  to  find  in  men  either  the  virtues  or  the 
talents  that  are  wanted.  In  vain  do  kings  en- 
deavour to  ftudy  and  inveitigate  the  characters 
of  men,  they  continually  find  themfelves  mif- 
takcn.  Nay,  even  the  better  fort  of  men  are 
hardly  ever  brought  to  aft  up  to  the  occafions  of 
the  common  weal.  They  have  their  humours, 
their  different  views,  their  jarring  interefls,  and 
their  jealoufies.  It  is  difficult  either  to  con- 
vince their  prejudices,  or  correct  their  obfti- 
nacy. 

"  The  more  extenfive  any  prince's  dominions 
are,  the  more  minifters  he  muft  have  to  under- 
take thofe  meafures  which  he  cannot  execute  in 
his  own  perfon  :  and  the  more  occafion  there  is 
for  minifters  veiled  with  delegated  power,  the 
greater  is  the  danger  of  being  deceived  in  the 
choice  of  fuch  inilruments.  He  who  to  day 
cenfures  and  condemns  kings  with  the  utmoft 
feverity,  would,  if  made  a  king  himfelf  to-mor- 
row, behave  worfe,  and  commit  the  fame  faults, 
or  greater  ftill.  A  private  ftation,  accompanied 
with  a  little  judgment  and  eloquence,  hides  every 
natural  defect,  fets  off  fhining  talents,  and  makes 
a  man  appear  capable  and  worthy  of  the  higheft 
employments,  from  which  he  is  fo  far  removed  : 
but  the  authority  of  office  puts  both  virtues  and 
talents  to  a  fevcre  trial,  and  brings  capital  de- 
fects to  view. 

M  Gran- 
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"  Grandeur  is  like  certain  glafTes  that  magnify 
every  object.     In  high  ftations  where  trifles  have 
often  great  effeas,   and  where  flight  faults  often 
produce   the   moft  fatal  confequences,  every  de- 
feel    appears  more  glaringly.      Every    body    has 
his  eyes  upon  him,  who  is  highly  elevated  above 
others,  watching  his  conducl:,   and   criticifing   it 
with  the    utmoft  feverity.     Yet    they    are    alto- 
gether unacquainted  with  his  fituation,  and  know* 
nothing  of  the  difficulties  he  has  to  ftruggle  with. 
They  will  not   allow  him    to    have   any  human 
weakneiTes  and  failings,  but  expect  he  fhould  be 
altogether  perfe&.     But   a    kin?-,   however    wife 
and   good    he   may  be,   is   frill    but  a  man.     As 
fuch,  both  his  underftanding  and  virtue  muft  be 
limited    and  imperfect.      As  fuch  he  muft  have 
paflions,  humours,  habits,   which    he  cannot  al- 
ways controul.    He  is  furrounded  by  artful,  mer- 
cenary men,  and  cannot  find  that  affiftance  which 
he  would  gladly  ufe.     Every  day  he  is   led    into 
fome  error,  either  by  his  own  paflions,    or   thofe 
of  his  minifters.       Scarce   has    he    repaired   one 
fault,    when  he  falls  into  another.     Such  is    the 
condition   of  kings,    the  moft    enlightened,  and 
the  moft  virtuous. 

"  The  longeft  and  beft  reigns  have  neither  time 
nor  virtue  fufficient  abfolutely  to  retrieve  the 
errors  unwillingly  committed  in  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  the  ftate.     Such  are  the  difad vantages 

and 
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and  difcouragements  that  kings  labour  under. 
They  are  to  be  pitted  and  excufed  ;  the  burden 
they  have  to  bear,  being  too  great  for  human 
weaknefs.  Are  they  not  to  be  pitied,  in  having 
fuch  numbers  to  govern,  whofe  wants  are  infi- 
nite, and  who  give  fo  fuch  trouble  and  uneafi- 
nefs  to  thofe  who  would  govern  them  well  ? 
And,  indeed,  it  mud  be  owned,  that  men  are 
alfo  much  to  be  pitied,  in  that  they  are  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  government  of  a  man  fuch  as 
themfelves  ;  for,  to  reform  mankind  would  re- 
quire the  power  and  wifdom  of  the  gods  ?  But 
kings  are  certainly  no  lefs  to  be  pitied  ;  who, 
being  but  men  themfelves,  weak  and  imperfect-, 
have  fuch  an  innumerable  multitude  of  human 
creatures,  corrupt  and  deceitful,  to  govern." 

Telemachus  replied  with  fome  vivacity  : 
M  Idomeneus  loft  by  his  own  mi  (conduct  the 
crown  of  his  anceftors  in  Crete  ;  and  would  have 
loft  that  of  Salentum  alfo,  but  for  your  counfel." 
"  I  own,"  faid  Mentor,  "  he  hath  committed 
great  errors  ;  but  fee  if  you  can  find  in  Greece, 
or  in  any  other  of  the  molt  civilized  countries, 
a  kin;r  who  has  not  committed  fome  that  are 
altogether  inexcufable.  The  o-reateft  men  have 
in  their  conftitution,  temper,  and  character, 
certain  defects  that  unavoidably  lead  them  aftray  j 
and  the  moft  praifc- worthy  are  thofe  who  have 
the  greatnefs  of  mind  to  acknowledge  and  repair 

their 
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their  errors.  Do  you  imagine  that  UlyiTes,  the 
great  UlyiTes,  your  father,  the  moft  accompliihed 
of  all  the  Grecian  princes,  has  no  foibles,  no 
defects  ?  Had  not  Minerva  led  him,  as  it  were, 
by  the  hand,  hov/  often  would  his  courage  and 
vvifdom  have  failed  him  in  thofe  dangers  and 
difficulties,  amidft  which  he  hath  been  the  fport 
of  adverfe  fortune.  How  often  hath  Minerva 
retrained  and  reclaimed  him,  always  in  order  to 
lead  him  to  glory  by  the  paths  of  virtue  ?  Do 
not  expect  to  find  him  altogether  perfect,  when 
you  fhall  fee  him  fitting  with  fo  much  glory  on 
the  throne  of  Ithaca,  for  failings  you  will  cer- 
tainly find  in  him.  But  Greece,  Afia,  and  all 
the  ifles  of  the  fea  thought  him  worthy  of  ad- 
miration, notwithstanding  thefe  defects.  They 
were  hid  by  a  thoufand  great  qualities.  It  will 
be  your  happinefs  to  have  an  opportunity  alfo 
of  admiring  him,  and  forming  yourfelf  by  fo 
per  feci:  a  model. 

"  Learn,  OTelemachus,  not  to  expect  from  the 
greatefl  men  more  than  is  compatible  with  hu- 
man capacity.  Unexperienced  youth  are  apt  to 
indulge  a  prefumptuous  vein  of  cenfure,  that 
gives  them  a  diflike  to  all  thofe  whom  they  ought 
to  regard  as  patterns  for  their  imitation,  and 
renders  their  ignorance  incurable.  You  oueht 
not  only  to  love,  refpect,  and  imitate  your  fa- 
ther,  though  he  be  not  perfect,  but   you   ought 

even 
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even  to  have  a  high  efleem  for  Idomeneus,  not- 
withstanding all  that  I  have  blamed  in  his  con- 
duel.     He   is    by   nature   fincere,  upright,  juft, 
generous,  and   beneficent  ;    of  confummate    bra- 
very ,   detefting    all    fraud,    when  he  knows    it, 
and   is   left   to    follow    the  dictates  of  his    own 
heart.     All  his  exterior  qualifications  are  great, 
and  fuited  to  his  {ration.     His  candour  in  own- 
ing his  faults,    his  good  nature,  his  patience   in 
taking  the  harfheft  things  I  faid  to  him  in    good 
part,    his    magnanimity    in   acknowledging,  and 
publicly  repairing  his  errors,  thereby  raifing  him- 
felf  above  all  cenfure,    difcover  true  greatnefs  of 
mind.     Good  fortune,  or  good  counfel,  may  fe- 
cure    a   man  of  a    very   ordinary   capacity  from 
committing  certain  faults  ;  but  it  muft  be  a  high 
degree  of  virtue  that   engages    a  king,    Ion":  fe- 
duced  by  flattery,    to  repair   his    errors.      Thus 
to  rife,    is  more  glorious  than  never  to  have  fal- 
len.    The   faults   committed  by  Idomeneus    are 
fuch  as  are  natural  to  almoft  every  king  on  earth  : 
but  no  king  hath   ever  done    fo    much    towards 
his  own  reformation.     As  for  me,    I   could  not 
help  admiring  him  evea  when  he  allowed  me   to 
contradict  him,    without  exprefling  the  lead  im- 
patience.      Let  him  be  the   object   of  your    ad- 
miration alfo,  O  Telemachus  !  it  is  not  fo  much 
for  the  fake  of  his  reputation,  as  your  own  good, 
that  I  give  you  this  advice." 

Mentor, 
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Mentor,  by  thefe  reflections,  made  Telema- 
chus  fenfible  of  the  danger  of  being  unjuft,  in 
giving  way  to  fevere  ftricStures  on  the  conduct 
of  thofe  efpecially  who  are  incumbered  with  the 
difficulties  and  perplexities  of  adminiiiration. 
After  thefe  injunctions  :  "  It  is  now  time," 
faid  he,  ce  to  part  ;  adieu.  I  fhall  wait  at  Sa- 
lentum  till  you  return,  my  dear  Telemachus  ! 
and  remember,  that  thofe  who  fear  the  gods  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  men.  You  will  find  your- 
felf  expofed  to  the  greatefr.  dangers  ;  but  be  af- 
fured  that  Minerva  will  never  forfake  you  in 
emergencies." 

At  thefe  words,  Telemachus  had  almofl  per- 
ceived the  prefence  of  the  gcddefs,  and  would 
have  aclually  difcovered  it  was  me  who  made 
this  declaration,  to  infpire  him  with  hope  and 
afTurance,  had  me  not  recalled  the  idea  of  Men- 
tor, by  faying;  "  Forget  not,  my  fon,  the  pains 
I  took  when  you  was  a  child,  to  make  you  as 
wife  and  valiant  as  your  father.  See  that  you 
do  nothing  unworthy  of  his  great  example  ;  and 
of  thofe  maxims  of  virtue  which  1  have  endea- 
voured to  inculcate  in  your  tender  mind." 

The  fun  was  already  up,  and  gilded  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  when  the  kings  fet  out  from 
Salenturn  to  join  their  troops,  which  were  en- 
camped around  the  city.  They  forthwith  began 
their  march  under  the  banners  of  their  refpective 

com- 
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commanders.  On  all  hands  were  feen  the  pc- 
lifhed  fteel  of  bridling  pikes  ;  and  the  dazzling 
fplendor  of  their  glittering  fhields  ;  while  clouds 
of  duft  afcended  to  the  ikies.  Idomeneus  and 
Mentor  having  accompanied  the  confederate  kings 
to  fome  diilance  from  the  city,  at  laft  took  their 
leave,  after  the  warmeft  profeffions  of  friendfhip 
on  both  fides  ;  (o  that  the  allies  did  not  at  all 
doubt  but  the  peace  would  be  lafting,  now 
they  were  acquainted  with  the  integrity  of  Ido- 
meneus, who  had  been  reprefented  to  them  very 
different  from  what  he  really  was  ;  becaufe  a 
judgment  had  been  formed  of  his  character,  not 
from  his  own  fentiments,  but  from  the  bad 
meafures  he  had  adopted  by  the  advice  of  flat- 
terers. 

After  the  allied  army  had  retired,  idomeneus 
carried  Mentor  into  all  the  different  quarters  of 
the  city.  "  Let  us  fee,"  faid  Mentor,  "  what 
number  your  people  may  amount  to,  both  in  the 
town  and  country ;  let  lis  take  an  exact  ac* 
count  of  them.  Let  us  enquire  too  what  num- 
ber of  peafants  and  hufbandmen  there  may  be 
among  them,  and  how  much  wine,  oil,  and  other 
fruits  your  lands  produce,  one  year  with  another. 
Thus  Ihall  we  be  able  to  determine,  whether 
their  produce  is  fufRcient  to  maintain  all  the 
inhabitants,  and  whether  there  is  any  overplus'* 
wherewith    to    carry   on    a  beneficial    commerce 

with 
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with  foreign  countries.  We  mud  alfo  fee  what 
number  of  mips  and  failors  you  have  :  for  other- 
wife  we  cannot  judge  of  your  power."  He  vi- 
fited  the  port,  and  went  on  board  every  fhip  : 
enquired  to  what  country  each  vefiel  was  bound  $ 
of  what  commodities  the  cargo  confifted,  and 
what  articles  were  taken  in  exchange.  He  in- 
formed himfelf  of  the  whole  expence  of  the  voy- 
age ;  what  fums  the  merchants  lent  to  one  an- 
other ;  what  companies  or  partnerfhips  they  had 
formed,  in  order  to  know  if  they  were  equitable 
and  duly  executed  ;  finally,  he  enquired  con- 
cerning the  rifks  of  fnipwreck,  and  other  mif- 
chances  to  which  commerce  is  liable,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  the  ruin  of  merchants,  who,  from  an 
avidity  of  gain,  often  undertake  what  they  are 
not  able  to  perform. 

He  judged  it  expedient  that  bankruptcies  mould 
be  feverely  punifned  ;  becaufe,  if  they  are  not 
always  fraudulent,  they  are  at  leafl  generally  the 
effect,  of  rafhnefs.  At  the  fame  time  he  made 
regulations,  by  which  they  might  be  eafily  pre- 
vented, appointing  magiftrates  to  whom  the  mer- 
chants mould  give  an  account  of  their  effects^ 
their  gains,  their  expences,  and  undertakings. 
They  were  not  allowed  ever  to  rifk  the  property 
of  others,  or  more  than  the  half  of  their  own.  But 
what  undertakings  could  not  be  executed  by 
fingle  merchants,  were  carried  on  by  companies  ; 

the 
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the  rules  of  which  were  rendered  almoft  un- 
avoidable by  the  rigorous  penalties  inflicted  on 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  contravened.  Fur- 
ther, the  liberty  of  commerce  was  preferved  in- 
tire.  Far  from  cramping  it  by  imports,  a  pre- 
mium was  offered  to  all  thofe  merchants  who 
fnould  open  a  new  trade  between  Salentum  and 
any  other  nation. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  regulations,  great 
numbers  of  people  came  from  all  parts  to  fettle 
at  Salentum.  The  trade  of  that  city  might  be 
compared  to  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  fea, 
fhips  with  merchandize  and  treafure  coming  in 
and  aoino:  out  in  a  conftant  fucceflion,  like  the 
waves  of  the  ocean.  Every  thing  ufeful  was 
imported  and  exported  without  reftraint.  What 
was  carried  out  was  more  than  ballanced,  by 
what  was  brought  in  return.  Juftice  was  dif- 
penfed  with  the  utmoir.  exaclnefs  and  impar- 
tiality to  the  feveral  nations  that  ufed  the  port. 
Freedom,  probity,  and  fair  dealing  feemed  from 
the  top  of  the  lofty  towers  to  invite  merchants 
from  the  moil  diftant  nations  ;  and  all  thefe 
merchants,  whether  they  came  from  the  extre- 
mity of  the  Eaft,  where  the  fun  every  day  rifes 
from  the  bofom  of  the  deep,  or  from  that  vaft 
ocean,  where,  after  a  tedious  courfe,  he  quenches 
his  fires  at  eve,  lived  in  as  much  peace  and  fe- 
curity  at  Salentum,  as  in  his  own  country. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  interior  part  of  the  city5 
Mentor  vifited  all  the  magazines,  the  (hops  oi 
the  feveral  artificers,  and  the  public  fquares. 
All  foreign  merchandize  that  might  introduce 
luxury  and  effeminacy,  was  prohibited.  The 
drefs  and  diet  of  all  the  different  ranks  were 
regulated  3  together  with  the  fize,  furniture,  .and 
ornaments  of  their  houfes  ;  none  that  were  of 
o-old  and  filver  being:  allowed.  "  I  know  but  of 
one  way,"  faid  he  to  Idomeneus,  cs  to  prevent 
frugality  from  falling  into  difgrace  among  your 
people;  and  that  is  by  fetting  an  example  of  i: 
yourfelf.  There  is  a  neceflity,  indeed,  for  your 
maintaining;  a  certain  exterior  grandeur  ;  but 
your  guards,  and  the  great  officers  about  you^ 
will  be  fufficient  to  diilinguifh  you,  and  com- 
mand refpecf.  Let  your  apparel  be  of  fine  wool, 
dyed  in  purple  ;  and  let  thofe  next  in  rank  to 
you  wear  a  garment  of  the  fame  wool,  differing 
in  nothing  from  yours  but  the  colour,  and  a 
flight  embroidery  of  gold,  that  fliaH  run  along 
the  border  of  your  robe.  The  different  ranks 
among  your  people  may  be  diftinguimed  by  dif- 
ferent colours,  without  any  neceflity  to  employ 
for  that  purpofe  either  fjold,  filver^  or  precious 
(tones  ;   and  let  rank  itfelf  be  regulated  by  birth. 

"  Affign  the  firft  place  to  thofe  of  the  moft  no- 
ble and  illuftrious  birth.  Such  as  are  veiled  with 
-authority   -and    employments,   will    readily  yield 

Vol.  Hi  0  pre- 
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precedency  to  thcfe  great  and  ancient  families 
who  have  long  been  ki  poffeff.on  of  the  firft  ho- 
nours of  the  flate.  Such  as  are  of  lefs  noble 
birth  will  not  pretend  to  rank  with  them,  pro- 
vided you  do  not  teach  them  to  forget  themfelves 
by  a  too  great  and  fudden  elevation  ;  and  fhew 
a  particular  refpeel:  for  thole  who  are  not  too 
much  lifted  up  with  the  fmiles  of  fortune.  The 
difrincHon  leaft  expofed  to  envy,  is  that  which 
flows  from  ance-flry  and  birth.  It  will  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  excitement  to  virtue  and  public  fpirit,  if 
you  give  crowns  and  ftatues  to  fuch  as  perform 
great  and  noble  actions  :  and  ordain,  that  their 
children  {hall  rank  as  nobles.  Let  thofe  of  the 
highelt.  rank  next  to  yourfelf  be  drefled  in  white 
with  a  gold  fringe  at  the  bottom,  a  eold  rin;? 
on  the  ringer,  and  a  medal  of  the  fame  metal 
hanging  from  the  neck,  imprelTed  with  your 
ima^e.  Let  thofe  of  the  fecond  rank  be  cloathed 
in  blue  with  a  Giver  fringe,  and  a  ring,  but  no 
medal  :  thofe  of  the  third  clafs  in  green,  with 
a  medal,  but  neither  fringe  nor  ring  :  thofe  of 
the  fourth  in  deep  yellow  :  of  the  fifth  in  a  pale 
red,  or  rofc  colour  :  of  the  fixth  in  a  grey  vio- 
let colour  :  of  the  feventh,  conftituting  the  lad 
and  lowed:  clafs,  in  a  mixed  colour  of  white  and 
yellow.  Thefe  are  the  dreiTes  for  the  (even  dif- 
ferent ranks  of  freemen.  As  for  the  flaves,  ht 
them  be  clad  in  a  dark  grey  orrufiet.  Thus  will 
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every  individual  be  diflinguifhed  according  to 
his  degree  without  expence,  and  all  thofe  arts 
that  are  fubfervient  to  pomp  and  luxury  be  ba- 
nifhed  from  Salentum.  Let  fuch  artificers  as 
were  before  employed  in  thefe  pernicious  arts, 
apply  themfelves  either  to  thofe  that  are  necelTary, 
Which  are  but  few  in  number,  or  to  commerce) 
or  agriculture.  No  change  mud  ever  be  admit- 
ted  either  in  the  nature  of  the  cloth,  or  the  form 
of  apparel  ;  for  it  ill  becomes  men  who  are  de- 
signed for  exercifes  more  ferious  and  noble,  to 
amufe  themfelves  with  inventing  modes  and  or- 
naments of  drefs,  or  to  permit  their  wives,  to 
whom  fuch  amufements  v/ould  be  more  fuitable^ 
to  walte  their  time  fo  idly." 

As  a  fkilful  gardener  lops  offthe  ufelefs  branches 
of  fruit-trees,  Mentor  endeavoured  to  retrench 
that  pomp  and  luxury,  by  which  the  morals  of 
a  people  are  corrupted.  He  aimed  at  reducing 
every  thing  to  a  noble  fimplicity  and  frugality. 
He  even  regulated  the  diet  of  the  citizens  and 
•flaves.  "  What  a  (hame,"  faid  he,  "  that  meri 
of  the  higheft  rank  fhould  place  their  great  11  efs 
in  the  dainties  of  a  luxurious  table,  by  which 
they  enervate  their  minds,  and  quickly  ruin  the 
health  and  vigour  of  their  bodies  !  whereas  they 
ought  to  account  it  their  happiriefs  to  be  mode- 
rate, to  have  power  and  authority  to  do  good* 
and  to   be  honoured  and  efteemed  for   fo  doino-. 

C    2  Health 
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Health  and  fobriety  give  a  relifh  to  the  coarfeft, 
fimplefl  food,  and  yield  the  moll  fincere  and 
molt  lading  pleafures.  Let  your  provifions 
then  be  of  the  befl  forts,  but  drefTcd  in  a  plain 
manner,  without  any  high  fauces.  To  excite 
a  falfe  appetite,  and  make  a  man  eat  more  than 
nature  requires,  is,  in  efFecl,  to  take  him  off  hy- 
po: fon.s' 

Idomeneus  immediately  conceived  how  much 
he  was  to  blame  for  fuffering  the  inhabitants  of 
his  new  city  to  fink  into  effeminacy  and  corrup- 
tion, by  violating  the  laws  of  Minos  with  regard 
to  fobriety  :    buc  the  fage   Mentor  fatisned  him, 
that  thefe  laws,    though  revived,    would   fi^nifv 
nothing,  unlefs    he    enforced  them    by    his    own 
example,    which   could  alone  imprefs  them   with 
the  ftamp  of   authority.     Idomeneus,    therefore, 
immediately  regulated  his  table,    which   afforded 
nothing    but  excellent    bread  :    the   wine   of  the 
country,  which  is  agreeable  and  Pcrong,  but  this 
in    moderation  ;    with   fome  fimple    plain   difhes, 
fuch  as  he  was  ufed  to  eat  at  the  fiege  of  Troy, 
with  the    other  Greeks.       None  durfl  complain 
of  a  regulation  to  which   the  king  hirhfelf  fub- 
mitted  ;    and  thus    did   every  one   retrench    that 
profufion  and  delicacy    in   which  they  were   be- 
ginning to   indulge   at    all    their  enrertamments. 
In  the  next  place,    Mentor   fupprenecl    that   (oft 
and  effeminate  munc  that  tended  to  corrupt  the 

manners 
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manners  cf  the  youth.      Nor   was  he  more  fa- 
vourable to    that  bacchanalian  mufic    which  in- 
toxicates almoft  as  much   as    wine,    and   is  pro- 
ductive of  impudence   and  violent  paflions.     He 
profcribed    all    mufic     except     on     feftivals    in 
temples,  there  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  gods 
and  heroes,    who  have  fet  an  example   of   extra- 
ordinary virtue.       Neither  would  he  permit,  ex- 
cept in  the  temples,    the  great  ornaments  of  ar- 
chitecture ;    fuch    as    columns,    pediments,    and 
porticos  :    he  drew  plans    of  a    fpecies  of  archi- 
tecture  equally  beautiful   and    fimple,    by  which 
an  inconsiderable    fpace   of   ground    afforded    an 
airy  houfe  convenient    for    a    numerous  family  ; 
having  the  advantage    of  a   healthy  afpedt,    and 
apartments  independent  of  one  another  ;  that  or- 
der and  neatnefs  might  be  eafily  preferved,    and 
the  whole   maintained  at  a    fmall  exper.ee.     He 
ordained   that    every  houfe   of  any   cenfequsnee 
fhould  have  a  faloon  and  little  porch,   with  fmall 
chambers  for  all  the  free  perfons  in  the  family  ; 
but  he  forbad,  under  fevere  penalties,  the  fuper- 
fluous  multitude  and  magnificence  of  apartments. 
Thefe    different    plans    of   houfes,    proportioned 
to  the  greatnefs  of  families,  ferved  to  embellifh, 
at  a  fmall  expence,    one    part    of   the  city,    and 
give  it  a  regular  appearance  ;    whereas,  the  other 
part  already  finifhed  according  to  the  caprice  and 
pride  of  individuals,  was,  in  fpite  of  all   its  mag- 
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jiifkence,  neither   fo  agreeable  to    the    eye,   nor 
commodious  to  the  inhabitants.      This  new  city 
was  built  in  a  very  little  time  ;    for   the   neigh- 
bouring coaft  of  Greece   furnifhed  excellent  ar- 
chitecls,    and  a   great   number   of   mafons    were 
brought  from  Epirus  and  feveral  other  countries, 
on  condition,  that  after  having  finifhed  their  work, 
they  fhouJd  fettle    in    the  neighbourhood  of  Sa- 
lentum,   have  lands   afligned  them    for    cultiva- 
tion,  and    conduce    to    the    population    of  the 
country.     Painting  and  fculpture  were,  in  Men- 
tor's opinion,    among  thafe  arts  which  ought  not 
to  be  entirely  excluded  ;    but    he    refolved    that 
very  few  fhould  be  allowed    to    follow   them  in 
Salentum.     He  founded  a  fchool,   and  furnifhed 
it  With  excellent  matters  to  fuperintend  and  exa- 
mine  the  young  pupils.     "    Nothing    weak    or 
mean,"  faid  he,  "  muft  be  admitted  in  the  arts, 
that  are  not  abfolutely  necelTary.     Confequently, 
no  young  perfons  but  fuch  as  have  a  promifing 
genius,  and  are  likely  to  excel,  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  apply  themfelves  to  them.     Othfrs  are 
clcfigned  by  nature  for  arts   lefs  noble,  and  may 
be  ufefully  employed  in  the  ordinary  occupations 
of  the  ftate.     Sculptors  and  painters  are  only  to 
be  employed    to   preferve    the   memory  of  great 
men  and  great  acfions.     It  is   on  public  build- 
ings, or  on  fepulchral  monuments,    that   repre- 
sentations, of  all  thofe  memorable  exploits  which 

have 
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have  been  performed  for  the  public  fervice,  ought 
to  be  preferved."  Neverthelefs,  the  modera- 
tion and  frugality  of  Mentor  did  not  hinder  his 
authorizing  all  thofe  grand  ftructures  deftined 
for  horfe  and  chariot  races,  for  wrefrling,  for 
fin-hting   v/ith    the    ceftus,   and    ether    exercifes 

do  * 

which  contribute  to  render  the  body  more  fup- 
ple  and  vigorous. 

Mentor    fuppreiTed    a   prodigious   number    of 
thofe  who  dealt  in  fluffs  of  foreign  manufacture, 
in   coftly  embroideries,    in   gold    and  filver  plate 
emboiTed  with  figures  of   the  gods,   of  men   and 
animals;    and  laftly,    in  ftrong  waters  and    per- 
fumes.    He  would  not  even  allow  of  any   other 
furniture    in    any  houfe  whatfoever   but   fuch  as 
was  plain,    and  made    to   laft  a  long    time*     In 
confequence  of  thefe  regulations,  the  Salentines, 
who  began  to  complain  loudly  of  their  poverty, 
found  that  they  po fie fled  a  great   deal    of  fuper- 
fluous  wealth.      But  it  was  falfe  wealth,  that  in 
effect  impoverished  them,  and  they  actually   be- 
came rich  in  proportion   as  they  had  the  refolu- 
tion  to  part  with  it.     "  To  defpife  that  wealth, 
faid  they  to  themfelves,  which  exhaufh  the  ftate, 
and  to  make  our  wants  fewer,  by  reducing  them 
to  the  real   exigencies   of  nature,  is,    in  reality, 
to  enrich  ourfelves."       Mentor  alfo  vifited  v/ith - 
out  delay   the   arfenals,    and  the  different  maga- 
zines,  to  fee  that   the    arms  and   other   warlike 
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ftores  were  in  good  order.  "  For,"  faid  hcr 
•*  a  flate  ought  always  to  be  prepared  for  war, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  being  ever  reduced  to; 
the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  engaging  in  it." 
He  found  many  things  wanting  in  every  place 
he  vifited.  A  great  number  of  artificers  there- 
fore were  immediately  fee  to  work  in  iron,  fleel, 
and  brafs  ;  fiery  furnaces  were  fecn  to  rife,  and 
clouds  of  flame  and  fmoke,  like  thofe  fubtcr- 
raneous  fires  that  are  difcharged  from  the  bowels 
of  mount  /Etna.  The  hammer  thundered  on 
the  anvil,  which  groaned  under  the  redoubled 
flrokes  ;  anJ  thefe  were  rebounded  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains  :  io  that  one  would 
have  thought  he  was  in  that  ille  where  Vulcan, 
animating  the  Cyclops,  forges  thunderbolts  for 
the  father  of  the  gods.  Thus  by  a  wife  fore- 
fight,  all  the  preparations  for  war  were  feen  go- 
ing on  in  the  midft  of  a  profound  peace. 

Mentor  afterwards  made  an  excurfion  into 
the  country  with  Idomeneus,  where  he  found  a 
great  extent  of  fertile  land  that  lay  quite  defo- 
late.  Nor  was  the  reft  cultivated  but  in  a  very 
imperfect  manner,  in  confequence  of  the  floth 
and  poverty  of  the  hufbandmen,  who,  as  they 
wanted  hands,  wanted  alfo  fpirit  and  ftrength 
of  body  fufficient  to  carry  agriculture  to  per- 
fection. Mentor  feeing  the  lands  thus  neglect- 
ed, faid  to  the  king  :    "  The  foil  here  is  fuch 

as 
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as  would  inrich  the  inhabitants,  were  due  cul- 
ture beftowed  upon  it.  Let  us  then  take  all 
thofe  fuperfluous  artificers,  whofe  occupations 
would  ferve  only  to  promote  a  corruption  of 
manners,  and  employ  them  in  cultivating  thefe 
plains  and  hills.  It  is  indeed  a  misfortune  that 
all  thefe  men  having  been  brought  up  to  trades 
that  require  a  fedentary  life,  have  been  very  lit- 
tle inured  to  labour  :  but  I  will  fhew  you  how 
that  evil  may  be  remedied.  You  muft  divide 
among  them  the  uncultivated  lands,  and  invite 
people  from  the  neighbouring  nations  to  afllffc 
them  and  do  the  more  laborious  part  of  the  work, 
under  their  direction.  This  they  will  do,  pro- 
vided a  fuitable  recompence  is  offered  them  out 
of  the  produce  of  the  grounds  which  they  {hall 
bring  into  tilth  :  they  may  afterwards  have  a 
part  of  them  allotted  them,  and  thereby  be  in- 
corporated witli  your  people,  whofe  number  fs 
not  very  great.  They  will  make  good  fubjecls, 
and  increafe  your  power,  provided  they  are  in- 
duftrious,  and  obedient  to  the  laws.  Your  city 
artificers,  thus  tranfplanted  into  the  country^ 
will  bring  up  their  children  to  labour,  and  the 
toils  of  hufbandry.  Moreover,  all  the  foreign 
workmen  who  are  at  prefent  employed  in  build- 
ing your  city,  have  undertaken  to  Cultivate  part 
of  your  lands,  and  to  turn  hufbandmen  :  let 
thefe  then,  as  foon  as    they   have  finifhed  their 
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work,  be  incorporated  among  your  people.  They 
are  charmed  with  the  opportunity  of  engaging 
to  fettle  and  live  under  fo  mild  a  government. 
As  they  are  active  and  laborious,  their  example 
will  Annulate  to  toil  thofe  artificers  who  are 
iranfplanted  from  the  city  into  the  country,  and 
with  whom  they  will  be  incorporated.  Thus 
will  your  whole  territory,  in  time,  be  peopled 
with  healthy,  vigorous  families  employed  in  agri- 
culture. As  to  the  increafe  and  multiplication 
of  your  people,  you  may  make  ycurfelf  quite 
eafy  ;  for  they  will  foon  become  innumerable^- 
provided  you  encourage  marriage.  The  means 
are  very  fimple  and  eafy  -,  moil;  men  have  an  in- 
clination to  marry,  and  they  are  reftrained  by 
the  fear  of  poverty  alone.  If  they  are  not  loaded 
with  taxes,  they  will  be  able  to  maintain,  with- 
out difficulty,  their  wives  and  children  ;  for  the 
earth  is  never  ungrateful,  but  produces  fuflicient 
to  reward  and  fupport  thofe  who  cultivate  her 
with  due  care.  To  thofe  only  does  fhe  refufe 
plenty,  who  will  not  beftow  due  labour  upon 
her.  The  more  children  an  hufbandman  has, 
the  richer  he  is,  provided  they  are  not  impo- 
verifhed  by  the  prince  \  for  they  begin  to  be 
ufeful  to  him,  and  afiift  him  in  their  moft  early 
days.  The  youngefl  feed  and  tend  the  fheep  ; 
Aich  as  more  advanced  in  ao-e  look  after  the 
herds  of  cattle  j  and  the  eldeft  aiiift  their  father 

in 
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in  the  toils  of  hufbandry.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  mother,  with  the  reft  of  the  family,  is  pre- 
paring a  fimple  repaft  for  her  hufband  and  dear 
children,  to  be  ready  for  them  when  they  re- 
turn fatigued  with  the  labour  of  the  day.  She 
neglects  not  to  milk  her  cows  and  ewes,  and 
ftreams  of  milk  is  feen  to  flow  :  fhe  lights  up  a 
blazing  fire,  round  which  all  the  innocent  and 
peaceful  family  fing  carols  every  evening  until 
balmy  fleep  calls  them  to  their  repofe.  She 
makes  delicious  cheefe,  and  preferves  chefnuts 
and  other  fruits  as  frefh  as  when  they  firft  were 
gathered  from  the  tree. 

"  The  fhepherd  returns  with  his  flute  and  plays 
to  the  aflernbled  family  the  neweft  airs  which  he 
has  learned  in  the  neighbouring   hamlets.     The 
labourer  comes  home  with    his  plough,  and   his 
v/eary  oxen,  v/ith  drooping  heads,  though  goaded,, 
jog  along  with  a  flow,  heavy  pace.    All  the  woes 
of  labour    are   buried   with  the  day.     The  pop- 
pies, which  fleep,   by  order  of  the  gods,  fcatters 
over  the  earth,    foothe    with   their    charms    the 
pangs  of  carking  care,  and  lay  all   nature  under 
a    fweet    enchantment  ;    every    individual    falls 
aflcep  without  anticipating  the  toils  of  the  next 
day.       Happy  are  thefe  men,  without   ambition, 
diitruft  or  deceit,    provided  the  gods  beftow  upon 
them  a  virtuous    king,    who  does    not   interrupt 
their  innocent  joy  !    but  what   horrible  inhuma- 
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Jiity  is  it,  by  projects  of  ambition  and  vain  pa* 
rade,  to  deprive  them  of  the  pleafant  fruits  of 
the  earth,  for  which  they  are  indebted  to  nor?e 
but  the  liberal  hand  of  nature,  in  return  for 
their  labour  and  the  fweat  of  their  brows.  Na- 
ture alone  would  fupply  from  her  fruitful  bofom 
all  that  v/ould  be  neceflary  for  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  moderate  induftrious  men  ;  but  it  is  the 
pride  and  luxury  of  certain  individuals  that  in- 
volve fo  many  of  their  fellow- creatures  in  all  the 
horrors  of  indigence." 

"  What  fhall  I  do,"  faid  Idomeneus,  "  if 
thofe  to  whom  I  aflign  thefe  fertile  lands  neglect 
to  cultivate  them  ?'"'  "  You  muft  do,"  faid  Men- 
tor, "  the  very  reverfe  of  what  is  commonfy 
done.  Covetous,  fhort-fighted  princes  think  of 
nothing  but  loading  with  impofitions  thofe  of 
their  fubjects  who  are  moft  active  and  induftri- 
ous to  improve  their  eftates  ;  and  that  becaufe 
they  hope  to  raife  them  with  the  greater  facility  : 
at  the  fame  time  they  are  more  favourable  to  thofe 
whom  their  natural  floth  has  rendered  more  un- 
happy. Invert  this  abfurd  method  which  op<- 
prelFes  the  induftrious,  encourages  the  idle,  and 
introduces  an  indolence  no  lefs  fatal  to  the  king 
than  to  the  ftate.  Impofe  taxes,  fines,  and,  if 
necefifary,  other  fevere  penalties  upon  thofe  who 
neglect  the  culture  of  their  lands,  as  you  would 
punifh  foluiers  who  fhould   defer!   their  poft   in 

time 
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time  of  war.  On  the  contrary,  grant  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  to  fuch  families  as  are  in- 
duftrious  and  multiply,  affigning  them  more  lands 
to  cultivate,  in  proportion  to  their  increafe. 
Thus  their  number  will  be  foon  augmented,  and 
every  individual  animated  to  labour  3  it  will  even 
become  honourable.  The  profeflion  of  a  huf- 
bandman  will  no  longer  be  defpifed,  being  no 
longer  attended  with  fuch  mifery  and  diitrefs. 
The  plough  will  again  be  held  in  honour,  and 
be  guided  by  the  victorious  hands  that  have  de- 
fended their  country  :  nor  will  it  be  lets  ho- 
nourable to  improve  the  eftate  of  one's  anceftors 
during  a  happy  peace,  than  to  have  nobly  de- 
fended it  during  the  calamities  of  war  ;  and  thus 
will  the  whole  country  put  on  a  new  face  and 
flouriih.  Ceres  will  wear  crowns  of  the  yellow 
ears  of  corn,  and  Bacchus  treading  the  grapes, 
will  make  ftreams  of  wine  fvveeter  than  nectar 
flow  down  the  fides  of  the  mountains.  The 
deep  vallies  will  echo  with  the  concerts  of  the 
fhepherds,  who,  along  the  cryftal  brooks  will 
accompany  then*  pipes  with  their  voices ;  while 
their  wanton  flocks  are  Ikipping  up  and  down 
cropping  the  flowery  turf,  without  dreadino-  the 
ruthlefs  wolves.  And  will  you  not  be  extremely 
happy,  O  Idomeneus,  to  be  the  author  of  fo 
many  bleffings,  to  make  fuch  a  multitude  of  peo- 
ple live  in  peace  and  plenty  under  your  protec- 
tion ? 
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tion  ?  is  not  fuch  glory  more  affecting  and  trans- 
porting than  that  of  laying  wafte  the  earth,  and 
fpreading  far  and  near,  almofr.  as  much  among 
his  own  people,  in  fpite  of  all  his  victories,  as 
in  the  countries  he  may  have  fubdued,  the  woes 
of  carnage,  confufion,  terror,  defpondency,  con- 
firmation, devouring  famine,  and  defpair  ?  Hap- 
py the  king,  who,  favoured  by  the  gods,  pof- 
fefTes  fuch  benevolence  of  heart  as  prompts  him 
to  become  the  darling  of  his  people,  and  to 
-  exhibit  to  future  ages  a  fcene  fo  glorious  in  the 
example  of  his  reign.  The  whole  earth,  far 
from  taking  arms  to  defend  themfelves  againft 
him,  would  come  and  lay  their  fceptres  at  his 
feet."  To  thefe  remarks  Idomeneus  replied  :. 
*c  But  when  my  people  {hall  by  thefe  means 
enjoy  peace  and  plenty,  luxury  will  corrupt  their 
maimers,  and  they  will  employ  againft  me  the 
Wealth  that  I  have  procured  them."  "  Do  not 
be  afraid  of  that  inconvenience,"  faid  Mentor. 
•'  It  is  indeed  a  pretext  that  is  always  urged  to 
flatter  prodigal  princes,  who  would  load  their 
people  with  impofts  :  but  it  may  be  eafily  pre- 
vented.     The  regulations  we  have  made  in  re- 

o 

lation  to  agriculture,  will  render  their  lives  la- 
borious ;  and,  notwithstanding  their  abundance,, 
they  will  have  nothing  more  than  necefiaries  ; 
becaufe  we  have  proscribed  all  the  arts  that  fur- 
nifh  Superfluities,      Even  that  abundance  will  be 

diminifh- 
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diminiftied  by  the  encouragement  it  will  give  to 
marriaoe,  and  by  the  great  increafe  of  families  : 
and,  as  each  family  will  be  numerous,  and  yet 
have  but  a  fmall  portion  of  land,  they  will  be 
obliged  to  labour  it  without  ceafing.  It  is  floth 
and  luxury  that  make  men  infolent  and  rebel- 
lious. Your  people  indeed  will  have  bread  iii- 
plenty,  but  they  will  have  nothing  but  that 
and  the  produce  of  their  own  lands,  earned  with 
the  fweat  of  their  brows.  In  order  to  reftrain 
your  fubjedls  within  the  bounds  of  moderation, 
you  muft  now  fix  the  extent  of  land  which  each 
family  may  poffefs.  You  know  we  have  divided 
your  whole  fubjec~ts  into  feven  claffes,  according, 
to  their  different  ranks  :  you  muft  not  then  al- 
low any  one  family,  of  what  rank  foever,  to 
poffefs  more  land  than  is  abfotutely  neceffary  to 
maintain  the  number  of  perfons  of  which  it  fhall 
eonilft.  This  rule  being  inviolably  obferved,. 
the  nobles  will  not  be  able  to  aggrandize  them- 
felves  at  the  expence  of  the  poor  ;  and  every 
family  will  have  land,  but,  as  it  wilL  be  of  a  very 
fmall  extent,  they  will  be  obliged  to  cultivate  it 
with  great  care.  If,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
land  fhould  become  too  fcanty  for  the  inhabitants, 
colonies  may  be  fent  out,  which  will  contribute 
to  increafe  the  power  of  the  ftate. 

"  I  am  even  of  opinion  that  you  ought  to  take 
care  that  there  be  not  too  great  a  plenty  of  wine 

in 
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in  your  dominions.  If  too  many  vines  have  beeis 
planted,  they  muft  be  dug  up  ;  for  wine  occa- 
sions the  greateft  diforders  among  the  people,  as 
it  gives  rife  to  quarrels,  diftempers,  feditions, 
idlenefs,  averfion  to  labour,  and  domeMic  trou- 
bles. Let  wine  then  be  kept  as  a  fort  of  medi- 
cine, or  a  rare  and  coftly  liquor,  to  Be  ufed  only 
in  facriflces,  or  on  high  fefhvais  :  but  do  not 
expect  that  fo  important  a  regulation  will  be  ob- 
served, unlefs  you  fet  the  example  yourfelf. 
Further,  you  muft  fee  that  the  laws  of  Minos, 
refpecling  the  education  of  children,  be  not  vio- 
lated on  any  account  ;  and  that  public  fchools 
be  erected,  in  which  the  youth  may  be  taught 
to  fear  the  gods,  to  love  their  country,  to  re- 
spect the  laws,  and  to  prefer  honour  to  pleafure* 
and  even  life  itfelf. 

"  There  muft  be  maturates  to  watch  over 
the  families,  and  the  morals  of  the  individuals 
that  compofe  them,  Share  this  talk  yourfelf: 
you  that  are  ccnftituted  king,  that  is,  fliepherd 
of  your  people,  only  in  order  to  watch  day  and 
night  over  your  flock.  By  fo  doing,  you  will 
prevent  an  infinite  number  of  crimes  and  difor- 
ders ;  and  wh-at  you  cannot  prevent,  you  ought 
to  punifh  with  the  utmoft  feverity.  To  make 
examples  betimes  is  an  a 61  of  clemency,  as  it 
itops  the  progrefs  of  iniquity.  By  a  little  blood 
ihed   feafonably,   a   gre^t  deal  is   faved  $    and  a 

prince 
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prince  makes  himfelf  feared,  without  being 
obliged  often  to  have  recourfe  to  feverity.  But 
what  a  deteflable  maxim  is  it  for  a  fovereign  to 
think  he  cannot  be  fafe  without  oppreffing  his 
people  !  to  take  no  pains  to  inftruet,  to  traia 
them  up  to  virtue,  or  conciliate  their  affection  ; 
but  to  drive  them  to  defpair  by  terror  and  di'f- 
may,  and  to  lay  them  under  the  hard  neceflity 
either  of  fliaking  off  the  yoke  of  arbitrary  power, 
or  of  bidding  adieu  for  ever  to  liberty.  Arc 
thefe  the  ways  and  means  to  fecure  a  peaceable 
reign  ?  Are  thefe  the  paths  that  lead  to  glory  ? 
Remember  that  the  countries  where  the  power 
of  the  fovereign  is  moft  abfnfute,  are  thofe 
where  the  fovcreigns  are  lean:  powerful.  They 
take,  they  deftroy  whatever  they  pleafe,  and  the 
whole  flate  is  their  property  ;  but  the  ftate  oil 
that  account  languifhes,  and  the  lands  are  ne- 
glected, and  almoft  deferted.  The  cities  decline 
every  day,  and  trade  decays.  The  king,  who 
cannot  be  fuch  if  he  is  alone  and  without  fub- 
je£ts,  and  whofe  greatnefs  is  derived  from  them 
alone,  gradually  diminifhes  his  own  power  by 
the  continual  diminution  of  his  people,  from 
whom  his  wealth  and  influence  flow.  His  do- 
minions are  exhaufted  both  of  men  and  money  : 
but  the  former  is  the  greateft  and  mod  irrepar- 
able lofs.  As  his  power  is  abfolute,  his  fubjec~ts 
by  confequence  are  all  flaves  "3    they  flatter  him, 

feem 
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feem  to  adore  .him,  and  tremble  at  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  his  anger.  But  wait  till  the  fmalleft 
revolution  happens,  and  you  will  find  that  this 
defpotic  power  being  over-ftrained,  is  but  of  fhort 
duration,  as  not  being  fupported  by  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people ;  it  hath  harrafTed  and  in-* 
cenfed  all  the  communities  of  the  ftate.  It  com- 
pels all  the  particular  members  of  thofe  com- 
munities earnestly  to  wifh  for  a  change.  By  the 
firft  blow  that  is  ftruck  the  idol  is  over-turned, 
broke  to  pieces,  and  trodden  under  foot.  Con- 
tempt, hatred,  fear,  refentment,  diitruft,  in  {hort, 
all  the  pafiions  unite  againir.  fuch  odious  defpo- 
tifm.  The  king,  who  in  his  profperity  did  not 
find  a  fingle  man  bold  enough  to  tell  him  the 
truth,  in  his  reverfe  of  fortune  will  not  find  one 
either  to  excufe  him,   or   defend  him  agamft  his 


enemies." 


Mentor  having  ended  his  difcourfe,  Idome- 
neus  immediately  fet  about  dividing  the  vacant 
lands  among  the  ufelefs  artizans,  and  executing 
whatever  elfe  had  been  refolved  upon  ;  referving 
only  the  lands  that  had  been  deftined  for  the 
inafons,  who  could  not  take  pofleflion  of  them, 
or  cultivate  them,  till  they  had  finifhed  the  build- 
ings in  the  city. 

THE   END   OF    THE  TWELFTH    BOOK* 
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BOOK    XIII. 

THE    A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T. 

Jdomeneus  informs  Mentor    of  the  confidence  he  had 
repofed   in  Protefilaus,   and  the  artifices  of  that 
favourite,  who  acled  in  concert  with  Timocraies, 
in  order  to  ruin  Philocles,    and  betray  the  king 
himfelf      He  owns,    that    being  prepojpfled   by 
tbefe  two   ?nen  againjl  Philocles,   he  had  ordered 
Twiocrates  to  go  and  put  him  to  death  in  an  ex- 
pedition   in    which  he  commanded  his  fleet  ;   that 
Timocrates   having  failed   in    his   attempt,   had 
been  fpared   by   Phi/odes,    who  retired  to  the  ifle 
ofSamos,  after  having  refgned  the  command  of 
the  fleet    to  Polymenes,    whom  Jdomeneus  himfelf 
had  nominated  in  his  written  order :   that,    not- 
withjlanding   Protefilaus' s  treachery,    he  had  not 
been  able  to  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  difcard  him, 

ALREADY  the   fame  of  Idomeneus   for 
his  mild  and  moderate  government  attrafts 

great 
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great  numbers  of  people  from  all  quarters  to  in- 
corporate with  his  fubjecls,  and    to    partake  of 
their    happinefs  under  fo  gentle    an  ad  mi  nift  ra- 
tion.    Already  thofe  fields  that  had  been  fo  long 
covered  with  briars  and  thorns,    promife   plenti- 
ful crops    and    fruits,  till  then  unknown.     The 
earth    opens  her  bofom  to  the  plough -fhare,   and 
teems  with  riches  to  reward  '  the   hufbandman  : 
and  hope  revives  on  all  hands.       In  the  vallies, 
and    en  the   hills  are  ken  flocks  of  fheep,  frifk- 
ing    about    upon    the    grafs,    and  herds  of  oxen 
and   heifers,    that  make  the    lofty   hills  rebound 
with    their    lowings,    and  contribute   to  fertilize 
the  fields.     It  was  Mentor  who  found  means  to 
procure  thefe  flocks  and   herds  ;    he   it  was  who 
advifed  Idomeneus  to    make   an   exchange   with 
the  Peucetes,  a  neighbouring   people,    of  all  the 
fuperfluities  wnich  he  had  determined  no  longer 
to  fufFer  in  Salentum,  for  thefe  flocks  and  herds, 
which  the  Salentines  wanted.     At  the  fame  time 
the  city,   and  the    villages  around  it,  were    full 
of  beautiful  young  people,    who   had   languished 
long  in  mifery,  and  durft  not  think  of  marrying, 
for   fear  of  increafino-  their  diftrefs.     But  when 

o 

thev  faw  Idomeneus  embrace  maxims  of  huma- 
nity,  and  refolve  to  be  their  father,  they  were  no 
longer  afraid  of  famine,  and  the  other  fcourges 
with  which  heaven  afflicts  mankind.  Nothing 
now  was  heard  but  fhouts  of  joy,  and  fongs  of 
fhepherds  and  peafants  celebrating  their  weddings. 

One 
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One  would  have  thought  that  he  faw  the  god 
Pan  with  a  crowd  of  fatyrs  and  fauns  mingled 
with  nymphs,  dancing  to  the  found  of  the  flute, 
under  the  fhade  of  woods  and  groves  :  all  was 
tranquility  and  joy,  but  the  joy  was  moderate, 
and  the  amufements  were  intended  only  as  re- 
laxations from  labour,  which  ferved  to  render 
them  more  pure  and  delightful. 

"The  old  men,  amazed    to    fee   what  they  had 
not  dared  to    hope  for   during  a  long-  courfe  of 
life,    went  from    an    excefs  of  joy,  mixed    with 
love  and  gratitude.       Lifting  up  their  trembling 
hands  to  heaven  :  ct  Blefs/'  faid  they,  "  O  great 
Jupiter,    the  king  who   refembles  you6  and  who 
is  the  bell  gift  you  ever  bellowed   upon  us.     He 
is  born   for   the  good  of  mankind  :    may  he  re- 
ceive from  you  a  recommence   for  all  the  happi- 
nefs  we  derive  from   him.     Our  remote  defend- 
ants, the  offspring  of  thofe  marriages,    that  have 
been  contracted  by  his  encouragement,  will  owe 
every  thing  to  him,    even  their  very   birth,    and 
he    will   indeed    be    the    father    of    his    people. '* 
The  voung  married    men    and  women   exprefled 
the  joy    and  gratitude   they    felt  by    Tinging  the 
praifes  of  him,   to  whom  they   were   indebted  for 
thefe  agreeable  fenfatipns.     His  name  was  much 
in  their  mouths,    but    (till    more  in  their  hearts. 
They    rejoiced  to  fee  him,  and  trembled    at   the 
thoughts  of  lofing  him  ;    the  lofs  of  him  would 

have 
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have  been  deeply  felt,  and  deplored  by  every 
family.  Idomeneus  then  acknowledged  to  Men- 
tor, that  he  had  never  known  joy  equal  to  that 
of  being  loved,  and  making  fuch  multitudes 
happy.  "  I  never  could  have  formed  any  no- 
tion of  it,"  faid  he  :  "  I  thought  the  greatnefs 
of  princes  confined  entirely  in  making  themfelves 
dreaded  ;  and  that  the  reft  of  mankind  were 
made  for  them.  All  that  I  had  heard  faid  of 
kings  who  had  been  the  darlings  of  their  people, 
appeared  to  me  mere  fable  :  I  am  now  convinced 

of  the  truth  of  it.      But  I  muft  inform  vou  how 

j 

my  heart  had  been  poifoned  from  my  earlieft  in- 
fancy in  regard  to  the  authority  of  kings.  This 
hath  been  the  occafion  of  all  the  misfortunes  of 
my  life."  Then  Idomeneus  began  the  following 
narrative. 

4C  Protenlaus,  who  is  a  little  older  than  my- 
feif,  was,  of  all  the  young  men,  he  whom  I  lov- 
ed mod  ;  his  temper,  naturally  bold  and  lively* 
recommended  him  to  me;  he  ferved  me  in  my 
pleafures  ;  he  flattered  my  paffions  ;  and  he 
made  me  conceive  a  jealoufy  of  another  young 
man  vvhem  I  had  loved  likewife,  whofe  name 
was  Philocles.  This  Jail  feared  the  gods,  and 
had  a  greatnefs  of  mind  with  moderation,  plac- 
ing erandeur  not  in  exalting;,  but'  in  overcoming 
one's  fdL  and  doing  nothing  that  was  bafe  and 
mean.     He  fpoke  to  me  freely  of  my  faults  ;  and 

even 
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even  when  he  would  not  venture  to  fpeak,  h'13 
filence  and  his  melancholy  air  made  me  eafily 
guefs  at  what  difgufted  him  in  my  conduct. 

His  fincerity  at  firfr.  pleafcd  me,  and  I  often 
protefled  to  him  that  I  would  liflen  to  him,  and 
confide  in  him  all  my  Ijfe$  that  I  might  not 
be  milled  by  flatterers.  He  in  (trucked  me  in  every 
particular  I  was  to  obferve,  in  order  to  tread  in 
the  fteps  of  Minos,  and  to  render  my  fubjec~ts 
happy.  He  was  not,  indeed,  endowed  with  a 
wifdom  fo  profound  as  yours,  O  Mentor  ;  but 
his  maxims  were  jufi:  and  good,  as  I  now  am 
fully  fenfible.  But  by  degrees  Protefilaus,  who 
was  jealous  of  him,  and  extremely  ambitious, 
U^his  artful  management  infufed  into  me  a  dif- 
j^^gr^o  his  rival.  The  undefigning  Philocles 
i'uiFered  the  other  to  prevail,  and  contented  hirn- 
felf  with  telling  me  the  truth,  when  I  was  dif- 
pofed  to  hear  it.  It  was  not  his  own  fortune, 
but  my  advantage,  which  he  had  in  view.  Pro- 
tefilaus infenfibly  perfuaded  me  that  he  was  a 
man  of  a  proud,  morofe  temper,  who  cenfured  all 
my  actions,  and  aiked  nothing  of  me,  becaufe 
he  was  fo  haughty,  that  he  would  not  be  be- 
holden to  me  for  any  thing,  and  would  fain  pafs 
for  a  man  who  defpifed  all  honours  :  he  added, 
that  he  fpoke  no  fefs  freely  of  my  faults  and 
failings  to  others,  than  he  did  to  myfelf  -,  that 
h    (hewed  plainly  en  had   but  little  ef- 

teem 
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teem  for  me  ;  and  that  thus  depreciating  mf 
character,  his  defign  was,  by  the  fplendour  of 
auitere  virtue,  to  pave  his  way  to  the  crown. 

At  firft  I  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  Philocles 
had  any  defign  upon  my  throne.  In  real  vir- 
tue there  is  a  candor  and  ingenuoufnefs  that  can- 
not be  counterfeited,  and  in  which  one. cannot 
be  miftaken,  provided  it  is  duly  attended  to. 
But  the  unfliaken  fortitude  of  Philocles,  in  never 
{looping  to  flatter  my  weakneiTes,  began  to  tire 
my  patience.  At  the  fame  time,  the  attention  of 
Protefilaus  to  pleafe  me,  and  his  indefatigable 
induftry  in  contriving  new  amufements  for  my 
entertainment,  rendered  the  auiterity  of  the  other 
'{till  more  ofFenfive.  Protefilaus,  however,  mor- 
tified to  find  that  I  did  not  believe  all  that  he 
faid  to  me  againft  his  enemy,  took  a  refolution 
to  fpeak  no  more  of  him  to  me,  and  to  gain  his 
point  by  a  more  effectual  method,  The  way 
he  took  to  deceive  itiej  and  in  which  he  (uc- 
ceeded,  was  this.  He  advifed  me  to  give  the 
command  of  the  fleet  that  was  to  go  againft  the 
Carpathians  to  Philocles  ;  and  to  obtain  my 
confent,  he  fpoke  to  me  thus  :  cc  You  know 
that  I  cannot  be  fufpected  of  flattery  in  the  praife 
I  give  him  :  I  own,  that  he  has  courage,  and  a 
genius  for  war;  he  is  more  capable  to  ferve  you. 
in  that  way  than  any  other  perfon  I  know,  and 
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I  gladly  facrifice  to  your  interest  all  the  gratifi- 
tion  of  my  own  refentment." 

<;  I  was  charmed  to  find  fuch  candour  and 
integrity  in  the  heart  of  Protefiiaus,  to  whom 
I  had  committed  the  fupreme  direction  of  my 
affairs.  I  embraced  him  in  a  tranfport  of  joy* 
and  thought  myfelf  extremely  happy  in  having 
bellowed  my  confidence  upon  a  man,  who  now 
feemcd  to  me  incapable  of  being  influenced  ei- 
ther by  pailion  or  interefh  But,  alas  !  how  much 
are  princes  to  be  pitied  !  this  man  knew  me 
much  better  than  I  knew  myfelf:  he  knew  that 
kings  are  generally  diftruftful  and  indolent  ;  dii- 
truftful  from  the  conftant  experience  ihey  have 
of  the  artifice  and  diffimulation  of  the  corrupt 
men  about  them  -,  indolent,  from  the  love  or 
pleafure,  and  their  being  accuflomed  to  have 
miniflers  employed,  think  for  them,  and  fpare 
them  the  trouble  of  reflection .  He  was  con- 
vinced, therefore,  that  it  would  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  make  me  conceive  a  jealoufy  and  dif- 
truft  of  a  man,  who  would  not  fail  to  perform 
great  aclions,  especially,  as  in  his  abfence,  he 
could  lay  fnares  for  him  with  the  greater  eafe 
and  efficacy. 

"  Philoclcs,  at  his  departure,  forefeeing  what 
might  happen  :  "  Remember,"  faid  he  to  me, 
**  that,  in  my  abfence,  I  (hall  not  have  2n  op- 
portunity  of    defending    myfelf;    that    you  will 
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bear  only  the  accu  fat  ions  of  my  enemy  ;  and  that 
for  ferving  you  at  the  rifk  of  my  life,  I  am  in 
danger  of  having  no  other  recompence  than  your 
hatred  and  difpleafure."  "  You  are  miftaken," 
faid  I,  "  Protefilaus  does  not  fpeak  of  you  as 
you  exprefs  yourfelf  with  refpecl:  to  him  :  he 
praifes,  he  efteems  you,  and  thinks  you  worthy 
of  the  high eft  employments  ;  fhould  he  prefume 
to  fpeak  againft  you,  he  would  certainly  lofe  my 
confidence  :  be  under  no  apprehenfions  therefore, 
but  go  and  ferve  me  to  the  belt,  of  your  ability." 
Accordingly  iie  fet  out  immediately,  and  left  m-e 
in  a  very  odd  fituation. 

"  I  mult  own,  Mentor j  that  I  was  well  aware 
how  neceffary  it  was  for  me  to  have  feveral  dif- 
ferent perfons  to  confult  ;  and  that  nothing  was 
more  prejudicial  either  to  my  reputation  or  the 
fuccefs  of  my  affairs,  than  to  confine  myfelf  to 
one.  I  knew  that  the  wife  counfels  of  Philocles 
had  prevented  my  taking  feveral  dangerous  fteps, 
to  which  1  wa«  impelled  by  the  pride  and  haugh- 
tiness of  Protefilaus.  I  was  fenfible  that  there 
was  a  fund  of  probity  and  integrity  in  Philocles, 
not  to  be  found,  at  le  id  in  the  fame  degree,  in 
Protefilaus  :  but  I  had  fufFered  Protefilaus  to 
aflame  fuch  an  overbearing  riecifi^e  tone,  as  I 
was  fcarce  any  longer  aMe  to  refift,  I  was 
weary  of  finding  myfelf  always  between  two  men 
who  could  never  agree  ->    and  in  this  difagreeable 
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re  Grain  t  I  weakly  chofe  to  facrifice  the  interen: 
of  the  public  in  fome  meafure  to  my  own  private 
eafe  and  fatisfa&ioii.  I  durft  not  own,  even  to 
myfelf,  that  my  conduct  was  influenced  by  fuch 
a  fhameful  motive  :  but  this  fiiameful  motive^ 
thouorh  I  durft.  not  unfold  it,  did  not  fail  to  ope- 
rate in  fecret  within  my  breaft  ;  and  was,  in- 
deed, the  true  fource  of  all  mj  actions.  Phi- 
locles  furprifed  the  enemy,  gained  a  complete 
victory,  and  intended  to  return  directly,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  effect  of  the  ill  ciHces  which  he 
had  reafon  to  apprehend  :  but  Protefilaus,  who 
had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  make  me  entirely 
his  dupe,  wrote  to  him,  that  I  defired  he  mould 
make  a  defcent  upon  the  iiland  of  Carpathium, 
in  order  to  make  the  moil  of  his  victory.  In 
fact,  he  bad  perfuaded  me  that  I  might  eafijy 
reduce  that  iiland  :  but  he  had  taken  care  that 
Philocles  mould  be  unprovided  of  many  things 
necefiary  to  male  the  enterprize  fuccefsful,  and 
had  fuhjeited  him  to  certain  reftrictions  that 
occafioned  many  difficulties  in  die  execution. 
In  the  mean  time, -he  made  ufe  of  a  very  worth- 
lefs  fellow  of  a  do.neilic  that  I  had  about  my 
perfon,  to  obferve  me  narrowly,  and  to  give  ' 
an  account  of  every  thing  he  faw,  although  : 
feemed  to  have  little  or  no  correfportdence,  and 
nev  r  to  be  of  the  fame  mind.  This  domeftic, 
Whole  name  was  T;mocrates,  ci,me  one  day  and 
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told  me,  as  a  great  fecret,  that  he  had  difcovcrcd 
s  very  dangerous  affair.  "  Philocles,"  faid  he, 
C4  intends  to  employ  your  fleet  to  make  himfetf 
king  of  the  ifland  of  Carpathium.  The  prin- 
cipal officers  are  all  attached  to  him,  and  the 
foldiers  have  been  all  gained  by  him,  partly  by 
largeMes,  but  more  by  the  dangerous  licentiouf- 
nefs  in  which  he  indulges  them.  lie  is  quite 
intoxicated  by  his  viclory.  Here  is  a  letter 
he  wrote  to  one  of  his  friends,  on  the  fcheme  he 
has  formed  to  raife  himfelf  to  the  rank  of  a  (o~ 
veretga.  After  fo  full  a  proof,  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  of  his  dtfign."  I  read  the  letter, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  of  Philocles's  writ- 
ing. His  hand  had  been  very  exactly  imitated, 
and  that  by  Protefilaus,  alnited  by  Timocrates. 
This  letter  furprifed  me  greatly  :  I  read  it  over 
and  over,  but  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  it  was 
written  by  Philocles,  when  I  recollected,  in  the 
anguim  of  my  mind,  the  many  endearing  /proofs 
he  had  given  me  of  his  integrity  and  difintereft- 
ednefs.  But  what  could  I  do  ?  How  could  I 
refift  the  evidence  of  a  letter  that  appeared  to 
me  the  undoubted  band-writing  of  Philocles. 

"  When  Timocrates  found  that  his  ftratagep 
had  fucceeded  fo  far,  he  pufhed  it  ftill  further. 
*<  May  I  prefume,"  faid  he  with  a  faultering 
accent,  "  to  defire  you  to  take  notice  of  one  word 
in  the  letter  ?    Philocles  tells  his  friend,  that  he 
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may  fafely  venture  to  fpeak  to  Protefilaus  con- 
cerning fomething  that  he  express  only  by  a 
cypher  :  wkhout  doubt,  Protefilaus  hath  em- 
barked in  his  defign,  and  they  have  made  up 
their  differences,  in  order  to  carry  on  their 
fchemes  againft  you.  You  know  it  was  Pro- 
tefilaus  who  importuned  you  to    fend   Philocles 

ft 

againft  the  Carpathians.     For  fome  time  he  hath 
defifted    from  faying  any    thing  againft    him,    as 
he   often  ufed   to  do   before  :    on    the   contrary, 
he  excufes  and  praifes  him  on  all  occafions,  and 
they  have  treated  one  another  of  late,  when  they 
happen  to  meet,    politely  enough.     Undoubtedly 
they  have  concerted  meafurcs    together    to    ftiare 
betwixt  them  the  ifland    of  Carpathium,  when  it 
fhall    be    conquered.       You   know   too    that  he 
caufed  this  enterprize  to  be    undertaken  againft 
all  the  rules  of  prudence    and    forecaft,  and   that 
he  hazards  the  ruin  of  your  fleet  to    gratify  his 
ambition.      Do  you  imagine   that  he  would  thus 
contribute  alfo  to    gratify    that    of  Philocles    if 
they  were  ftill  at  variance  ?    No,  no,    it   cannot 
any  longer  be  doubted,    that  thefe  two  men  act 
in  concert   to    raife    themfelves    to   great    power 
and  authority,    and,  perhaps,  to  over- turn   your 
throne.     By  fpeaking  to  you   in   this  manner,  I 
know  that  I  expofe  myfelf  to   their  refentmenr, 
if,  notwithstanding  this  my  faithful  advice,  you 
fuffer  them   ftill  to  retain  their  authority.      But 
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what  does  it  fignify,  while  I  do  my  duty,  and  fay 
nothing  but  the  truth.'* 

"  Thefelaft  words  of  Timoerates  made  a  deep 
impreilicn  upon  me  :  I  no  longer  doubted  the 
treachery  of  Philoclcs,  and  I  was  jealous  of 
ProtefiJaus,  as  his  friend  and  accomplice.  In 
the  mean  time,  Timoerates  was  inceffantly  fay- 
ing to  me  :  "  If  you  wait  till  Philoclcs  has 
made  an  entire  conquefl  of  the  ifle  of  Carpathium, 
it  will  be  too  late  to  put  a  flop  to  his  defigns  ; 
fecure  him  therefore  without  delay  while  you 
have  it  in  your  power."  .  I  was  now  extremely 
ihocked  at  the  deep  diflimulation  of  mankind, 
and  did  not  know  whom  to  trufh  After  the 
difcovery  I  had  made  of  Philocles's  treachery, 
I  did  not  think  there  was  any  man  upon  earth 
in  whofe  virtue  I  could  confide.  That  perfidious 
fuhjecr.  I  was  determined  to  put  to  death  forrh- 
writh  ;  but  J  was  afraid  of  Protefilaus,  and  did 
not  know  how  to  act  in  regard  to  him.  I  was 
afraid  of  finding  him  guilty,  and  I  was  afraid  to 
truh:  him  until  I  had  cleared  up  my  doubts. 

"Atlafr,  however,  in  my  perplexity  I  could 
not  help  telling  him  that  I  began  to  be  fufpicious 
of  Philoclcs.  At  this  hint  he  feemed  furprifed  ; 
urged  his  moderation  and  upright  conduct  ;  ex- 
aggerated his  fervices  ;  in  fhort,  he  did  his  ut- 
mofr,  to  make  me  believe  that  they  understood 
one  another  too  well.  On  the  other  hand,  Ti- 
moerates 
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mocrates  endeavoured   from    thence   to   perfuade 
me  that  they  acted    in   concert,   and    to    engage 
me  to  take  off  Philocles  while  it  was  yet  in  my 
power.      You  fee,    my    dear   Mentor,   how  un- 
happy kings  are,  and  how  much  they  are  in  dan- 
ger of  being  made   the    fport    of  other    men  ;    of 
thofe    very    men  who    feem  to   tremble  at  their 
foot-froo!.     I  thought   it    a   ftroke  of  profound 
policy  to  difconcert  Protefilaus,  by    fending   Ti- 
mocratcs  fecretly  to  the  fleet   to  make  away  with 
Philocles.     As     for   Protefilaus,    he    carried   his 
diffimulation  to  the   utmoft  height,  and    impofei 
upon  me  with  the  more  fuccefs,  the  more  natu- 
rally he  acted  the  part  of  a    man  who  v/as  him- 
felf  deceived.     Timocrates   then  fettlng    out  for 
the    fleet,    found  Philocles    much   embarafied  in 
making  the  defcent,  as   he  was   in   want   of  all 
forts  of  necefiaries  ;  for  Protefilaus  not  certainly 
knowing  if   the    forged    letter   would   prove   the 
occafion    of   his  death,   was  refolved  to  bring  it 
about  another   way  if   that  failed  ;    namely,    by 
the  mifcarriage  of  an  enterprize,    from  which  he 
had    made    me   expe&  (o   much  ;   a  mifcarriage 
which  would  not  fail  to  incenfe  me    againfr.   the 
general.      Yet    did    he  furmount  the  difficulties 
of  this  expedition  by  his  courage,  his  genius,  and 
the   affection    of   the  troops  which    he  had    ac- 
quired.    Though  the  whole  army  faw  how  raft 
the  attempt  was,  and    how  fatal  it  would    pro- 
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bably  be,  yet  every  one  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  to  make  it  fuccefsful,  as  if  his  life  and 
happinefs  depended  upon  the  event.  Every  one 
was  willing  to  hazard  his  life  at  all  times  un- 
der a  commander  Co  wife,  and  (o  attentive  to 
conciliate  their  attachment. 

<c  Timocrates  expofed  himfelf  to  the  mod  im- 
minent danger  in  attempting  the  life  of  a  com- 
mander in  the  mid  ft  of  an  army  by  whom  he  was 
fo  much  loved.  But  wild  immoderate  ambition 
is  blind.  Timocrates  thought  nothing  too  dan- 
gerous or  difficult  to  gratify  Protefilaus,  in  con- 
ition  with  whom  he  fancied  he  fhould  go- 
vern in  an  abfolute  manner  after  the  death  of 
Philoctes  -,  and  Protefilaus,  on  his  part,  could 
not  bear  a  rtian  of  virtue  whofe  very  appearance  fe- 
c-retly  reproached  him  with  his  crimes;  and  whofe 
integrity  might  ruin  his  projects,  by  opening  my 
eyes  to  his  real  character.  Timocrates  firft  gain- 
ed over  two  officers,  who  were  conftantly  with 
Philocles,  by  promifing  them  great  rewards  in 
my  name  ;  he  then  told  him  that  he  was  come 
by  my  order  to  communicate  certain  fecrets  which 
he  could  not  impart  but  in  the  prefence  of  thefe 
two  officers.  Philocles  accordingly  retired  to 
a  private  apartment  with  them  and  Timocrates  : 
then  Timocrates  immediately  drew  a  poignard 
and  ftabbed  Philocles,  but  the  wound  was  not 
deep,  the  weapon  paffing  obliquely  through  his 
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fide.  Philocles,  not  at  all  difconcerted  or  dif- 
mayed,  wrefted  the  poignard  from  him,  and  de- 
fended himfelf  with  it  againft  the  afTailin  and  his 
two  accomplices.  At  the  fame  time  calling  out 
for  help,  fome  perfons  came  running  to  the  door, 
burft  it  open,  and  refcued  him  from  the  three 
aflailants,  who,  being  difordered  with  fear,  had 
attacked  him  but  feebly.  They  were  all  three 
feized,  and  would  have  been  immediately  torn  to 
pieces,  fo  much  was  the  army  enraged  againft 
them,  had  not  Philocles  interpofed,  who  taking 
Timocrates  afide,  calmly  aiked  him,  who  had 
mitigated  him  to  attempt  fo  black  a  deed.  He, 
in  the  apprehenfion  of  being  put  to  death,  im- 
mediately produced  the  order  that  I  had  given 
him  in  writing  to  make  away  with  Philocles  ; 
and  as  traitors  are  always  bafe  and  cowardly, 
he  endeavoured  to  fave  his  own  life  by  making 
a  full  difcovery  of  his  colleague's  treachery. 

Ci  Philocles,  mocked  to  find  fo  much  villainy  hi 
mankind,  took  a  refolution  that  was  full  of  mo- 
deration :  he  declared  to  the  whole  army  that 
Timocrates  was  innocent,  fee u red  him  againft 
all  danger,  and  fent  him  back  to  Crete  ;  he 
then  refigned  the  command  of  the  army  to.Po- 
limenes,  whom  I  had  nominated  to  it  in  my 
written  order,  after  Philocles  mould  be  killed. 
Laftly,  having  exhorted  the  troops  to  behave 
with  due  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  me,  he  went  in 
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the  night  on  board  a  fmall  bark,  which  carried 
him  to  the  iile  of  Samos,  where  he  lives  quietly 
in  poverty  and  folitude,  gaining  his  livelihood 
by  making  ftatues,  and  never  defiring  to  hear 
any  more  of  wicked  deceitful  men,  but  efpecially 
of  kings,  whom  he  looks  upon  as  the  moft  un- 
happy, and  moft  blind  of  all  men."  Here  Men- 
tor interrupted  Idomeneus,  and  faid  :  "  Well, 
was  it  long  before  you  difcovered  the  truth  ?" 
"  No,''  replied  Idomeneus,  "  I  found  out  by 
degrees  the  artifices  of  Protefilaus  and  Timo- 
crates,  and  the  fooner  by  their  falling  out  ; 
for  it  is  difficult  for  bad  men  to  continue  long- 
united.  This  quarrel  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  difcovering  the  depth  of  the  abyfs  into  which 
they  had  plunged  me."  "  Well,"  faid  Mentor, 
"  did  not  you  take  a  refolution  to  rid  yourfelf 
of  both  of  them  ?"  "  Alas  !"  replied  Idomeneus, 
"  can  you  be  ignorant  of  the  weaknefs  and  per- 
plexity of  princes  ?  When  they  have  once  at- 
tached themfelves-  to  men  who  have  the  art  of 
rendering  themfelves  neccffary,  they  have  no. 
longer  any  liberty  to  hope  for.  Thofe  they  def- 
pife  moft,  they  treat  beft,  and  even  overwhelm, 
with  favours  :  although  I  greatly  dreaded  Prote- 
filaus, yet  I  ftill  left  him  the  entire  management 
of  my  affairs.  Strange  infatuation  !  I  was  ex- 
tremely glad  that  1  knew  him,  and  yet  I  had 
not  the  refolution  to  re  fume  the  authority  I  h;ti 

con- 
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conferred   upon  him.     It   is   true,    I    found  him 
eafy,  obliging,    attentive  to  gratify  my  paflions, 
and  zealous    for    my  intereft.     In    fine,  I   made 
fhift  to  excufe  my  weaknefs  to  myfelf,    by  reafon, 
I  had  never  known   what   true   reafon   was,  for 
want  of  judgment  to  diftinguifli  and  chufe   men 
of  worth  to  conduct  my  affairs.       I  even  thought 
there  were  none  fuch   upon  the   earth,,  and  that 
probity  was  no   more    than     a    beautiful    phan- 
tom.   To  what  purpofe,  faid  I,   make  a  noife  by 
difgracing    one    corrupt    minifler,    only    to    fall 
into  the  hands  of  another,    neither  more  difin- 
terefted,  nor  more  honeft  than  he.     In  the  mean 
time  the  fleet  returned   under   the   command    of 
Polimcnes,  and  I  dropped  all  thoughts  of  mak- 
ing   a    conqueft    of    the   ifland   of    Carpathian, 
Protefilaus,    notvvithflanding    his  profound  difii- 
mulation,  could  not  prevent   my    perceiving  he 
was  extremely  chagrined  that  Philoeles  had    got 
fafe  to  the  ifle  of  Samos." 

Here  Ment>r  a^ain  interrupted  Idomeneus  to 
a(k  him,  whether,  after  the  difcovery  of  fuch  black 
treachery,  he  continued  ft  ill  to  trufl  Protefilaus 
with  the  management  of  his  affairs.  "  1  was," 
replied  Idomenens,  "  too  averfe  to  bufinefs,  and 
too  indolent  to  be  able  to  extricate  myklf  out 
of  his  hands.  To  efFe£l  this  deliverance,  I  mud 
have  been  obliged    to   alter   the    plan  I  had  efta- 

hed  for  my.eafe  and  convenience,  and  to  in- 
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ftru£l  another  minifter,  a  taflc  which  I  never 
had  refolution  to  undertake.  I  chofe  rather  to 
fhut  my  eyes,  that  I  might  not  fee  the  artifices 
of  Protefilaus ;  and  comforted  myfelf  only  by 
letting  fome  perfons,  in  whom  I  confided,  know 
that  I  was  not  ignorant  of  his  perfidy.  Thus  I 
imagined  I  was  hut  in  part  deceived,  fince  I  knew 
that  I  was  deceived.  I  even  now  and  then  gave 
Protefilaus  to  underftand  that  I  bore  his  yoke 
with  impatience  ;  taking  a  pleafure  often  in  con- 
tradicting him,  in  publicly  condemning  fome 
things  that  he  had  done,  and  determining  con- 
trary to  his  opinion  ;  but  as  he  knew  my  lazi- 
nefs,  and  want  of  refolution,  he  was  not  much 
troubled  at  my  uneafmefs.  He  was  never  daunt- 
ed or  difcouraged,  but  always  returned  to  the 
charge  ;  fometimes  infolent  and  afluming  ;  at 
others,  humble  and  complying  ;  efp?cially  when 
he  perceived  that  I  was  out  of  humour  with  him, 
he  re-doubled  his  efforts  to  pacify  me,  either  by 
procuring  me  new  pleafures  and  amufements,  or 
by  engaging  me  in  fome  defign  in  which  his  afiifr- 
ance  might  be  neceiTary,  or  which  might  give 
him  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  his  zeal  fur 
my  honour. 

<c  Although  I  was  upon  my  guard  ag a i rift  him, 
yet  he  (till  maintained  his  afcendant  over  me  by 
thus  flattering  my  paiBons  j  by  knowing  my 
fecrets  -3  by  extricating  me  out  of  my  difficulties  ; 

and 
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and  by  making  all  my  fubjecls  and  neighbours 
Hand  in  awe  of  my  authority.  I  could  not  there- 
fore refolve  to  difcard  him  :  but  by  thus  con- 
tinuing him  in  his  place,  I  made  it  unfafe  for 
any  good  man  to  venture  to  reprefent  to  me 
my  true  interefts.  From  that  time  there  was  an 
end  of  all  freedom  of  fpeech  in  my  council. 
Truth  forfook  me  ;  and  error,  the  fore-runner 
of  the  fall  of  kings,  punifhed  me  for  having 
focrificed  Philocles  to  the  cruel  ambition  of  Pro- 
tefilaus,  Even  thofe  who  were  moil  zealous  for 
the  public  good,  and  moft  attached  to  my  per- 
fon,  thought  themfelves  now  no  longer  obliged 
to  attempt  to  undeceive  me.  After  bavins:  fuf- 
fered  myfelf  to  be  fo  fharnefully  milled  and  abuf- 
ed,  I  was  myfelf  afraid  left  truth  fhould  pene- 
trate the  thick  cloud,  and  reach  me  in  fpite  of 
adulation  ;  for,  as  I  had  not  resolution  to  em- 
brace and  follow  it,  the  light  of  it  was  become 
uneafy  to  me.  I  found,  that  notwithstanding 
the  cruel  remorfe  it  had  occafioned  me,  it  had 
not  been  able  to  deliver  me  from  my  thraldom. 
From  my  own  indolence,  and  the  afcendant 
which  Protefilaus  had  infenfibly  gained  over  me, 
I  began  to  defpair  of  ever  being  able  to  recover 
my  liberty.  A  Situation  fo  fhameful  I  would  fain 
have  concealed  both  from  myfelf  and  others. 
You  know,  my  dear  Mentor,  the  falfe  ridiculous 
notions   of  glory  and  grandeur  in  which   kings 

are 
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are  brought  up  :  tney  will  never,  therefore,  al- 
low themfelves  to  be  in  the  wrong  ;  and,  to  co- 
ver one  blunder,  commit  a  hundred.  Rather 
than  own  that  they  have  been  deceived,  and 
take  the  pains  to  correct  their  errors,  they  will 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  all  their 
lives.  Such  is  the  condition  of  weak  and  indo- 
lent princes,  and  fuch  exadtly  was  mine,  whea 
I  was  obliged  to  embark  for  the  fiege  of  Troy. 

"  At  my  departure,  I  left  the  adminiftration  of 
the  government  in  the  hands  of  Protefilaus,  wha 
acled    in   a  cruel  imperious   manner  during   my 
abfence.     The  whole  kingdom  of  Crete  groaned 
under  his  tyranny,    yet   nobody   had  courage  to 
inform   me    of    my    people's   cppreffion.     They 
knew  I  was  afraid  of  difcovering  the  truth,    and 
that  I  abandoned    to   the  cruelty   of  Protefilaus 
all    thofe  who   ventured  to  fpeak  againfl   him  ;. 
but   the    lefs    courage    they   had    to    remonftrate 
againft  him,    the   more  violent  he    became,     At 
he  compelled  me  to  diigrace   the  brave   Mo- 
rion,   who  had  attended  me  with  fo  much  glory 
to  the  fiege  of  Troy.     He  grew  jealous  of  him, 
as  he  did    of   all   thofe    for  whom    I    difcovered 
any  regard,   or   who    had  sny  virtue  left.     You 
cannot  be  ignorant,    my  dear   Mentor,    that   all 
my  misfortunes  have  ariion  from  fuch  a  conduct.. 
The  revolt  of  the  Cretans  was  not  occafioned  fo 
much  by  the  death  of  my  fon,  a;  the  wrath 

the 
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the  gods,  who  were  offended  at  my  weak  con- 
duct, and  the  hatred  of  the  people,  which  Pro- 
tefilaus  had  drawn  upon  me.  When  I  embrucd 
my  hands  in  the  blood  of  my  fon,  the  Cretans, 
already  exafperated  by  the  feverity  of  my  govern- 
ment, loft  all  patience  ;  and  the  abhorrence  of 
me  and  my  government  that  had  long  been  rank- 
ling at  their  hearts,  now  broke  forth,  and  dif- 
played  itfelf  openly. 

"  Timocrates  accompanied  me  to  the  fiege  of 
Troy,  and  gave  Protefilaus  fecretly  an  account 
by  letters  of  all  that  he  obferved  or  could  dif- 
cover.  I  was  very  fenhble  that  I  was  no  better 
than  a  prifoner  ;  but  as  I  defpaired  of  being  able 
to  deliver  myfelf  from  captivity,  I  did  not  fuf- 
fer  my  thoughts  to  dwell  upon  it.  When  the 
Cretans,  after  my  arrival,  revolted,  Protefilaus 
and  Timocrates  were  the  firft  that  endeavoured 
to  make  their  efcape  ;  and  they  would  have  un- 
doubtedly forfaken  me,  if  I  had  not  been  obliged 
to  fly  almoft  as  foon  as  they.  AfAire  yourfelf, 
my  dear  Mentor,  that  thofe  who  are  infolent  in 
profperity,  are  always  mean  and  pufillanimous 
in  a  reverfe  of  fortune.  No  fooner  are  they  de- 
prived of  their  abfolute  power,  than  they  lofe 
their  reafon  and  refolution.  They  are  then  35 
abject  and  cringing,  as  they  were  before  haughty 
and  imperious  ;  palling  in  a  moment  from  or.e 
extreme,  to  another." 

Here 
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Here  Mentor  faid  to  Idomeneus  :  "But  how 
comes  it  pafs,  that  knowing  fo  well  thefe  two 
wicked  men,  you  ftill  keep  them  about  you,  as 
1  find  you  do  ?  That  they  fnould  have  followed 
you,  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed,  as  they  had  no 
other  courfe  to  take  more  for  their  advantage. 
I  even  wiil  allow  that  you  acted  generoufly, 
in  permitting  them  to  take  refuge  in  your  new 
feulement :  but  why  fhould  you  give  yourfelf 
up  entirely  to  their  guidance,  after  fuch  a  long 
courfe  of  fatal  experience  r" 

"  You  are  not  aware,"  replied  Idomeneus, 
"  how  little  indolent,  effeminate,  unthinking 
princes  are  the  better  for  all  their  experience. 
Although  they  are  diflatisfied  with  the  whole  of 
the  adminiitration,  yet  they  have  not  courage  to 
redrefs  any  one  abufe.  The  being  ukdy  for  fo 
many  years,  to  be  guided  by  theie  two  men, 
was  like  a  chain  of  iron  that  fattened  me  to  them ; 
befides,  I  wTas  watched  and  befet  by  them  con- 
tinually. Since  1  have  been  here,  they  have  en- 
gaged me  in  all  thofe  expenfive  projects  that  you 
know  of;  and  have  quite  drained  this  infant  fet- 
tlement.  They  too  were  the  occafion  of  the  war, 
which,  but  for  you,  would  have  been  fatal  to 
me.  I  mould  foon  have  undergone  the  fame 
calamities  at  Salentum  as  in  Crete  :  but  you 
have  opened  my  eyes,  and  have  infpired  me  with 
the  courage  I  wanted,  to  alTert  my  liberty.  How 
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it  happens  I  cannot  tell  ;    but    fince   you   came 
hither  I  find  myfelf  quite  another  man." 

Mentor  then  afked  Idomeneus  how  Protefilaus 
had  behaved  fince  that  change  took  place,  "  No- 
thing," replied  Idomeneus,  i4  could  be  more  artful 
than  his  behaviour  fince  your  arrival.  At  fiifi:  he 
took  a  great  deal  of  pains  indirectly  to  raife  in  my 
mind  a  jeal'oufy  of  you.  Ke  faid  nothing  hirn- 
felf  to  your  di  fad  vantage  ;  but  there  were  feve— 
ral  perfons  that  warned  me  to  be  upon  my  guard 
againft  you,  as  Grangers  that  had  no  good  de- 
figns.  "  One  of  them,"  faid  they,  "  is  the 
fon  of  the  deceitful  Ulyfles  ;  the  other  is  a  man 
of  great  depth  and  diflirhulatiori  :  they  are  con- 
tinually wandering  from  on^  country  to  another  : 
who  knows  whether  they  may  not  have  formed 
fome  defign  upon  this  ?  It  appears  from  their 
own  accounts,  that  they  have  been  the  caufe  of 
great  difturbances  in  every  place  where  they  have 
been.  This  fettlement  is  but  yet  in  its  infancy, 
and  may  be  eafily  overturned. " 

"  Protefilaus  faid  nothing  directly  againfl:  yoi, 
but  he  ftrove  to  perfuade  me  of  the  danger  and 
abfurdity  of  the  feveral  reformations  you  pro- 
pofed.  He  endeavoured  to  deter  me  from  them, 
by  reprefenting  them  as  contrary  to  my  interefir. 
"  If^'  laid  he,  cc  you  introduce  riches  among 
your  people,  they  will  labour  no  more  ;  they 
will    become  haughty,  intractable,   and   be  ever 

ready 
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ready  to  revolt  :  the  only  way  to  make  them 
humble  and  fubmiffive,  and  to  prevent  refinance 
and  rebellion,  is  to  keep  them  poor  and  indi- 
gent.'' He  often  attempted  to  refume  his  former 
power,  in  order  to  lord  it  over  me,  though  he 
covered  his  defign  under  an  appearance  of  zeal 
for  my  fervice.  "  By  ftudying,"  faid  he,  "  to 
cafe  the  people,  you  intrench  upon  the  royal  au- 
thority, and  thereby  do  them  an  irreparable  in- 
jury ;  for  there  is  a  neceflity  for  their  being  kept 
under  for  their  own  good  and  quiet." 

"  To  all  this  I  replied  :  That  I  knew  well 
how  to  keep  them  in  their  duty  and  allegiance  by 
conciliating  their  affections,  by  maintaining  my 
authority,  notwithstanding  my  inclination  to  eafe 
them  :  by  punifhing  the  guilty  with  fumnefs 
and  refolution  ;  and  laltly,  by  giving  the  youth 
a  proper  education,  and  fupporting,  by  a  Ariel 
difcipline,  a  fimplicity  of  manners,  fobriety,  and 
indufrry  among  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 
What,  faid  I,  cannot  a  people  be  kept  un- 
der without  ftarving  them  ?  What  inhumanity  ! 
what  barbarous  policy  !  how  many  nations  do 
we  fee  treated  with  gentlenefs  by  their  princes, 
and  yet  very  dutiful  and  loyal  !  Rebellions  are 
occafioned  by  the  intrigues  and  ambition  of  the 
grandees,  when  their  paflions  and  licenttoufnefs 
are  not  duly  retrained  ;  by  the  great  numbers, 
both  high  and  low,   who  live   in  {loth,  luxury, 

and 
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and  idlenefs  ;  by  too  great  a  proportion  of  mi- 
litary men,  who,  in  time  of  peace,  apply  them- 
fehes  to  no  kind  of  ufeful  employment;  laflly, 
by  the  dtfpair  of  an  oppreikd  people,  the  pride 
and  infenfibility  of  kings,  together  with  their 
indolence,  which  makes  them  incapable  of  that 
vigilance  that  is  neceiTary  to  prevent  commotions 
in  a  ftate.  Thefe  are  the  true  caufijs  of  revolts, 
and  not  the  allowing  the  peafant  to  eat  in  peace 
the  bread  that  he  hath  earned  with  the  fweat  c:' 
his  brow. 

"  When  Protefilaus  found  that  I  was  unal- 
terably fixed  in  thefe  maxims,  his  conduct  was 
quite  altered  from  what  it  was  before  ;  he  be^an 
to  adopt  the  maxims  which  he  could  not  prevail 
upon  me  to  relinquifh  ;  he  pretended  to  relifh 
them,  to  be  convinced  of  their  juflnefs,  and  to 
be  obliged  to  me  for  having  fet  him  right  in  that 
refpec~t.  He  is  before- hand  v/ith  me  in  every 
thing  I  could  v/ifh  for  the  eafe  of  my  people  ; 
he  is  the  firft  to  urge  their  wants,  and  to  ex- 
claim againfi  exorbitant  expence.  You  know 
how  he  extols  you,  how  he  feems  to  confide  in 
you,  and  that  he  is  very  aiTiduous  to  pleafe  you. 
As  for  Timocrates,  he  begins  to  be  upon  ill 
terms  with  Protefilaus,  having  fhewn  an  incli- 
nation to  fnake  off  his  yoke.  Of  confequence, 
Protefilaus  is  become  jealous   of  him  -3   and    to 
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this  their  mifunderftanding  I  am  partly  indebted 
for  the  difcovcry  of  their  perfidy. " 

Mentor  fmilingly  replied  :    M  Is  it  poflible  you 
fhould  have  been  fo  weak  as  to  filffer  yourfelf  to 
be  enflaved  fo  many  years  by  two  traitors,   whofe 
treachery  you  knew  !"    "  Ah,"   replied   Idome- 
neus,    "  you  are  not   aware   what   an  afcendant 
artful  men  gain  over  a  weak  and  indolent  prince, 
who  entirely  gives  up    to   them  the   reins  of  go- 
vernment.     But  PrOteulans,   as  I  told  you,  hath 
row  entered  into  all    your  views  for  the   public 
good."       Mentor   thus    replied    with    an    air  of 
gravity  :    ci  I    fee   too    plain,    in    what   manner 
wicked    men    prevail    over    the    virtuous    in    the 
courts  of  kings  :    you  yourfelf  furnifh  a  terrible 
example.       But  you  tell  me,  that  I  have  opened 
your  eyes  in  regard  to  Protefllaus,    and   yet   they 
are  fliil  fo  far  (hut,    that  you  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  your  affairs  in  his  hands,  though  he  does 
not  deferve  ot  live.      Do  not  imagine    that   the 
bad  are  incapable  of  doing   any  good  :  for   they 
can    do  good   or  ill  indifferently,   as  it  anfwers 
their  ambitious    views.     To  do  ill,   gives  them 
no  fort   of  uneafinefs,   being  without  any  virtu- 
ous principle,    or  benevolent  fenfation  to  reftrain 
them  ;    nor  are  they  more  backward  to  do  good, 
though  from  a  vicious   motive,   that  by  appear- 
ing virtuous,    they   may  more  certainly   deceive 
the  reft  of  mankind.    Properly  fpeaking,  indeed, 

they 
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they    are    not    capable    of   virtue,    though    they 
feera  to  pra&ifg  it,  but  are  capable  of  adding  to 
their  other  vices  that  which  is    the  bafefl  of  all, 
namely,  hypocrify.       While  you   are    fully  bent 
upon   doing    good,    Protefilaus    will  fall  in  with 
your  inclinations,    in  order   to    preferve    his   in- 
fluence  and  authority.     But  if  he  fhould  obferve 
you  to  remit  ever  fo  little  of  your   ardor  in   re- 
gard to  that,   he  will  leave  rio  (lone  unturned  to 
draw  you  into  your  former   errors,    that  he  may 
be  at  liberty  to  indulge  his  natural    ferocity   and 
deceit.     Can  you  enjoy   either  honour  or  repofe, 
while  you  have  fuch  a  man  Hill  about  you,   and 
while  you  know  that  the  fage  and    faithful  Phi- 
locles  lives  in  poverty  and  difgrace  in  the  ifle    of 
Samos  ?    You  are  now  very  fenfible,  O  Idome- 
neus,    that  bold    perfidious   men,   if  fuffered  to 
be  about  weak,    indolent   princes,    will    gain  an 
afcendant  over    them,    and    mi  (lead    them.     But 
there  is  another  misfortune  to  which  thofe  princes 
are  fubjecl,    not  lefs  than  the  other,  which   you 
ought  alfo  to  be  fenfible  of,    and  that  is,  of  ea- 
fily  forgetting  the  virtue  and   fervices  of  one  that 
has  been  obliged  to   be   abfent   anv  time.      The 
multitudes  with    which    princes   are   continually 
furrounded,    are    the   caufe    that  none   of  them 
iingly    make   any   deep    rmpreffion    upon    them  : 
they  arc  afTe£ted   only   by    what    is    prefent   and 
agreeable  }   every    thing   gKq  is    ibon  forgotten. 

The 
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The  virtuous  in  particular  are  but  little  regard- 
ed  by  them,  becaufe  inftead  of  flattering  them^ 
they  venture  even  to  contradict  them,  and  to 
condemn  their  weak  conduct.  Is  it  then  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  they  are  not  loved,  when  they 
themfelves  love  nothing  but  idle  pomp  and  plea* 
furc  f" 
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BOOK    XIV. 
THE     ARGUMENT. 

<Mentor  -prevails  upon  Idomeneus  to  fend  Protefilaus 
and  ci  imocrates  tj  the  ijle  of  Sarnos,  and  to  re- 
call Phiiocles^  and  advance  bim  again  to  fa- 
vour and  honour \  Hegefppus,  who  Is  charged 
with  the  commijfion,  executes  it  with  joy.  He 
arrives  ivitb  thefe  two  men  at  the  ifle  cf  Samos^ 
vjhere  he  finds  his  friend,  leading  in  contentment 
a  life  of  poverty  and  folitude.  He  could  hardly 
bs  prevailed  upon  to  tonfent  to  return  to  his 
countrymen  :  however ',  when  he  found  that  it  was 
the  will  of  the  gods  that  he  Jbould,  he  embarks 
with  Hegeftppus,  and  arrives  at  S  ale  n  turn,  where 
ldomeneus,  vjdo  was  quite  changed  ft  om  what 
he  had  been  before 9    receives  him  kindly, 

AFTER  having  fpoke  ro  this  effect,    JVlen- 

t:»r  m  ide  it'  meneus  fenftble  that  he  ought 

immediately   to  diiiurts    ProtefiJ  tnd     iimo- 

crau-Sj 
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crates,  and  recall  Philocles.  The  only  difficulty 
that  remained,  was  the  king's  apprehenfion  with 
refpeel  to  the  fe  verity  of  Philocles.  "  I  own," 
faid  he,  "  I  cannot  help  dreading  a  little  his 
return,  though  I  love  and  efteem  his  virtue4 
From  my  earliest  in-fancy  J  have  been  accuftomed 
to  fuch  adulation,  officious  zeal  and  compliances, 
as  I  cannot  expect  from  that  man.  As  often  as 
I  took  any  ftep  which  he  did  not  approve,  I 
difcovered  it  immediately,  by  his  melancholy  air  5 
and  when  he  was  alone  with  me,  his  deportment 
was  model!  and  refpeclful,  but  ever  dry  and 
referved."  "  Do  not  you  know,"  replied  Men- 
tor, "  that  princes  fpoiied  by  flattery  are  apt  to 
call  an  ingenuous  freedom  aufterity  and  churl- 
iflinefs  ?  Nay,  they  are  even  apt  to  imagine,  that 
men  have  no  zeal  for  their  fervice,  or  that  they 
aje  difaffecled,  unlefs  they  are  fervile,  and  ready 
to -flatter  them  in  the  moil:  unjufi:  exercife  of 
their  power.  Every  free,  ingenuous  expreflion, 
appears  to  them  info  lent,  captious,  and  feditious  j 
and  fo  delicate  do  they  grow,  that  every  thing 
but  flattery  difgufts  and  offends  them.  But  let 
us  fuppofe  that  Philocles  i?,  in  fact,  ftiff  and 
audere,  is  not  that  au fieri ty  to  be  preferred  to 
the  pernicious  flattery  of  your  prefent  counfel- 
lors  ?  Where  can  you  find  a  man  without  foi- 
bles and  defects  ?  And  is  not  that  of  telling  you 
the  truth,  perhaps,  a  little  too  boldly,    the  leaft 

to 
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to  be  dreaded  of  any  ?  But  what  do  I  fay  ?  Is 
it  not  a  defect  necefiary  to  correct  yours,  and  to 
cure  you  of  that  d  alike  of  truth,  which  flattery- 
hath  engendered  ?  You  {land  in  need  of  one  who 
hates  all  falfehood  and  difguife,  and  who  may- 
love  you  better  than  you  yet  know  to  love  your- 
tetf ;  who  may  tell  you  the  truth,  how  difagree- 
able  foever  it  may  be  to  you^  and  convey  it  to 
your  ear  at  all  hazards  ;  and  fuch  a  one  is  Phi- 
locles.  Remember,  that  a  prince  ought  to  think 
himfeif  extremely  happy,  if,  in  his  reign,  there 
is  born  but  one  man  of  fo  much  worth,  fuch 
being  the  greater!  treafure  of  a  Hate  •  and  that 
the  greater!  calamity  he  has  to  apprehend  front 
the  gods,  is  to  lofe  fuch  a  man,  fhould  he  ren- 
der himfeif  unworthy  of  him  by  not  confuting 
him,  and  following  his  advice.  As  for  the  foi- 
bles and  defe&s  of  good  men,  a  prince  ouo-ht  to 
know  them,  but  not  for  that  neglecl  to  employ 
them,  or  advife  with  them.  If  they  have  any 
faults,  endeavour  to  corre&  them,  and  never 
blindly  trufc  to  their  indifcreet  zeal  ;  but  give 
them  a  fair  hearing,  honour  their  virtue,  let  the 
public  fee  that  you  know  how  to  didinauifh 
them  ;  and  above  all  things  beware  of  fc&ing 
any  longer  the  part  you  haye  hitherfo  performed. 
Princes,  abufed  as  you  were,  fati.^fied  with  def- 
pifing  corrupt  men,  continue  fliii  to  emp1oy 
them,  to  truft  them,  and  to  heap  favours  upon 
VoL«  Ir-  E  them. 
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them.  On  the  other  hand,  they  pique  themfelvea 
upon  knowing  alfo  the  virtuous,  but  go  no  far- 
ther than  to  praife  them,  never  advancing  them 
to  employments,  nor  admitting  them  into  their 
familiarity,  nor  beftowing  any  mark  of  their  fa- 
vour upon  them." 

Idomeneus  then  acknowledged  he  had  too  long 
delayed  to  appear   in   behalf  of  opprefled  inno- 
cence, and  to    punifh    thofe   who   had    impofed 
upon  him.     Mentor  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
perfuading   him    to   difgrace    his   favourite  ;    for 
when   favourites  eome  once  to  be  fufpec~ted  by, 
and  obnoxious  to,  their  mafters,  they  are  uneafy 
and  impatient  till   they  get  rid  of  them  ;    their 
partiality  to  them  vaniihes  ;  their  fei  vices  are  for- 
got ;    and   their  fall  does    not   in    the  leaf!  affecT; 
them,    provided  they  are  no  more  feen  by  them. 
Accordingly    the    king   gave    fecret  orders  to 
Hegefippus,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  officers  of 
bis  houfhold,    to  feize  Protefilaus  and  Timocra- 
tes,    to  convey  them  fafely  to  the  ifle  of  Samos, 
and   there    to    leave    them  ;    and    to    bring  from 
thence  the  exile  Philocles.     Hegefippus,  greatly 
furprifed  at  this  order,    could   not   forbear  fhed- 
ding  tears.       "  Now,"  faid  he,  "  will  you  give 
great  joy  to  your  fubjedts  :    thefe  two  men-have 
been  the  occaGon  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  have 
befallen  you  or  your  people.     Thefe  twenty  years 
have  they  mads  all  good  men  groan,  and  hardly 
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dy.rft  they  even  do  that,  fo  great  was  their  ty- 
ranny. Ail  that  ventured  to  make  any  applica- 
tion to  you  through  any  other  channel  than  theirs, 
were  fure  to  be  crufhed  by  them."  Then  did 
Hegefippus  make  a  difcovery  to  the  king  of  a 
great  many  perfidious  and  cruel  deeds  perpetrated 
by  thefe  two  men,  of  which  he  had  never  heard 
a  tittle,  becaufe  no  body  would  venture  to  ao* 
cufe  them  j  he  alfo  told  him  what  he  had  heard 
of  a  fecret  confpiracy  to  deilroy  Mentor  :  at  a.l 
which  the  king  was  greatly  fhocked.  Hegefippus 
then  went  to  feize  ProtefiJaus  at  his  houfe,  which 
was  not  fo  large,  but  more  commodious  and  gay 
than  the  king's  .palace  ;  and  built  in  a  better  taite 
of  architecture.  A  great  deal  of  money,  railed 
by  oppreilion  and  extortion,  had  been  laid  out 
in  adorning  it.  He  was  then  in  a  faloon  of 
marble  near  his  baths,  lolling  carelefsly  upon  a 
bed  of  purple  embroidered  with  gold  :  he  feemed 
quite  exh  a  lifted  with  intenfe  thought  and  appli- 
cation ;  and  there  appeared  a  certain  fiercenefs, 
gloominefs,  and  agitation  in  his  eyes  and  looks. 
The  chief  of  the  grandees  of  the  ftate  were  placed 
on  carpets  all  around  him,  watching  every  mo- 
tion of  his  eye,  and  adapting  their  looks  to  his. 
At  every  word  he  fpoke,  they  were  in  raptures 
of  admiration.  One  of  the  mod  confiderable, 
recounted  with  the  moil:  ridiculous  exaggerations, 
all   that    he   had  done    for   the   king.     Another 
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affirmed,  that  Jupiter  having  beguiled  his  mo- 
ther, had  begot  him,  and  that  he  was  the  fon 
of  the  father  of  the  gods.  Then  came  a  poet, 
and  recited  fome  verfes,  importing,  that  Prote- 
filaus  bating  been  inflrucled  by  the  Mu fes,  had 
equalled  Apollo  in  every  fpecics  of  wit  and  in- 
genuity. Another  poet,  dill  more  abje£t  and 
impudent,  ftyled  him  in  his  verfes  the  inventor 
of  the  fine  arts,  and  the  father  of  the  people.; 
wlio  were  happy  under  his  adminiftration  ;  de- 
ferring him  as  holding  in  his  hand  a  cornu- 
copia. 

Proteiilaus  heard  all  thefe  praifes'with  a  cold,  ab- 
fent,  or  contemptuous  air,  like  a  man  who  thinks 
he  deferves  far  greater,  and  is  wonderfully  con- 
descending in  vouchfafing  to  hear  himfelf  praifed. 
There  was  a  fy cophant  who  ventured  to  whif- 
per  in  his  ear  fomejeft  upon  the  regulations  that 
Mentor  had  introduced.  Protcfilaus  fmiling  at 
it,  the  whole  company  burft  into  a  laugh,  al- 
though rnoft  cf  them  could  not  yet  know  what 
as  that  had   ?iven  occafion   to  it  :    but  Pro- 

O 

tefilaus,  immediately  refuming  his  ftern  and 
haughty  air,  they  all  relapfed  into  fear  and  fi- 
lence.  Several  noblemen  feemed  extremely  carer 
and  impatient  for  the  moment  when  Protefilau? 
'jfhoukl  turn  towards  them,  and  give  them  the 
hearing.  They  appeared  to  be  in  great  emotion 
and  perplexity  :  this  arofe  from  the  favours  they 
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.were  going  to  afk  :    one   might  have    guefied  at 
their  intention  by  their  fuppliant  poitures,  which 
were  like  that  of  a  mother  at  the  foot  of  the  al- 
tar,   when  (lie  earneftly  begs   of  the  gods  to   re- 
ftore  her  only  fon  to  health.     They    all    feemed 
to    entertain  a    hij^h    efteem   and    veneration  for 
Protcfilaus,    though  they  bore  an  implacable  ha- 
tred to   him    in  their   hearts,       At    that   in  (rant, 
Hegefippus   enters  the  faloon,    feizes    the    fvVord 
of  Protefilaus,    and  informs  him  that    he   had  an 
order  from  the  king    to    carry  him   to  the  ifle  of 
Samos.       At  thefe  words,  all  the  pride  and    ar- 
rogance of  the  favourite  fell  in  a  moment,    as  a 
rock  that  tumbles  from  the  top  of  a  high,  crag- 
gy mountain.     He  throws  himfelf  at  the  feet  of 
Hegefippus,  trembling,  faultering,  weeping,  and 
embraces  his   knees,    though    a    little  before    he 
would  hardly  have  deigned  to  take  the  leaft  no- 
tice of  him.    Now  all  thofe  who  but  lately  offer- 
ed  him  the  t  nee  rife    of  fulfome    flattery,    feeing 
him  irrecoverably  undone,   infulted  him  without 
pity.     Hegefippus  would   neither  give  him  time 
to  go  and  bid  adieu   to  his  family,    nor  to  fetch 
fame  fecret  papers,  but  had  them  all  feized    and 
carried    to    the  king.      Timocrates   was   arretted 
at  the  fame  time,    at  which    he  was  greatlv  fur- 
prired  ;    for  he  fondly  imagined,  that  as    he  had 
quarrelled  with  Protefilaus,  he  fhould  not  be  in- 
volved  in    his  ruin.     1  ney   were    both   put    on 
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beard  a  fhip  that  had  been  provided  for  th,vt 
purpofe,  which  Toon  carried  them  to  Samos. 
There  Hegefippus  left  them  ;  miferable  ob-iecrs 
now,  and  what  rendered  them  completely  fo, 
he  left  them  together,  reproaching  one  another, 
in  an  outrageous  manner,  with  the  crimes  they 
had  committed,  and  which  had  occafioned  their 
fall,  without  any  hopes  of  ever  feeing  Salentum 
again,  condemned  to  live  far  from  their  wives 
and  children  ;  I  do  not  fay  from  their  friends, 
for  they  had  none.  They  were  carried  to  an 
unknown  country,  where  they  had  no  other  way 
to  maintain  themfelves  but  by  labour  ;  they  who 
had  pa/Ted  fo  rrany  years  in  pomp  and  luxury  ; 
io  that,  like  two  wild  hearts,  they  were  conti- 
nually ready  to  tear  one  another  to  pieces. 

In  the  mean  time,  Hegefippus  having  en- 
quired in  what  part  of  the  ifland  Philocles  lived, 
was  informed,  that  he  had  taken  up  his  abode 
upon  a  mountain,  far  from  the  city,  where  a 
cave  ferved  him  for  a  houfe.  Every  body  fpoke 
of  him  with  admiration,  "  He  hath  never,'' 
faid  they,  "  injured  any  one  fince  he  hath  been 
in  the  ifland.  Every  body  is  charmed  with  his 
patience,  his  induftry,  and  contentment  ;  though 
he  has  nothing,  he  appears  always  eafy  and  fa- 
tisfied  ;  and  though  he  has  no  fhare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration,  and  has  neither  eftate  nor  autho- 
rity, yet  he  makes  fhift  to  oblige  thofe  who  dt- 
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ferve  it,  and  to  do  a  thoufand  good  offices  to  all 
his  neighbours."      Hegefippus  fets    out  for    the 
grotto,    which   he   finds  open  ^nd  unfurnifhed  ; 
for  fuch  was  the  poverty   of  Philocles,  and    his 
fimplicity  of  manners,  that  he  had   no  occafion, 
when  he  went  abroad,    to  make   faft    his    door. 
His  bed  was  nothing  more  than  a  coarfe  mat  of 
rufhes,    and  he  feldom  lighted  a  fire,  becaufe  he 
never  eat  any  drefTed  meat.     In   fummer  he  lived 
on  fruits  frefh  gathered  from   the    trees,    and  in 
winter  on  dried  figs    and  dates.       His  drink  was 
of  the  water  of  a  clear  fountain,  which,    in  fall- 
ing from  a  rock,  formed  a  little  cafcade.    There 
was  nothing  in  his-grotto  but    the   tools  ufed  in 
fculpiure,    and   a  few  books,    which    he  read   at 
certain  hours,    not   to   gratify   his   curiofity,   or 
polifh  his  wit,   but  to  inform  his  underftanding, 
and  learn  how  to  be  good,    while  he  indulged    a 
little  relaxation  from  labour.     As    for  fculpture, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  it,    not  only  to  prevent  his 
being  idle,    and  to  exercife  his  body,  but  to  garn 
a    livelihood,     and    keep    himfelf    above    want. 
When  Hegefippus  entered  the  grotto,    he  could 
not    help    admiring    the    works    which    he    had 
begun.       Fie   took  notice    in  particular  of  a  Ju- 
piter,   whofe   ferene   countenance  was    fo  full  of 
majefry,    that  it    was  eafy   to    know    him  to  be 
the    father    of   the    gods    and    men.     In  another 
corner  appeared  Mars,    with   a   fierce   menacing 
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haughtinefs  in  his  air  ;  but  the  figure  that  touch- 
ed hirn  moil,  was  a  Minerva  animating  the  arts. 
There  was  fomething  very  fweet  and  noble  in 
her  countenance  ;  (lie  was  tall,  graceful,  and 
finely  fhaped,  and  her  attitude  {o  lively  and  na- 
tural, that  one  would  have  thought  fhe  was  go- 
ing to  move.  After  Hegefippus  had  amufed  him- 
felf  awhile  in  viewing  the  fiatues,  he  quitted 
the  grotto,  and  obferved  Philocies  a  good  way 
ofF,  laid  upon  the  grafa  under  a  huge  tree,  and 
reading.  He  advances  towards  him  ;  and  Phi- 
locies, who  perceiving  him,  knows  not  what  to 
think.  "  Is  not  that,"  faid  he  to  himfelf,  "  He- 
gefippus, with  whom  I  was  very  intimate  in 
Crete  ?  But  how  unlikely  is  it  that  he  fhould 
be  fo  far  from  home  !  may  not  it  rather  be  his 
ihade,  that  after  his  death  is  come  hither  from 
the  banks  of  Styx  ?"  While  he  thus  remained  in 
fufpence,  Hegefippus  approached  fo  near,  that 
he  could  not  help  recognizing  and  embracing 
him.  "  Is  it  then  you,  indeed,  my  dear  and 
ancient  friend  ?  What  accident,  what  ftorm  hath 
cad  you  upon  this  coaft  ?  What  made  you  leave 
the  ifle  of  Crete  ?  Have  you  been  difgraced  as  I 
was,  and  obliged  to  fly  your  native  land  V'  He- 
gefippus made  anfwer  :  "  I  have  not  been  dif- 
graced ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  favour  of  the 
gods  that  hath  brought  me  hither."  He  then  gave 
him  an  account  of  the  long  tyrannical  admini- 
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ftration  of  Protefilaus,  the  intrigues  carried  on 
by  him  and  Timocrates,  the  misfortunes  they 
had  brought  upon  Idomeneus,  and  how  he  had 
been  obliged  to  quit  his  kingdom,  and  fly  to  the 
coaft  of  Hefpcria  ;  of  his  founding  Salentum  ; 
of  the  arrival  of  Mentor  and  Telemachus  ;  of 
the  wife  maxims  which  Mentor  had  J.nftilled  into 
the  king,  and  the  difgrace  of  the  two  traitors  in 
confequence  thereof:  he  added,  that  he  had 
brought  them  to  Samos  to  fuller  banifhment 
there,  as  they  had  made  him  fuffer  \  and  laftly, 
that  he  had  orders  to  conducl  him  to  Salentum, 
where  the  king,  who  was  now  apprized  of  his 
innocence,  intended  to  commit  to  him  the  admi- 
niftration  of  affairs,  and  to  diflinguim  him  by 
his  favour." 

"  Bo  you  fee,"  faid  Philocles,  "  that  grotto, 
fitter  to  be  the  habitation  of  wild  beafts  than  of 
men  ?  There  have  I  enjoyed  more  peace  and 
happinefs  during  fo  many  years,  than  I  did  in 
the  gilded  palaces  of  the  iile  of  Crete.  Here  men 
do  not  deceive  me  j  for  I  fcldom  fee  them,  or 
hear  their  flattering,  deluding  fpeeches.  Nor  do 
I  now  Hand  in  need  of  them  ;  my  hands,  in- 
ured to  labour,  fupply  me  with  eafe  with  the 
firnplc  nourifhment  that  nature  requires.  You  fee, 
I  here  enjoy  a  profound  tranquility  and  delight- 
ful liberty,  of  which  my  well  chofen  books 
teach  me  to  make  a  good   ufe  3    fo   that  I  want 
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nothing  of  other  men  but  a  flight  garment  to 
cover  my  nakednefs.  For  what  then  fhould  I 
again  mingle  with  jealous,  fickle,  and  deceitful 
men  ?  No,  no  ;  envy  me  not,  my  dear  Hege- 
fippus,  the  happinefs  I  now  enjoy.  Protefilaus, 
by  betraying  the  king,  and  endeavouring  to  ruin 
me,  hath  rained  himfelf  j  but  he  did  not  hurt 
me  in  the  leaft.  On  the  contrary,  he  did  me 
the  greateft  kindnefs  ;  he  delivered  me  from  the 
flavery  and  drudgery  of  bufinefs  ;  and  to  him 
1  am  indebted  for  my  dear  folitude,  and  all  ths 
innocent  pleafures  I  enjoy  in  it.  Go,  Hegefip- 
pus,  return  to  the  king  ;.  ailift  him  in  fupporting 
the  load  of  grandeur,  and  act  yourfelf  the  part 
that  you  would  have  me  aft.  Since  his  eyes, 
that  were  fo  long  fhut  to  the  truth,  have  at  laft 
been  opened  by  that  wife  man  whom  you  call 
Mentor,  let  him  not  part  with  him.  As  for 
me,  I  might  be  juftly  charged  with  imprudence, 
fhould  I,  after  being  fhipvvrecked,  quit  the  port,, 
whither  the  tempefl  luckily  drove  me,  and  ex- 
pofe  myfelf  again  to  the  winds  and  waves.  O 
how  much  are-  kings  to  be  pitied  !  how  worthy 
of  compaflicn  are  thofe  that  ferve  them  !  if  they 
are  bad  men,  what  calamities  do  they  not  occa- 
sion, and  what  torments  await  them  in  gloomy 
Tartarus  !  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  good, 
what  difficulties  have  they  to  furmount  !  what 
fnares  to  guard  again  ft  !  what  trouble  to  un- 
dergo I 
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dergo  !  Once  more,  Hegefippus,  let  me  beg  you 
to  permit  me  to  enjoy  my  happy  poverty." 

While  Philocles  fpoke  thus  with  a  good  deal 
of  earnednefs,  Hegefippus  beheld  him  with  afto- 
nifhment  :  when  he  knew  him  formerly  in  Crete, 
where  he    had    the  direction  of  the  mod:  impor- 
tant affairs,    he  was  meagre,   fickly,    and  infirm. 
The  natural  heat  and  feverity  of  his  temper,   en- 
gaged  him    in  toils   that   exhaufled  his  vigour  : 
he   could    not  bear   to  fee  vice   go  unpunifhed  ; 
and  infilled  upon  tranfacling  bufmefs  with  a  cer- 
tain precifion    which    is    never    fully  eitablifhed. 
Thus   was  his  health,  naturally    delicate,   much 
impaired  by  bufmefs.       But   at  Samos,  Hegefip- 
pus   found  him  jolly    and    vigorous  ;   and,  not- 
withstanding his  advanced  age,    the    florid  com- 
plexion of  youth  appeared  upon  his  countenance. 
His  quiet,  active,   fobcr  life  had,    in  a   manner, 
renewed  his  constitution.     ™  \7ou  are  furprifed," 
faid    Philocles    fmiling,    "  to    fee   me    fo   much 
changed    for  the  better  in  my  appearance.     It  is 
to  my  folitudc   that  I   am  indebted   for  my  frefn 
colour  and  good  ftate  of  health,  and  my  enemies 
have  helped  me    to  that,  which    1    never  mould 
have  found  in  the  mod  elevated   ftation.     Would 
you   have  me  throw   up  thefe  fubflantial  bleiTmgs 
and  advantages  for  fuch  as  are  only  imaginary  j 
and  make  myfelf  as  unhappv   as  ever  ?    Do  not 
be  more  cruel  to  me  than  Protefilaus  ;    at    leafl 
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do  not  envy  me  the  happinefs  that  I  derive  from 
him."  Upon  this  Hegefippus  plied  him  with 
every  argument  he  thought  might  work  upon 
him,  but  in  vain,  "  Are  you  then,"  faid  he  to 
him,  •'  infenfible  to  the  pleafure  of  feeing  your 
friends  and  acquaintance,  who  long  for  your  re- 
turn, and  whom  the  very  hope  of  embracing 
you,  fills  with  tranfports  of  joy.  But  do  you, 
who  fear  the  gods,  and  are  careful  to  perform 
your  duty,  look  upon  it  as  nothing  to  ferve  your 
king,  to  affift  him  in  all  his  endeavours  to  do 
good,  and  to  contribute  to  the  happinefs  of  fuch 
numbers  ?  Is  it  justifiable  to  give  one's  (c\f  up 
to  an  auftere  philofophy,  to  think  one's  felf 
wifer  than  all  the  refl  of  mankind,  and  to  con- 
fult  our  own  eafe,  preferably  to  the  happinefs 
of  our  fellow-citizens  ?  Befides,  if  you  refufe  to 
fee  the  king,  people  will  impute  your  refufal  to 
refentment  ;  if  he  intended  you  harm,  it  was 
becaufe  he  did  not  know  you.  It  was  not  the 
upright,  the  good,  the  jufl:  Philocles  whom  he 
fought  to  make  away  with  ;  no,  it  was  a  perfort 
very  different  that  he  propofed  to  punifh,  But 
now  that  he  knows  you,  and  does  not  miftake 
you  for  what  you  are  not,  he  feels  his  heart 
warmed  anew  with  all  his  former  friend  (hip  and 
regard  for  your  perfon  and  character.  He  ex- 
pects you.  Already*  are  his  arms  ftretched  out 
to  embrace  you  :  he  is  to  the  lad  degree  impa- 
tient 
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tient  to  fee  you.  Can  you  be  fo  hard-hearted 
as  to  be  inexorable  to  your  king  and  all  your 
deareft  friends  f" 

Philocles,  who  at  firfl:  feeing  Hegefippus,  had 
felt  great  emotions  of  joy  and  tendernefs  at  hear- 
ing what  he  had  faid  lair,  refumed  his  aufrere 
air.  Like  a  rock,  which  the  furious  winds  and 
loud-roaring  waves  afTail  in  vain,  he  remained 
inflexible  ;  and  neither  arguments,  nor  entrea« 
ties  could  make  any  imprelTion  upon  his  heart. 
But  at  lair,  when  Hegefippus  began  to  defpair 
of  prevailing  upon  him,  he  (Philocles)  having 
confuhed  the  gods,  difcovered  by  the  flight  of 
birds  and  the  entrails  of  victims  that  it  was  their 
pleafure  that  he  ihould  go  along  with  his  friend. 
He  then  hefitated  no  longer,  but  prepared  for 
his  departure  ;  which,  however,  he  could  not 
do,  without  regretting  his  being  obliged  to  quit 
the  defert,  where  he  had  palled  fo  many  years. 
"  Alas,"  faid  he,  "  mud  I  leave  thee,  dear 
grotto,  where  balmy  fleep  came  every  night  to 
recruit  my  fpirits,  after  the  labours  of  the  day  \ 
here  did  the  fates,  notwithstanding  my  poverty, 
fpin  me  many  a  peaceful  happy  day."  He  then 
proftrated  himfelf,  the  tears  at  the  fame  time 
bedewing  his  cheelcs,  to  adore  the  Naiad,  whofe 
limpid  ftream  had  To  long  allayed  his  thiril,  and 
the  nymphs  which  inhabited  the  neighbouring 
mountains.     Echo  heard   his   lamentations,  and 

with 
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with  a  plaintive  voice  repeated  them    to   all   the 
rural  divinities. 

Philocles  then  accompanied  Hegefippus  to  the 
city,  in  order  to  embark.  Ke  imagined  that  the 
unhappy  Protefilaus  would,  from  fhame  and  re- 
fentment,  avoid  feeing  him,  but  he  was  miftaken: 
for  bad  men  have  no  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  will 
readily  ftoop  to  any  meannefs.  Philocles  on  the 
other  hand,  had  fuch  delicate  feelings,  that  he 
took  all  the  care  he  could  not  to  be  (ecn  by  the 
other  ;  for  he  was  afraid  of  encreafing  his  mi- 
fery  by  prefenting  to  his  view  an  happy  enemy 
going  to  be  railed  upon  his  ruin.  But  Protefi- 
laus did  not  reft  till  he  found  out  Philocles, 
when  he  endeavoured  to  excite  his  pity,  and  to 
enp-?o-e  him  to  afk  the  kins:  to  let  him  return  to 
Salentum.  Philocles  was  too  flncere  to  pro- 
mife  to  ufe  his  endeavours  to  get  him  recalled  ; 
for  nobody  knew  better  than  he  with  what  per- 
nicious confequences  it  might  have  been  attend- 
ed. He  treated  him,  however,  with  a  great 
deal  of  good-nature,  fympathized  with  him,  en- 
deavoured to  comfort  him,  and  exhorted  him 
to  itrive  to  appeafe  the  gods  by  the  purity  of 
his  manners,  and  by  bearing  his  difgrace  with 
patience.  As  he  underftood  that  the  king  had 
ilripped  him  of  all  his  ill-gotten  wealth,  he  pro- 
mifed  him  two  things,  which  he  afterwards  faith- 
fully performed.     One  was    to  take  care  of  his 

wifv 
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wife  and  children,  who  were  left  at  Salentum 
in  extreme  poverty,  and  expofed  to  the  public 
odium  :  the  other,  to  fend  him  fome  money  to 
enable  him  the  better  to  bear  his  diftrefs  in  that 
remote  ifle.  In  the  mean  time  a  favourable  wind 
began  to  fwell  the  fails  of  the  (hip  that  was  to 
carry  them  to  Salentum,  and  Philocles  immedU 
ately  went  on  board  as  Hegefippus  was  impatient 
to  be  gone.  Protefilaus  faw  them  embark,  and 
his  eyes,  which  were  continually  fixed  upon 
the  fea-fhore,  purfued  the  veffel  as  fhe  ploughed 
the  waves,  and  bore  away  before  the  wind,  When 
fhe  at  lad  difappeared,  the  image  of  her  ftill 
remained  deeply  imprefied  upon  his  imagination. 
At  lad,  tranfported  with  rage,  and  overwhelmed 
with  defpair,  he  tore  his  hair,  rolled  himfelf 
upon  the  fand,  reproached  the  gods  with  their 
cruelty,  called  on  death  to  come  to  his  relief, 
and  deliver  him  from  fo  much  mifery  ;  but  in 
vain,  for  death  was  deaf  to  his  prayers,  and  he 
had  not  refolution  enough  to  put  an  end  to  his 
woes  with  his  own  hand.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  veiTel,  by  the  favour  of  Neptune  and  the 
winds,  foon  arrives  at  Salentum  :  and  the  kins' 
being  apprized  that  fhe  had  already  entered  the 
port,  goes  dire&ly  with  Mentor  to  meet  Phi- 
locles, embraces  him  tenderly,  and  exprefTes  his 
forrow  for  having  treated  him  with  fo  much  in- 
justice,    This  acknowledgment,   far  from  being 

thought 
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thought  a  meanefs  or  weaknefs  in  the  kina:,  was 
regarded  by  nl!  the  Salentincs  as  the  effort  of  a 
great  mind,  noble  and  ingenuous  enough  frankly 
to  own  its  errors,  and  to  endeavour  to  repair 
them.  Every  body  {lied  tears  of  joy  at  feeing 
again  the  worthy  man  who  had  loved  and  been 
beloved  by  the  people,  and  at  hearing  the  king 
exprefs  himfell  in  fo  wife  and  gracious  a  man- 
ner. 

Philocles  received  the  carefTes  of  his  fove- 
reign  with  a  modeft  and  refpeclful  air,  and  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  palace  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people,  at  which  he  was  uneafy.  Mentor 
and  he  were  foon  as  clcfely  united  by  friendship 
as  if  they  had  pafied  their  whole  lives  together, 
though  they  had  never  before  {cen  one  another  ; 
which  is  owing  to  this,  that  the  gods,  though 
they  have  not  given  eyes  to  the  wicked  to  dif- 
tinguifh  the  good,  have  yet  taught  the  good 
how  to  diftinguim  one  another.  Thofe  who  are 
virtuoufly  difpofed,  cannot  be  long  together 
without  being  united  by  the  virtue  which  they 
Jove.  Philocles  foon  requeued  it  as  a  favour 
of  the  king  to  be  permitted  to  retire  to  a  foil— 
tude  near  Salcntum,  where  he  continued  to  live 
in  the  fame  poverty  and  fimplicily  as  at  Samos. 
Thither  the  king  and  Mentor  went  almoft  every 
day  to  fee  him,  and  there  they  deliberated  upon 
the    means    of  fupporting  the    authority   of  the 

laws, 
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laws,    and    fixing    the    government  upon  a  folid 
bafts  for  the  public  good.     The  two  things  that 
chiefly  engaged  their  thoughts,    were  the  educa- 
tion of  children,  and  the  maxims  to  be  obferved 
in  time  of  peace.     With  refpecl:  to  the  children, 
Mentor  faid,   that  they  did  not   belong  10  much 
to    their   parents,    as   to    the    public  ;    that  they 
were    the    children    of   the  ftate,    its    hope    and 
ilrength  ;    and    that    it    was  too  late  to  attempt 
to    reform    them   after  they  had  been    corrupted. 
That  to  difplace  them  after  they  had  bee*  found 
unworthy  of  their  employments,  fignifled  little; 
and,  that  it  was  better  to  prevent  the  evil,  than 
to  be  reduced    to    the  neceflitv    of   punifhin.o-   it. 
"  The  king,"  continued  he,    "  is  the  father  of 
all  his  people,  but  in  a   more  particular   manner 
of  the  youth,  who  are  the  flower  of  them  ;    and 
care    mud    be    taken  of  the  buds  and    bloffoms, 
for  the  fake  of  the  fruit.     The  king    then   muft 
not  think    it  below  him  to  keep  a  watchful  eye 
himfelf,  as  well  as   make  others  watch   over  the 
education  of  youth.     Let  him  be  fteady  in  cutt- 
ing the  laws   of  Minos    to    be  ftri&ly    obferved, 
which  ordain,    that  the  youth  be   taught  to  6tC- 
pife  hardfhip  and   death,    to  place  honour  in  un- 
dervaluing riches  and  p'eafure,  to  account  lying, 
ingratitude,    injuftice,  and  effeminacy,    infamous 
vices  ;    to  fifig  betimes  the  praifes  of  heroes  who 
have  been   loved    by    the   gods,  have    performed 

great 
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great  actions  for  the  good  of  their  country,  and 
Signalized  their  valour  in  battle  j  let  the  charms 
of  mufic  captivate  their  hearts,  in  order  to  ele- 
vate their  minds,  and  civilize  their  manners  ; 
Jet  them  learn  to  be  kind  to  their  friends,  faith- 
ful to  their  allies,  juTt  to  all  men,  even  their 
mofl  inveterate  enemies  j  and  to  dread  death  and 
torture  lefs  than  the  reproaches  of  their  own  con- 
science. If  thefe  noble  maxims  are  early  inftilled 
into  the  minds  of  youth,  and  inculcated  by  the 
help  of  mufic,  very  few  of  them  will  remain 
untouched  and  uninflamed  with  the  love  of  gloFy 
and  virtue." 

Mentor  added,  it  was  highly  requifite  to 
eftablifh  public  fchools,  to  accuflom  the  youth 
to  the  mofl  vigorous  bodily  exercifes,  and  to 
prevent  idlenefs  and  effeminacy,  which  are  the 
bane  of  the  moft  promifing  genuifes.  He  infti- 
tuted,  therefore,  a  great  variety  of  games  and 
fhews,  in  order  to  put  life  and  fpirit  into  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  ;  but  efpecially  to  ren- 
der their  bodies  fupple,  ftrong,  and  active  by 
exercife,  appointing  prizes  to  excite  emulation. 
But  what  he  had  moft  at  heart,  for  the  fake  of 
order  and  decorum,  was  to  engage  the  youth  to 
marry  betimes,  and  their  parents  to  leave  them 
at  full  liberty  to  chufe  fuch  as  were  agreeable 
to  them,  in  refpe£t  both  of  body  and  mind,  for 
wives  5    and  not  to  impofe  them  upon  them  from. 

inte- 
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interred  views.  But  while  they  were  thus  con- 
triving ways  and  means  to  make  the  youth  fober, 
regular,  induftrious,  tractable,  and  fend  of  glory, 
Philocles,  who  loved  war,  obferved  to  Mentor  : 
tc  In  vain  will  you  inure  the  youth  to  thefe 
exercifes,  if  you  fuffer  them  to  live  always  in 
peace,  in  which  they  will  have  no  opportunity 
of  feeing  anv  fervice,  nor  of  Canalizing  their 
valour.  Thus  will  you  infenfibly  weaken  the 
ftate,  and  introduce  effeminacy,  luxury,  and  a 
corruption  of  manners.  Other  more  warlike 
nations  v\i  1  find  no  difficulty  in  conquering  you  ; 
and  by  too  anxioufly  guarding  againft  the  cala- 
mities of  war,  you  will  fall  into  the  mod  de- 
plorable fervitude." 

Mentor  replied  :  "  The  woes  of  war  are 
more  dreadful  than  you  imagine.  It  exhaufts  a 
irate,  and  ever  expofes  it  to  ruin,  even  a  mid  ft 
the  molt  glorious  victories.  With  whatever  ad- 
vantages it  may  be  begun,  it  is  impofiible  to 
forefee  what  a  fatal  turn  it  may  take  before  it  is 
concluded.  How  great  foever  the  fuperiority 
of  your  forces  may  be  when  you  engage  in  bat- 
tle, a  fmall  miftake,  a  fudden  alarm,  in  fhort, 
the  mod  trifling  accident  may  fnatch  from  you 
the  victory,  that  you  was  juft  upon  the  point  of 
gaining,  and  transfer  it  to  your  enemies.  But 
fuppofing  you  were  always  fare  of  victory,  you 
would  ruin  yourfelf,    at  the    fame  time  that  you 

ruined 
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ruined  your  enemies.  The  country  would  be 
depopulated  ;  the  lands  would  lie  uncultivated  ; 
commerce  would  be  interrupted  and  impaired  ;  . 
but  the  worft  of  all  is,  that  the  bed  laws  would 
be  weakened,  and  a  corruption  of  manners  enfue. 
The  purfuit  of  learning  would  be  neglecled  by 
the  youth,  and  neceffity  would  oblige  you  to 
connive  at  a  pernicious  licentioufnefs  in  the 
army.  The  distribution  of  juftice,  the  police, 
every  thing,  in  fhort,  fufFers  by  thefe  di  {orders. 
A  king,  who,  to  acquire,  a  little  glory,  or  ex- 
tend his  dominions,  fheds  fo  much  human  blood, 
and  is  the  caufe  of  fuch  evils,  is  unworthy  of 
the  glory  that  he  afpires  to,  and  deferves  to  lofe 
the  territories  he  poiTefTes,  for  having  unjuflly 
invaded  thefe  that  did  not  belong  to  him. 

"  I  will  now  fhew  you,  how  the  martial  fpi- 
rit  of  a  nation  may  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace. 
You  know  what  bodily  exercifes  I  have  already 
ordained  ->  the  prizes  I  have  appointed  to  excite 
emulation  ;  the  maxims  of  glory  and  virtue  that 
will  be  infufed  into  the  minds  of  the  youth  by 
finging  from  their  earliefl  infancy  the  great  ac- 
tions of  heroes  :  add  to  thefe  advantages,  that 
of  a  fober,  laborious  life.  But,  btfides  all  thefe, 
as  foon  as  any  irate  in  alliance  with  yours  is 
engaged  in  war,  the  flower  of  the  youth  ought 
to  be  fent  to  it  ;  thofe  especially  that  difcover  a 
military  genius,    and   are  mod  likely  to  profit  by 

the 
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the  fcrvice.  Thus  will  you  maintain  a  high 
reputation  among  your  allies.  Your  alliance 
will  be  courted  ;  thofe  who  already  enjoy  it, 
will  be  afraid  of  lofm^it  :  and  without  having 
a  war  to  carry  en  at  your  own  expence,  or  in 
your  own  country,  you  will  have  a  gallant  and 
intrepid  youth.  Even  in  the  midfr.  of  a  pro-^ 
found  peace,  you  muft  not  neglect  to  treat  with 
great  distinction  thofe  who  are  poiTefTed  of  mili- 
tary talents  ;  for  the  fureft  way  to  prevent  war, 
and  to  fecure  a  long  peace,  is  to  have  your  people 
trained  to  arms  ;  to  diftinguifh  thofe  who  are 
eminent  in  the  profeflicn  ;  to  have  always  fome 
officers  who  have  fei  ved  abroad,  and  are  acquaint- 
ed  with  the  forces  and  discipline  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  and  their  manner  of  waging 
war  ;  to  be  alike  incapable  cf  making  war  from 
ambition,  and  of  dreading  it  from  (loth  and  cfrc- 
minacy.  Thus,  by  being  always  prepared  for  a 
neceflary  war,  we  render  it  almofl  always  un- 
necefTary. 

u  As  for  your  allies,  you  ought  to  interpofe 
as  mediator  between  them  when  they  are  upon 
the  point  of  declaring  war  ag.iintr.  one  another. 
Thereby  will  you  acquire  a  more  fure  and  folid 
glory  rhan  that  of  conquerors  3  you  will  gairt 
the  love  and  efteem  of  foreigners  ;  they  will  court 
your  friendship,  and  you  will  reign  over  them 
in  confequence  of  the  refpecl  they  have  for  you  ; 

as 
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as  you  do  over  your  own  fubjecls  by  your  law-* 
ful  authority.  You  will  be  entrufted  with  their 
fecrets  ;  have  the  making  of  their  treaties  j  and 
the  pofTeffion  of  their  hearts.  Your  reputation 
will  extend  itfelf  to  the  moft  remote  nations,  and 
your  name  will  be  like  a  precious  perfume,  dif- 
fufing  itfelf  from  one  country  to  another,  till  it 
reach  the  mod  diftant  corners  of  the  earth.  In 
this  fituation  of  things,  fhould  a  neighbouring 
jftate  attack  you  unjuftly,  it  will  find  you  train- 
ed to  arms,  and  prepared  ;  and,  what  is  ftill 
more,  ic  will  find  that  you  are  loved,  and  will 
be  fupported  ;  all  your  neighbours  will  take  the 
alarm  ;  fully  perfuaded  that  their  common  fafety 
depends  upon  their  fupporting  and  defending  you. 
This  will  prove  a  better  fecurity  than  the  walls 
of  cities,  or  the  ftrongeft  fortifications.  This 
is  to  acquire  true  glory*  But  there  are  few  kings 
who  know  how  to  fearch  for  it  properly  :  inltead 
of  leaving  it  at  a  greater  diftance  !  they  run  af- 
ter a  deiufive  phantom,  and  leave  true  honour 
behind  for  want  of  knowing  her  diftinguifhing 
marks." 

When  Mentor  had  made  thefe  remarks,  Phi- 
lodes  gazed  at  him  with  iurprize  ;  then  turning 
to  the  kin:>;,  he  was  charmed  to  obferve  with 
what  avidity  he  tVeafured  up  in  his  heart  all  the 
words  of  wifdom  that  flowed  like  a  river  froni 
the  mouth  of  that  ftranger.  And  thus  did  Mi- 
nerva 
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lierva,  under  the  figure  of  Mentor,  eftablifh.  the 
governmeut  of  Salentum  upon  the  beft  laws,  and 
the  moil:  approved  maxims  of  policy ;  not  fo  much 
to  make  the  dominions  of  Idomeneus  flourifh, 
as  to  fhew  Telemachus,  when  he  returned,  by 
a  vifible  example,  how  much  a  wife  adminiftra- 
tion  contributed  to  render  a  nation  happy,  and  to 
procure  a  good  king  a  lading  reputation, 
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*Telemachus,  in  the  camp  of  the  allies,  gains  the  good 
will  of  Philocletes,  vjbo,  at  firj}  vjgs  prejudiced 
againft  him  on  account  of  his  father  Ulyffes. 
Philocletes,  upon  this,  relates  his  adventures  to 
him,  in  which  hs  introduces  a  particular  account 
of  the  death  of  Hercules,  occafioncd  by  the  poi- 
foned  vejl  which  the  centaur  Neffus  gave  to  Deja- 
nira.  He  acquainted  him  how  he  got  from  that 
hero  his  fatal  arrows,  without  which  the  city 
of  Troy  could  not  have  been  taken  ;  bow  he  was 
puiujhed  for  having  betrayed  his  fecrets,  by  all 
that  he  fujfered  in  the  ijje  of  Lemnos  ;  and  how 
Ulyffes  employed  Neoptolemus  to  prevail  upon  him 
to  go  to  the  fiegc  of  Troy,  where  he  was  cured  of 
his  wound  by  the  fori  of  Ffculapius. 


i 


N  the   mean   time  TelemachuS  fignalized  his 
courage  in  ail  the  perils  of  war.     When  he 
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left  Salentum,    he  ftudied    to   gain  the  affection 
of  the  old  commanders,  who  had  attained  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  reputation  and  experience.    Nef- 
tor,  who  had  feen  him  before  at  Pylos,  and  who 
had  always  eftcemed  his  father,    treated    him   as 
if  he  had  been  his    own   fon  ;    giving    him    in- 
ftruclions,    and    enforcing    them    by  divers    ex- 
amples ;    recounting    to  him   all  the   adventures 
of  his  youth,    and  all   the  moll;  remarkable   ex- 
ploits that  he  had  {een  performed  by  the  heroes 
of  the  preceding  age.     The  memory  of  that  old 
man,    who  had  lived  three  generations,  was  like 
1  hiflory  of  pad  times,  engraven  on  marble  and 
biafs.       Philoctetes,    at  fir  ft,    was  not  fo  favour- 
ably   difpofcd    towards    Telcmachus    as  Neftor. 
The  hatred  he  had  fa  Ions:    entertained   in   his 
heart   againft  Ulyfl'es,   gave  him  a  diflike  to   his 
fon  ;    and  he  could  not,  without  uneaiinefs,  ob- 
ferve  that  the  gods  fecmed  fo  to  favour  the  young 
man,  as   to  render  him  in  time  equal   to  the  he- 
roes  that    took    and    dcftroyed    Troy.     But  the 
moderation  of  Telcmachus   at  laft  overcame  the 
refentment  of  Philoclet.es  :    fo  that  he  could  not 
helo    bein^    charmed    with    his   virtue    and    mo- 
def!y.     He  often  accofted   relemachus,  and    one 
day  fairf,    •-*  My  fon,  (for  I  will  not  fcruple  any 
longer  to  call  you  fo)  your    father    and    1    have, 
I  own,  been  long  enemies  to  one  another  :  nay, 
I  muft    confefs,    that    even    afier    we    had   nude 
Vol.  il.  F  our- 


93       THE    ADVEN  TU  RES 

ourfelves  maffers  of  the  fuperb  city  of  Troy* 
my  heart  could  not  be  reconciled  to  him  ;  and 
when  I  favv  you,  I  felt  a  reluctance  even  to  love 
virtue  in  the  fon  of  UlyfTes  j  a  prejudice  for 
which  I  often  reproached  myfelf.  But  virtue^ 
when  it  is  gentle,  genuine,  modeft,  and  unaffect- 
ed, at  lair,  furmounts  every  prejudice.3'  Thus 
was  Philoctetes  infenfibly  engaged  to  inform  him 
how  he  came  to  conceive  fo  violent  a  hatred 
againft  UlyfTes* 

"  I  mud,"  laid  he,  u  trace  my  ftory  a  little 
back.  I  accompanied,  in  all  his  expeditions,  the 
mighty  Hercules,  who  delivered  the  earth  from 
fo  many  monfters  5  in  comparifcn  of  whom,  other 
heroes  are  but  as  the  feeble  reed  that  (hakes  be- 
fore the  ftately  oak,  or  fnall  birds  in  prefence 
of  the  eagle.  Both  his  misfortunes  and  mine 
arofe  trom  a  paffion,  which  is  the  caufe  of  the 
mod:  tragical  events,  and  that  is  love.  Although 
Hercules  had  conquered  fo  many  monfters,  yet 
was  he  not  able  to  conquer  that  unmanly  paf- 
fion, but  became  the  fport  of  unrelenting  Cupidfc 
He  could  not  recollect,  without  blufhing  for 
fhame,  that  he  had  formerly  fo  far  forgot  his 
glory  and  dignity,  as  to  fpin  for  Omphale  queen 
of  Lydia,  like  the  weaken:  and  moft  effeminate 
of  men  ;  fo  much  had  he  been  enflaved  by  a 
blind  paffion.  A  hundred  times  did  he  own  to 
me,    that  this  fcene  of  his  life  had    tarnifhed  his 
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virtue,  and  almoft  eclipfed  the  glory  of  all 
his  labours.  Yet  fuch,  O  ye  gods  !  is  the 
weaknefs  and  inconfhncy  of  men,  they  imagine 
they  are  able  to  fubdue  every  paflion,  and  yet 
never  refift  any.  For,  alas  !  the  great  Hercules 
was  again  caught  in  the  fnares  of  love,  of  which 
he  had  fo  often  exprefTed  his  deteftation,  and  be- 
came enamoured  of  Dejanira.  Happy  had  he 
continued  conftant  in  his  paffion  for  a  woman 
whom  he  had  efpoufed.  But,  in  a  fhort  time, 
the  youth  of  Iole,  in  whofe  countenance  the 
graces  played,  ftole  his  heart.  This  infidelity 
firing  the  jealoufy  of  Dejanira,  (he  bethought 
herfelf  of  that  fatal  tunic  which  the  centaur  Nei- 
fus  had  left  her  at  his  death,  as  that  whereby 
fhe  might  infallibly  recover  the  Jove  of  Hercules, 
as  often  as  he  fhould  feem  to  neglect  her  for  the 
fake  of  any  other.  That  tunic  was  ltained  all 
over  with  the  blood  of  the  centaur,  and  con- 
fequently  infected  with  the  poifon  of  the  arrows, 
with  which  that  monfter  had  been  {lain.  For 
you  know,  that  the  arrows  which  Hercules  em- 
ployed to  difpatch  that  perfidious  centaur,  had 
been  dipped  in  the  blood  of  the  hydra  of  Lerna, 
aad  thereby  poifoned  ;  fo  that  all  the  wounds 
made  by  them  were  incurable. 

•*  Hercules  having  put  on  the  tunic,  immedi- 
ately felt  the  devouring  flame,  which  penetrated 
to  the  very  marrow  of  his  bones  :    he   roared  hi- 
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deoufly,   fo  as  to  make  mount  Oeta,  and  all  the 
deep  vallies  rebound,    and  even    the   fea   feemed 
ruffled  by  his  exclamation.      The   bellowing  of 
the  moft  furious   bulls  engaged    in  fight,  would 
not  have   been  half  fo  dreadful.     The  unhappy 
Lychas,   who  had  brought  him  the  tunic   from 
Dejaniraj  having  ventured  to  approach  him  while 
he  was  tranfported  with  rage    and  pain,    he  laid 
hold  of  him,  whirled  him  about  as  a  {linger  does 
a  (lone  in  his  fling,   when  he  would  throw  it  to 
a  great  diftance.      Thus  Lychas  being  flung  by 
the  mighty  arm    of    Hercules,    fell    among    the 
waves   of    the   fea,    where  he   was    immediately 
changed  into  a  rock,  which  ftill  retains  the  hu- 
man   form  ;    and    being   continually   beaten    by 
the   angry  waves,  ftrikes  a  terror,  even  at  a  dif- 
tance,  into  the  wary  pilot  !   After  what  had  hap- 
pened to  Lychas,    I   thought  I  could  not  fafely 
trull:  myfelf  with  Hercules,  and  therefore  refolv- 
ed  to  conceal  myfelf  in  the  deeped  caverns.  There 
Ifaw  him  tear  up,  without  difficulty,   with  one 
hand,   the  lofty    afhes  and  old   oaks,   which  for 
feveral  ages    had   bid   defiance  to   the  winds  and 
itorms.      With  the  other    hand  he   endeavoured 
to  tear  from  his  back  the  fatal  tunic,  but  in  vain, 
for  it  was  glued   to  his  (kin,    and,  in  a   manner, 
incorporated  with   his    body.     In   proportion   as 
he  tore  it,    he  alfo  tore    his   fkin    and    his   flefh, 
While  his  blood  trickled  down  and   bedewed  the 
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ground.     His  fortitude  at  laft  getting  the  better 
of  his  pain,   he  exclaimed  :  "  You  fee,  my  dear 
Philoctetes,    what  the  gods  make  me  fuffer  ;  but 
I  have  deferved  it  ;    for    I   have   offended  them, 
and   violated    the    fidelity  of  a  hufband.     After 
having  fubdued  fo  many  enemies,    I   have   been 
fo  weak,  as  to   fufrer   myfelf  to    be  fubdued  by 
the  beauty  and  love   of  a   ftranger  ;    my   life    is 
now  at  an  end,   and  I    part  with  it  contentedly, 
to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  the  gods.     But,    alas  ! 
my  dear  friend,  whither  have  you  fled  from  me  ? 
The  excefs  of  my  pain,   I   own,    hath   made  me 
behave  in  a  cruel  manner   to    the  unhappy    Ly- 
chas,  and  I  am  now  forry  for  it  ;  for  he  did  not 
know  what  a  fatal  prefent  he   brought  me,    and 
confequently  did    not   deferve    the    treatment  he 
met  with  :    but  can  you  fuppofe,    that  I  can  for- 
get the  friendfhip  I    owe   you,    or   that  I  would 
deprive  you  of  life  ?  No,  no;  while  I  live  I  will 
never  ceafe   to  love  Philoctetes  :  when  my    foul 
is  ready  to  take  her  flight,   he  {hall  receive  in  his 
bofom  my  laft:  breath,  and,  after  my  death,  (hall 
gather  my  afhes.      Where  are  you  then,    O  my 
dear  Philoctetes,  Philoctetes  !  the  only  hope  I  have 
left  on  earth." 

"  At  thefe  words,  I  ran  eagerly  towards  him, 
when  he  held  out  his  arms  and  was  going  to 
embrace  me,  but  forbore,  for  fear  he  fhould  light 
up  in  my  bofom  the  fire  with  which  he  was  him- 
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felf  devoured.      "  Alas,"    faid    he,    '*  even  that 
comfort  is  now  denied  me."    So  faying,  he  went 
and  gathered  together  all  the  trees  he  had  thrown 
down,  made  a  pile  of  them   upon  the  top  of  the 
mountain,    which  he  afcended    with    great  tran- 
quillity ;  then   fpreading  upon  it   the  fkin   of  the 
Nemean   lion   which  had  covered  his  moulders, 
when  he  went  from   one   end    of    the    earth    to 
the  other    to    deilroy   monfiers,    and    deliver  the 
unhappy,   he  leaned    upon  his  club,  and  ordered 
me  to  fet  fire  to  the  pile.     Though  I  was  deeply 
affected  and  trembled    all  over,    yet  could   I  not 
rcfufe  to   do    him    this    melancholy   office  ;    for 
life  was  to  him   no   longer  a    blefiiag   from  the 
gods,  fo  infupportable  was   the  pain  he  fuffered. 
I  was  even  afraid  left    the   violence  of  it  fhould 
fo  far  get  the  better  of  him,  as  to  make   him  do 
Something  unworthy    of  that  virtue   which    had 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  univerfe.      When 
he  faw  the   fire  begin  to    lay  hold  of  the  pile  : 
'*  Now,"  faid  he,    cc  my  dear  Philocletes,    do   I 
find  that  you  are    my   friend    indeed,  fince    you 
are  more  concerned  for  my  honour  than  my  life  : 
may  the    gods   reward  you  for  it  !    what  I  have 
upon  earth,   that   I    value   mofly  I    leave  you  ; 
namely,    thefe  arrows  dipt  in  the   blood    of   the 
hydra  of  Lerna.       You  know,    that  the  wounds 
they  make,   are   incurable.     Nobody,    therefore, 
will  dare  to  engage  in   combat  with    you,   and 
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you    will   be  invincible,  as    I  have   been.      Re- 
member that  I   die  true    to   our  friendship,    and 
forget  not  how  dear  you  have  ever  been  to   me. 
If  you  are,  indeed,  affected    with   my  fufferings, 
it  is  ftill  in  your  power  to  comfort  me,   though 
fo  near  my  end,  by  promifing  never  to  difcover 
my  death  to  any  one,    nor  the  place  where  you 
depofite     my     afhes."      This,     alas  !      I     pro- 
mifed,    and  even  fwore  to,    while  I   watered  his 
pile  with  my   tears  :    a  gleam  of  joy  appeared  in 
his  countenance.      But,   in  a  moment,    a  cloud 
of  fmoke  and    flame    enveloped    him,   flifled    his 
voice,  and  almoft  fnatched  him    from   my  fight. 
Yet  I   faw  him  once  more   through    the    flames, 
and  he  appeared  as  calm  and  ferene  as  if  he  had 
been  partaking  with    his    friends   the   mirth  and 
delicacies  of  a  fcaft,    crowned  with  flowers,  and 
fcented    with    perfumes.      In    a    fhort   time   the 
flames  confumed  all  that  was  earthly  or  mortal  in 
him,    and  there  remained  nothing  of  all  that  he 
had  received  at  his  birth    from  his  mother    Ale- 
mena  ;    but,  by  order  of  Jupiter,  he  ftill  retained 
that    fubtle    and    immortal  nature,  that  celeftial 
flame,  the  true  principle    of   life    which   he  had 
received  from  the  father  of  the  gods.     He,  there- 
fore, afcended  with  them   to  the  gilded  canopy  of 
the  bright  Olympus  to  drink  nedlar,  where  they 
gave  him  for  his  fpoufe  the  lovely  Hebe  the  god- 
defs   of  youth,  who  poured  nectar  into  the  cup 

F4  of 


104        THE    ADVENTURES 

of  the  mighty  Jupiter,  before  Ganymede  had 
received  that  honourable  office.  As  for  me,  thofe 
arrows  he  had  ^iven  me  to  raife  me  above  the 
heroes,  proved  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  woe. 
In  a  little  time  the  confederate  kings  undertook 
to  revenge  Menelaus  of  the  infamous  Paris,  who 
had  carried  off  Helen,  and  to  overturn  the  em- 
pire of  Priam.  But  they  were  given  to  under- 
stand by  the  oracle  of  Apollo,  that  they  could 
not  hope  to  put  a  happy  period  to  the  war  with- 
out the  arrows  of  Hercules. 

"  Your  father  UlyiTes,  who  was  always  the 
moft  difcerning,  and  the  moft  active  in  all  con- 
futations, undertook,  to  perfuade  me  to  go  to 
the  fiege  of  Troy,  and  carry  thither  with  mc 
the  arrows  of  Hercules,  of  which,  he  imagined, 
I  was  pofiefled.  It  was  now  a  long  time  fince 
Hercules  had  difappeared  from  the  earth.  No 
longer  was  any  mention  made  of  any  new  ex- 
ploit of  that  hero  ;  and  monfters  and  robberj 
began  to  appear  again  with  impunity.  The 
Greeks  did  not  know  what  to  think  of  it  ;  fome 
faying  he  was  dead,  and  others,  that  he  was  gone 
as  far  as  the  cold  north  pole  to  fubdue  the  Scy- 
thians :  but  UlyiTes  maintained  that  he  was  dead, 
and  undertook  to  make  me  own  it.  He  came 
in  queft  of  me  at  a  time  when  I  was  ftill  in- 
confolable  for  the  !ofs  of  the  great  Alcides  ;  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  I  would   allow  him 
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to  approach  me  ;  for  I  could  no  longer  bear  the 
fight  of  men,    nor  could  I  bear  to  think  of  quit- 
ting the  defarts    of  mount    Oeta,  where   I   had 
feen  my  friend  expire  ;    the  image   of  that  hero 
was  ftill  frefh  in  my  imagination,    and  the  fight 
of   thefe   melancholy    defarts    ftill    renewed    my 
grief.      But  ibft  irrefiftible  perfuafion    fat    upon 
your  father's    lips,   and    he  fhed    tears,  and  ap- 
peared almoft  as  much  afflicted   as  myfelf;    thus 
he  infenfibly  won  my  heart  and  confidence.     He 
interefted    me    in    behalf  of  the  Grecian   kings, 
who  were  going  to  fight  in    a    good  caufe,    but 
could  not  fucceed  without  my  participation.    Yet 
he  never  could  draw  from  me    the   fecret  of  the 
death  of  Hercules,  which  I   had  fworn  never    to 
reveal  :    he  was  convinced,  however,  that  he  was 
dead,    and   p  relied  me  to  let  him  know  where   I 
had  deposited  his  afhes.    Alas  !  I  could  not  think, 
without  horror,  of  perjuring  myfelf  by  difeover- 
ing  a  fecret    which    I    had  promifed  to  the  gods 
never  to  difclofe.     But  though  I  did  not  dare  to 
violate  my  oath,  yet  I  was  weak  enough  to  elude 
it  ;    and  the  gods  have  punifhed  me  accordingly. 
I  framped    with    my    foot  on  the  ground,  where 
I  had  buried  the  afhes  of  Hercules  ;  then  I  went 
and  joined   the  confederate  kings,    who  received 
me  with  as  much  joy  as  if  I  had   been  Hercules 
himfelf.      As  I  entered  the  ifle  of  Lemnos,  hav- 
ing a  mind  to  fhew    the   affembled    Greeks   the 

F  5  efHcacy 


io6       THE    ADVENTURES 

efficacy  of  my  arrows,  I  ftrung  my  bow  to  pierce 
a  deer  that  ruftied  into  a  thicket.  I  inadvert- 
ently let  the  arrow  drop  from  the  bow-iTring 
upon  my  foot,  in  which  it  made  a  wound  that 
I  feel  to  this  day.  Immediately  I  fuffered  the 
fame  excruciating  pain  as  Hercules  had  under- 
gone, making  the  ifle  refound  day  and  night  with 
my  groans,  while  a  black  tainted  blood  run  from 
my  wound,  infected  the  air,  and  difFufed  through, 
the  Grecian  camp  a  ftench  fufficient  to  poifon 
and  fuffocate  the  moft  vigorous.  The  whole 
army  fhuddered  to  fee  me  in  fuch  horrible  pain, 
and  concluded  that  it  was  a  punilhment  inflicted* 
on  me  by  the  juft  gods.  Ulyffes,  who  had. 
drawn  me  into  the  war,  was  the  hrft  to  aban- 
don me  in  my  diftrefs.  This  flep  he  took,  as- 
I  have  fince  learned,,  becaufe  he  preferred  the 
common  interefts  of  Greece  and  victory  to  the 
obligations  of  private  friendfhip  and  decorum  ! 
fo  much  was  the  whole  army  affected  with  my 
wound,  it's  contagion,  and  my  hideous  groans,, 
that  no  Sacrifices  were  offered  in  the  camp. 
But  at  the  time  when  I  faw  myfelf  abandoned  by 
all  the  Greeks,  in  purfuance  of  the  counfels  of  li- 
ly fles,  his  conduct  appeared  to  me  fraught  with  the 
mod  horrible  barbarity,  and  the  blacked:  treachery. 
Alas  !  I  was  blind,  and  did  not  fee  that  it  was 
juft  that  the  wifeft  men  fhould  be  agaiuft  me, 
no    lefs    than   the  gods,   whom  I  had  offended* 
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I  continued   near  the  whole  time  of  the  fiege  of 
Troy  alone,  without  help,  hope,   or  relief;  fuf- 
fering  the  molt  exquifite  tortures   in  that  favage 
defart  ifle,  where  I  heard  nothing  but  the  noife 
of  the  fea-waves  dafhing  againft  the  rocks.      In 
the  midft  of  this  folitude  I  found    an   empty  ca- 
vern in  a   rock,    which  towered  up    into  the  air 
with  two  points,  like  two  heads,  and  from  which 
there  ifTued  a   fountain    of  clear  water.       This 
cavern,  which  was    the  retreat    of  wild    beafts, 
to  whofe  fury  I  was  day    and    night  expofed,    I 
ftrewed  with  leaves  to  lye  upon  ;   and  my  whole 
furniture    confifted    in    a   wooden    difh    coarfcly 
wrought,    and  fome  rags  with  which  I  {launched 
the  blood  and  drelTed    my  fatal  wound.     There, 
forfaken  by   men,  and  purfued   by  the  wrath    of 
the  gods,    I  paiTed  my  time  in  {hooting  with  my 
arrows    pigeons  and    other    birds    as    they     flew 
about  the  rock.     When  I  had  killed   a  bird   for 
food,    I  was  obliged  to  crawl    upon    the  ground 
with   a  great  deal  of  pain    to    fetch    it  ;    and  in 
this  manner  did    I    fupport   myfelf.     It  is    true, 
indeed,  that  the  Greeks,   when   they  fet  out  for 
Troy,  left    me  fome  provifions  ;    but   they    did 
not  laft  long.     When   I  wanted   a  fire    to  drefs 
my  victuals,  I    made  ufe.  of  flints.       This   life, 
how  uncomfortable  foever  it  may  appear,  would 
have  been  agreeable    enough,    far    removed  as    I 
was  from  treacherous  ungrateful  men,  had  I  not 
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been  racked  with  pain,  and  continually  tortured 
with  reflecting  upon  my  unhappy  fate.  What, 
faid  I,  decoy  a  man  from  his  native  country, 
as  the  only  perfon  who  could  revenge  Greece, 
and  then  abandon  him,  while  afleep,  in  a  defart 
ifle  !  for  I  was  afleep  when  the  Greeks  left  me. 
Imagine  what  was  my  furprize,  and  what  tears 
I  fhed,  when  I  awaked  and  faw  thefhips  plough- 
ing the  waves  !  alas  !  after  all  the  fearch  I  could 
make,  I  could  find  nothing  in  that  folitary,  fa- 
vage  ifle  which  could  give  me  any  comfort.  In 
fait,  there  are  no  ports  in  it,  no  commerce  or 
culture,  no  hofpitality,  nor  any  living  foul  that 
voluntarily  tempts  the  ftrand.  No  human  face 
is  feen,  but  of  thofe  unhappy  perfons  who  have 
been  driven  upon  it  by  dorms  ;  nor  is  any  fo- 
ciety  to  be  expected  but  from  fhipwrecks  ;  none 
even  of  thofe  who  came  upon  compulfion  would 
venture  to  carry  me  off;  apprehenfive  of  th^ 
wrath  both  of  the  gods  and  Greeks.  For  ten 
years  was  I  a  victim  to  pain  and  hunger  ;  feed- 
ing a  wound  that  wafted  all  my  fubftance  :  even 
fiope  was  extingulfhed  in  my  heart. 

At  laft,  returning  one  day  from  feeking  me- 
dicinal herbs  for  my  wound,  I  found  in  my  cave 
an  handfome  youth,  of  a  graceful  and  an  he- 
roic mien,  but  proud  and  lofty  afpect.  I  fan- 
cied I  faw  Achilles,  fo  much  did  he  refemble 
him  in  his  features,  looks,    and  manner  ;   only 

I  per* 
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I  perceived  by  his  age  that  he  could  not  be  that 
hero.  I  could  difcern  in  his  countenance  a 
mixture  of  pity  and  perplexity  ;  and  the  pain 
and  flownefs  with  which  I  dragged  myfelf  along* 
joined  to  the  doleful  piercing  cries  with  which 
I  made  all  the  coaft  refound,  feemed  greatly  to 
affect  him.  Stranger  !  faid  1  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance,  what  misfortune  hath  brought 
you  into  this  uninhabited  ifle  ?  I  recognize  the 
garb  of  Greece  ;  that  garb  ftill  dear  to  my  af- 
fection !  O  how  I  long  to  hear  your  voice,  and 
to  find  upon  your  lips  that  language  which  I 
learned  from  my  earlieit  infancy,  but  have  had 
no  opportunity  of  fpeaking  for  a  long  time  in 
this  folitude.  Be  not  afraid  to  behold  fuch  a 
wretch  as  me  :  it  is  your  duty  to  afford  me  com- 
panion. Scarce  had  Neoptolemus  pronounced 
"  I  am  a  Grecian,"  than  I  exclaimed  :  O 
charming  words  !  after  fo  many  years  ofiilence, 
and  unremitting  pain  !  O  my  fon  !  what  mis- 
fortune, what  tempeft,  or  rather  what  favour- 
able wind  hath  brought  you  hither  to  put  an 
end  to  my  fufferings  ?  He  replied  :  "  I  am 
of  the  ifle  of  Scyros,  whither  I  now  return. 
Fame  fays  I  am  the  fon  of  Achilles  ;  that  is- 
all."  Such  a  concife  reply  not  fatisfying  my 
curiofity,  I  faid  :  O  fon  of  a  father  whom  I 
fo  much  loved  !  dear  fofter-child  of  Lycomedes, 
how    came    you    hither,    and    from     whence  ? 

He 
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He  anfwered  ;  "  I  am  come  from  the  fiege  of 
Troy  "  You  was  not,  faid  I,  in  the  firft 
expedition  ?  "  Was  you  I"  faid  he.  To  this 
interrogation  I  replied  :  I  perceive  you  have 
not  heard  either  of  the  name  of  Philoctetes,  or 
his  misfortunes.  Alas  !  unhappy  man  that  I 
am  !  my  per  fee  u  tors  make  a  j  eft  of  my  fuffer- 
ings,  and  Greece  knows  nothing  of  them  !  thus 
my  woes  increafe,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to 
the  two  ions  of  Atreus  ;  may  the  gods  reward 
them  for  their  cruelty.  I  then  informed  him 
how  I  had  been  abandoned  by  the  Greeks.  He 
heard  my  complaints,  and  then  immediately  en- 
tered upon  his  own  :  "  After  the  death  of  Achil- 
les," faid  he  .  .  .  (here  I  prefently  interrupted 
him,  and  faid  :)  What  !  Achilles  dead  ?  For- 
give me,  my  fort,  if  I  put  a  ftop  to  your  nar- 
rative by  the  tears  which  I  owe  your  father. 
Neoptolemus  replied  :  "  It  is  a  confolation  to 
me  to  be  fo  interrupted  :  what  joy  I  feel  to  fee 
you  weep  in  that  manner  for  my  father  !"  Neop- 
tolemus then  refuming  his  narrative,  faid  : 
«  After  the  death  of  Achilles,  UlyiTes  and  Phoe- 
nix came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  Troy  could 
not  poffibly  be  taken  without  me.  They  found 
but  little  difficulty  in  prevailing  upon  me  to 
go  along  with  them.  Grief  for  the  death  of 
Achilles,  and  a  defire  of  fucceeding  to  the  glory 
he  had  acquired  in  that  celebrated  war,  were  mo- 
tives. 
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lives  fufHcient  to  induce  me  to  follow  them. 
When  I  arrived  before  Troy,  the  whole  army 
gathered  about  me,  and  every  one  fwore  that  he 
beheld  again  Achilles  himfelf  :  but  alas  !  he 
was  now  no  more,  Young  as  I  was,  and  with- 
out experience,  I  imagined  that  I  had  every 
thing  to  hope  for  from  thofe  who  were  fo  lavifh 
of  their  praifes  ;  I  therefore  immediately  de- 
manded of  the  Atridse  my  father's  arms,  but 
they  made  me  this  harm  reply  :  Whatever  elfe 
belonged  to  him  you  mall  have  ;  but  as  for  his 
arms,   they  are  deiHned  for  UlyfTes. '' 

4C  I  was  confounded  ar  this  intimation,  I  went 
m  a  tranfport  of  paflion  :  but  UlyfTes,  little 
regarding  my  emotion,  faid  :  Young  man, 
you  have  not  fhared  with  us  in  the  perils  and 
hard/hips  of  this  long  ftcge,  and  therefore  have 
no  juft  claim  to  the  arms,  nor  mall  you  ever 
have  them  :  you  have  too  much  vanity  and  pre- 
emption. My  claim  of  the  arms  having  beerr 
thus  unjuftly  rejected,  I  am  now  returning  to 
the  ifle  of  Scyros,  not  fo  much  offended  at 
UlyfTes,  as  at  the  two  fons  of  Atreus.  May 
every  one  that  is  their  enemy,  be  the  friend  and 
favourite  of  the  gods  !  Q  Philocletes  !  I  have 
now  told  you  all."  I  then  afked  Neoptolemus 
how  it  happened  that  Ajax,  the  fon  of  Telamon, 
had  not  prevented  that  act:  of  injuitice.  He  re- 
plied :    «  He    is    dead.'*     Dead  !"  faid  I  haf- 

tUjr, 
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tily  ;    but  Ulyffes,    fo   far    from  being   dead,    it 
feems  is  (till  in  the  army  alive  and  well.     I  then 
afked  him  what  was  become  of  Antiochus,    the 
fon  of  the  fage  Neftor ;  and  Patroclus,  fo  dear  to 
Achilles  ?  "  They  too  are  both  dead,*'  replied  he. 
I    then    a^ain   exclaimed  :    What,  dead  !    alas  ! 
what  do   you   tell  me  ?    At  that  rate,   the  cruel 
war  carries  off  the  good,  while  it  fpares  the  bad. 
As   Ulyffes   is    ftill   alive,    Therfites,  no  doubt, 
is  living  alfo.     Such  are  the  doings  of  the  gods  j 
and  yet  will  we  itill  fing  their  praifes  !     While 
I  thus  vented  my  rage  againft  your  father,  Ne- 
optolemus  continued  to  deceive  me  j  adding  thefe 
melancholy  words  :    "    I  fhall  now    fet  out   for 
the  barren  ifle  of  Scyros,    where  I  (hall  live  con- 
tented,   far  from    the    army    of   the    Greeks,    in 
which  the  wicked   are    more  efleemed    than    the 
virtuous.       Adieu,    I    muft  be    going,    may    the 
gods  grant  you  relief,  and  a  cure  of  your  wound." 
I  immediately    anfwered  :    O    my    fon,    I  con- 
jure you    by  the  manes  of  your  father,    by   your 
mother,    and  whatever  you  hold   moft  dear  upon 
earth,    not  to  leave   me  alone  in  the  woful  con- 
dition in  which  you  fee  me.     I  am  not  ignorant 
how  troublesome  I  mall  be  to  you,  but  it  would 
be  a   fhame  to  you  to  abandon  me.     Throw  me 
down  either  &t  the  item  or  flern,  or  in  the  hold, 
or  wherever  I  fhall  incommode  you  leaft.    Great 
minds  alone  know  what  glory  there  is   in  being 

good  ; 
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good  :    leave  me  not,  I   befeech    you,   in    a  de- 
fart,    where  there  are  no  veftiges  of  man  ;  carry 
me  to  your  native  country,    or  to  Eubea,  which 
is  not  far  from  mount  Oeta,    Trachine,  and  the 
pleafant  banks  of  the  river  Sperchius  :  convey  me 
to  my  father.     Alas  !  how  I  dread  left  he  fhould 
be  dead  !    I  gave  him  notice  to  lend  me  a  veffel  ; 
he  mud  either  be  dead,    or  thofe   who   promifed 
to  acquaint  him  with  my  mifery   have  neglected 
it.       I  muft,  therefore,    now    apply   to   you,  O 
my  fon  !  remember  how  precarious  every   thing 
is  that  belongs  to  man.    He  that  is  in  profperity 
fhould  beware  of  abufing  it,  or  of  turning  a  dearf 
ear    to    the  fupplications  of  the  miferable  ]     In 
fuch  terms  did    the  excefs   of  my  grief  make  me 
addrefs  Neptolemus,  who  thereupon  promifed  to 
take  me  with   him  ;    when    I   again   exclaimed  : 
O   happy  day  !   O    amiable  Neoptolemus,   wor- 
thy of  the  glory  of  thy  father  !    you   who  are  to 
be  my  dear  companions  in  this  voyage,  allow  me 
to  bid  a  laft  adieu  to  this  my  melancholy  retreat. 
See  where  I  have  lived,   and  imagine  with  your- 
felves  what  I   have  fufFered  :    none    befides  my- 
felf  would  have  bore  it.     But   neceflity  was    my 
inftrudlor,    and  by  it  men  are  taught  what  they 
never  would  have  otherwife  learned.     Thofe  who 
have  never  fuffered,    know  nothing,    neither  ad- 
verfity  nor  profperity  ;  they  are  ftrangers  to  men, 
nay,   they  are    even    ftrangers     to    themfelves. 

Having 
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Having  made  thefe  "reflections,  I  laid  hold  of  my 
bow  and  arrows.  When  Ncopfolemus  faw  them, 
he  begged  to  be  allowed  to  kifs  arms  fo  celebrat- 
ed and  facred,  as  being  thofe  of  the  invincible 
Hercules.  To  this  requeft  I  replied  :  There 
is  nothing,  my  fon,  that  I  can  refufe  you  ;  for 
it  is  you  who  are  going  to  day  to  reftore  me  to 
the  light,  to  my  country,  to  my  father,  labour- 
ing under  the  weight  of  years,  to  my  friends, 
and  myfelf ;  you  may,  therefore,  touch  them, 
and  then  boaft  that  you  are  the  only  Greek  who 
hath  merited  that  honour.  Accordingly  Ne- 
optolemus  went  into  my  grotto  to  view  and 
admire  my  arms.  In  the  mean  time,  my  pain 
became  fo  violent,  and  racked  me  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  1  was  quite  befide  myfelf,  calling  for 
a  fharp  knife  to  cut  off  my  foot,  and  exclaiming, 
O  death  !  fo  much  wifhed  for,  why  comeft 
thou  not  to  my  relief?  O  young  man,  fet  fire 
to  me  immediately,  and  burn  me,  as  I  burnt  the 
fon  of  Jupiter  !  O  earth,  earth  !  receive  a  dying 
man,  who  can  never  raife  himfelf  from  thee 
again.  From  this  excefs  of  pain  I  fwooned 
as  ufual,  till  a  profufe  fweat  began  to  bring  me 
to  myfelf,  and  give  me  fome  eafe  ;  black,  puru- 
lent blood  at  the  fame  time  flowing  from  my 
wound.  Neoptolemus,  during  my  fit,  might 
eafily  have  carried  off  my  bow  and  arrows,  and 
left  me  ;  but  he   was  the  fon   of  Achilles,  and 

not 
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not  born    to  act    an    ungenerous,   dimonourable 
part.     When  I  came  to  rnyfelf,   I    perceived  his 
perplexity  :    he  fighed,  and  looked  like  one  who 
knows    not   how  to  difTemble,    and    acts  againfl 
the  dictates    of   his    own    heart.     Do    you    in- 
tend,    faid    I,     to    cut     me     off    by    furprize  ? 
"What  then  is   the   matter  ?     "  You  mult,"  faid 
he,    «  go  along  with  me  to  the  fiege  of  Troy." 
Ah  !   my    fon,,   replied  I  haftily,    what    do    you 
fay  ?   I  am  betrayed  ;    reftore  mc  that  bow,  and 
take  not  away    my  life.     Alas  !    he    makes  me 
no  anfwer,  but  eyes  me  calmly,   without   Teem- 
ing in  the  leaft  moved.     O  ye   coafts   and    pro- 
montories of  this  ifle  !    O  ye  wild  beads  !  O  ye 
craggy  rocks  !   to  you    I    make   my  complaint  ; 
for  you  alone    have   I   left   to  complain  to,   and 
you  are  accuftomed  to  my  groans.       Muft   I    be 
betrayed  by  the  fon  of  Achilles  ?   He  hath  taken 
from  me  the  facred   bow  of  Hercules,  and  would 
drag  me  to   the  Grecian   camp  to  triumph  over 
me  :    he  does  not  reflect:,  that   it    would  only  be 
triumphing  over  a  dead  man,    a  fpectre,   a  fha- 
dow.     O  if  he  had  attacked  me  when  in  flrength 
and   vigour  !   but,  befides,  he  attacks  me  at  pre- 
fent  with  my  own  weapons,   which  he  obtained 
by  furprize.      What  mall  I  do  ?  Reftore  me  my 
bow,  my  fon,  and  act  like  your  father  and  your- 
felf.     What  do  you  fay  ?    Alas  f    you    make   me 
no  anfwer.     O  favage  reck  !    I   come   to   thee 

naked 
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naked,  wretched,  forfaken,  and  destitute  of  food  ; 
1  {hall  die  alone  in  this  cave,  or  the  wild  beads 
will  devour  me,  as  I  have  no  bow  wherewith  to 
kill  th-.-m  ;  it  matters  not  !  But,  my  fon,  as  you 
do  not  appear  to  be  of  a  bad  difpofition,  you 
mull  be  influenced  by  fome  body's  advice  ;  re- 
turn me  my  arms,  I  fay,  and  take  yourfelf 
away. 

"  Neoptolemus,  with  a  low  voice,  and  tears  in 
his  eyes,  faid  :  "  O  that  the  gods  had  never  fuf- 
fered  me  to  leave   Scyros  !"   Immediately  after  I 
exclaimed  :    Ah  !    what    do    I    fee  ?    Is   it  not 
Ulyfles  ?    Prefently    I    heard   his   voice,    and  he 
replies  :  "  Yes,  it  is  I."     Had  the  diimal  realm 
of  Pluto  opened  to  my  view,  and  I  had   feen  the 
gloomy    Tartarus,    which    the   gods   themfelves 
dread  to  behold,  I  mould  not,  I  own,  have  been 
feized  with   more  horror.       I  exclaimed  again  : 
O    ifle   of  Lemncs,    I  call  thee  to  witnefs  !    O 
fun,    thou    feeft    it,    and    fuffereft   it  !    UlyfTes, 
without  any  emotion,  replied  :    "  Jupiter  wills 
it,     and    I    execute     his     will."        Dare     you, 
faid  I,  mention    the    name   of  Jupiter  ?  Do  you 
fee  that  young  man,  whom  nature  never  defigned 
for  an  impoftor,  and  who  executes  with  the  ut- 
moft    reluctance   what  you  have  enjoined  him  ? 
*'  We  are  not  come,"  faid  Ulyfles,    "  either  to 
hurt  you,  or  deceive  you  ;   on  the  contrary,   we 
are  come  to  deliver  you,  to  cure   you,  to  pro- 
cure 
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cure  you  the  glory  of  taking  Troy,  and  to  carry 
you  to  your  native  country.  It  is  not  UlyfTes 
who  is  the  enemy  of  Philocletes,  but  himfelf." 
Upon  this,  I  poured  out  againft  your  father  all 
the  abufe  with  which  rage  could  infpire  me* 
Since  you  forfook  me  upon  this  coaft,  faid  I, 
why  do  not  you'  fuffer  me  to  remain  upon  it 
in  peace  ?  Go  in  purfuit  of  military  glory  and 
pleafure  ;  enjoy  your  happinefs  with  the  fon3 
of  Atreus  ;  leave  me  my  mifery  and  pain.  Why 
would  you  carry  me  away  ?  I  am  no  longer  any 
thing,  I  am  dead.  Why  do  not  you  think  now 
as  you  thought  formerly,  that  I  cannot  go  with 
you  ;  that  my  groans,  and  the  infection  of  my 
wound,  would  difturb  the  facrinces  ?  O  UlyfTes, 
author  of  my  woes  !  may  the  gods  .  *  .  .  But  the 
gods  hear  me  no  more  •  on  the  contrary,  they 
ftir  up  my  enemy  againft  me.  O  my  native 
land,  which  I  fhall  fee  no  more  !  O  ye  gods, 
if  there  are  any  juft  enough  to  take  pity  upon 
me,  punifh,  punifh  UlyfTes,  and  then  (hall  I 
think  myfelf  cured  !  While  I  thus  exclaimed, 
your  father,  without  being  in  the  lead  ruffled, 
regarded  me  with  a  look  of  companion,  like  one, 
who,  inftead  of  being  offended,  bears  patiently, 
and  excufes  the  ill  humour  of  a  man  whom  for- 
tune hath  fowered.  He  appeared  to  me  like  a 
rock  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  which  bids  de- 
fiance to  the  fury  of  the  winds,  and  receives  their 

rude  ft 
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rudefl  aifaults  unmoved.  Thus  did  your  father 
remain  in  filence,  waiting  till  my  rage  had  fpent 
ftfelf ;  for  he  knew  that  it  was  in  vain  to  attack 
the  paiTions  of  men,  in  order  to  reduce  them  to 
reafon,  till  they  begin  to  grow  weak,  and  to  feel 
a  kind  of  laffitude.  Then  he  addrefTed  me  thus  : 
"  O  Philocletes,  what  is  become  of  your  reafon 
snd  courage  (  If  you  ftill  pofTefs  them,  now  is 
the  time  to  make  ufe  of  them.  You  are  un- 
worthy of  the  glory  of  being  the  deliverer  of 
Greece,  and  the  deftroyer  of  Troy,  if  you  now 
refufc  to  go  along  with  us,  and  to  fulfil  the  will 
of  the  gods  in  refpeel  to  you.  Adieu  ;  you  may 
ftill  remain  in  Lemnos,  and  thefe  arms,  which  I 
fhall  carry  off,  will  procure  me  the  glory  that 
was  intended  for  you.  Come,  Ncoptolemus, 
let  us  begone  -,  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  him  ; 
and  compaffion  for  a  fmgle  man  ought  not  to 
make  us  overlook  the  fafety  of  all  Greece.'' 

*'  Then  was  I  feized  with  no  lei's  rage  than  a 
lionefs,  when  fhe  is  robbed  of  her  whelps,  and 
fills  the  woods  with  her  roarings.  O  cavern, 
faid  1,  never  will  I  quit  thee,  thou  fhalt  be 
my  tomb  !  O  fad  retreat  !  now  is  there  an  end 
both  of  food  and  of  hope  !  who  will  give  me  a 
dagger,  to  make  away  with  myfelf.  O  that  the 
•birds  of  prey  would  be*r  me  away.  No  mere 
lhall  I  fhoot  them  with  my  arrows.  O  pre- 
cious bow  !    made  facred   by    the   hands  of   the 

fon 
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fbn  of  Jupiter  !  O  clear  Hercules,  if  you  have 
yet  any  exiftence,  are  you  not  fired  with  indig- 
nation ?  Thy  bow  is  no  longer  in  the  hands 
of  thy  faithful  friend,  but  in  the  impure  and 
treacherous  grafp  of  Ulyiles.  Birds  of  prey, 
and  lavage  beafb,  fly  no  more  from  this  cavern, 
for  I  have  now  no  arrows.  Wretch  that  I  am  ! 
I  cannot  now  hurt  you  ;  come  then  and  devour 
me  ;  or  rather  let  a  thunderbolt  of  the  pitilefs 
Jupiter  put  a  period  to  my  days.  Your  fa- 
ther having  tried  every  other  way  to  prevail  up- 
on me  in  vain,  at  laft  thought  the  beft  would 
be  to  return  me  my  arms  ;  accordingly  he  made 
a  fign  to  Ncoptolcmus  to  reftore  them  immedi- 
ately. Upon  which  I  faid  to  him  :  Worthy 
fon  of  Achilles,  you  fhew  that  you  really  are 
fo  :  but  allow  me  to  facrifice  my  enemy.  So 
faying,  I  would  have  let  fly  an  a:  row  at  your 
father  j  but  Neoptolemus  preventeJ  me,  faying  : 
"  Refentment  blinds  you,  and  hinders  you  from 
feeing  what  an  unworthy  action  you  are  going 
to  commit."  As  for  UMTes,  he  appeared  as  lit- 
tle moved  at  my  arrows,  as  at  my  reproaches. 
I  could  not  help  admiring  fuch  patience,  and 
fuch  intrepidity,  and  was  amamed,  that  in  the 
heat  of  my  paiTion  I  fhould  have  thought  of 
employing  my  arms  to  take  away  the  life  of  him 
who  bad  caufed  them  to  be  reflored.  But  as 
my  refentment    was   not  yet  quite  extinguished, 
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I  was  extremely  mortified  to  be  indebted  for  my 
arms  to  one  whom  1  hated  fo  much.  In  the 
mean  time,  Neoptolemus  accofted  me  thus  : 
"  Know,  that  the  divine  Helenus,  the  fon  of 
Priam,  came  by  the  order  and  infpiration  of  the 
gods  out  of  Troy,  and  acquainted  us  with  what 
was  to  happen  hereafterfc  111  fated  Troy, 
faid  he,  is  doomed  to  fall  ;  but  not  till  it  is 
attacked  by  him  who  has  in  his  pofTeffion  the 
arrows  of  Hercules^  and  who  cannot  be  cured 
till  his  arrival  before  Troy,  where  the  fons  of 
,/Efculapius  will  heal  his  wound."  Here  I  found 
myfelf  in  doubt  and  perplexity  ;  I  was  charmed 
with  the  fimplicity  of  Neoptolemus,  and  the  rea- 
dinefs  with  which  he  had  reftored  my  bow  3 
but  I  could  not  yet  be  reconciled  to  life  upon 
the  condition  of  yielding  to  UlyiTes,  and  a  falfe 
fhame  kept  me  in  fufpence*  Shall  I  be  feen, 
laid  I  to  myfelf,  with  UlyiTes,  and  the  fons 
of  Atreus  ?  What  will  peoph  then  think  of  me  ? 
While  I  was  in  this  uncertainty,  I  heard,  all 
of  a  iadr'en,  a  voice  more  than  human  ;  and 
beheld,  in  a  bright  cloud,  Hercules  encompafFed 
with  rays  of  glory.  I  immediately  recognized 
his  features,  fomewhat  harfh,  his  rebuff,  make, 
and  his  plain  unaffected  manner  ;  but  he  ap- 
peared, with  a  fuperior  majefty  and  dignity  than 
when  he  was  fubduing  monners  on  earth.  He 
thus  addrefkd  me  :  "  You  fee  and  hear  Hercules^ 

I  am 
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I  am  come  down  from  the  lofty  Olympus  to 
notify  to  you  the  commands  of  Jupiter.  You 
know  by  what  labours  I  have  attained  to  im- 
mortality. If  you  would  then  acquire  glory, 
you  mult  accompany  the  fon  of  Achilles,  and 
tread  in  my  Heps.  You  (hall  be  cured  of  your 
wound,  and  with  my  arrows  fhall  transfix  Paris, 
the  author  of  fo  many  difafters.  After  the  re- 
duction of  Troy,  you  fhall  fend  fome  rich  fpoils 
to  your  father  Pa?an  on  mount  Oeta,  which  fhali 
be  put  upon  my  tomb  as  a  monument  of  the 
victory  obtained  by  my    arrows.     And    to   you, 

0  fon  of  Achilles,  be  it  known,  that  you  can- 
not be  victorious  without  Philocletes,  nor  Phi- 
lo&etes  without  you.  Go  then  together,  like 
two  lions  in  queft  of  their  prey.  I  will  fend 
iEfculapius  to  Troy  to  cure  Philo&etes.  Above 
all  things,  I  charge  you,  O  Greeks,  to  fhew  a 
due  regard  and  reverence  to  religion  ;  every  thing; 
elfe   pafleth   away,    but    that    will    never    fade."v 

1  had  no  fooner  heard  thefe  words,  than  I  ex- 
claimed :  O  happy  day  !  fweet  light,  thou 
at  lad  again  vinteft  me  after  fo  many  years. 
I  yield,  and  fhall  fet  cut  as  foon  as  I  have  taken 
my  leave  of  this  place.  Adieu,  my  dear  cave  ! 
Adieu,  nymph  of  thefe  watery  plains  !  I  {hall 
hear  no  more  the  rumbling  of  thefe  waves.  Adieu, 
thou  fea-coart  !  w  iere  I  have  fo  lens  been  ex- 
pofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  air.     Adnu,    ye 
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promontories  !  whence  echo  fo  often  returned  my 
groans.  Adieu,  ye  frefh-water  fountains  !  that 
to  me  have  been  fo  bitter.  Ifle  of  Lernnos,  adieu  ! 
may  my  departure  from  thee  be  aufpicious,  fince 
I  go  whither  I  am  called  by  the  will  of  the  god9 
and  my  friends.  We  then  embarked,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  camp  before  Troy,  where  Machaon 
and  Podalyrius,  by  the  divine  (kill  they  derived 
from  their  father  ./Efculapius,  cured  my  wound, 
or  at  leaft  brought  me  to  the  condition  in  which 
you  fee  me.  I  no  longer  feel  any  pain,  and 
have  recovered  my  ftrcngth  ;  but  am  fornewhat 
lame.  I  Hew  Paris  like  a  timorous  fawn,  which 
•the  huntfman  ha^h  transfixed  with  his  arrows; 
after  his  death,  Troy  was  foon  laid  i;j  allies  : 
the  reft  you  know.  Yet  I  dill  retained  a  great 
antipathy  to  the  fage  UlyfTes,  from  the  recol- 
lection of  what  I  had  fuffered,  which  hjs  virtue 
could  not  overcome  :  but  my  acquaintance  with 
his  fon,  who  refembles  him,  and  whom  I  can- 
not help  loving,  hath  much  foftened  my  avei  fioa 
to  the  father." 


THE   END  OF   THE  FIFTEENTH   EOOK. 


T   HE 


THE 

ADVENTURES 

O  F 

T  E  LEMA  C  H  U  S. 


BOOK      XVI. 

THE      A  R  G   U  M  E   N  T. 

Telemacbus  falls  out  with  Phalantus,  in  confequeuc.e 
of  a  difpute,  which  had  the  bejl  right  to  certain 
prifoners.  He  engages  and  vanquifoes  Hippias  j 
who,  defpifng  his  youth^  had,  in  a  haughty  man- 
ner, feized  ihefe  prijoners  for  his  brother  Pha- 
lantus. But,  far  from  being  pleafed  zvith  //; 
victory,  he  la?ncnts,  in  ficrct,  his  temerity  and 
error,  which  he  ivould  gladly  atone  for.  In  the 
mean  time,  Adrajlus,  king  of  the  Daunians,  b/u  g 
informed  that  the  confederate  kings  thought  of  no- 
thing but  making  up  the  quarrel  between  Tele- 
macbus  and  Hippias  ;  goes  and  attach  them  un- 
expectedly. Having  taken  a  hundred  of  their 
■pips  by  fur  prize?  he  transports  his  troops  in  tl%>m 
to  their  ca-rp,  then  fets  fire  to  them,  and  attack- 
ing the  quarter  where  Phalantus  commanded,  kills 
his  brother  Hippias,  and  Phalantus  himfelf  is 
dar.geroufy  wounded. 
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WHILE    Philo&etes    thus    recounted   his 
adventures,   Telemachus   kept    his    eyes 
fixed    upon   that  great  man,   and    liftened  with 
the  utmoft  attention  and   admiration.      All  the 
different  paffions   with    which  Hercules,  Philoc- 
tetes,  Ulyffes,  and  Neoptolemus  had  been  affect- 
ed, appeared  fuccefiively  upon  the   countenance 
of  the  young   Telemachus  as    they  were  repre- 
fented.     In  the  courfe  of  the  narration  he  fome- 
times  exclaimed  and  interrupted  Philocletes  un- 
defignedly  ;  fometimes  he  appeared  very  thought- 
ful,  like  one  meditating    deeply  upon   the   con- 
fequences    of    things.      When    Philo£tetes    de- 
fcribed  the  perplexity  of  Neoptolemus,  who  was 
incapable   of  diffimulation,   Telemachus   feemed 
to  be  in  the  fame  fituation  ;  and  one  would  have 
taken  him  then  for  Neoptolemus  himfelf.     The 
army  of  the    allies    was    now   marching  in  good 
order  againft  Adraftus   king    of   the    Daunians, 
who  defpifed  the  gods,  and  made  it  his  ftudy  to 
deceive  mankind.      Telemachus  found  it  a  mat- 
ter of  no  fmall  difficulty    to    keep    fair   with    fo 
many  kings,  jealous   of   one  another.     He   was 
not  to  give  umbrage  to   any,    and  to   endeavour 
to  make  himfelf   beloved  by  them  all.       He  was 
good-natured  and  fmcere,  but   not  of  an  affable, 
winning  difpofition  :    he  did  not  ftudy  much   to 
render  himfelf  agrreeable  to  others,    and   though 

his 
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his    heart  was    not   much    fet    upon   riches,  yet 
he  was    not    liberal.      Thus,    though  his  fenti- 
ments  were   noble,    and    his   difpofition  benevo- 
lent, yet  he  feemed  to  have  neither  good-nature, 
nor  fenfibility,    nor  generofity,  nor  gratitude  for 
the  kindnefles    done  him,    nor   defire    to    reward 
merit  j    following,  without   reflection,    the  bent 
of  his   own    inclination.     His   mother  Penelope, 
in  fpite  of  Mentor,  had  cherifhed  in  him  a  haugh- 
tinefs  and  pride  that  tarnifhed  all    his  good  qua- 
lities.    He  looked   upon  himfelf  as  of  a  fuperior 
nature   to  the  reft  of  mankind,   who  feemed  to 
him  to  have  been   fent   into  the  world    by   the 
gods  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  minifter  to  his 
pleafure  j  to  ferve  him,  to  prevent  all  his  wifhes, 
and  to  regard    him   as    a    fort  of  divinity.       He 
thought  his  fervants    were    fufficiently  rewarded 
by  being    in    his    fervice,    although  he  expected 
that  they  mould  not   boggle  at  any  thing,    how 
hard  or  difficult  foever  to  pleafe  him  :    and   was 
of  fo  warm  and  impatient  a  temper,  that  he  could 
not  bear  the  leaft  difficulty  or   delay.      Whoever 
had  obferved  this  temper   and  behaviour  of  his, 
would    have   thought   that  he  was   incapable  of 
loving  any  befides  himfelf;   and  minded  nothing 
but  the  gratification  of  his  own  humour   or  va- 
nity.      But  this  indifference  in  regard  to  others, 
and  conftant  attention  to  himfelf,    was    entirely 
owing  to  the  ungoverned  violence  of  his  paflions. 
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He  had  been  humoured  and  flattered  by  his  mo- 
ther from  his   infancy,    and    was    a    remarkable 
inftance  of  (he  unhappinefs  attending  high  birth. 
Nor  had   the  misfortunes  he  encountered  fo  early 
in  life    been   able    to   abate   his    haughtinefs,    or 
curb  the   impetuofity    of  his    temper.     Though 
he  had    been   (kipped   of  every    thing,   deferted, 
and  expofed  to  fo  many  hardihips    and    dangers, 
yet  he  flill   retained  his  pride  ;    it    could  not  be 
fubducd,    but    like  the    vigorous    palm,   ftill   re- 
covered   itfelf,     whatever   efforts    were    ufed    to 
keep    it  down.     While    he    was    with    Mentor, 
thefe  defects  did  not  appear  ;    and,    indeed,  de- 
clined every  day.       Like  a  high-fpirited  courfer 
bounding  over    the   fpacious  plains,  whom    nei- 
ther craggy  rocks,  nor  precipices,    nor    torrents 
can    reftrain  ;    and    who    owns    but    one   man, 
whofehand  and  voice  are  capable  of  taming  him  ; 
Teiemachus,  full   oi   a    noble    ardor,    could    be 
curbed  and    governed  by  Mentor   alone  :    but  a 
fin  _!e  glance  of  his  eye  would  at  any  time  chc.  k 
him  in  the  midfr.  of  his  career  :    he  immediately 
underftood    what    it    meant  ;   became  fenfible  of 
his  fault,   and  chearfulnefs   and  ferenity  appear- 
ed again  upon  his  countenance.     Neptune,  when 
he  lifts  his  trident,  and  threatens  the  angry  waves 
and  ftormy  winds,    does    not   with    greater   eafe 
reflrain  their  fury.      But  no  fooner  did   he  find 
himfelf  alone,   than  all  his  paffions,  like  a    tor- 
rent 
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rent   that    had    been    dammed    up,    broke    forth- 
again.       He  could  not  bear  the  arrogance  of  the 
Lacedaemonians,  nor  of  PhaJantus  who  command- 
ed them.     That  colony  had  founded  Tarenturn, 
and  confided  of  the  young   men    who    had    been 
born  during  the  fiege  of  Troy,  and  had    received 
no  fort  of  education.     The   illegitimacy  of  their 
birth,    together  with  the  iicentioufnefs  in  which 
they  had   been   brought    up,    and   their   diflblutc 
manners    had     rendered  them    furprifingly    rude 
and   ferocious.     They  looked  more   like  a   band 
of  robbers,  than  a  Greek  colony.     Upon  all  oc- 
casions, Phalantus  afFecled    to    contradict  Tele- 
machus  ;  and  when    any    thing  was    debated   in 
council,  treated    his    advice    with   contempt,   as 
that  of  a  raw  young  man.     He    even   ridiculed 
him,     and    charged    him    with    effeminacy    and 
pufiilanimity  j    not    letting  his  mod   inconsider- 
able faults   efcape,  without    pointing    them   out 
to  the  chiefs  of  the  army.     He    endeavoured  to 
excite  a  jealcufy  of    him    in    all    of  them  5   and 
to  make  him  odious    for  his  hau^htinefs   to  the 
whole  army. 

One  day  Tdemachus  having  taken  fome  pri- 
foncrs  from  the  Daunians,  Phalantus  pretended 
that  they  belonged  to  him,  becaufe  it  was  he, 
as  he  faid,  who  had,  at  the  head  of  his  Lace* 
damionians,  defeated  that  detachment  of  the  ene- 
my ;    and  that   Telemachus,    finding   the  Dau- 
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nians  already  vanquifhed  and  put  to  flight,  had 
no  other  trouble  than  to  give  them  quarter,  and 
conduct  them  to  the  camp.  Telemachus 
on  the  other  hand  maintained,  that  he  had  pre- 
vented Phalantus  being  beaten,  and  that  the  vic- 
tory over  the  Daunians  was  owing  to  him.  They 
both,  therefore,  appeared  before  the  afiembly  of 
the  confederate  kings  to  plead  their  caufe  ;  there 
Telemachus  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  threaten  Pha- 
lantus, and  they  would  have  fought  upon  the 
ipct  had  they  not  been  prevented.  Phalantus 
had  a  brother  named  Hippias,  famous  through 
the  whole  army  for  his  valour,  ftrength,  and 
dexterity.  "  Pollux,  faid  the  Tarentines,  did 
not  excel  him  at  the  ceftus,  nor  Caftor  in  horfe- 
manfhip  ;  and  he  had  the  ftrength  and  ftature 
of  Hercules.  He  was  dreaded  by  the  whole  ar- 
my ;  for  he  was  even  more  quarrel fome  and 
brutal,  than  brave  and  intrepid.  He,  when  he 
obferved  in  what  a  haughty  manner  Telemachus 
had  treated  his  brother,  goes  directly  and  takes 
the  prifoners,  in  order  to  carry  them  to  Taren- 
tum,  without  waiting  for  the  decifion  of  the 
council.  Telemachus  being  privately  informed 
of  his  defign,  immediately  quitted  the  council 
in  a  rage,  like  a  foaming  wild  boar  in  queft  of 
the  huntfman  that  hath  wounded  him.  Thus 
he  traverfed  the  camp  in  purfuit  of  his  enemy, 
brandifhing  the  dart  with  which  he  intended  to 
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difpatch  him.  At  laft  he  defcries  him,,  and  then 
his  fury  redoubled.  It  was  now  no  longer  the 
fober,  fedate  Telemachus,  guided  by  the  in- 
fhuclions  of  Minerva,  under  the  figure  of  Men- 
tor, but  a  raving  mad-man,  or  a  roaring  lion. 
He  immediately  called  out  to  Hippias  :  <c  Stop, 
O  thou  the  inoft  daftardly  of  all  men  !  flop  ; 
we  mufl  fee  whether  you  can  take  from  me  the 
fpoils  of  thefe  prifoners  of  mine.  You  never 
fhall  carrv  them  to  Tarentum,  for  I  will  fend 
you  directly  to  the  gloomy  banks  of  Styx.  He 
had  no  fooner  pronounced  thefe  words,,  than  he 
let  fly  his  dart,  but  in  fuch  a  fit  of  rage,  that  he 
neglected-  to  take  his  aim  properly,  and  thereby 
mined  Hippias.  Then  he  forthwith  drew  his 
fword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  of  gold.  This 
Laertes  had  prefented  him  with,  when  he  left 
Ithaca,  as  a  pledge  of  his  love.  Laertes  had 
worn  it  when  young  with  a  great,  deal  of  glory,. 
and  it  had  been  ftained  with  the  blood  of  feveral 
famous  captains  of  the  Epirotes,  in  a  war  which 
he  had  with  with  them,^  and  in  which  he  had 
been  victorious..  This  fword  fcarce  had  the 
young  fon  of  Ulyfles  drawn,  when  Hippias,  in 
order  to  avail  himielf  of  his  great  nreno-tn,  rufh- 
ed  upon  him,  and  endeavoured  to  wreft  it  out 
©f  his  hands,  But  the  fword,  breaking  in  the 
ftruggle,  they  immediately  grappled,  and  clofed. 
with  one  another.     Behold   thern  now  like  two 
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wild  beafts  endeavouring  to  tear  one  anothery 
their  eyes  glancing  fire  :  they  bend,  theyftretcb, 
they  {loop,  they  rife,  they  fpring,  they  third  for 
each  other's  blood.  Then  they  clofe  foot  againft 
foot,  and  hand  oppofed  to  hand,  clinging  fo  clofe 
together,  that  the  two  bodies  feemcd  but  one. 
But  Hippias  being  of  a  more  advanced  age,  and 
jftronger  nerves,  feemed  likely  to  be  too  hard  for 
Telemachus,  who  foon  began  to  be  out  of  breathr 
while  his  legs  trembled  under  him.  Hippias, 
perceiving  him  flagg,  redoubled  his  efforts  ;  all 
was  over  with  the  fon  of  UlyiTes,  who  would 
have  infallibly  paid  for  his  rage  and  ramnefs, 
had  not  Minerva,  who  watched  over  him,  and 
fu fFered  him  to  be  in  fo  great  danger,  merely  as 
a  lefion  to  his  ardor,  determined  victory  at  laft 
to  declare  in  his  favour. 

She  did  not  herfelf  quit  the  palace  of  Salentum5- 
but  fent  Iris,  the  nimble  aclive  melTenger  of  the 
gods,  who,  fpreading  her  airy  wing,  with  a  ra- 
pid flight  pervaded  the  immenfe  fpaces  of  the  air, 
and  left  behind  her  a  long  train  of  light,  tinged 
with  a  thoufand  different  colours  ;  nor  did  fhe 
slight  till  fhe  reached  the  fea-coaft,  where  the 
army  of  the  aliies,  in  van:  numbers,  was  en- 
camped -,  and  there  (he  was  witnefs  of  the  fierce 
encounter,  and  violent  efforts  of  the  two  com- 
batants. She  fhuddered  when  me  beheld  the 
danger  in  which   young  Telemachus  was,    and 
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drawing  near,  wrapped  up    in   a  (hining   cloud,, 
which  fhe  had  formed  of  fubtle  vapours,  at  the 
very  inftant   when    Hippias    perceived    his    own 
fuperiority  in  ftrength,  and  thought  himfelf  fure 
of  victory,  (lie  covered  the   young  pupil  of  Mb- 
ncrva  with  the  egis,   which  the  geddefs   of  wif-- 
dom  had  given  her   for   that   purpofe.     Immedi- 
ately Telemachus,  whole  ftrength  was  now  quite 
exhaufted,     felt  himfelf   infpired    with    frefh  vi- 
gour, and  in  proportion  as  his  ftrength  increafed, 
Hippias  loft  courage  :    he    felt   fomething  divine 
that  terrified  and  difconcerted  him.    Telemachus, 
in  order    to    improve    his   advantage,    plies    him 
hard  ;  fometimes  en  one  fide,  bending  and  {bak- 
ing him  inceffantly,    (o  that  he   had   not    a  mo- 
ment to  recover  his  pofture,   till  at  laft  he  threw 
him  down,    and    fell  upon  him    with    his    whole 
weight.      A  fturdy  oak  of  mount  Ida,  felled    by 
a   thoufand  ftrckes    of  the   ax,    with   which   the 
whole  foreft  rebounded,  makes  not  a  more  dread- 
ful  hoife  by    its    fall  ;    the    earth    groaned,    and 
every  thing  {hook  around.       In   the   mean  time, 
with    viclory,    wifdom    again    took   pofTeiTicn  of 
the  heart  of  Telemachus.       Scarce  was  Hippias 
overthrown,    when    the   fon    of  Ulyfies   became 
fenfible  of  the  fault  he   had   committed,   in  thus 
attacking  a  brother    of    one   of   the  confederate 
kings,    whom  he  had  come  to  aiTift  ;  and-  he  re- 
collected,   with   fbame   and  confufion,    the  fage 
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counfel  of  Mentor.  He  bluihed  for  his  victory, 
and  was  fenfible  that  he  deferved  to  have  been 
vanquifhed.  In  the  mean  time,  Phalantus,  in  a 
tranfport  of  rage,  runs  to  the  afiiftance  of  his 
brother,  and  would  have  immediately  transfixed 
Telemacbus  with  a  dart  he  had  in  his  hand,, 
had  he  not  been  afraid  of  wounding,  at  the  fame 
time,  Hippias,  whom  Telemachus  kept  under 
him  in  theduft.  The  fon  of  Ulyfles  might  ea- 
fily  have  deprived  his  antagonifl  of  his  life,  but 
his  anger  was  now  cooled,  and  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  repairing  his  fault  by  the  modera- 
tion he  difplayed.  He  therefore  flarts  up  and 
exclaims  :  "  Hippias  !  I  am  fatisfied  with  hav- 
ing taught  you  never  to  defpife  my  youth  again* 
I  therefore  give  you  your  life,  and  I  admire  your 
Strength  and  courage.  The  gods  have  protected 
me  on  this  occafion  :  fubmit  to  their  power, 
and  let  us  for  the  future  direct:  our  united  efforts- 
againft  the  Daunians."  While  Telemachus 
fpoke  thus,  Hippias  arofe,  covered  with  blood 
and  duft,  and  racked'  with  fhame  and  chagrin. 
When  Phalantus  found  that  Telemachus  had 
generoufly  given  his  brother  his  life,  he  forbore 
attacking  him,  but  was  in  great  rage  and  per- 
plexity. All  the  chiefs  of  the  alliance  ran  thi- 
ther to  part  the  combatants.  They  conveyed 
Telemachus  one  way,  and  conducted  to  an- 
other quarter  Phalantus  and  Hippias,  which  laft, 
now    fo  mortified  and    humbled>   he  durft   not 

lift 
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lift  up  his  eyes.  The  whole  army  was  loft 
in  amazement,  to  find  that  Telemachus,  at 
an  ao-e  when  men  have  not  vet  attained  to  their 
full  ftrength,  had  been  able  to  vanguim  Hippias, 
who  was  tall  and  robuft,  like  thofe  earth-bcm 
giants  who  formerly  attempted  to  drive  the  im- 
mortal gods  from  Olympus.  But  this  victory 
was  fo  far  from  yielding  the  fon  of  UlyfTes  any 
fatisfaclicn,  that  while  the  army  was  extolling^ 
bim  to  the  ikies,  he  withdrew  to  his  tent,  and 
with  fighs  and  groans  lamented  his  own  temerity.. 
He  perceived  how  unjuft  and  unreafonable  he  was 
during  thefe  violent  tranfports  of  pafilon,  and  dif- 
covercd  a  fund  of  vanity  equally  abfurd  and  mean 
at  bottom  of  all  this  exceiiive  price.  He  was  {tn- 
fible  that  true  greatnefsrefided  always  with  mode- 
ration, juftice,.  modefty,  and  humanity.  But,  not- 
withftanding  his  knowledge,  he  defpaired  of  ever 
being  able  to  get  the  better  of  his  foibles,  after 
fo  many  relapfes  ;  fo  that  he  loft  all  patience 
with  himielf,  and  roared  like  a  furious  lion. 
He  continued  thus  for  two  days  fhut  up  in  his 
tent,  punifhing  himfelf,  and  fecluded  from  all 
company.  "  Alas  !"  faid  he,  "  fhall  I  ever 
dare  to  look  Mentor  in  the  face  again  ?  Am  I 
the  fon  of  UlyfTes,  the  wifeft  and  the  moft  pa- 
tient of  men  ?  Came  I  hither  to  fcwdivificn  and 
animofity  among  the  allies  ?  Is  it  their  blood, 
or  that  of  the  Daunians  that  I  ou^ht  to  fhed  ? 
I  have  acted  raflily  5   I  did  not  even  know  how 

to 
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to  throw  my  dart,  and  ventured  to   attack   Hfp- 
pias,  though  greatly  inferior  to  him  in  ftren^th  ; 
fo  that  I  had  nothing  to  expect    but  death,    and 
the    d:fg"ace    of   being    vanquifhed.     But    what 
would  that  have  fignified  ?    I   fhould   then   have 
Been  no  more  :    no,  I  fhould  have  been  no  more, 
that  ram.  Telemachus,  that  young  fool,    wriD  is 
never  the  better    for   any   advice  :    my    difgrace 
and    life   would    have    ended    together.       Alas  ! 
could  I  hope  that  I  fnould  never  do  again,  what 
I  am  now  fo  grieved   for  having  done,    I  fhould 
think  myfelf  too,  too  happy  :    but,  perhaps,  be- 
fore the  day  is  at  an  end,    I  fhall  commit,    and 
wifh  to  commit  again  the  very  fame  faults  which 
I  at  prefent  regard   with  fuch  fhame  and    abhor- 
rence,     O  fatal  victory  !   O    the    mortifying  ap- 
plaufe,    which,  in  reality,  is  but  a  cruel  upbraid- 
ing  of  me  with  "my  folly  !"   While  he  remained 
thus  alone,    and  inconfolabie,    Neftor  and   Phi- 
loc'tetes   came  to  fee  him.       Neflor    intended    to 
have  expostulated  with  him  upon  his  mifcondutfc; 
but   that    fa^e    foon    perceiving    how    much    the 
youth  wss  grieved  for  it,  infread    of   the   reproof 
he  intended,  endeavoured  to    comfort   him,    and 
difpel  his  chagrin.     This    quarrel    put  a  flop  to 
the    operations   of  the   armv   of   the   confederate 
princes,  who  were  obliged  ro  fufpend  their  march 
towards  the  enemy  till  they  had  reconciled  Pha- 
Jantus  and  Hippins  to  Telemachu?.     They  were 
continually    afraid   left    the     Tarentine     trc 
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fhould  fall   upon  the   hundred  Cretans  who  had 
followed  Telemachus  to  the  war.     All,  in  fhort, 
was     confufion,     and     that    entirely    owing    to 
Telemachus     alone  ;    who,    feeing    himfelf    the 
author  of  fo  much  prefent  evil,  and    future  dan- 
ger, in  confequence  of  that,  was  quite  diftracled- 
with  grief.     Great  was    the    perplexity    of   the 
chiefs  :    they  were  afraid  to  put  the" army  in  mo- 
tion, led  the  Cretans,    commanded   by  Telema- 
chus, and   the  Tarentines    of   Phalantus,  fhould 
attack  each  other  upon  the  march  ;    for    it   was 
with    great    difficulty  they    were   retrained  from 
this  violence  in  the  camp,  where  they  were  nar- 
rowly   watched.     Nejfor    and    Philo&etes    were 
continually    paffing    and    repaying    between    the 
tent  of  Telemachus  and   that  of   the  implacable 
Phalantus,  who  breathed  nothing    but    reveno-e. 
Neither  the  mild  eloquence  of   Nefror,   nor    the 
authority  of   the  great  Pfcilo&etes    could    pacify 
his    fierce  haughty    fpirit,   which    was,    befides, 
continually  inflamed    more  and  more  by  the  fury 
of  his    brother  Hippias.     Telemachus,    on    the 
other  hand,  though  very  placable,   was  fo  deeply 
affected  with  grief,    that   he  was  quite  inconfbl- 
able.     While  the  princes  were  thus  agitated,   the 
Whole  army  was  under  the  greateft  conflernation, 
and  the  camp   appeared  like  a   family  in  difrrefs 
for  the  Iofs  of  a  father,  who  was  the  fupport  of 
his  neighbours,  and   the  tender  guardian  of  his 

little 
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little  children.  In  the  midft  of  this  confufion 
and  confirmation,  all  on  a  fuddcn  was  heard  a 
frightful  noife  of  chariots,  arms,  the  neighing  of 
horfes,  and  the  cries  or  men  -y  fome  fhouting 
for  victory,  and  thirfling  for  carnage  ;  others 
flying  for  their  lives,  dangeroufly  wounded,  or 
groaning  in  the  agonies  of  death.  A  whirlwind 
of  dufl  formed  a  thick  cloud  that  darkened  the 
fkv,  and  overfpread  the  whole  camp.  And  to 
this  was  foon  added  a  thick  fmoke  that  difturbed 
the  air,  and  rendered  it  unfit  for  refpiration. 
Then  was  heard  a  hideous  noife,  like  that  of  the 
fiery  eruptions  which  iffue  from  the  fcorched. 
bowels  of  mount  iEtna,  when  Vulcan  with  his 
cyclops  forge  the  thunder- bolts  for  the  father  of 
the  gods  :  every  heart  was  {truck  with  terror  !' 
The  vigilant,  and  indefatigable  Adraftus  had 
furprifed  the  camp  of  the  allies,  having  conceal- 
ed his  march  from  them,  while  he  was  exactly 
informed  of  all  their  motions.  He  had,  with 
incredible  diligence,  made  the  circuit  of  an  al- 
moft  inacceflible  mountain  ;  the  pafTes  of  which 
the  allies  had  taken  care  to  occupy.  Pofieffed 
of  thofe  defiles,  they  thought  themfelves  per- 
fectly fecure,  and  even  believed  that  through 
thefe  openings  they  could  fall  unexpectedly  up- 
on the  enemy  behind  the  mountain,  as  foon  as 
fome  reinforcements,  which  they  expected,  were, 
arrived.     Adraitus5  who  paid  thofe  liberally  who 
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difcovered  to  him  any  fecrets  of  the  enemy,   had 
got  intelligence  of  their  defigns  j  for  Neftor  and 
Philocletes,  commanders  otherwife  of  fuch   wif- 
dom  and  experience,  were  not  careful  enough  to 
keep   their   refolutions    fecret.       Neftor,    in   the 
decline  of  life,    took    too   much  pleafure  in  re- 
counting what  he  thought   would   procure   him 
admiration    and    applaufe.      Philocletes,  indeed, 
was  not   fo  talkative ;    but,    being    of   a    warm 
temper,  if  he  was  ever  fo  little  irritated,  he  was 
fure  to  difclofe  what  he  had  determined  to  con- 
ceal.    Thus    had    artful    men    got  an  infallible 
key  to  open  his  heart,  and  draw  from  it  the  moft 
important   fecrets.     They    needed  only  put  him 
into  a  paffion  :   then  would    he    in  a  raoe  break 
out  into  menaces,    and  boaft  that    he  had  infal- 
lible means    to  accomplifh  his  defigns.     If  they 
feemed  to  doubt  of  this  ever  fo  little,  he  would, 
inconfiderately,    give  a  particular  detail  of  them, 
and  thereby  difcover  the  greateft  fecrets.     Thus 
was  the  heart  of  this  great  captain  like   a  vefTel 
of  great  price,  but  leaky  ;    fo  that    the  moft  de- 
licious  liquors  pafs  through  it  and  are  loft.  The 
traitors,  who  were  corrupted  by  Adraftus,  availed 
themfelves  of  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  two   kings. 
Neftor    they   were   perpetually    applauding,    and 
flattering  with  extravagant  praifes,  taking  notice 
of  his  former  victories,    and    extolling  his   fore- 
fight.      On  the  other  hand,  they  were  cont'^j. 
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ally  laying  fnares  for  the  hot,  impatient  tem- 
per of  Philcctctes  ;  never  talking  to  him  of  any 
thing  but  difficulties,  crofs  accidents,  clangers, 
inconveniencies,  and  irremediable  blunders.  His 
warm  temper  was  no  fooner  irritated,  than  pru- 
dence and  caution  forfook  him,  and  he  no  longer 
feemed  the  fame  man.  Telemacb  us,  notwith- 
standing the  (  lis  I  have  mentioned,  was  more 
eapable  of  ke  g  a  fecret  than  either  of  them. 
His  misfortunes,  and  the  neceiT.ty  he  had  been 
under  from  his  infancy  of  concealing  himfelf 
from  the  lovers  of  Penelope,  had  habituated  him 
to  it;  and  he  knew  how  to  keep  a  fecret,  with- 
out tellinrr  a  lie.  He  had  not  even  that  referred 
myfterious  air,  which  thofe  that  value  themfelves 
upon  their  caution  and  fecrecy  ufually  aftecl ; 
not  appearing  to  have  any  fecret  to  keep,  but 
as  one  altogether  free,  open,  and  without  dif- 
guifs  or  referve.  Yet,  while  he  talked  freely  of 
whatever  he  might  mention,  without  any  dan- 
gerous confequence,  yet  he  knew  exactly  how 
to  avoid  whatever  could  give  any  fufpicion,  or 
had  the  leaft  tendency  to  betray  his  fecret.  Thus 
was  his  heart  impenetrable  ;  and,  except  Men- 
tor, for  whom  he  had  no  referve,  his  befr.  friends 
knew  no  more  than  what  he  thought  prudent  to 
communicate  to  them  for  the  fake  of  their  ad- 
vice. Of  thefe  teft,  indeed,  fome  had  more  of 
\  _s  confidence  than  others,   in  proportion  as  he 

had 
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had  experienced  their  friendlhip  and  fagacity. 
He  had  often  obferved,  that  fome  knowledge  of 
what  had  palled  in  council  had  tranfpired  into 
the  camp  ;  and  he  had  informed  Neftor  and 
Philocletes  of  this  difcovery  :  but  thefe  two  chiefs, 
notwithstanding  their  experience,  did  not  fhew* 
that  regard  to  the  intelligence  that  it  deferved. 
Old  age  hath  no  pliancy  :  chained  down  by  in- 
veterate habits,  it  hath  no  refource  againft  its 
own  defects.  Men,  at  a  certain  age,  like  trees, 
whofe  rough  knotty  trunks  are  become  hard  and 
ftifF  by  length  of  time,  and  cannot  any  longer 
be  bent  or  made  ftraight,  are  not  to  be  cured  of 
certain  habits  which  have  grown  old  with  them, 
and  remain  rooted  in  the  very  marrow  of  their 
bones.  They  are  often  fenfible  of  them,  and 
lament  them  when  it  is  too  late  :  youth  is  the* 
only  feafon  when  a  man  may  hope  to  combat 
ill  habits  with  fuccefs. 

There  was  in  the  army  a  Dolopian  named 
Eurymachus,  an  artful  infinuating  flatterer,  who 
knew  how  to  fuit  himfelf  to  the  different  cha- 
racters and  tempers  of  all  the  chiefs  ;  and  was 
very  affiduous  and  fuccefsful  in  his  endeavours 
to  pleafe  them.  If  be  was  afked  his  opinion  on 
any  point,  he  was  never  at  a  lofs,  but  imme- 
diately guelTed  what  would  be  moft  agreeable. 
He  was  pieafant  in  converfation,  had  a  turn  for 
raillery  and    ridicule^  but    was   complaifant  and 
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obliging  to  thofe  he  flood  in  awe  of  ;    and  could 
flatter  with  fuch  dexterity  and  addrefs,  as  not  to 
offend  the  moft  modeft   and  delicate.     With  the 
grave,  he  was  grave  ;    but    merry  and   facetious 
with  thofe  of  a  contrary  difpofition  :    for,  it  coft 
him  nothing   to  aflume  any  form.     Men  cf  ho- 
nour, and  without  diflimulation,  who  are  always 
the  fame,    and  will  not  deviate  from  the  rules  of 
virtue,   can  never   make  themielves   fo  agreeable 
to  princes,  as  thofe  who  are  ever  ready  to  flatter 
their  predominant  paffions.     Eurymachus  under- 
stood war,    and  had  a  capacity  for  bufinefs  ;  be- 
ing an  adventurer  who  had   attached  himfelf  to 
Neftor,  and  had  wormed  himfelf  into   his    con- 
fidence ;    from   whom,    as   being  fomewhat  vain, 
and    not   infenfible  to   flattery,    he    could    eafily 
clraw  whatever  he  had  a  mind  to  know.  Though 
Philocletes  had  not  the  fame  confidence  in   him 
as  Neftor,   yet    the  warmth    and    impatience  of 
his    temper    produced  the   fame  efFecT:  :   for,  by 
by  irritating  and  contradicting  him,  he  had  ne- 
ver failed  to  make  him  difclofe  his  fecrets.    This 
man  had  received  large   fums   from  Adraftus,  to 
give  him   intelligence   of  the  defigns  of  the  al- 
lies :    for    which  end,    that  king  had    alwavs  in 
their  camp    a   certain   number  of  deferters,  who 
were  to  make  their  efcape  from  thence  one  after 
another,   and  return  to  their  own.      For,  as  oft 
as  Eurymachus   made  any  difcovery  of  import- 
ance 
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ance  enough   to   be  communicated  to  Adraftus,, 
he  immediately  difpatched  one  of  thefe  deferters  ; 
and  the   cheat  could    not    eafily    be  difcovered, 
becaufe  they  carried  no  letters.     If  at  any  time 
they  were  taken,    nothing  could    be    found   that 
could   occafion    any    fufpicion    of  Eurymachus. 
By  thefe  means  Adraftus  rendered  all  the  fchemes 
of  the  allies   abortive  j    for,    no  fooner  was  any 
refolution  taken   in  council,  than    the  Daunians 
immediately  took    the    precautions    neceiTary  to 
defeat  it.    Telemachus  took  a  great  deal  of  pains 
to  find  out  the  caufe  of  all  thefe  mifcarriages,  and 
to  put  Neftor  and'Philocletes  on  their  guard,  by 
alarming  their  fufpicion  j  but  in  vain,  fuch  was 
their  delufion.      A  refolution  had  been  taken  in 
council   to  wait  for  the  large  reinforcements  that 
were  expecled  ;    and  a   hundred  veiTels  had  been 
fecretly  difpatched  in  the  night  to  tranfport  them 
from  the  place  of  their  rendezvous,    which    was 
a  rugged  part  of  the  coaft,  to  the  camp.     In  the 
mean  time,   they  thought  themfelves   quite  fafe  ; 
becaufe    the    paiTes    of  the   neighbouring  moun- 
tain,  which  is    a   fkirt  of  the  Apennine,  almoft 
inaccefllble,   were  guarded  by  their  troops,  while 
the  main  body  of  the  army  was  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Galefus,  not  far  from  the  fea. 
This  delicious  coaft  produces   plenty    of  forage, 
and  other  provifions  neceiTary  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  an  army.      Behind  the  mountain  was  Adraftus 
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encamped,  and  they  thought  it  was  not  poflible 
for  him  to  pafs  it  :  but,  as  he  knew  that  the 
allies  were  as  yet  but  weak,  that  a  large  rein- 
forcement was  upon  the  march  to  join  them, 
that  there  were  (hips  ready  to  tranfport  them 
when  they  fhould  arrive,  and  that  the  quarrel 
between  Phalantus  and  Telemachus  had  occa- 
sioned great  difcord  and  animofity  in  the  army* 
he  refolved  immediately  to  march  a  great  way 
round  the  mountain.  Accordingly  he  advanced 
with  great  expedition  day  and  night  along  the 
fea-coafr,  by  ways  which,  til)  then,  had  been 
thought  impracticable.  Thus  labour  and  refo- 
lution  furmount  the  greateit  difficulties :  there 
is  fcarce  any  thing. impofiible  to  the  hardy  and  en- 
terprifing  ;  and  thus  do  they,  who,  fondly  ima- 
gining that  what  is  difficult  will  never  be  at- 
tempted,  think  thcmfelves  fecure,  deferve  to  be 
furprifed  and  and  cut  off.  The  hundred  fhips 
belonging  to  the  allies,  which  had  been  dif- 
paiched  in  the  ni<?ht,  were,  at  break  of  day, 
furprifed  by  Adraitus.  They  being  but  ill 
guarded,  as  there  was  no  apprehenfion  of  dan- 
ger, he  eahly  made  himfelf  matter, of  them,  and, 
with  incredible  diligence  transported  his  army 
in  them  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Galefus,  up 
which  he  proceeded  with  the  fame  expedition. 
The  advanced  pcfis  about  the  camp  of  the  allies 
towards  the  river  imagining  that  the  reinforce- 
ments 
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tncnts  they  expected  were    on  board  thefe  fhips, 
fhouted    at  the    fight   of    thern  for  joy.     Before 
the  miftake  was  difcovered,  the  troops  difembark- 
ed,  and  attacked  the  allies,   who  mifrrufted   no- 
thing, and  were  in    an    open    unfortified    camp, 
without  order,    arms,    or    fubordination.      The 
quarter  of   the  camp    that  they    fir  ft  fell    upon, 
was  that  where  the  Tarentines,  commanded    by 
Phalantus,  had  pitched  their  tents.   Thefe  young 
Lacedaemonians  having  been  furprifed  and  charg- 
ed with  great  fury    by  the   Daunians,    were  not 
able  to  ftand  their  ground.      But,  while  they  in 
the  utmoft  confufion  are  running  to  their  arms, 
and  embaraffins;  one  another,    Adraftus    fets  fire 
to  the  camp.     Immediately  the  finoke  and  flames 
afcend  from  the  tents  into  the  air,  attended  with 
a  noife  like    that    of   a    torrent    which    lays  the 
whole    country    under    water,    and  fweeps  away 
with  its  impetuofity  huge  oaks,  root  and  branch, 
fields  of  corn,  barns,    (cables,    and   cattle.     The 
wind  fpreads  the  flames    with    amazing   rapidity 
from  tent  to  tent,    and  the    whole   camp  looked 
foon  like  an  ancient  foreft    fet   on    fire  by  an  ac- 
cidental  fpark.      Phabntus,    who   was  more  im- 
mediately cxpofed  to  the  danger,    was    not    able 
to  guard  againft  it.     He  fir.v  that  his  troops  ran 
the    gpeateft   rifk    of  perifhing   in    the  flames,   if 
they  did  not  immediately  quit  the  camp  ;  bat  he 
faw  tikewife  the  da;;  fuch  a  dii  /  re- 
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treat  before  a  victorious  enemy.  However,  as 
the  leaft  of  two  evils,  he  was  beginning  to  draw 
off  his  young  Lacedaemonians,  who  were  not 
yet  half  armed;  but  Adraftus  did  not  give  him 
time  to  execute  his  defi^n.  On  one  fide  a  bo- 
<ly  of  fkilful  archers  galled  them  with  fhowers 
of  arrows  ;  and  {lingers  on  the  other,  with 
fhowers  of  large  ftones.  Adraftus  himfelf,  at  the 
head  of  a  chofen  body  of  the  moft  gallant  Dau- 
nians,  purfues,  by  the  light  of  the  flames,  the 
flying  troops  of  the  enemy ;  mowing  down  with 
the  fword  all  that  had  efcaped  the  flames,  fwim- 
ing  in  blood,  yet  not  fated  ;  fo  that  the  rage 
of  lions  and  tygers,  when  they  fall  upon  the  fhep- 
herds  and  their  flocks,  did  not  equal  his.  Pha- 
lantus's  troops,  therefore,  were  unable  to  ftand 
their  ground,  and  loft  all  courage.  Pale  death, 
Jed  on  by  an  infernal  fury,  whofe  head  was 
briftled  with  ferpcnts,  freezes  the  blood  in  their 
veins,  while  their  benumbed  limbs  grow  ftiff, 
and  their  trembling  knees  deprive  them  even  of 
the  hopes  of  efcaping  by  flight.  And  Phalantus 
himfelf,  whom  ftiame  and  defpair  ftill  iupplied 
with  a  little  ftrength  and  vigour,  while  he  was 
lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  fees 
his  brother  Hippias  fall  at  his  feet,  overthrown 
by  the  tremendous  arm  of  Adraftus.  Hippias, 
ftretched  upon  ihe  phin,  lay  rolling  in  the  duft  ; 
the    purple    fbeam   rufhed  like   a   torrent  from 

the 


OF    TELEMACHUS.         145 

the  deep  wound  that  had  pierced  his  fide.  The 
light  forfook  his  eyes  ;  and  his  furious  foul  fied 
with  the  laft  gufti  that  iflued  from  his  vein?. 
Phalantus  too,  {rained  all  over  with  his  brother's 
blood,  but  unable  to  give  him  any  relief,  fees 
himfelf  furrounded  with  great  numbers  of  the 
enemy,  ftriving  who  fhould  difpatch  him  firft. 
His  buckler  had  been  pierced  with  a  thoufand 
darts,  and  he  had  received  feveral  wounds  in 
different  parts  of  his  body,  fo  that  he  was  alto- 
gether incapable  of  rallying  his  flying  troops  ; 
and,  in  this  diflrefs  did  the  gods  behold  him 
without  compaflion, 
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Tilemachus,  having  put  on  his  divine  arm our ',  files 
to  the  ajjlftance  of  Phalantus,  kills  immediately 
Jphicles  the  fan  of  Adraflus,  repulfes  the  viclori- 
cus  enemy )  and  would  have  entirely  defeated  the?n, 
had  not  ajlorm  arifen  and  put  an  end  to  the  bat- 
tie.  He  then  caufes  the  wounded  to  be  carried 
off  the  fields  and  great  care  to  be  taken  of  them, 
particularly  of  Phalantus.  He  charges  himfelf 
with  the  obfequies  of  Hippias,  whife  tifas  he 
chpofts  in  a  golden  urn,  a?id  prefents  to  Pha- 
l ant  us. 

U  P  I  T  E  R,  enthroned  amidft  the  whole 
afTembly  of  the  gods  on  the  fummit  of  Olym- 
pus, beheld  this  flaughter  of  the  allies.  At  the" 
fame  time,  confulting  the  immutable  deftinics, 
he  faw  all  the  chiefs,  the  thread  of  whofe  life 
was  that  day  to  be  cut  by  the  fatal  fciiTars.  Each 
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cf  the  gods  endeavoured, -by  narrowly  obferving 
the    countenance    of  Jupiter,    to  difcover   what 
his  pleafure  would  be.     But    the    father    of  the 
gods  and  men,  with  a  mild   majeftic    voice,   de- 
clared :   "  You   fee  to   what  extremity  the  allies 
are  reduced,  and  how  Adraftus  mows  down   his 
enemies  ;    but  this  appearance  is   deceitful  :    the 
.•glory  and   profperity   of  the    wicked  are   but  of 
-fhort  duration.     The  impious  Adraftus,  detefb- 
•able  for  his    perfidy,    fhall  not  gain  a    complete 
victory.     This  misfortune  is   permitted    to   hap- 
pen to  the  allies,    only  to  make   them  wifer   for 
-the  future,    and  teach  them  to  keep  their  fecrets 
better.     The  fage  Minerva  now  intends  to  pro- 
•cure  frefh  glory  for  the  young  Telemachus,  who 
is  her  darling. "     Jupiter  faid  no  more:    and  ail 
the  gods  continued   in  filence  to  obferve  the  en- 
gagement.     Meanwhile,  Neftor  and   Philoctetes 
were  informed  that  part  of  the  camp  was  already 
burnt  ;    that   the  flames,   driven    by   th«   winds, 
were  (rill  advancing  ;    that  their  troops    were  ia 
diforder  ;    and     that    Pbalantus    was   no   longer 
able  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy.     No  fooner 
•did   they  receive  t-hefe   fatal    tidings,    than    they 
ran  to  arms,    and    gave    orders    to   the   captains, 
whom  they  had  called  together,  to  quit  the  camp 
with   all   poffible  expedition,    in    order    to    avoid 
•the  flames.      Telemachus,    n  Uwithftanding    his 

H  2  gre*c 


143      THE   ADVENTURES 

great  grief  and  dejection,  as  foon  as  he  under- 
stood what  had  happened,  immediately  took  the 
arms  with  which  he  was  prefented  by  Minerva, 
who,  appearing  to  him  under  the  figure  of  Men- 
tor, pretended  to  have  received  them  from  an 
ingenious  workman  of  Salentum,  but  in  reality 
had  them  made  by  Vulcan  in  the  fmoaking  ca- 
verns of  mount  ./Etna.  They  were  polifbed  as 
fmooth  as  glafs,  and  as  brilliant  as  the  noon-day 
fun.  Upon  them  were  reprefented  Neptune  and 
Pallas,  contending  for  the  g-lorv  of  giving  their 
name  to  a  new  city.  Neptune,  with  his  trident, 
Strikes  the  earth,  and  up  ftarts  a  fine  horfe,  with1 
fire  iffuing  from  his  noirrils,  and  foam  from  his 
mouth  :  hislargeluxuriant  mane  feemed  to  wave  in 
the  wind,  and  hisfupple  nervous  legs  appeared  to 
Tr.ove  with  ereat  vigour  and  ftgiiir'y.    He  did  not 

DO  O  j 

]ook  as  if  walking,  but  leaprrog  in  obedience  to 
the  reins  ;  and  that  fo  nimbly,  as  to  ieave  no 
traces  of  his  feet  behind  him  :  one  would  have 
almoft  thought  that  they  heard  him  neigh.  On 
the  other  hand,  Minerva  was  reprefented  as  pre- 
fentins  to  the  inhabitants  bt'  the  new  citv  the 
olive  which  (he  had  planted,  with  its  fruit  :  the 
branch,  with  its  fruit  hanging  to  it,  was  an  em- 
blem of  peace  and  plenty,  much  to  be  preferred 
.  to  the  devaluations  of  war,  of  which  the  horfe 
was  an  image.  The  goddefs,  by  her  Ample,  but 
ufeful  prefenr,  obtained  the  vi#ory  j    and  proud 
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Athens  bore  her  name.     Minerva  was  Teen,  like- 
wile,  with  all  the    fine    arts    around  her,   which 
were  reprelentcd  by  little    children    with   wings. 
They  had  fled  to    her    tor    protection    from  the 
brutal  fury  of  .Mars,   who  uef:roys  every  tiling  -y 
as  the  tender  bleating  lambs    take   {belter   about 
their    dims    at   the    fight    of    a    farriifhed  wolf; 
who,  with  his    jaws    wide    open    and    inflamed, 
rufhes    upon  them,   in   order   to  tear  and  devour 
them.      In  another  place,  Minerva,   with  difdain 
and  refentment  in  her  looks,   confounds,    by  the 
excellence  of  her  work,    the    temerity  and    pre- 
emption of  Arachne,    who    ventured  to  dispute 
her  fuperior  fkill  in  weaving.     The  body  of  that 
unhappy  woman    appeared   quite  emaciated   and 
disfigured,    as  it  was  changing  to  that  of  a  fpi- 
der.     Near  this,  Minerva  was  again  reprefented, 
giving    counfel  to  Jupiter  himfelf  in    the  war  of 
the  glints,    and   animating    all    the  other   gods. 
She  appeared  in    another    place    with    her  lance 
and  ajgis   upon  the    banks  of   the  Xanthus,  and 
Simois  leading  UlyfTes  by  the  hand,  rallying  the 
flying  Grecian  troops,   baffling  the  efforts  of  the 
moft  valiant    Trojan  commanders,    and  even    of 
the  terrible  Hector  himfelf.      Laflly,  fhe  was  (een 
conducting  UlyfTes  into  that  fatal  machine,  which 
was,  in   one  fright,    to   overturn    the  empire    of 
Priam. 
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On  another  fide  of  the  fhield  was  exhibited" 
Ceres  in  the  fertile  fields  of  Enna,  which  lie  in 
the  middle  of  Sicily  :    file  appeared    aflembling 

-ther  the  people,  who,  before  were  difperfed, 
cither  hunting  for  their  food,  or  gathering,  as  they 
fell  from  the  trees,  the  fruits  that  grew  wild  in 
the  woods  and  forefts.  Thefe  favages  me  taught 
how  to  till  the  ground,  and  to  procure  themfelves 
nourifhment  from  her  fruitful  bofom.  She  made 
them  a  prefent  alfo  of  a  plough,  and  taught 
them  how  to  ufe  it  by  the  yoke.  The  fertile 
fields  were  then  feen  laid  open  in  furrows  by 
the  plough-fhare,  and  afterwards  overfpread  with 
the  golden  grain,  which  the  reaper  cut  clown  with 
his  fharp  fickle  ;  thus  rewarding  himfelf  for  all 
bis  labour.  Of  flee!,  that  elfewhere  is  employ- 
ed to  deftroy  every  thing,  no  other  ufe  feemed 
to  Le  made  here,  but  to  procure  abundance,  and 
delights  of  every  kind.  Nymphs  crowned  with 
flowers  danced  together  in  a  meadow  by  the  fide 
of  a  river,  and  near  a  grove,,  while  Pan  played 
upon  his  flute,  and  the  frolickforne  fawns  and 
iatyrs  (rifKtd  about.  There  appeared  Bacchus 
alfo,  crowned  with  ivy,  leaning  with  one  hand 
upon  his  thyrfus,  and  holding  in  the  other  a 
vine,  adorned  with  leaves  and  clutters  of  grapes. 
There  was  fomething  very  noble,  tender,  and 
agreeable  in  his  air,  though  a  little  too  languifh- 
jng  and  effeminate.  He.  was  fuch  as  he  appear- 
ed 
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ed  to  the  unhappy  Ariadne,  when  he  found  her 
in  the  deepeft  diftrefs,  alone  and  forfaken  upon 
a  foreign  coaft.  Befides  thefe,  there  appeared 
a  great  crowd  of  people,  of  whom  fome  were 
old  men  going  to  the  temples  to  offer  firft- fruits  ; 
fome  young,  returning  home  from  their  labour, 
weary  and  fatigued.  The  wives  of  thefe  laft 
were  come  to  meet  them,  leading  by  the  hand, 
and  careiTing  their  little  children.  There  too 
was  feen  a  company  of  fhepherds,  fome  of  whom 
fecmed  to  be  finding:*  while  others  were  dancing 
to  the  pipe.  In  fine,  this  part  of  the  fhield  ex- 
hibited nothing  but  joy,  peace,  and  plenty  ; 
happincfs  and  content  reigned  through  the  whole: 
even  wolves  were  feen  playing  among  the  fheep 
in  their  pafhires,  and  the  lion  and  tiger  had  for- 
got their  fiercenefs,  and  fled  with  the  tender 
lamb  ;  while  a  little  fhepherd,  with  his  crook, 
tended  them  together.  So  that  the  happin-f*  of 
the  golden  age  was  there  reprefented  in  a  very 
lively  and  agreeable  manner. 

Telemachus  put  on  this  divine  armour,  and, 
inftead  of  his  ordinary  buckler,  took  the  terri- 
ble segis,  which  Minerva  had  fent  him  by  Iris, 
the  fwift  mefTenger  of  the  gods.  Iris  had  taken 
away  his  own  buckler  without  his  perceiving  it, 
and  had  given  him,  inftead  of  it,  the  regis,  ter- 
rible to  the  gods  themfeives.  Thus  accoutred, 
he  made  the  bed  of  his  way  out  of  the  camp,  to 
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avoid  the  flames,  calling  with  a  loud  voice  to 
all  the  chiefs  to  follow  him.  His  voice  alone 
re-animates  the  defpairing  troops  :  a  divine  fire 
/parkled  in  the  eyes  of  the  young  warrior.  He 
never  difcovered  any  fear  or  perturbation,  b.ut  gave 
orders  with  tranquillity  and  precifion,  like  an 
ancient  (v.gQ  employed  in  regulating  his  family, 
and  instructing  his  children  ;  but,  he  was  keen 
and  rapid  in  the  execution,  like  an  impetuous 
liver,  which  not  only  fvviftly  rolls  its  foaming 
fiood,  but  alfo  bears  alon?  with  it  in  its  courfe 
the  heavied  veflels  launched  into  its  frream. 
fhiioctete.%  Neftor,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Man- 
durians  and  the  other  nations  felt  an  authority 
ta  the  fon  of  XJlyiTcs,  which  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  withfrand.  In  cemparifon  of  him,  the 
old  men  found  they  wanted  experience  ;  and  all 
the  commanders,  that  they  were  ueilitute  of 
vvildom  and  cou nfel  :  fo  that  even  jealoufy, 
which  is  i'o  natural  to  men,  had  no  place  in  their 
hearts.  They  all  fubmitted,  all  admired  Tele- 
rnachus,  and  obeyed  him  without  hefitation  or 
reluctance,  as  if  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  it. 
He  advances  with  the  utmolt  diligence  to  the 
top  of  a  hill,  from  whence  he  could  obferve 
the  difpofition  of  the  enemy's  army,  and  imme- 
diately perceives  that  it  would  be  proper  to  fall 
upon  it  directly,  and  take  advantage  of  the  dif- 
crder  they  had    thrown  themfelves  into   by   fet- 
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ting  fire  to  the  camp.  Accordingly  he  fetches 
a  compafs,  together  with  all  the  commanders  of 
the  greateft  experience,  and  attacks  the  Dauni- 
ans  in  the  rear,  when  they  imagined  the  army 
of  the  allies  was  enveloped  with  fmoke  and 
Carries.  They  are  thrown  into  a  panic  by  this 
unexpected  attack,  and  fall  thick  under  the  hands  - 
of  Telemachus  ;  as  the  leaves  in  the  forefts  to- 
wards the  end  of  autumn,  when  the  fierce  north- 
wind,  bringing  back  the  winter,  makes  the 
old  trees  groan  and  {hake  in  every  bough.  The 
ground  was  frrewed  thick  with  the  bodies  of 
thofe  whom  Telemachus  had  overthrown.  A- 
mong  the  reft,  he  transfixed  with  a  dart  the 
heart  of  Iphicles,  the  youngeft  fon  of  Adraftus. 
This  youth  ventured  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the 
combat,  in  order  to  fave  the  life  of  his  father, 
who  had  almoft  been  furprifed  by  Telemachus. 
Iphiclcs,  and  the  fon  of  Ulyfles,  were  both  beau- 
tiful, flrong,  aclive,  and  courageous  ;  of  the 
fame  age  and  ftature  ;  both  good-natured,  hu- 
mane, and  tenderly  beloved  by  their  parents.  But 
Iphicles  was  like  a  flower  that  blows  in  the  fields, 
foon  to  be  cut  down  by  the  fcythe  of  the  mower. 
The  next  whom  Telemachus  fiew  was  Eupho- 
rion,  the  braved  of  all  the  Lydians,  that  came 
into  Hetruria.  Laflly,  with  his  fword  he  dif- 
patched  Clecmenes,  who  had  been  but  lately 
married,  and  had  promifed  to  prefent  his  fpoufe 
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with  rich  fpoils  taken  from  the  enemy  ;    but  fate 
ordained  that  he  fhould  never  fee  her  more. 

Adraflus  boiled  with  rage  to  fee  his  fon  and: 
feveral  cf  his  officers  flain,  and  the  victory  ra- 
vifhed  from  his  hands.  Phalantus,  upon  the 
point  of  falling  at  his  feet,  was  like  a.  half- 
Slaughtered  victim  that  efcapes  from  the  facred 
knife,  and  flies  far  from  the  altar.  Another  mo* 
ment  would  have  enabled  Adraflus  to  finifh  ths 
fate  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  Phalantus,  drench- 
ed in  his  own  blood,  and  that,  of  the  ibldiers 
who  fought  about  him,  hears  the  fhouts  of  Te- 
iemachus  as  he  advanced  to  his  afliitance.  Then 
did  new  life,  in  a  moment,  re-infpire  his  heart  ^ 
and  the  cloud  that  was  beginning  to  overfpread 
his  eyes,  difperfed.  The  Daunians,  finding  themr 
.(elves  unexpectedly  attacked  behind,  quitted 
Phalantus  to  make  head  againfl  a  more  danger- 
ous enemy.  Adraflus,  meanwhile,  raged  like  a 
tyger,  when  the  fhepherds,,  afTembling  together, 
tear  from  him  the  prey  that  he  was  jufl  ready  to 
devour.  Telemachus  fearches  for  him  in  the 
crowd,  that  he  might  have  put  an  end  to  the  war 
at  once  by  delivering  the  allies  from  their  moft 
implacable  enemy.  But  Jupiter  would  not  give 
the  fon  of  UlyiTes  fo  eafy  and  fo  cheap  a  victory  ; 
and  even  Minerva  was  willing  that  he  fhould 
encounter  more  hard/hips  and  difaflers,  to  learn 
the  better  how  to  govern  mankind.  The  im- 
pious 
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pious  Adraftus,  therefore,  was  preferved  by  the 
father  of  the  gods,  that  Telemachus  might  have 
time  to  acquire  both  more  glory  and  more  vir- 
tue. Accordingly,  to  fave  the  Daunians,  Jupi- 
ter condenfed  a  thick  cloud  to  darken  all  the  air, 
frightful  thunder  at  the  fame  time  announcing, 
the  will  of  the  gods.  One  would  have  thought 
that  the  eternal  dome  of  the  lofty  Olympus  was 
going  to  tumble  down  upon  the  heads  of  weak 
mortals,  while  the  cloud  opened,  and  the  light- 
ning darted  from  pole  to  pole.  The  very  mo- 
ment that  the  eye  was  dazzled  by  thofe  piercing 
fires,  all  nature  was  again  enveloped  v/ith  the 
dreadful  fhades  of  night.  This  ftorm,  together 
with  a  heavy  rain  which  fell  immediately,  com- 
pelled the  armies  to  feparate. 

Adraftus  availed  himfelf  of  the  interpofition  of 
the  gods,  without  being  affected  with  their  power 
or  goodnefs  ;  and,  therefore,,  deferved  on  ac- 
count of  his  ingratitude,  tobe  doomed  to  a  heavier 
vengeance.  He  loft  no  time  in  making  his  troops 
file  off  between  the  half- burnt  camp  and  a  mo- 
ral's that  extended  quite  to  the  river  ;  and  this 
retreat  he  performed  with  fuch  dexterity  and  ex- 
pedition, as  plainly  proved  his  great  abilities 
and  prefence  of  mind.  The  allies,  animated  by 
Telemachus,  endeavoured  to  cut  off  his  retrea% 
but  he  efcaped  by  means  of  the  florm  ;  as  a  bird, 
by  her  fwift  wings,  efcapes  from   the  net  of  the 
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fowler.  They  returned,  therefore,  to  their  old 
camp,  and  applied  themfelves  to  retrieve,  as 
much  as  pollible,  the  damage  they  had  fuftained. 
Upon  entering  it,  they  beheld  one  of  the  mod 
{hocking  fights  that  war  exhibits.  The  fick  and 
wounded  not  having  had  ftrength  enough  to  crawl 
out  of  their  tents,  had  not  been  able  to  deliver 
themfelves  from  the  flames  :  they  appeared,  there- 
fore, half-burnt,  uttering,  with  a  plaintive,  dy- 
ing voice,  the  moft  piteous  groans  and  fhrieks. 
Telemachus  was  deeply  afTecled  with  the  fight, 
fo  that  he  could  not  refrain  from  tears  ;  and  of- 
ten, turned  his  eyes  afide,  greatly  (hocked  and 
moved.  He  could  not,  without  fhuddering,  and 
feeling  the  deepeft  companion,  behold  thefe  un- 
happy objects  ftill  alive,  and  doomed  to  a  lin- 
gering, painful  death  j  who  looked  like  vielims 
whofe  flefh  hath  been  burnt  upon  the  altars,  and 
difFufeth  a  fmell  around.  "  Alas,"  faid  Tele- 
machus, "  fee  what  horrible  fecnes  wsr  pro- 
duces !  how  great  is  the  blindnefs  and  infatua- 
tion of  wretched  mortals!  as  life  h  fh-ort  and 
miferable,  why  will  they  ftill"  make  it  fhorter  ? 
And  why  will  they  add  fo  many  diftrefTes  and 
calamities  to  thofe,  with  which  the  gods  have 
embittered  a  life  fo  fleeting  and  precarious  ?  Men 
are  all  brethren,  and  yet  more  cruel  than  wild. 
beafts,  they  tear  and  deftroy  one  another.  Lions 
do  not  wage  war  with  lions,  nor  tygers  with  ty>- 
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gers,  but  only  with  animals  of  a  different  fpe- 
cies.  Man  alone,  though  endued  with  reafon, 
does  what  irrational  animals  never  did.  After 
all,  why  thus  engage  in  war  ?  Is  there  not  more 
land  upon  earth  than  can  be  properly  manured 
by  all  its  inhabitants  ?  How  much  is  there  wade 
and  uncultivated  !  more  than  ever  can  be  occu- 
pied and  tilled  by  men.  What  then  is  the  caufe 
of  all  this  difcord  ?  The  love  of  glory,  falfely 
fo  called  ;  and  of  the  vain  title  of  conqueror  ; 
which  often  light  the  flames  of  war  in  a  vafc 
extent  of  country.  Thus  one  man,  whom  the 
gods  have  fent  to  execute  their  wrath  on  earth, 
barbaroufly  facrifces  fo  many  others  to  gratify 
his  vanity.  Every  thing  aauft  go  to  wreck  ;  the 
earth  muft  be  deluged  with  blood,  cr  con  fumed 
with  fire  ;  and  thofe  who  efcape  the  fire  and 
fvvordj  be  deftroyed  by  the  ftill  more  cruel  fa- 
mine j  only  that  this  man,  who  thus  wantonly 
fports  with  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  mankind* 
may,  by  the  general  defolation,  glut  his  pride  and 
ambition.  What  horrid  glory  is  this  !  can  men, 
who  have  thus  divefted  themfelves  of  all  huma- 
nity, be  fufficiently  defpifed  and  deteded  ?  No, 
no:  far  from  being  demi-gods,  they  are  not  even, 
men  ;  and,  inftead  of  being  admired,  as  they  ex- 
peeled,  by  future  ages,  they  ought  to  be  exe- 
crated. Oh  !  how  cautious  ought  kings  to  be 
about  engaging  in  wars  !   it  is  not  enough  that 

they 
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they  be  jufr,  they  ought  alfo  to  be  neceflary  for 
the  public  good,  The  blood  of  the  people  fhould 
not  be  fpilt  but  when  neceifrty  requires  it,  and 
to  fave  the  people.  But  flattering  counfellorsr 
falfe  notions  of  glory,  groundlefs  idle  jealoufiesy 
an  unjuft  avidity,  difguifed  under  fpecious  pre- 
texts; in  fine,  ra(h  inconfiderate  treaties  and  en- 
gagements fcarce  ever  fail  to  plunge  kings  into* 
ruinous  wars,  in  which  they  unnecefTarily  ha- 
zard the  lofs  of  their  dominions,  and  do  as  much 
mifchief  to  themfelves  as  to  their  enemies."  Such 
were  the  reflections  of  Telemachus  upon  this 
©ccafion.  But  he  was  not  contented  with  la- 
menting the  fatal  effecl-s  of  war ;  he  endeavoured 
alfo  to  alleviate  them.  He  vifited,  in  perfon,  the 
fick  and  dying  in  their  tents,  fupplied  them 
with  money  and  medicines,  comforted  and  en- 
couraged them  by  kind  foothing  words  ;  and 
thefe  whom  he  could  not  vifit  in  perfon,  he  fent 
others  to  vifit.  Among  the  Cretans  who  came 
with  him  were  two  old  men  -,  one  named  Trau- 
maphilus,  and  the  other  Nozophugus.  The  for- 
mer had  been  at  the  fiege  of  Trov  with  Idome- 
neus,  and  there  had  learned  of  the  fons  of  JEC* 
culapius  the  divine  art  of  curing  wounds.  Ha 
poured  into  the  deepeft  and  mod  dangerous 
wounds  a  fragrant  liquid  which  confumed  the 
fungous  mortified  flefh,  without  any  necefiity 
©f  making  an  incifion,  and  quickly  fupplied  its 

place:' 
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place  with  new  flefh,  more  found  and  beautiful 
than  the  nrft.  As  for  Nozophugus,  he  never 
had  feen  the  fons  of  iEfculapius  ;  but  he  had 
procured,  by  the  help  of  Merion,  a  facred  and 
myfterious  book,  which  iEfculapius  had  left 
them.  He  was  alfo  favoured  by  the  gods  y  for 
he  had  compofed  hymns  in  honour  of  the  fon3 
of  Latona,  and  offered  every  day  a  white  fheep 
without  blemifh  to  Apollo,  by  whom  he  was- 
often  infpired.  At  fir  ft  fight  of  a  patient  he 
knew  by  his  eyes,  by  his  complexion,  the  co- 
lour of  his  fkin,  the  conformation  of  his  bodyj 
and  his  refpiration,  the  caufe  of  his  diftemper. 
Sometimes  he  prefcribed  fudoriflcs,  and  made  it 
appear  by  the  effects-  of  fweating,  how  much 
perfpiration  facilitated  or  obftructed,  relieves  or 
diforders  the  bodily  machine;  fometimes,  in  con- 
fumptive  cafes,  he  ordered  certain  draughts,  which 
ftrengthened  by  degrees  the  noble  parts,  and  re- 
ftored  men  to  health  and  vigour  by  fwestenino- 
their  blood.  But,  he  maintained,  that  it  was 
from  a  want  of  refolution  and  virtue  that  men 
ftood  {o  often  in  need  of  phyfic  :  "  It  is  a  fhame 
to  them,"  faid  he,  "  that  they  Should  have  fo 
many  difeafes  ;  for,  if  they  were  more  fober  and 
virtuous,  they  would  alfo  be  more  healthy.  Their 
intemperance,  continued  he,  converts  what  was 
intended  for  the  comfort  and  fupport  of  life,  into 
a   mortal    poifon.      An   immoderate   purfuit  of 

pleafure 
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pleafure  fhortens  the  lives  of  men  more  than  me- 
dicines can  prolong  them.  The  poor  are  more 
feldom  fick  and  out  of  order  for  want  of  food, 
than  the  rich  by  indulging  too  freely  in  eating 
and  drinking.  Thofe  dimes  that  are  too  palate- 
able,  and  eaten  to  excefs,  produce  poifon  rather 
than  nourifhment.  Even  remedies  themfelves 
hurt,  and  give  mocks  to  the  conftitution  ;  and 
fhould,  therefore,  never  be  taken,  but  when 
there  is  an  abfoiute  neceffity.  The  great  me- 
dicines, ever  innocent  and  ufeful,  are  fobriety, 
moderation  in  the  enjoyment  of  pleafures,  tran- 
quillity of  mind,  and  bodily  exercife.  Thefe 
procure  pure  and  wholefome  blood,  and  throw 
off  all  fuperfluous  humours."  Thus  was  the 
fai*e  Nozophupus  more  eminent  for  the  regimen. 
he  prefcribed  for  preventing  difeafes,  and  ren- 
dering phytic  unntceiTary,  than  for  the  medicines 
he  adminiftered. 

Telemachus  fent  thefe  two  men  to  vifit  the 
lick  of  the  army  ->  many  of  whom  they  cured  by 
their  remedies,  but  many  more  by  the  care  they 
tcok  that  they  mould  be  properly  nurfed  aud. 
tended  ;  ordering  them  to  be  kept  always  cleanr 
thereby  to  prevent  bad  air  \  and  making  them 
obferve  a  very  ftricl,  fober  regimen,  when  they 
began  to^  recover.  The  foldiers  were  all  highly 
pleafed  with  Telemachus's  care  and  attention  to 
the  tick,  and  gave  thanks  to  the  gods  for  hav- 
ing- 
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fng  fent  him  to  the  army  of  the  allies.  <c  He 
is  not5"  faid  they,  "  a  man,  but  is  undoubtedly 
fome  beneficent  divinity  in  human  fnape.  At 
lead,  if  he  is  a  man,  he  does  not  (o  much  refem- 
blc  other  men  as  he  does  the  gods,  feeing  he  is 
wholly  employed  in  doing  good.  He  is  ftill 
more  to  be  admired  for  his  humanity  and  good- 
nature than  his  valour  :  O  if  we  could  have 
him  for  our  kin?  !  but  the  p-ods  intend  him  for 

o  o 

fome  more  happy  nation  whom  they  love,  and 
among  whom  they  defign  to  revive  the  golden 
age."  Thcfe  praifes  Telemachus  heard  as  he 
went  in  the  night  to  vifit  the  different  pofls  and 
quarters  of  the  camp,  by  way  of  precaution 
againft  the  ftratagems  of  Adraflus,  and,  there- 
fore, they  could  not  be  fufpecled  of  flattery,  as 
thofe  which  fycophants  often  give  princes  to 
their  face,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  they  have 
neither  modefly  nor  delicacy  ;  and,  that  to  gain 
their  favour,  they  need  only  praife  them  in  a  ful- 
fome  extravagant  manner.  But  the  fon  of  U- 
lyfTes  had  an  averfion  to  all  fuch  praifes  5  and, 
could  relifh  none  but  fuch  as  were  given  him  in 
fecret,  and  out  of  his  hearing,  and  fuch  as  he 
had  deferved.  To  thefe  laft  his  heart  was  not 
infenfible  ;  that  pleafure,  fo  pure  and  genuine, 
which  virtue  alone  can  bellow,  and  which  the 
vicious,  by  never  having  felt  it,  can  neither 
conceive  nor  believe,    he    reliilied  :    but   he   did 

not 
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not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  pufFed  up  or  intoxicated 
by  it,  but  immediately  recollected  the  many  fault3 
and  follies  he  had  been  guilty  of;  he  bethought 
himfelf  of  his  natural  haughtinefs  and  indiffer- 
ence about  others,  and  was  fecretly  afhamed  of 
his  infenfibility,  and  want  of  fympathy.  To 
the  fage  Minerva  he  acknowledged  himfelf  in- 
debted for  all  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  with* 
out  having  merited  it  by  his  conduct. 

<c  It  was  you,  O  great  goddefs,"  faid  he, 
*c  who  gave  me  Mentor  to  inftrucT:  me,  and  to 
correct  my  naturally  bad  temper  and  difpofition. 
It  was  you  who  gave  me  wifdom  to  profit  by 
my  faults,  to  learn  to  be  diffident  of  myfelf,  and 
to  reflrain  my  impetuous  pauions.  It  was  you 
who  made  me  feel'  a  pleafure  in  comforting  and 
relieving  the  unhappy  :  but  for  you,  I  fhould 
have  been  hated,  and  defervedly  too  ;  but  for 
you,  I  fhould  commit  irretrievable  errors,  and 
be  like  a  child  ;  who,  not  knowing  his  weak- 
nefs,  quits  his  mother,  and  falls  at  the  very  fiiSt 
itep  he  makes." 

Neft.or  and  Philocletes  were  furprifed  to  fee 
Telemachus  become  fo  kind,  good-natured,  fym- 
pathizing,  and  obliging  -y  fo  ready  to  afiift  and 
relieve  others,  and  fo  ingenious  in  obviating  their 
wants.  They  did  not  know  how  to  account  for 
iuch  a  total  change  of  his  behaviour.  But  what 
furprifed  them  ilill  more,  was  the  care  he  took 

of 
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of  Hippias's  funeral  ;  for  he  went  himfelf,  and 
brought  his  corfe,  all  bloody  and  disfigured,  from 
where  it  lay  under  a  heap  of  dead  bodies  ;  and, 
while  he  dropped  a  tender  tear  over  it,  exclaim- 
ed :  "  O  illuftrious  made  !  thou  now  knoweft 
how  much  I  efleem  thee  for  thy  valour.  It  is 
true,  thy  haughtinefs  provoked  me,  but  thy  fail- 
ings arofe  from  youthful  ardor..  I  know  well 
what  indulgence  the  errors  of  that  feafon  of  life 
are  entitled  to  :  had  you  not  fallen  in  the  bat- 
tle, we  fhould  certainly  have  been  united  by  the 
bands  of  a  fincere  friendship.  O  gods  !  I  ovva 
that  I  al fo  was  to  blame  ;  why  did  ye  match 
him  from  me  before  I  had  time  to  force  him, 
in  fpite  of  himfdf,  to  love  me  ?"  Telemaehus 
then  oidered  the  body  to  be  warned  with  odo- 
riferous liquors,  and,  after  that,  a  funeral  pile 
to  be  got  ready.  The  lofty  pines  were  now  heard 
groaning  under  the  ftrokes  of  the  ax,  and  tum- 
bling down  the  fides  of  the  mountains*  The 
oaks,  thofe  ancient  fens  of  the  earth,  that  feemed 
to  menace  heaven  ;  the  {lately  poplars,  the  wild 
afh- trees,  whofe  tops  are  fogreen,  and  fo  bedeck- 
ed with  a  luxurianceof  leaves  ;  and  beeches,. that 
are  the  glory  of  the  forefts,  were  cut  down,  and 
conveyed  to  the  banks  of  the  Galefus.  There 
was  erected  a  pile  that  looked  like  a  regular 
building  j  and,  being  fet  on  fire,  the  flames 
began  to  appear,,  and  a  cloud  of  fmoke  to  afcewi 
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towards  heaven.     The  Lacedemonians   advance 
with  flow,  fad  flops,    pikes  reverfed,  and  down- 
caft    eyes  ;    their    fierce   countenances    exhibited 
the  moil  pungent  forrow,   and   they    fhed   floods 
of   tears  ;    then   came  Pherecides,  an    old    man, 
ready  to  fink,    not  fo  much  under  the  weight  of 
years,    as  of  grief,  that  he  had  furvived  Hippias, 
who  had  been   his  pupil  from    his   infancy  :    his 
hands  were  raifed  towards  heaven,    and    his  eyes 
bathed  in  tears.     Since  the  death  of  Hippias,  he 
had   refufed   all    fort    of  nourilhment ;    nor    had 
balmy  fleep  enca  clofed  his  eyes,    or   fufpended, 
for    a    moment,  his  deep  diftrefs  :    with    feeble, 
trembling  fteps    did  he    follow    the    crowd,  and 
hardly   knew   whither    he  went.     Not   a    fingle 
word  proceeded  from    his  mouth,    for   his   heart 
was  too  full  :    grief  and  defpair  had  overwhelm- 
ed him.    But  no  fooner  did  he  fee  the  pile  fet  on 
fire,    than    he   became    quite  difrracled,    and  ex- 
claimed :    "  O    Hippias,    Hippias  !    I    fliall   fee 
thee  no  more  ;   Hippias    is   no  more,    but   I  am 
ftill  alive  !    O  my  dear  Hippias,    it    was  I,  cruel 
pitilefs    I,  who   taught  you   to  defpife  death  ;    I 
flattered  myfelf  with    the  hopes  that   you    would 
clofe  my  eyes,   and  catch  my  laft  ngh.     O  cruel 
gods  !    you  have  prolonged  my  life  that  I  might 
fee  the  end  of  that  of  Hippias  !  O  my  dear  child, 
whom  I  nurfed,  and  for  whom  1  was  i'o  anxious  ; 
I  fhall  fee  thee  no  more  !  but  I  fhall  fee  thy  mo- 
ther, 
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ther,  who  will  not  be  able  to  bear  her  grief, 
and  will  reproach  me  with  thy  death.  I  {hall 
fee  thy  young  fpoufe  beating  her  breaft,  and 
tearing  her  hair;  and  of  all  this  I  fhall  be  the 
caufe.  O  dear  {hade,  call  me  to  the  banks  of 
Styx,  for  the  light  is  become  odious  to  me. 
7'hee  alone,  my  dear  Hippias,  do  I  defire  to  fee. 
Hippias  !  Hippias  !  O  my  dear  Hippias  !  it  is 
only  to  pay  my  lafr  duty  to  thy  afhes,  that  I 
fupport  life."  In  the  mean  time  appeared  the 
body  of  young  Hippias,  fuetched  upon  a  bier, 
adorned  with  purple,  gold,  and  filver,  to  be  laid 
upon  the  pile  :  death,  though  it  had  extinguifh- 
ed  the  luftre  of  his  eyQ$>  had  not  been  able  en- 
tirely to  eiTace  his  beauty  ;  and  the  graces  frill 
faintly  played  upon  his  fa  Jed  face.  About  his 
fnowy  neck,  that  reclined  upon  his  fhoulder, 
hung  his  long  black  hair,  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  Atys  or  Ganymede,  though  deflined  now 
to  be  reduced  to  afhes  :  and  in  his  fide  was  Ccen 
the  deep  wound  through  which  all  his  blood  had 
flowed,  and  in  confequence  of  which  he  had 
defcended  to  the  gloomy  realm  of  Pluto. 

Telemachus,  fad  and  forrovvful,  walked  clofe 
behind  the  body,  {hewing  flowers  upon  it  all  the 
way.  When  they  were  arrived  at  the  funeral 
pile,  the  fori  of  UlylTes  could  not  fee  the  flame* 
catch  hold  of  the  cloth  in  which  the  body  was 
wrapped,  without  fnedding  tears  anew.  6<  Adieu," 

faid 
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faid  he,  "  magnanimous  Hippias  !  for  I  dare  no-fc 
call  thee  friend  s  be  pacified,  O  made,  who  haft 
Merited  i'o  much  glory  !  if  I  did  not  love  thee, 
I  mould  envy  thy  happinefs  ;  for  thou  art  de- 
livered from  the  mifery  to  which  we  are  ftill  ex- 
pofed,  and  haft  made  thy  efcape  in  the  moft 
glorious  manner.  O  how  happy  mould  I  be, 
(o  to  end  my  days  !  May  thy  (hade  find  no  ob- 
ftrucHon  from  the  river  Styx  ;  may  the  Elyfian 
fields  be  open  to  receive  thee  j  may  fame  tranf- 
mit  thy  name  to  all  future  ages  j  and  may  thy 
allies  reft  in  peace  !" 

Scarce  had  he  uttered  thefe  words,  broken  and 
intermingled  with  fighs,  when  all  the  army  burft 
into  tears,  and  wept  aloud,  deeply  affecled  with 
the  lofs  of  Hippias,  whofe  great  actions  they 
recounted.  Their  grief  made  them  recollect  all 
his  good  qualities,  and  overlook  the  faults  into 
which  he  was  rnifled  by  the  impetuofity  of  youth, 
and  a  bad  education.  But  they  were  -ftill  more 
F.ffec-led  with  the  generous  and  affectionate  be- 
haviour of  Tclemachus.  "  Is  that  then,"  faid 
they,  "  the  young  Greek,  fo  haughty,  proud, 
difdainful,  and  headftrong  ?  See  how  gentle,  hu- 
mane, and  companionate  he  is  become  !  With- 
out doubt,  Minerva,  who  loved  his  father  fo 
much,  loves  him  alfo  :  without  doubt,  me  hath 
beftowed  upon  him  the  moft  valuable  gifts  which 
the  gods  can  confer   upon  men,  by  giving  him 

wifdomfc 
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wifdom,  and  a  heart  fufceptible  of  friendfhip.'* 
The  body  being  now  confumed  by  the  flames* 
Telemachus,  with  his  own  hands,  fprinkled  the 
yet  fmoaking  afhes  with  a  perfumed  liquor,  and 
then  depofited  them  in  a  golden  urn,  which  he 
decked  with  flowers,  and  carried  to  Phalantus. 
That  chief  was  then  fo  weak,  and  in  fo  great 
danger  from  the  many  wounds  he  had  received, 
that  he  had  a  near  view  of  the  black,  difmal 
gates  of  Tartarus*  But  Traumaphilus  and  No- 
zophugus  having  been  fent  to  his  afliftance  by 
the  ion  of  Ulyiies,  and  having  given  him  all 
the  relief  which  their  art  could  afford,  his  foul, 
that  was  ready  to  take  its  flight,  by  degrees  re-* 
furned  its  place  :  a  frefh  fupply  of  fpirits  infen- 
fib\y  invigorated  his  nerves  ;  a  gentle  vivifying 
energy,  a  balfam  of  life  difFufed  itfelf  through 
every  vein,  even  to  the  inmofl;  recefles  of  his 
heart  ;  and  its  agreeable  warmth  fnatched  him 
as  it  were  from  the  cold  arms  of  death.  But, 
with  the  return  of  his  health  and  ftrength,  he 
found  his  grief  alfo  return,  and  he  began  to  feel 
the  lofs  of  his  brother,  which  the  condition  he 
had  been  in  hitherto,  had  prevented  his  feeling. 
4,4  Alas/'  faid  he,  *'  why  all  thefe  pains  to  fave 
my  life  ?  Should  I  not  be  happier  to  die,  and 
follow  my  dear  Hippias  ?  I  faw  him  fall  clofe 
by  me  :  O  Hippias  !  the  joy  of  my  life,  my 
brother,    my  dear  brother,    thou    art   r.o   more  -9 

then 
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then  fhall  I  fee  thee  no  more,  nor  hear  thee* 
nor  embrace  thee,  nor  make  thee  acquainted  with 
my  grievances  ;  nor  adminifter  confolation  to 
thee  in  time  of  trouble.  O  ye  gods*,  enemies 
to  mankind  !  you  have  then  taken  my  Hippias 
from  me  !  is  it  poffible  ?  May  it  not  be  all  a 
•dream  ?  No,  no  ;  it  is  but  too  true.  O  Hip- 
pias !  I  have  certainly  loft  thee,  for  I  faw  thee 
fall  !  I  muft  then  be  content  to  live,  at  leaft  till 
I  have  revenged  thy  death  ;  I  will  facrifice  to 
thy  rnanes  the  cruel  Adraflus,  ftained  with  thy 
Llood."  While  Phalantus  thus  exclaimed,  the 
two  divine  men  endeavoured  to  afluage  his  grief, 
left  it  fliould  irritate  his  wounds,  and  defeat  the 
efTec~ts  of  their  medicines.  In  this  condition 
he  was,  when  Telemachus,  all  on  a  fudden^ 
appeared  before  him.  Then  was  his  heart  af- 
failed  by  two  contrary  pafiions  ;  on  one  handj 
what  had  paiTed  between  Telemachus  and  Hip- 
pos immediately  occurred  to  him  ;  and  his  re- 
fentment,  on  that  account,  was  whetted  by  his 
grief  for  the  death  of  Hippias.  On  the  other 
frand,  he  could  not  pretend  to  be  ignorant,  that 
he  owed  the  prefervation  of  his  own  life  to  Te- 
lemachus, who  had  delivered  him  all  bloody, 
and  half-dead  from  the  hands  of  Adraftus.  But, 
when  he  faw  the  golden  urn,  in  which  the  aflies 
of  his  dear  brother  were  depofited,  he  med  a 
flood  of  tears,   embraced  Telemachus,  but  could 

not 
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not  fpeak  ;  at  length,  however,  with  a  weak, 
languifliing  voice,  broken  with  fighs,  he  faid  : 
<c  Worthy  fon  of  UlyfTes,  your  virtue  compels 
me  to  love  you  ;  to  you  I  am  indebted  for  what 
remains  of  life  I  yet  enjoy,  and  for  fomething 
ftill  more  dear  to  me.  But  for  you,  my  bro- 
ther's body  would  have  been  a  prey  to  vultures  $ 
but  for  you,  he  had  lain  unburied  ;  his  melan- 
choly made  would  have  been  wandering  on 
the  banks  of  Styx,  rejected  and  repulfed  by  un- 
relenting- Charon.  And  am  I  io  much  obliged 
to  a  man  whom  I  hated  (o  violently  ?  O  ye  gods  ! 
reward  him  fpr  it,  and  deliver  me  from  a  life 
fo  wretched.  As  for  you,  Telemachus,  take 
care  of  my  obfequies,  as  you  did  of  thofe  of 
my  brother,  and  thereby  render  your  glory  com- 
plete." So  faying,  he  funk  down,  quite  over- 
whelmed with  grief.  Telemachus  continued 
(landing  by  him,  and  waiting  till  he  fhould  come 
to  himfelf*  before  he  offered  to  fpeak.  When 
he  had  recovered  himfelf  a  little,  he  fnatched  the 
urn  from  the  hands  of  Telemachus,  and  bavin* 
killed  it  feveral  times,  and  watered  it  with  his 
-tears,  "  O  dear,  O  precious  afhes,"  cried  he, 
■"  when  mall  mine  be  depofited  with  them  in 
this  fame  urn  ?  O  made  of  Hippias,  I  fhall 
quickly  follow  thee  to  the  infernal  regions,  and 
Telemachus  will  be  the  avenger  of  us  both." 
Neverthelefs,  by  the  care  and  (kill  of  the  two 
Vol.  II.  I  men 
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men  who  were  mafters  of  the.fcience  of  JEfcu- 
lapius,  Phalantus  grew  better  and  better  every 
day.  Telemachus  always  attended  with  the 
phyficians,  that  they  might  exert  themfelves  the 
more,  to  forward  the  cure  ^  and  the  whole  army 
admired  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  in  thus  fuc- 
couring  his  greatefl  enemy,  more  than  the  wif- 
dom  and  valour  he  had  difplayed  in  the  battle, 
by  which  he  had  faved  the  army  of  the  allies* 
In  the  mean  time,  he  was  indefatigable  in  the 
difcharse  of  all,  even  the  mod  laborious  duties 
of  a  commander  :  his  ileep  was  fcanty,  and  even 
that  was  often  interrupted,  either  by  the  advices 
he  received  every  hour  of  the  night,  as  well  as 
day,  or  by  vifiting  the  different  quarters  of 
the  camp,  which  he  never  did  twice  fucceflively 
at  the  fame  hour,  the  better  to  furprife  thofe 
who  neglected  their  duty.  He  often  returned  to 
his  tent  all  over  fvveat  and  dull:  ;  his  diet  was 
very  plain,  and  he  lived  in  all  refpecls  as  the 
common  foldiers,  in  order  to  fet  them  an  ex- 
ample of  fobriety  and  patience.  And,  as  the 
camp  was  but  indifferently  fupplied  with  provi- 
sions, he  thought  his  fubmitting  voluntarily  ta 
the  fame  hardfhips  and  inconveniencies  as  they 
fufTered,  might  contribute  to  filence  the  mur- 
murs of  the  foldiers.  His  body,  far  from  be- 
ing weakened  by  fuch  an  adive,  laborious  life, 
became  ftronger  and  hardier  every  day  :  thofe  ten- 
der, 
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der,  delicate  graces,  that  are,  as  it  were,  the 
flowers  and  bloflbms  of  the  fpring  of  life,  began 
to  difappear  :  his  complexion  grew  browner  and 
more  manly,  and  his  limbs  more  nervous  and 
elaftic. 
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BOOK    XVIII. 
THE     ARGUMENT. 

Telemtchus,  fully  convinced  by  feveral  dreams  that 
he  baa7,  that  his  father  was  no  longer  upon  earth, 
puts  in  execution  the  defign  he  had  formed  of  go- 
ing in  quejl  of  him  to  the  infernal  regions.  He 
privately  withdraws  from  the  camp,  attended  by 
two  Cretans,  as  far  as  a  temple,  near  the  fa- 
mous 'cavern  of  Acheruntia  ;  through  tvhich  he 
pajjes  in  the  dark  ;  arrives  upon  the  batiks  of 
Styx,  and  is  taken  by  Charon  into  his  boat.  He 
■then  goes  and  pre  Cents  hi  mf elf  before  Pluto,  whom 
he  finds  difpofed  to  let  him  proceed  in  quejl  of  his 
father  ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  traverfes  Tar- 
tarus, and  is  a  fpe5tator  of  the  torments  which 
the  ungrateful,  hypocritical,  and  perjured,  but 
efpecially  bad  kings,   are  doomed  to  fuffer* 

ADRASTUS,   whofe  troops  had  fuffercd 
*  ■*•  confiderably  in  the  engagement,  lud  with- 
drawn 
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drawn  behind  the  mountain  Aulon,  to  wait  for 
new  reinforcements,  and  watch  an  opportunity 
of  furprifing  his  enemies  once  more.  He  refem- 
bled  a  famifhed  lion,  who,  having  been  driven 
from  a  fheep-fold,  returns  to  the  gloomy  forefte, 
and  enters  his  den,  where  he  whets  his  teeth  and 
claws,  and  waits  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  deftroy  all  the  flocks.  Telemachus,  having 
taken  care  to  eftablifh  a  ltricl  difcipline  in  the 
camp,  turned  all  hi3  thoughts  towards  the  exe- 
cuting a  defign  he  had  formed,  but  had  com- 
municated to  none  of  the  chiefs  of  the  army.  He 
had,  for  a  confiderable  time,,  been  greatly  dis- 
turbed every  night  with  dreamy  in  which  his 
father  UlyfTes  appeared  to  him.  That  dear  image 
prefented  itfelf  always  towards  the  end  of  jhe 
night,  before  Aurora  came  with  her  early  rays. 
to  drive  from  heaven  the  roving  ftars,  and  ba- 
nifh  balmy  fleep,  with  her  train  of  fluttering 
dreams.  Sometimes  he  fancied  he  faw  UlyfTes 
naked  in  a  meadow,  bedecked  with  flowers,  upon 
the  banks  of  a  river,  in  a  pleafant  ifland,  en- 
compafTed  with  nymphs,  who  threw  him  gar- 
ments to  cover  his  nakednefs.  Sometimes  he 
imagined  he  heard  him  fpeaking  in  a  palace,, 
glittering  all  over  with  gold  and  ivory,  where 
men,  crowned  with  flowers,  liftened  to  him  with 
pleafure  and  admiration.  Oftentimes  he  appeared 
to  him  all  on  a  fudden  at  a  feaft,   where   mirth 

I  3  aiul 
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And  pleafure  reigned,  and  where  the  fweet  me- 
lody of  a  voice  accompanitd  a  lyre  more  ravifh- 
ing  than  that  of  Apollo,  or  the  voices  of  the 
Mufes.  But  thefe  agreeable  dreams  ferved  only 
to  make  Telemachus  melancholy  when  he  wak- 
ed. w  O  my  father  !  O  my  dear  father  UlyfTes  ('* 
would  he  exclaim  :  M  the  mod  frightful  dreams 
would  be  more  welcome  to  me.  By  thefe  images 
of  felicity,  I  perceive  that  you  are  gone  to  the 
place  of  happy  fouls,  where  the  gods,  to  reward 
their  virtues,  beftow  upon  them  eternal  tran- 
quillity. Methinks  I  fee  the  Elyfian  fields.  O 
what  a  grief  it  is  that  I  can  hope  for  no  more  ! 
What  !  O  my  dear  father  f  then  I  fhall  fee  you 
no  more  !  never  more  embrace  him  who  loved 
me  fo  tenderly,  and  whom  I  undergo  fuch  la- 
bour and  hardfhip  to  find  !  never  more  hear  that 
voice  which  fpoke  fo  wifely  !  never  more  kifs 
thofe  hands,  thofe  dear  hands,  thofe  victorious 
hands,  that  have  overthrown  fuch  a  multitude  of 
enemies  !  but  they  will  not  now  take  vengeance 
on  the  prefumptuous  lovers  of  Penelope;  nor 
will  Ithaca  ever  emerge  from  ruin.  O  ye  gods, 
enemies  to  my  father  !  ye  fend  me  thefe  fatal 
dreams  to  deprive  me  of  all  hope,  which  is,  in 
effect,  depriving  me  of  life.  No,  I  cannot  live 
any  longer  in  this  uncertainty.  But  what  do  I 
fay  !  alas  !  I  am  but  too  certain  that  my  father 
is  no  more;  but  I  will  go  down  to  the  infernal 

regiois 
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regions  in  quefl  of  him.     Thither  Thefeus  def- 
eended  in  fafety,  the  audacious,    impious    The- 
feus,    who  would  have  infulted   the  infernal  dei- 
ties ;    whereas    I   go    conducted    by    filial   duty. 
Hercules  alfo  defcended   thither  :    I,   indeed,  am 
not  Hercules  ;    but  it  is   glorious   to  attempt   to 
imitate  him.    Orpheus,  by  the  recital  of  his  mis- 
fortunes,  moved    the    pity  of  that  god,    who  is 
reprefented    as    inexorable,    and    prevailed    upon 
him  to  let  Eurydice  return  to  life  :    I  am    more 
worthy  of  compaflion  than  Orpheus,    as  my  lofs 
is  greater  ;   for,  who    can  compare  a  young  wo- 
man, equalled  by  fo  many  others,  with  the  fage 
UlyfTes,   admired  by  all  Greece.      Come,  I  will 
venture  ;  if  I  mutt,  let  me  die.     What   folly  to 
be  afraid  of  death,    when  life   is  fo  full  of  trou- 
ble !   O  Pluto  !   O  Proferpine  !  I  fhall    foon  fee 
whether  you  are  as  void  of  pity  as  you  are  repre- 
fented.    O  my  father  !    after  having  traverfed  in 
vain  both  fea  and  land   in    queft  of  you,    I    am 
coming  to  fee  whether  you    may    not   be   in  the 
difmal  manfions  of  the  dead.     If  the  gods  refufe 
to  let  me  fee  you  upon  earth,   and  enjoying  the 
light  of  the-  fun,   perhaps    they  will   not   refufe 
me  the  fight  of  your  fhade  in  the  realm  of  night." 
So  faying,  Telemachus  watered  his  couch   with 
his  tears  :  then    he  arofe,    and  tried  by  the  light 
to  aflwage    the    violent    uneafinefs    wrhich    thefe 
dreams    had    occasioned.     But  it  was  an    arrow 
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which  had  pierced  his  heart,    and   which  he  car- 
ried every  where  about  with  him.     He  refolved, 
therefore,  to  attempt  to  find  his  way  to   the   in- 
fernal regions,  at  a  celebrated  place,  not  far  from 
the  camp,  called  Acheruntia,  where  was  a  fright* 
ful  cavern,    through  which   a  paffage  opened  to 
the  banks  of  Acheron,    that  river,  by  which  the 
gods  themfelves  are  afraid  to  fwear.       The    city 
flood  upon  the  fummit  of  a  rock,  like  a  neft  in 
the  top  of  a  tree,  and,  at  the  bottom  of  the  rock> 
was  the  cavern,  which    timorous   mortals    durft 
not  venture   to   approach.      The  fhepherds  took 
care  to  keep  their  flocks  at  a  diftance  ;    for  the 
air  was  infected  by  the   fulphurecus    fleam   that 
arofe  perpetually  through    the  cavern    from    the 
Stygian  Jake.       In    the.  neighbourhood,   neither 
grafs  nor  flowers  would  grow  :.  there  the  gentle 
zephyrs    never   fanned    the    air ;    nor  were    the 
beauties  of  the  fpring,.or  the  rich  fruits  of  au.- 
tumn,  ever  feen.    The  ground  was  quite  parched 
and  blaited,   and    the    only    vegetables    that   ap- 
peared upon  it,  were  fome  naked  withered  fhrubs, 
and    di final    cyprefles.       To    a   considerable  dis- 
tance all  around,  Ceres  refufed  her  golden  grain 
to  the  labours  of  the  hufhandman,  and  Bacchus 
feemed  to  produce  his  delicious  fruit  in  vain,  for 
the  grapes,  inflead  of  ripening,,  were  foon  fhrunk 
and    fhri veiled!       Nor  did   the  drooping   Naiads 
pour    forth    the    fweet   transparent   ltream  j   the 
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waters  were  always  bitter  and  muddy^:  no  birds 
were  ever  heard  to  fing  in  this  forlorn  country, 
over-run  with  briars  and  thorns,  and  defritute 
of  groves  for  their  retreat  ;  they  chofe  a  more 
happy  climate,  where  they  could  with  pleafure 
warble  their  amorous  lays.  Nothing  there  was 
heard  but  the  croaking  of  ravens,  and  the  d if — 
mal  hooting  of  owls,  The  very  grafs  was  bit- 
ter j  fo  that  the  flocks  that  {ed  upon  it  never 
throve,  nor  felt  that  pleafing  fenfation  that  makes 
them  frifk  along  the  plain.  There  the  bull  ne- 
ver wooed  the  heifer,  and  the  melancholy,  de- 
jected fwains  never  thought  of  the  flute  or  oaten 
pipe.  From  time  to  time  there  ifiued  from  the 
cavern  a  black  thick  fmoke,  that  formed  an  ar- 
tificial night,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
The  people  in  the  neighbourhood  were  then  dou- 
bly diligent  in  offering  facrihces  to  pacify 
the  infernal  deities  ;  but,  oftentimes  the  hu- 
man fpecies,  in  the  flower  of  their  youth, 
and  even  in  their  tender  years,  were  the  only 
victims  which  thofe  cruel  divinities  took 
pleafure  in  deflroying,  by  a  fatal  contagion. 
There  it  was  that  Telemachus  refolved  to  feek 
a  pafTage  to  the  gloomy  realm  of  Pluto..  Mi- 
nerva, who  continually  watched  over,  and  co- 
vered him  with  her  egis,  had  pre-difpofed  Pluto 
to  receive  him  favourably  :  even  Jupiter,  at  the 
requeft  of  Pallas,  had  ordered  Mercury,  who  def- 
cends  every   day    into   the  infe  rnal    regions    to 
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deliver  over  to  Charon  a  certain  number  of 
ghofh,  to  tell  the  monarch  of  the  dead,  that  he 
defired  he  mould  let  the  fon  of  UlyfTes  pafs  un- 
molefled  into  his  dominions.  Telemachus  fe- 
cretly  withdrew  from  the  camp  in  the  night,  and 
proceeded  by  moon-light,  invoking  that  power- 
ful divinity,  which  in  heaven  is  the  bright  lu- 
minary of  the  night,  on  earth  the  chafte  Dia- 
na, and  in  the  regions  below  the  terrible  He- 
cate. That  goddefs  was  propitious  to  his  pray- 
ers, becaufe  his  heart  was  pure,  and  becaufe  he 
was  actuated  by  the  filial  duty  which  a  fon  owes 
his  father.  He  had,  as  foon  as  he  approached 
the  entrance  of  the  cavern,  heard  the  bellowing 
of  the  fubterranean  empire,  while  the  ground 
fhook  under  him,  and  heaven  feemed  all  in  a 
blaze  with  the  lightning  that  darted  to  the  earth. 
The  heart  of  the  young  fon  of  UlyfTes  now  be- 
gan to  be  alarmed,  and  his  body  was  covered 
all  over  with  a  cold  fv/eat  j  yet  his  courage  did 
not  quite  forfake  him,  while  he  lifted  his  hands 
and  eyes  to  heaven,  and  exclaimed  :  "  Great 
gods  !  I  thankfully  accept  of  thefe  prefages, 
which  I  look  upon  as  happy  ;  proceed  as  you 
have  begun,  till  you  have  finifhed  your  work." 
Having  uttered  this  ejaculation,  he  advanced 
boldly,  and  with  a  quick  pace,  to  the  mouth  of 
the  cave.  The  thick  fmoke,  that  proved  fatal  to 
all  animals  which  ventured  to  approach  the  en- 
trance, 
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trance,  immediately  difperfed  j    and  the   poiibn- 
ous  fmell  was  fufpended  for  a    little.      Telema- 
rhus  entered  all    alone  ;    for  what   other  mortal 
would  have  dared  to  follow  him  ?   Two  Cretans, 
to  whom  he  had   communicated  his  defign,   and 
who  had  accompanied   him  to  a  certain  diftance 
from  the  cavern,   were  now  in  a  temple,  a  good 
way  off,  half  dead,  and  trembling  for  fear,  put- 
ting up  vows,  and  never  expecting   to  fee  Tele- 
machus  again.     The  fon  of  Ulyfies  in  the  mean 
time,  fword  in  hand,  enters    the  dark,   horrible 
cavern  :    Ire  foon  perceives    a   dull,  feeble  light* 
fuch  as  appears  upon  earth  in  the  night  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time    obferves   a   multitude    of  flittinw 
ghofts  hovering  about  him,  which  he  drives  away 
with  his  fword.     He    then   defciies    the    melan- 
choly banks  of   the  Stygian  flood,   whofe    thick 
heavy  waters  hardly   feem    to   move  :   upon  the 
hither  bank  he   found  an  infinite   crowd    of   the 
fhades  of  thofe  who  had    not    been  buried,    and 
who  prefented  themfelves  to   the  pitilefs  Charon 
in  vain,  in   order  to  be  ferried  over.     That  pod. 
who  is  eternally  old,   churlifh,    and  morofe,  but 
vigorous,  threatened  them,  and  drove  them away* 
but  admitted    the  young    Greek    into    his   boat. 
Upon    his  ftepping  into  it,    hearing   the   groans 
of  a  ghoft  that  feemed  inconfolable,   he  thus  ad- 
drefled  it  :  "  Whence  does  your  heavy  grief  arife  ? 
"What  was  you  when   alive,    and  upon   earth  ':'' 
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"  I  was,"  replied  the  ghoft,  "  Nabopharzan,. 
king  of  the  proud  Babylon  :  all  the  nations  o£ 
the  Eaft  trembled  at  the  very  mention  of  my 
name;  I  built  a  temple  of  marble,,  in  which  I 
made  the  Babylonians  pay  me  divine  worfhip, 
and  burn,  day  and  night,  the  mod  coflly  per- 
fumes of  ^Ethiopia  before  my  ftatue,  which  was 
of  mafly  gold  ;  none  durft  prefume  to  contradict 
me,  without  being  immediately  punimed.  Every 
day  were  new  pleafures  and  amufements  invent- 
ed, to  render  my  life  more  agreeable  ;.  I  was  ftill 
young  and  robuft.  Alas  !  what  pleafure  I  ftill 
might  have  enjoyed  upon  the  throne  !  but  a  wo- 
man, of  whom  I  was  enamoured,  though  fhe 
loved  not  me,  foon  made  me  fenfible  that  I  was 
not  a  god.  She  took  me  off  by  poifon,  and  L 
am  now  no  more  :  yefterday  my  a(hes  were  de- 
posited with  great  pomp  in  a  golden  urn  ;  and. 
there  was  great  lamentation  and  tearing  of  hair  ;, 
nay,  they  even  made  a  (hew  of  throwing  them- 
fclves  into  the  flames  of  my  funeral  pile,  in  order 
to  be  con  fumed  with  me;  and  to-day  they  in- 
tend to  fet  up  an  howling  and  crying  at  the  foot 
of  a  fuberb  monument  they  have  erected  for  my 
aOif  s.  Yet  nobody,  in  reality,  regrets  me  :  even 
in  my  own  family,  my  memory  is  execrated  ;. 
and  here  below  1  am  already  fubjecled  to  the 
moft  horrible  mortifications." 

Tele- 
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Telemachus,  who  fympathized  with  him  in 
his  fufferings,  queftioned  him  thus  :  "  Was  you 
really  happy  during  your  reign  ?  Did  you  feel 
that  fweet  tranquillity,  without  which  the  heart 
is  always  uneafy  and  difTatisfied  in  the  midft  of 
mirth  and  pleafure  ?"  <s  No,"  replied  the  Baby- 
lonian -y  u  (o  far  from  it,  I  do  not  even  under- 
stand what  you  mean.  The  fages  extol  that 
tranquillity  as  the  only  real  good  -,  but,  as  for 
me,  I  never  felt  it  :  my  heart  v/as  perpetually 
agitated  by  new  defires,  by  hope  and  fear.  I 
endeavoured  to  render  it  callous  and  infenfihle  by 
continual  diffipation  and  amufement,  and  to 
perpetuate,  if  poflible,  the  intoxication  ;  for  the 
leaft  intrufion  of  reafon,  or  calm  ferious  reflexion, 
would  have  been  too  painful.  Such  was  the 
tranquillity  I  enjoyed  ;  any  other  appeared  to 
me  but  a  chimera  ;  and  fuch  is  the  happinefs  I 
now  regret."  So  faying,  the  Babylonian  wept 
like  a  weak,  effeminate  prince,  debauched  by 
profperity  -3  who,  by  never  having  experienced 
adverfity,  was  incapable  of  fupporting  it  with 
fortitude  and  refolution.  He  had  about  him 
fome  flaves,  whom  they  had  put  to  death  in  ho- 
nour of  his  funeral  ;  and  whom  Mercury  had 
configned  over  to  Charon,  together  with  the 
king,  giving  them  an  abfolute  power  over  him, 
whofe  flaves  they  had  been  upon  earth.  The 
ghofh  of  the  flaves,  therefore,  no  longer  flood  in 
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awe  of  that  of  Nabopharzan,  but  held  it  in 
chains,  and  infulted  it  in  the  moil  cruel  man- 
ner. u  Are  not  we  men,  as  well  as  you  ?" 
faid  one  of  them  :  M  How  could  you  be  fuch  a 
fool,  as  to  fancy  yourfelf  a  god  ;  or  forget  that 
you  was  any  thing  more  than  a  mere  man  ?"' 
Another,  with  a  fneer,  told  him  :  <c  You  was 
in  the  right  to  be  unwilling  to  pafs  for  a  man  -T 
for  you  really  was  a  monfter,  void  of  humanity." 
Another  exclaimed  ;  u  Well,  where  are  now 
your  flatterers  ?  Unhappy  wretch  !  nothing  have 
you  now  to  give,  nor  can  you  do  any  harm  ; 
you  are  even  become  the  Have  of  your  flaves.. 
The  gods  are  flow  in  rendering  to  men  according 
to  their  deferts,  but  they  never  fail  to  do  juftice 
at  laft."  At  thefe  mortifying,  harfh  words, 
Nabopharzan  threw  himfelf  upon  his  face  to  the 
ground,  tearing  his  hair  in  a  tranfport  of  rage 
and  defpair.  But  Charon  faid  to  the  flaves  : 
"  Pull  him  by  the  chain,  and  lift  him  up,  he 
fhall  not  even  have  the  confolation  of  concealing 
his  fhame,  and  all  the  ghofrs  of  Styx  mult  be 
witnefles  of  it  ;  that  the  gods  may  be  juflified 
for  having  fufFered  this  impious  man  to  reign 
fo  long  upon  earth.  This,  O  Babylonian,  is 
but  the  beginning  of  your  woe  ;  you  will  foon 
be  called  to  account  by  Minos,  the  impartial 
judge  of  the  dead."  While  the  terrible  Charon 
ipoke    thus,    the   boat    reached    the    bank    that 
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bounded  the  empire  of  Pluto.      Immediately  all 
the  ghofts  came  flocking  to  fee  the  living  man, 
that  appeared  in  the  boat  among  the  dead:    but 
as  foon  as  Telemachus  fet  foot  on  land,  they  all 
vanifhed,  like  the  {hades  of  the  night  at  the  firft 
approach  of  day.      Charon,  with  a  forehead  lefs 
wrinkled,   and  eyes  lefs  fierce  and   glaring  than 
ordinary,   faid  to  the  young  Greek  :    "  Mortal, 
beloved  by  the  gods  !    fince  you  are  permitted  to 
enter   the  realm   of  night,   inacceffible   to   other 
men,  while  alive,  proceed  without  delay  whither 
your   deftiny  calls    you;    that  gloomy  path  will 
lead  you  to  the  palace  of  Pluto,  whom  you  wilt 
find  feated  upon  his  throne,  and  who  will  indulge 
you  with  leave  to  vifit  thofe  places,  with  the  fe- 
crets  of  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to   acquaint 
"ou."      Telemachus  immediately  advanced  with 
eager   fteps,   and   beheld,   fluttering   all    around 
him,   the  ghofts  more  numerous  than  the  fands 
upon  the   fea-fhore,    which,   together  with  the 
profound  filence  that  reigned  in  thofe  vaft  dreary 
regions,  ftruck  him  with  a  divine  awe  and   hor- 
ror.      His  hair  flood  an  end   as  he  drew  near  to 
the  difmal  abode  of  the  pitilefs  Pluto,   and  his 
knees  trembled  under   him,    fo  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could    pronounce  thefe  words  as  he 
approached  the  god  :    "  You  fee,  O  tremendous 
god,  the  fon  of  the  unhappy  Ulyftes  ;  I  am  come 
to  enquire  of  you,  if  my  father  hath  yet  defcended 

to 


i84       THE    ADVENTURES" 

to  your  empire,  or  if  he  is  flill  wandering  abow£ 
upon  earth  ?"  Pluto  was  feated  upon  a  throne  of 
ebony,   witrta  countenance  pale  and  item,  eyes 
hollow  and  fparkling,  and  a  forehead  furrowed  and 
frowning;  :    the  fisht  of  a  living-  man  was  offen- 
five  to  him,   as  light  is  to  the  eyes  of  thofe  ani- 
mals, who  never  appear  abroad  but  in  the  night,. 
By  his  fide  fat  Proferpine,    who  fmgly  watched 
his    looks,    and    feemed    a    little    to    foften    his 
heart  :    fhe  pofleiTed  unfading  charms  ;  but  there 
was    fomething   of  the  aufterity  and  cruelty  of 
her  hufband  blended  with  thefe  her  divine  graces. 
At  the  foot   of  the  throne   was  pale   devouring 
Death,   whetting,   inceffantly,   his  keen  refifUefs 
fcythe  ;    about  him  flew  black  Gare,  cruel  Jea- 
Joufy;  Revenge,  all  dropping  with  blood,  and  co- 
vered with  wounds;    unjuft  Hatred,  and  Avarice 
that  preys  upon  itfelf;    Difpair,  that  tears  itfelf 
with  its  own  hands  ;    mad  Ambition,  that  over- 
turns each,  object  in  its   way  -,   Treachery,    that 
thirfts  for  blood,  and  cannot  enjoy  the  mifchief  it 
hath  done  ;  Envy,  which  fcatters  its  mortal  poi- 
fon  all  around,  and  is  tranfported  with  rage  at 
its  inability  to  do  mifchief ;  Impiety,  which,  digs 
for  itfelf  a  bottomlefs  pit,  into  which  it  plunges 
without    hope  j     hideous    fpectres  ;     phantoms, 
which  reprefent  the  dead    to  terrify  the  living  ; 
frightful   dreams,  and  watchings    ftill  more  irk- 
fome  j  all  thefe  horrid  images   furrounded  grim 
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Pluto,  and  fwarmed  all  over  his  palace.  With 
a  hollow  voice,  which  echoed  through  the 
dark  profound  of  Erebus,  he  thus  replied  to  Te- 
kmachus:  "  Young  mortal,  deftiny  hath  im- 
pelled thee  to  violate  this  facred  aiylum  of  the 
dead;  go  then,  and  fulfil  thy  tov/ering  fate:  I 
fhall  not  tell  thee  where  thy  father  is ;  it  is 
enough  thou  art  at  liberty  to  fearch  for  him  : 
as  he  reigned  a  king  on  earth,  thou  needeft  only 
traverfe,  on  one  hand,  that  part  of  the  gloomy 
Tartarus  where  wicked  kings  are  punifhed  ;  aad 
on  the  other,  'the  Elyfian  fields  where  virtuous 
monarchs  are  rewarded  :  but  thou  can'ft  not 
go  from  hence  to  the  Elyfian  fields  without 
patting  through  Tartarus  :  thither  make  the  belt 
of  thy  way,  and  quit  my  empire  with  all  con- 
venient difpatch."  That  inftant  Telemachus 
feemed  to  fly  through  thole  vaft  empty  fpaces,  fo 
impatient  was  he  to  know  if  his  father  was  ftill 
alive,  and  to  fly  from  the  prefence  of  that  hor- 
rible tyrant,  who  is  the  terror  both  of  the  dead 
and  the  living.  In  a  fhort  time,  he  perceived 
that  he  was  upon  the  confines  of  gloomy  Tar- 
tarus, whence  iflued  a  difmal  thick  fmoke,  the 
poifonous  ftench  of  which  would  be  mortal,  was 
it  to  reach  the  living.  Under  the  fmoke  was  a 
river  and  whirlpools  of  fire,  which  made  a  noile 
like  that  of  the  mofl  impetuous  torrents,  when 
they  rufh  from  the  top  of  \try  high  rocks   into 
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gulphs  below,   fo   that  nothing  could  be   heard! 
diflin&ly  in  thefe  difmal  regions. 

Telemachus,   fecretly  animated    by  Minerva,, 
with    undaunted    fteps    traverfes    this    dreadful 
place:    there  he  ftrfl  obferved  a  great  number  of 
men,   who  had   been  confined  to  the  lowed  fta- 
tions  of  life,  and  were  now  punimed  for  having 
endeavoured    to   acquire  wealth  by  fraud,    trea- 
chery, and    cruelty.     There  too  he  faw  a  great 
many  of  thofe  impious  hypocrites,  who  had  pre- 
tended to  love  religion,  but  in  reality  made  ufe  of 
it  only  as  a  plaufible  pretext  to  gratify  their  am- 
bition, and  impofe  upon  the   fimple  and  credir- 
lous :    thefe,    as   having   profaned    and    vilified: 
even  virtue  itfelf,  though  the  noblcfr.  gift  that  the 
gods  can  beftow,    were    punifhed   as    the   moft 
abandoned   of  all   men:    neither    children   who- 
had  made  away  with  their  fathers   and  mothersr 
nor  wives   who  had  imbrued  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of   their  hufbands,    nor  traitors   who  had 
betrayed  their   country   and  violated  every  oath* 
were  doomed  to  fufFer  fuch  tortures  as  they  :  fo 
the  three  infernal  judges  would  have  it  ;  and  their 
reafon  for  it  was  this  ;    hypocrites,  not  fatisfied 
with  being  wicked  as  other  bad  men,  muft  needs 
pafs  for  good,  and    by    their   falfe   pretences  to- 
virtue  difcredit  what  is  really  fuch.      The  gods, 
whom  they  made  light  of,  and  whom  they  ren- 
dered  contemptible   in   the  eyes  of  men,   with 
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pleafure  employ  their  whole  power  to  punifh  the 
infult  offered  to  their  divinity.  Not  far  from 
them  appeared  other  men,  whom  the  vulgar  do 
not  look  upon  as  very  guilty,  but  whom  the  di- 
vine vengeance,  notwithstanding,  purfues  with- 
out mercy ;  and  thefe  are  the  ungrateful,  liars, 
flatterers,  who  praifed  and  extolled  vice,  and  the 
cenforious,  who  maliciouily  endeavoured  to  tar- 
nifh  the  pureft  virtue  :  finally,  thofe,  who  rafti- 
ly  judged  of  things,  without  being  thoroughly 
apprized  of  them,  and  thereby  hurt  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  innocent.  Of  all  the  different  fpe- 
cies  of  ingratitude,  that  which  regards  the  gods 
was  punifhed  as  the  blackeft.  "  What,  faid 
Minos,  fhall  men  be  accounted  mongers  who  are 
ungrateful  to  their  parents  or  friends,  to  whom 
they  owe  fome  few  obligations,  and  yet  glory  in 
being  ungrateful  to  the  gods,  from  whom  they 
derive  life,  and  all  the  advantages  attending:  it  ? 
Are  not  men  more  indebted  to  them  for  their  ex- 
iftence  than  to  their  parents  ?  The  more  crimes 
are  overlooked,  and  the  more  venial  they  appear 
upon  earth,  the  more  rigorous  and  implacable  is 
the  vengeance  that  awaits  them  in  the  regions  be- 
low." Telemachus,  feeing  the  three  judges  fit- 
ting, and  pafling  a  fentence  of  condemnation 
upon  a  man,  ventured  to  afk  them  what  his 
crimes  were  :  immediately  the  convict  took  up 
the  queftion,  and  exclaimed  ;  "  I  never  did  any 
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thing  ami  is ;  nay,  it  was  my  delight  to  do  good  > 
I     was    magnificent,    liberal,    jufr,     and    com- 
panionate ;  what  then  can  be  laid  to  my  charge  ?" 
To  this  defence  Minos  made  anfwer  :    "  We  do 
not  charge  you  with  any  thing  amifs  in  regard 
to  men  :    but,  was  not  you  more  indebted  to  the 
gods  than  to  men  ?    What  then  is   that  juftice 
which  you  boaft  of?    With  refpec/t  to  men,  you 
have  acquitted   yourfelf  well ;   but   men,    com- 
pared to  the  gods,   are  as  nothing.     You  have 
been  virtuous  j    but  then    you   charged  all  your 
virtue  to  your  own  account,  and  not  to  the  gods, 
whofe  gift  it  was  ;    for  you  praclifed  it  only  for 
the  reputation  and  advantage  of  it,  and  would  not 
own  yourfelf  beholden  to  any  fuperior  being  for 
it,    or  any  thing  elk..    The  only  divinity  you 
adored    was  yourfelf:    but  the  gods,,  who  made 
every  thing,  and  for  themfelves  too,  will  not  pant 
with  their  rights  ;    as  you  forgot  them  while  on 
earth,  they  will  now  forget  you  :    they  will  now 
leave    you   to    yourfelf,.    as    you,     when    alive, 
ftudied   to  pleafe  yourfelf  only,  and    not  them. 
Find  now,  if  you  can,    your  confolation  in  your 
own  heart ;    for  now  are  you  for  ever  feparated 
from  men,    to  whom  you  ftudied  to  recommend 
yourfelf,  and  are  alone,    with  the  idol  you  wor- 
fnipped,   that  is  yourfelf.      Know,    there  is    no 
true  virtue,    without  love   and  reverence  for  the 
gods,  to  whom   men  are  indebted  for  their  all. 
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Now,  will  your  falfe  virtue,  with  which  you 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  men,  eafy  to  be  deceived,  be 
unmafked  and  expofed.  Men  judge  of  vice  and 
virtue  only  as  they  coincide,  or  not,  with  their 
fafteand  intereft,  and  are  blind  with  refpe&toboth. 
But  here  a  divine  light  difcovers  the  error  of  their 
fuperficial  judgment;  for  thofe  whom  they  ad- 
mired, are  often  condemned  ;  and  thofe  whom 
they  condemned,  acquitted  and  juftified."  By 
thefe  words,  the  philofopher  was  ftruck  as  with 
a  thunder-bolt  :  the  felf-compiacency  with 
Which  he  formerly  contemplated  his  own  mode- 
ration, fortitude,  and  generous  inclinations,  was 
now  changed  into  defpair  ;  and  the  view  of  his 
own  heart,  at  enmity  with  the  gods,  became  a 
punifhment  to  him.  He  fees  himfelf,  and  can- 
not avoid  it ;  he  fees  the  futility  ef  the  judg- 
ments of  men,  whofe  applaufe  and  admirations 
he  aimed  at  in  all  his  actions,  A  total  revolu- 
tion lakes  place  within  him,  as  S  his  heart  was 
turned  upiide  down:  he  finds  himfelf  no  longer 
the  fame  perfon  ;  and  his  thoughts  can  no  longer 
yield  him  any  confolation.  His  confcience, 
whofe  testimony  was  before  fd  foothing  and 
agreeable,  now  rifes  up  again!:  him,  and  bitterly 
reproaches  him  with  the  falfity  and  futility  of  all 
nis  virtues,  which  had  not  "the  honour  of  the 
gods  for  their  motive  and  end.  He  is  quite  con- 
founded, diffracted,  and  overwhelmed  with  fhame, 
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remorfe,  and  defpair.  He  was  not  tormented  by 
the  Furies,  becaufe  they  thought  it  enough  to 
have  delivered  him  over  to  himfelf,  and  to  let 
his  own  heart  take  vengeance  on  him,  for  his 
contempt  of  the  Gods,  Though  he  cannot 
withdraw  from  his  own  confcience,  yet,  to  hide 
himfelf  from  the  reft  of  the  dead,  he  feeks  the 
moft  gloomy  places  ;  he  feeks  darknefs,  but 
cannot  find  it  :  an  odious  intruding  light  pur- 
fues  him  every  where  ;  the  piercing  rays  of  truth 
pervades  his  moft  fecret  haunts,  to  punifh  him 
-for  neglecting  it  when  on  earth.  Whatever  he 
loved  then,  is  now  become  hateful  to  him,  as 
being  the  occafion  ©f  his  fufferings,  which  will 
never  end.  He  often  fays  to  himfelf:  "  O 
fool  !  it  appears  then,  that  thou  neither  knevv- 
eft  the  gods,  nor  mankind,  nor  thyfelf !  No,  I 
knew  nothing,  fince  I  never  loved  the  only  true 
good  j  fo  that  every  ftep  I  took,  I  departed  fo  far 
from  the  true  way:  my  wifdom  was  but  folly  5 
my  virtue,  but  a  blind  impious  pride  :  in  fine, 
I  was  the  dupe  of  my  own  vanity." 

Laftly,  Telemachus  perceived  the  kings  who 
were  condemned  for  having  abufed  their  power* 
On  one  hand,  an  avenging  Fury  prefentcd  to  them 
a  mirrour,  that  reflected  their  vices  in  all  their 
deformity.  There,  in  fpite  of  themfelvcs,  they 
beheld  their  exceffive  vanity  that  greedily  fwal- 
lowcd  the  moft  grofs  and  fulfome  flattery  j  their 
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obduracy  towards  mankind,  whofe  fyappinefs  it 
was  their  duty  to  promote  5  their  infenfibility 
with  regard  to  virtue  5  their  dread  of  hearing  the 
truth  j  their  partiality  to  worthlefs  men  and  flat- 
terers ;  their  difllpation,  floth,  and  indolence  ; 
their  mifplaced  diftruft  j  their  pomp  and  often- 
tation  ;  their  boundlefs  magnificence,  fupported 
by  oppreflion  and  the  ruin  of  their  people  -}  and 
their  ambition  of  purchafing  a  little  glory  by  the 
blood  of  their  fubje£ts  :  in  fine,  their  cruelty  in 
feeking  every  day  new  p!eafures?  amidft  the 
tears  and  diftreiTes  of  fo  many  miferable  wretches* 
In  this  mirrour  they  eternally  beheld  themfelves> 
and  found  they  were  more  frightful  monfters 
than  the  Chimera  vanquished  by  Bellerophon; 
the  Hydra  of  Lerna,  deftroyed  by  Hercules;  or 
.even  Cerberus,  though  he  vomits  from  his 
three  wide  extended  mouths  a  black,  venomous 
-difcharge,  enough  to  poifon  the  whole  race  of 
mortals  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  At  the  fame 
time,  a  fecondFury,  on  the  other  fide,  infulting- 
ly  repeated  to  them  all  the  praifes  which  flat- 
terers had  beftowed  upon  them  during  their  lives  ; 
prefenting  aifo  another  mirrour,  in  which  they 
faw  themfel.ves  as  they  had  been  represented  by 
adulation  :  the  contrail:  of  thefe  two  mirrours 
ferved  to.punifh  their  vanity.  He  obferved,  that 
amongft  thefe  kings,  the  mod  worthlefs  were 
thefe,   who  had   received  the    moft   extravagant 
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praifes  during  their  lives,  becaufe  the  wicked  are 
more  dreaded  than  the  good,  and  are  not 
afhamed  to  expecl:  to  be  flattered  by  the  poets  and 
orators  of  their  time,  in  the  moft  abject  man- 
ner. 

They  were  heard  groaning  amidft  thefe  dif- 
mal  (hades,  where  they  could  fee  nothing  but 
what  ferved  to  infult  and  deride  them :  every 
thing  around  them  difgufts,  fhocks,  and  con- 
founds them  j  whereas*  on  earth,  they  fported 
with  the  lives  of  men,  and  pretended  that  they 
were  made  only  for  their  pleafure.  In  Tartarus 
they  are  fubjecred  to  all  the  caprices  of  certain 
Haves,  who  make  them  feel,  in  their  turn,  the 
whole  weight  of  fcrvitude  j  and  though  to  be 
flaves  is  extremely  grievous  and  mortifying  to 
them,  yet  have  they  not  the  leaft  glimpfe  of 
hope  that  they  fhall  ever  be  able  to  make  their 
condition  more  fupportable.  Under  the  ftripes 
of  thefe  flaves,  now  become  the  moft  mercilefs 
tyrants,  they  groan  like  the  anvil  under  the 
ftrokes  of  the  hammers  of  the  Cyclops,  when 
Vulcan  urges  them  to  work  in  the  flaming  fur- 
naces of  mount  iEtna.  There  Telerpachus 
perceived  pale,  hideous,  melancholy  vifages  ; 
melancholy  occafioned  by  the  cruel  remorfe  that 
preys  upon  the  criminals  who  abhor  themfelves, 
and  can  no  more  difpel  that  horror  than  they  can 
diveft  themfelves   of   their  very  nature.     There 

is 
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is  no  need  of  any  other  punifhment  of  their  mif- 
deeds,  than  the  mifdeeds  themfelves,  which  they 
fee  inceflantly  in  all  their  enormity,  and  which 
prefent  themfelves  to  them,  and  purfue  them  like 
hideous    fpedlres.     To   fecure    themfelves    from 
them,  they  wifh  for  a  death  fKll  more  powerful, 
than  that   which    feparated  them  from  their  bo- 
dies, and,  in  their  defpair,  implore  the  afliilance 
of  fuch  a    death,  as    would  extinguish    in  them 
every   thought  and   perception.       They    call    to 
the  abyfs  to  fwallow  them  up,    and  deliver  them 
from  the  avenging  light  of  truth,  that  ilill  pur- 
fues  them  ;  but  they  are  doomed  to  a  flow  ven- 
geance, that  diftils  upon  them  drop  by  drop,  and 
will    never    be    exhaufted.      The   truth,  which 
they  were  afraid    to    fee,    is    now    become  their 
executioner  :    they  fee  it,  and  it  alone,  riling  up 
againft  them  ;    and  the  Tight  of    it  enrages,  dif- 
tracls,    and    confounds   them.     Like    lightning, 
without    deflroying  any  thing  outwardly,  it  pe- 
netrates   to    the  inmoft  bowels.     As  metal  in  a 
flaming  furnace,   the  foul  is,    as  it  were,  melted 
by  that  avenging  fire;  which,  though  it  defhoys 
the  confidence,  yet  confumes  not  the  fubfbnce  ; 
and  though  the  very  firft  principles  of  life  are  dif- 
foLved,    yet    death    does    not  enfue.      They  are, 
as  it  were,  torn  from  themfelves,   and   they  can 
find  neither  confolation  nor  repofe  for   a    fingle 
inflant,    feeming  to  live  only  as  actuated  by  the 
Vol.  II.  K  rage 
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rage  with  which  they  are  tranfported  againfl 
themfelves,  and  by  the  extinction  of  hope  which 
drives  them  to  defpair.  Among  the  objects  which 
made  his  hair  ftand  on  end,  Telemachus  per- 
ceived divers  ancient  kings  of  Lydia,  who,  in- 
stead of  labouring  for  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of 
their  people,  which  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of 
fovereigns,  gave  themfelves  up  to  the  pleafures 
of  a  foft  effeminate  life.  Thefe  monarchs  were 
continually  reproaching  each  other  with  their 
blindnefs,  One  of  them  faid  to  another,  who 
had  been  his  fon:  "  Did  not  I  often  charge  you 
in  my  old  age,  and  upon  my  death-bed,  to  re- 
pair the  evils  that  my  negligence  had  occafion- 
td  ?"  "  Ah,  wretched  father,"  replied  the  fon, 
c'  it  is  you  who  have  ruined  me  $  it  was  your 
example  that  taught  me  pride,  orientation,  vo- 
luptuoufnefs,  and  inhumanity.  By  feeing  you, 
when  king,  indulge  fuch  effeminacy,  and  have 
fo  many  flatterers  about  you,  I  came  by  degrees 
to  love  pleafure  and  adulation.  I  thought  other 
men  were,  in  refpect  of  kings,  what  hearts  of 
burden  are  in  refpect  of  men  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
animals,  of  which  no  account  is  made,  but  fo 
far  as  they  contribute  to  their  advantage  or  con- 
venience. This  1  believed,  and  that  was  ow- 
ing to  yeu  ;  and  now  I  am  doomed  to  fuch  pains 
for  having  followed  your  example."  To  thefe 
reproaches  they  added  the  mod:  dreadful  impre- 
cations, 
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cations,   and  fL-emed   ready,    from   the  exccfs  of 
their  rage,  to  tear  one  another  in  pieces.    About 
kings    too    were    feen    flitting,     like    owls     in 
the  night,  cruel  jealoufies,  vain  alarms,  and  dif- 
trufts,  which  give  the    people  their  revenge   for 
the    hard-heartednefs    of    fheir  kings,    infatiable 
avarice,   falfe  glory,   which  is  always  accompa- 
nied with  tyranny,    and   unmanly    flotb,    which 
doubles  every  evil  that  befals  us,    and  can   yield 
no  folid  pleafure.     Of  thefe    kings    too,    divers 
were    punifhed,    not   for  the  ill  they  had  done, 
but  for  neglecting  to  do    the  good   they    might 
have  done.     All    the  crimes  that  are  occafioncd 
by  a  remiflhefs  in  executing   the  law,    and   fuf- 
fering    it    to  be   violated    with    impunity,    were 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  kings,   whofe  du- 
ty it    is    to  caufe  them  to  be  obferved  and  exe- 
cuted.    To  them  too  were  imputed  all  the  dis- 
orders  that  arife  from    pomp    and    luxury,    and 
other  excefles,  which  tempt  men  to  commit  ads 
of  violence,  and  break  the  laws,    in  order  to  ac- 
quire wealth.     Eut    thofe    kings    in    particular 
were  puniflied  with  rigour,  who,   initead  of  act- 
ing the  part  of  good  and    watchful  fhspherds  to 
their    flocks,    thought    of  nothing  but   fleecing 
them,  like  ravenous  wolves.     But  what  amazed 
Telemachus  moil,   was  to   fee  in    this  abyfs  of 
darknefs  and  mifery,  a  great  number    of  kings, 
who,  though  they  were  accounted  tolerably  good, 
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when  on  earth,  had  been  condemned  to  the 
pains  of  Tartarus,  for  having  fufrered  themfelves 
to  be  governed  by  artful  wicked  men.  Thefc 
were  punifhed  for  all  the  enormities  that  had 
been  committed  under  the  fanclion  of  their  au- 
thority. The  greater  part  of  thefe  kings  had 
been  neither  good  nor  bad,  fuch  was  their  weak- 
nefs  or  imbecility.  They  never  had  been  afraid 
of  not  knowing  the  truth  ;  never  had  difcovered 
any  relifh  for  virtue,  nor  taken  the  leaft  plea- 
fure  in  doing  good. 


THE   END   OF  THE   EIGHTEENTH   BOOK. 


THE 


THE 

ADVENTURES 

O  F 

TELEMACHUS, 


BOOK     XIX. 

THE     ARGUMENT. 

Tekmachus  enters  the  Elyfian  fields,  tvhere  he  is 
known  by  Arcefms  his  grandfather,  who  afjures 
him  that  his  father  Uiyjfes  is  Jiill  alive  ;  that  he 
will  fee  him  again  in  Ithaca,  and  reign  there 
after  him,  Arcefms  gives  him  an  account  of 
the  happinefs  which  the  fouls  of  the  juft  cnjcy, 
efpecially  of  good  kings,  who,  during  their  lives, 
have  ferved  the  gods,  and  Jludied  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  their  people.  He  lets  him  know  that 
the  heroes,  who  excelled  only  in  the  art  of  ivar, 
are  feparated  from  the  others,  and  lefs  happy. 
He  then  takes  fome  pains  to  inJiruSi  Telemachus, 
who  immediately  after  fets  out,  and  makes  the 
beji  cf  his  way  for  the  camp  of  the  allies, 

H  E  N    Telemachus    quitted    thefe    dif- 
mal  places,    he  found  himfelf  eafed  and 
difencumbered  5  as  if  a  mountain  had  been  taken 
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off  his  fhoulders.     From    which   fenfation,    he 
perceived    how   wretched    was    the    lot  of  thofe 
who  were  confined  to   them,    without   hope    of 
ever  getting    away  ;    and  it  greatly  affected    him 
to  fee,  how  much    more    ligorouily   kings    were 
punilhed,  than  other  bad  men.     "  What  !"  faid 
he,    "  fo  many  duties,  dangers,  and  fnares  ;    fo 
many  difficulties  to  furmount,    to   come    at  the 
truth,    and   to  guard  again  ft  others,    as  well    as 
one's    own  (elf  !    arid  laftly,  fuch  horrible  woes 
after  death    in    the  regions  below,    after  having 
been  fo  envied,  harraffed,  and  plagued  in  a  fhort 
life  1    O  the  madnefs,    to  defire  to   be  a   king  ! 
happy  he  who    is    fatisficd  with    a  quiet  private 
life,  in  which  the  practice  of  virtue  is  lefs  dif- 
ficult !"   thefe  reflections   filled  him  with  inter- 
nal difquiet.      He  fhuddered  with  fear  and  con- 
sternation,  by  which   he   felt   fomething  of  the 
defpair  of    thofe    unhappy    ghofts    .he    had  juft 
quitted  :    but,    in  proportion    as  he  moved  far- 
ther off  from  that  melancholy  abode  of  darknefs, 
horror,  and  defpair,  his  fpirits    began    gradually 
to  revive  :    he  breathed  more  freely,    and  had  a 
diftant  glimpfe  of  that  pure,   delicious  light  that 
(bines  in  the  retreat  of  heroes.       There  was  the 
habitation  of  all  thofe  good  kings  who   had    till 
then    ruled    over    mankind,    feparated    from  the 
reft  of  the  righteous.     As    in  Tartarus,    wicked 
princes  were  doomed  to  a  punifhment  infinitely 

more 
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more  rigorous  than  that  of  other   bad   men   in 
private  life  ;    fo  on  the  other  hand,    good  kings 
enjoyed  in  the  Elyfian  fields  a  happinefs  infinitely 
fuperior  to  that    of    other  good  men.     Telema- 
chus  now  advancing  towards  thefe  kings,    found 
them  repofing    in    fragrant  bowers,   on    beds    ot 
turf,    adorned  with    ever-fpringing  flowers,    and 
never  fading  verdure.  '    A    thoufand  pure  tranf- 
parent  (Ireamlets  watered    thefe  charming  meads, 
producing  a  delicious  coolneis  ;    among  which  a 
thoufand   little  rivulets  played,   while  an  infinite 
number  or"  birds  warbled  their  fweet  notes  in  the 
proves,       All    at    once   were   fecn-  together  the 
flowers    of   fpring  frefh    blowing    beneath    each 
foot  that  prefTed  the  plain-,    and  the  moft  delici- 
ous fruits  of  autumn    hanging    from    the   trees. 
There  was  never  felt  the  heat  of  the  Dog-flar, 
nor  durft.  the  ruthlefs  North   prefume   to    blow 
difperfing    Winter's    rigours.      Neither    blood- 
thirfty  War,    nor    rancorous    Envy,    that   bites 
with  venomed  tooth,  her    bread    and    arms    en- 
twined with  vipers  ;   nor  Jealoufies,  Diftruft,  or 
Fear,  or  Vain  Defire,  did  ever  approach  that  bleft 
abode    of  peace.      There   day    never  ends,  and 
nio-ht,   with    its    fable    winps,  is  altogether   un- 
known  :    a  pure  delightful    ftream  of  light    dif- 
fufes  itfelf  round  the  bodies    of  thefe  juft   men, 
and  encompafTes  them   with  its  rays,   as  with    a 
garment.      It    is    not   like   that    gloomy   gleam 
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which  enlightens  the  eyes  of  wretched  mortals, 
and  is,  indeed,  nought  elfe  but  darknefs  vifiblc. 
It  is  rather  a  celeftial  glory,  than  what  we  call 
light,  penetrating  with  more  fubtlety  the  denfefl: 
bodies^  than  the  rays  of  the  fun  pervade  the  pur- 
eft  cryftal  ;  never  dazzling,  but  on  the  con- 
trary ftrengthening  the  eyes,  and  diffufing  a  fe- 
renity  into  the  inmofc  receflfes  of  the  foul.  By 
this  alone,  the  biefTed  are  nourished.  It  enters 
in  their  frame,  and  iflues  from  them  ;  pene- 
trating and  incorporating  with  them,  as  our 
food  incorporates  with  the  living  body.  They 
fee  it,  they  feel  it,  they  breathe  it,  and  it  is  to 
them  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  peace  and  joy. 
In  this  abyfs  of  pleafure  are  they  immerfed  as 
fifties  in  the  fea  j  they  defire  nothing  further  ; 
and,  without  having  any  thing,  enjoy  every 
thing  :  the  fweets  of  the  pure  light  gratifying 
every  wifh  of  their  hearts.  All  their  defires  are 
fatisfied  ;  and  thus  they  have  no  longings  or 
cravings  ;  their  fatisfaclion  raifes  their  enjoy- 
ment infinitely  above  all  that  pleafure  which  is 
coveted  by  hungry,  half-flarvcd  mortal  man. 
All  the  delights  that  furround  them  are  counted 
by  them  as  nothing  ;  becaufe  that  complete  fe- 
licity they  derive  from  within,  leaves  them  no 
wifh  for  any  of  thofe  delights,  being  as  the  gods, 
who,  filled  with  noelar  and  ambrofia,  would 
not   deign   to  tafte   any   of  thofe  grofs    viands, 

that 
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that  are  accounted  the  moft  exquifite  by  mortals. 
Every  woe  is  far  removed  from  thefe  peaceful 
manfions.  Neither  death,  difeafe,  poverty,  grief, 
affliction,  remorfe,  fear,  nor  even  hope  which 
is  often  the  occafion  of  as  much  uneafmefs  as 
fear,  nor  difcord,  difguft,  or  chagrin,  can  have 
any  admittance  there.  Sooner  might  the  lofty- 
mountains  of  Thrace,  whofe  tops  covered  with 
ice  and  fnow  from  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
are  hid  m  the  clouds,  while  their  foundations 
extend  to  the  centre  of  the  earth,  be  overturn- 
ed, than  the  hearts  of  thefe  juft  men  be  in  the 
leafl  ruffled.  Only  they  feel  a  pity  for*  the  mi- 
fery  with  which  men  on  earth  are  overwhelmed,. 
but  it  is  a  calm  gentle  pity,  that  does  not  in 
the  leaft  abate  their  unalterable  felicity.  An 
eternal  youth,  an  endlefs  happinefr,  and  a  glory 
altogether  divine,  are  difplayed  on  their  coun- 
tenances :  but  there  is  nothing  indecent  or  ex- 
travagant in  their  joy.  It  is  a  calm,  noble, 
godlike  joy.  They  are  tranfported  with  a  fub- 
lime  relifh  of  truth  and  virtue  :  and  they  are* 
every  moment  in  the  fame  extacy  of  joy  that  a 
mother  feels  when  fhe  is  bleiTed  aga'rn  with  the 
fight  of  a  dear  ion,  whom  flie  believed  to  be 
dead  :  the  mother's  tranfport  is  loon  at  an  end, 
but  theirs  never.  It  is  never  fufpended  or 
abated  for  a  fingle  moment,  but  is  always  t'^e 
fame.      They  feel  the  delights   of  intc-xicati 
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without    it's    blindfold     rage    and    deftruclion. 
They  converfe    together  on  what  they    fee    and 
what  they  feelj    expreffing   the  utmofr.  contempt 
for,   and  deploring  the  effeminate  employments, 
and  trifling  grandeur  of  their  former  ftate.  They 
review  with  pleafure  thofe  few  melancholy  years 
in    which    they    were    obliged    to    combat  with 
themfelves,    and  with  a  torrent  of  vice  and  cor- 
ruption,   to    maintain    their    integrity  ;    and  ad- 
mire the  goodnefs  of  the   gods,    who    led  them 
as  it  were  by  the  hand    to  virtue,  amidft  fo  ma- 
ny dangers.     Something    divine,   which   cannot 
be   exprerTed,     flows    perpetually    through    their 
hearts,    like  a  rivulet    of  the  divine  nature  itfelf 
united  to  theirs,  and   they  fee  and  feel  that  they 
are  happy,  and  always   fhall    be   fo.     They  fing 
the  praifes  of  the  gods,    with    one   voice,   heart,, 
and  fentirnent  ;.   and    the    lame    happinefs    ebbs 
and  flows  as  it  were  alike,  in  their  united  hearts. 
In  this  divine  extacy,   ages  pafs    away  more  ra- 
pidly,   than    hours    among    men,    and  yet    after 
millions  and  millions  of  age?,    their  happinefs  is 
frill    entire  and  undiminiflied.     They    reign    all 
together,  nw  on  thrones,  that  may  be  overturn—- 
ed  by  human  power,    but  by  virtue  of  an  inter- 
nal,   permanent,     and    immutable    energy  j    for 
they  have  now  no  occafion  to  render  themfelves 
formidable  by  a   power   derived    from   wretched 
portals  5   nor  do  they  now  wear  thofe  infignifi- 
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cant  diadems,  amidft  the  luftre  of  which  Co  ma- 
ny fears  and  carking  cares  (till  lie  concealed. 
The  gods  themfelves  have,  with  their  own 
hands,  provided  for  them  crowns  that  never 
fade. 

Telemachus,  who  was  in  queft  of  his  father*, 
and  expeded  to  have  found  him  in  thefe  delight- 
ful retreats,  was  feized  with  fuch  a  longing  af- 
ter this  peace  and  felicity,  that  he  wifhed  to 
have  found  him,  ana  was  grieved  to  find  himfelf 
under  the  neceiTity  of  returning  to  the  fociety 
of  men.  "  Here  it  is,"  faid  he,  "  where  men 
may  in  truth  be  faid  to  live  !  on  earth  life  is 
but  a  kind  of  death."  But  what  furprifed  him, 
was  to  find  fo  many  kings  fuffering  punifhment 
in  Tartarus,  and  to  fee  (o  few 'in  the  Elyfiati 
fields.  Hence  he  perceived,  that  there  are  but 
few  of  them,  who  have  fortitude  and  refolutioa- 
enough  to  guard  againft  the  intoxication  ofpow- 
er,  and  the  flattery  of  fo  many  fycophants,. 
continually  endeavouring  to  excite  their  pafiions.. 
Thus  are  good  kings  very  rare,  and  the  gene- 
rality of  monarchs  fo  bad,  that  the  gods  would 
be  unjuft,  if,  after  fuffering  them  to  abufe  their 
power  on  earth,  they  did  not  call  them  to  an  ac- 
count for  it  after  death.  Telemachus  not  find- 
ing  his  father  among  all  thefe  kings,  hoped  at 
leaft  to  fee  the  divine  Laertes  his  grandfather,, 
and  therefore  began  to  look  for  him*.    While  he 
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was  thus  employed,  though  without    fuccefs,    a 
venerable  old  man,  with  a  majeftic  air,  advanc- 
ed.    He    did  not   refemble   old    men    on   earth, 
finking  under    the  weight  of  years,    and  bent  to 
the  ground.     It  appeared  only  that  he  had  been 
old    at  his  death  ;   for,    with    the   gravity  of  old 
age,    were  blended  all  the  graces  of  youth  ;    for 
even  in  the  mod  decrepid    old    men,    the  graces 
all  revive  the  moment    they  are  introduced  into 
the  EJyfian  fields.     This  man  advanced  towards 
Telernachus  with  eager  fteps,  and  furveyed  him 
with    looks    of   complacency,    as    a    perfon  that 
was  very    dear    to    him  ;    but   Telernachus   not 
knowing  who  he  was,    feemed  troubled  and  dif- 
concerted  at  his  approach.     M  I  am    not   at    all 
furprifed,     my    dear    fon,"     faid    the   old    man, 
ct  that  thou  do  ft  not  know  me,      I  am  Arcefius, 
the    father  of  Laertes.     I  ended  my  days  a  little 
before  my  grandion  UlyfTes  fet  out  for  the  fiege 
of  Troy,    when  thou  waft   a  little  infant  in  the 
arms  of  thy  nurfe.      1  even  then  conceived  great 
hopes  of  thee,  and  find  I  was  not  miftaken,  fince 
I  fee  thou  art  come  down  to  the  realm  of  Pluto, 
in  queft  of  thy  father  j    and  that  the  gods    pro* 
till  and  fupport    thee  in  the  attempt.       O  hap- 
py youth  !    beloved  by  the  gods  ;    who  have   in 
refer ve  for  thee  a  glory  equal   to  that  of  thy   fa- 
ther !    happy  am  I  to  fee  thee  again  !    look  not. 
any  more  for   UlyfTes   in  this   place,    for    he  is 
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alive  ;  for  him- it  is  referved  to  raife  our  family 
to  its  former  fplendor  in  the  ifle  of  Ithaca.  Even 
Laertes  ftill  enjoys  the  light,  though  bending 
under  the  weight  of  years,  and  hopes  that  his 
fon  will  return  in  time  to  clofe  his  eyes.  Thus 
mortals  pafs  away  like  the  flowers  which  blow 
in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  are  faded, 
and  trodden  underfoot.  The  generations  of  men 
glide  away  like  a  rapid  river  5  nothing  can  ftop 
the  current  of  time,  which  fweeps  away  with  it 
what  appears  molt  permanent  and  durable. 
Thou  thyfelf,  my  fon,  my  dear  fon  !  who  at 
prefent  enjoyeil  all  the  vigour  and  pleafures  of 
youth,  remember  that  delightful  period  of  life 
is  but  a  flower,  which  will  wither  almoPc  as  foort 
as  it  is  blown.  Thou  wilt  find  thyfelf  alter 
infenfibly,  and  the  fmiling  graces,  and  enchant- 
ing delights  that  now  attend  thy  fteps,  will  va- 
nish like  an  agreeable  dream  ;  nothing  oi.:  them 
remaining  but  the  fad  remembrance.  Morofe, 
feeble  old  age  will  ileal  upon  thee  by  degrees, 
plough  thy  forehead  with  wrinkles,  bend  thy 
body,  weaken  thy  limbs,  dry  up  the  fource  of 
joy  within  thy  heart,  put  thee  out  of  humour 
with  the  prefent,  and  in  fear  of  the  future,  ren- 
dering thee  infenfible  to  every  thing  but  pain 
and  uneafinefs.  That  time  feems  to  thee  juit 
now  at  a  great  diftance.  Alas  !  my  (dr.)  thou 
art  miltaken  ;.  it  advances  faft,    and    is  juft  at 
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hand.  What  comes  with  fuch  rapidity,  cart- 
not  be  far  off;  whereas  the  prefent  is  already 
gone,  and  far  away,  fince  it  is  loft  while  we 
are  yet  fpeaking,  and  will  never  return.  Do 
not  then,  my  fon,  make  much  account  of  the 
prefent,  but  fupport  thyfelf  in  the  fteep  rugged 
path  of  virtue,  by  looking  into  futurity,  and 
by  purity  of  manners,  and  the  love  ofjuftice, 
fecure  thyfelf  a  place  in  the  happy  manfions  of 
peace.  Thou  wilt  foon  fee  thy  father  return  to 
Ithaca,  and  refume  his  authority  ;  on  which  it 
is  ordained,  that  thou  fhalt  fucceed  him.  But 
alas  !  my  fon,  what  a  deceitful  thing  is  a  crown  ! 
when  one  views  it  at  a  diftance,  it  prefents 
nothing  to  the  eye  but  fplendor,  pomp,  and 
pleafure  :  but  when  one  examines  it  more  clofely, 
it  h  found  all  befet  with  thorns.  A  private 
perfon  may,  without  dishonour,  lead  an  eafy, 
obfeure  life  :  but  a  king  cannot,  without  dif- 
honour, prefer  an  idle  indolent  life,  to  the  toils 
of  government.  He  is  bound  to  provide  for  the 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  every  fubjeel:  he  has,, 
and  his  whole  time  and  attention  is  due  to  the 
public.  His  fmalleft  overfights  are  often -ex- 
tremely fatal  ;  entailing  mifery  on  his  people, 
and  ihat  forrctimes  for  feveral  ages.  It  is  his 
duty  to  reprefs  the  audacioufnefs  of  wicked  men, 
to  fupport  and  defend  the  innocent,  and  to  de- 
tect and  difeourage  calumny.      It  is  not  enough 
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for  him  to  do  no  ill,   he   mult,   alfo  do    all  the 
good  he  can  for  his  people.     It    is   not   enough 
that  he  does  nothing  but  what  is  right  himfelf, 
he  muft    alfo  prevent  the    ill   that   others  would 
do9    if  they    were    not    kept  in    awe.       Dread 
then,  my  fqn,   dread  the  many  dangers  incident 
to   that    ftation,    and  arm  thyfelf   with    courage 
againft  thy  own  heart,  againft  thy  own  paftions, 
as  well  as  the  fycophants  to  whom   thou  wilt  be 
expofed."       In   pronouncing  thefe    word?,    Ar- 
cefius  appeared    to    be  animated   with    a    divine 
fpirit,  and  difplayed  in  his  countenance    a    deep 
fenfe  of  the  many  dangers  and  diiHculties    kings 
have  to  encounter,    in    the    arduous   tafk  of  gp^ 
vernment.      'c  When  a  king/'  faid  he,  "  thinks 
of  nothing  but  gratifying  his  o*vn  humours   and 
paffions,    he    is    a    monfter    and    a  tyrant  ;    but 
when    he    frudies    to    do  his  duty,    and  watches 
over  his  numerous    fubjecb,    as  a   father  directs 
his    children,   his   labour    is    immenfe,    and    re- 
quires an  extraordinary   degree    of   courage   and 
patience.     And,     therefore,    it  is    certain,    that 
thofe  kings    who   have  acquitted    themfelves    to 
the  bell  of  their  ability,  enjoy  here  whatever  the 
power  of  the  gods  can  beflow,    to    render    their 
happinefs    complete."        While.  Arcehus    fpoke 
thus,   his  words    made    a    dc:ep    impreflion,    and 
were  engraved  on    the  heart  of  Telemachus,    as 
figures  engraved  on  brafs  by  the  hand  of  an  in- 
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genious  artifl,    in  order  to  be  tranfmitted    to  af- 
ter ages.      They    penetrated   like   a  fubtle  flame 
into  the  bofom  of  the  youth  :    his.  heart  glowed 
with  tranfport.     Something  divine,    that  cannot 
be  defcribed,   feemed,    as   it  were,   to    melt    his 
very  foul.     He  was  fecretly  confu  tried  by  fome- 
thing  in  the  mod  inmoft  recefles  of  his    breafr, 
and  the  impreffion  was  fo  ftrong,   that  he  could 
neither  refift,  moderate,    nor  fupport  it.     It  was 
a  very  lively,  agreeable  fenfation,  but  blended  at 
the  fame   time    with    fomething   fo   painful    and 
uneafy,    as  to    be  almoft  inconfiftont    with  life.. 
But  Telemachus  foon    began    to    breathe   more 
freely,  and  to  find  a  great  refemblance  in  coun- 
tenance between  Arcefius  and  Laertes  ;    he  even 
fancied  he  recollected  confufedly,    that    the   fea- 
tures of  his  father  UlyfTes,  when  he  departed  for 
the  Trojan  war,    refembled   thofe   he   now   be- 
held.      This  recollection  melted  his  heart,    and' 
tears  of  joy  trickled  down  his  cheeks.    He  would 
fain  have  embraced  a  perfon  fo  dear  to  him,  and 
often  made    an    effort    for   that  purpofe,  but  in. 
vain.      The  phantom  ftill  eluded  his  embraces, 
as  a  deceitful  dream  vanifhes  from  the  man  who 
fondly  thinks  himfelf  in    poiTtflion    of   what  he 
loves.     Sometimes  with  eager  thirft  he  purfues  a 
fugitive  ftream  ;   fometimes  his  lips  are   in   mo- 
tion to  form  words,    which  his  benumbed  tongue 
refufes  to   pronounce  ;    and    he   eagerly   endea- 
vours 
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vours  to  catch  at  fomething  with  his    hands  in 
vain.     Thus  was  Telemachus  unable  to  gratify 
his  tendernefs  ;   and   though    he    faw    Arcefius, 
heard  him,   and  fpoke  to  him,  yet  could  not  he 
touch  his  fhadowy  form.     At  length  he  defired 
to  know,    who  thofe   perfonages    were   that  ap- 
peared about  him  in  the  Elyfian  fields.     "  Thou 
feeft,    my  fon,  (replied  the  fage)    the  men  who, 
when  alive,    were    the    ornament   and    glory  of 
their  age,    and    proved    a   blefiing  to   mankind. 
Thou  ieeft  thefe   few    kings,    that    deferved    to 
be  fuch,  and  performed  with  fidelity  their  duty, 
as  gods  on  earth.     Thefe  others,  who  refide  pret- 
ty   near  them,    parted   only   by    a    fmall   cloud, 
po fiefs  a  glory  much  more  circumfcribed.    They 
are  indeed  heroes,   but  the  recompence  of  their 
valour,    and  military    expeditions,    is    far   fhort 
of    that    of    wife,  juft,    and     beneficent    kings. 
Amon»  thefe  heroes   behold   Thefeus,    in  whofe 
countenance  there  appears    a    little  melancholy. 
He  hath  felt  the  ill  effech   of  his    credulity   to 
an  artful   woman,    and   is   dill  grieved,    that  he 
fhould  have  fo  cruelly  and  unjuftly  afked  of  Nep- 
tune the  death  of  his  fon  Hippolytus.      Happy, 
had   he    not    been    fo    paffionare    and  irritable  ! 
See  there  alfo    Achilles,   leaning    on   his  lance, 
by  reafon  of  the  wound   he  received  in  the  heel 
from  the  effeminate  Paris,   which  coft  him    his 
life.      Had  he  been  as  wife,  juft,  and  moderate, 
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as  he  was  intrepid,  the  gods  would  have  grant- 
ed him  a  long  reign  ;    but  they  took  pity  of  the 
Phtbiots  and  Dolopians,    whofe  king  he  would 
have  been    after    Peleus,   had    he  lived.      They 
were  not  willing  to    fubjeet  fuch    a   number  of 
people  to  a  haPcy,    hot-headed    man,    more    eafy 
to  be  put  into  a  rage,  than  the  moil  fformy  fea. 
The  Fates  therefore  cut  fhort  the  thread  of  his 
days,    i'o  that  he  was  like   a  flower  half-  blown, 
which  is  cut  down  by  the  plough- (hare,    before 
the  clofe  of   the    day    in    which    it   fprung   up. 
The  gods  refolved  to  make  no  other  ule  of  him, 
than  of  torrents  and  tempefls,   namely  to  punifti 
men  for    their  crimes,    employing    hirn   to  level 
the  walls  of  Troy,  in  order  to  revenge  the  per- 
jury of  Laomedon,  and  the  difhonourable  amours 
of  Paris.       Having  thus  avenged  themfelves  by 
his    means,     they    were    pacified,    and    refufed, 
though  Thetis  importuned  them  with  tears,    to 
let  the  young  hero    be  any   longer    upon   earth, 
as  he  would  only  have    difturbed    the   peace   of 
mankind,    and   laid  wafte  cities  and  kingdoms. 
Seeff.  thou  that  other  hero  with  a  fierce  counten- 
ance ?       It  is  Ajax,    the  fon   of  Telamon,    and 
coufin  of  Achilles.     Of  his  valour  and  military 
glory,     thou    certainly   canft    not   be  ignorant. 
After  the  death  of  Achilles,    he  alledged  that  he 
had    a    better  right    to    his    armour,   than    any 
other  :     but   thy    father    would    not    allow   his 
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claim,  and  the  Greeks  decided  in  his  favour. 
Ajax  having  killed  himfelf  in  defpair,  fury  and 
indignation  are  Hill  painted  on  his  face.  Do 
not  approach  him,  my  foil,  for  he  would  think 
you  were  going  to  infult  his  misfortune,  when 
he  has  a  jufl  claim  to  your  pity.  Do  not  you 
perceive,  that  the  fight  of  us  is  uneafy  to  him, 
and  that  he  retires  in  hade  to  that  gloomy  grove, 
becaufe  we  are  hateful  to  his  view  ?  On  the 
other  fide  thou  fee  ft  Heclor,  who  would  have 
been  invincible,  had  not  the  fan  of  Thetis  been 
his  cotemporary.  But  there  goes  Agamemnon^ 
who  yet  bears  the  marks  of  Clytemneftra's  per- 
fidy. O  my  fon  !  I  fhudder,  when  I  think  of 
the  misfortunes  of  the  family  of  the  impious 
Tantalus,  the  difcord  between  the  two  brothers, 
Atreus  and  Thyeftes,  plunged  that  family  in 
bloodfhed  and  ruin.  Alas  !  how  many  more 
does  one  crime  draw  after  it  !  Agamemnon  had 
no  time,  after  he  returned  at  the  head  of  the 
Greeks  from  the  fiege  of  Troy,  to  enjoy  in 
peace  the  glory  he  had  acquired;  and  fuch  is 
the  fate  of  mofr.  conquerors.  All  thefe  kings, 
that  thou  feefr,  were  great  "warriors,  but  their 
characters  were  far  from  being  amiable  or  vir- 
tuous. Accordingly  they  have  only  the  fecond 
place  in  the  Elyfian  fields.  As  for  thefe  others, 
they  fwayed  the  fceptre  with  juftice,  loved  their 
people,   and  were  beloved  by  the  gods  :  whereas 
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Achilles  and  Agamemnon,  who  were  always 
quarrelling  and  righting,  ftill  retain  their  un- 
eafineiTes  and  natural  deLts,  in  vain  regretting 
the  lofs  of  life,  and  lamenting,  that  they  are 
now  but  vain  impotent  fnades.  But  thefe  juft 
kings,  purified  by  the  divine  light,  that  nou- 
rifhes  them,  have  nothing  farther  to  wifh  for,  to 
complete  their  happinefs,  regarding  with  com- 
panion the  cares  and  uneafinefTes  of  mortals,  and 
looking  upon  the  mod  important  aiTairs,  that 
engrofs  and  difquiet  the  minds  of  ambitious 
men,  but  as  the  amufements  of  children  :  as 
their  own  hearts  are  fatisfied  to  the  full,  with, 
the  truth  and  the  virtue  they  draw  at  the  foun- 
tain-head. They  can  fufter  no  more,  either 
from  others  or  themfelves  :  they  have  no  longer 
any  wants,  defires,  or  fears  ;  all  is  over  with 
them,  except  their  joy,  which  can  never  end. 
Obferve,  myfon,  that  ancient  monarch  Inachus, 
who  founded  the  kingdom  of  Argos.  How 
mild  and  majeftic  is  his  air  !  while  the  flowers 
fcarce  feel  his  tread,  his  fleet  light  motion  re- 
fembling  the  flight  of  a  bird.  In  his  hand  he 
holds  an  ivory  harp,  and  in  an  endlefs  tranfport 
chaunts  the  wonders  of  the  gods.  From  his 
heart  and  mouths  ilTues  an  exquifite  perfume, 
and  the  harmony  of  his  lyre  and  voice,  would 
ravifh  gods  and  men.  Thus  is  he  rewarded  for 
having    loved    the    people,   whom    he  afiembled 
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-within  his  new-built  walls,   and  for  whom   he 
enacted  laws.       On  the  other  fide,    among  thefe 
myrtles,   you   may  obferve    Cecrops   the   Egyp- 
tian,  who  was  the  nrfl:  king  of   Athens,   a  city 
confecrated    to    the    goddefs    of    wifdom,     and 
named  from  her.     From  Egypt,  to  which  Greece 
was  indebted  for  its  letters  and  polity,    Cecrops 
brought  good  laws,    civilized  the  barbarous   in- 
habitants  of  the  towns   of   Attica,    and    united 
them  by   the   bands   of   fociety.     He    was  juft, 
humane,     companionate.       He    left   his    people 
in  a  flourishing  condition,   but  to   his  own  fa- 
mily   only    a    competency,    and    did   not   defire 
that  his  fons  mould  reign  after  him,    becaufe  he 
thought  others  more  deferving  of  the  crown.     I 
muft  mow  you  alfo  in  that  little  valley  Erycthon, 
who  firft  introduced  the  ufe  of  filver-money,  in 
order  to  facilitate  commerce  among  the  ifies  of 
Greece*    but  he  fore  fa  w  the  inconveniences,   of 
which  the  invention  would  be  productive.     "  Be 
diligent  and  induftrious,    faid  he  to  the   people 
of  thofe  ifles,  in  multiplying  the  riches    of  na- 
ture, which  are  the  only  true  riches,   and  culti- 
vate the   lands,  that    you   may   have   plenty    of 
corn,   wine,   oil,   and  fruits.      Breed  flocks  in- 
numerable, to  nourifh  you  with  their  milk,   and 
cover  you    with  their  wool,   whereby  you    will 
fecure  yourfelves  againfl:  all  apprehenfions  of  po- 
verty.     The  more  children  you  have,  the  richer 

you 
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you  will  be,  provided  you  teach  them  to  be  in- 
duftrious  ;    for  the   earth   is    inexhauitible,    and 
its  fertility  increafes   in  proportion  as  the  inha- 
bitants increafe,    and  cultivate    it,    liberally   re- 
warding thofe  who  :ake  pains,   but  making  poor 
fcanty  returns    to    thefe    who    do  not.     Endea- 
vour then  chiefly  to  procure   thefe    true  riches, 
which  are  Sufficient  to  fatisfy  the  real   wants  of  . 
men.      As   for  filver-monev,    no  account  ought 
to  be  made  of  it,  but  in  as  far  as  it  is  neceiTary, 
either  for  carrying  on  unavoidable  wars  abroad, 
or  for  purchafing    commodities    that   are    ufeful 
and  neceflary,    but  not  to  be  found  in  your  own 
country  j    for  it    were    to   be  wimed,    that    all 
trade  in  articles  of  luxury,    vanity,  .and  effemi- 
nacy,  v/ere    laid  afide."      The    fage    Eryclhon 
alfo  often  obferved  :    "  I  am    much    afraid,    my 
dear  children,   that  I  have  made  you  a  fatal  pre- 
fent,    by   inventing    money.      I  forefee,    that  it 
will  be  an  incitement  to  avarice,  ambition,  and 
vanity  -,  that  it  will  give  rife  to  an  infinity  of  per- 
nicious arts,    directly  tending  to  introduce  effe- 
minacy,   and  a  corruption   of  manners;  that  it 
will    make    you    difrelifh  that  happy  Simplicity, 
in  which  all  the  fecurity  and   tranquility  of  life 
confifr  ;   and  laftly,    that   it  will  make  you  de- 
fpife  agriculture,   which   is    the  fupport  of  hu- 
man life,   and  the  fource  of  all  its  true  riches  : 
but  the  gods  are   my  witnefTes,   that  my  inten- 
tion 
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tion  was  good  and  upright,  in  introducing 
among  you  this  invention,  which  is  ufeful  in 
itfelf."  Afterwards,  when  Eryclhon  found  that 
money,  as  he  had  forefeen,  corrupted  the  man- 
ners of  the  people,  he  withdrew  from  grief  to 
a  favage  mountain,  where  he  lived  in  poverty 
and  folitude  to  an  extreme  old  age,  but  wrould 
never  concern  himfelf  any  more  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  cities.  Not  long  after  him, 
the  famous  Triptolemus  made  his  appearance  in 
Greece,  whom  Ceres  had  taught  the  art  of  cul- 
tivating the  lands,  and  covering  them  every  year 
with  golden  grain.  Not  but  that  men  had  corn 
before,  arid  knew  how  to  multiply  it  by  fow- 
ing  :  but  their  knowledge  of  agriculture  being 
but  fuperficial,  Triptolemus,  by  order  of  Ceres, 
came  with  the  plough  in  his  hand,  to  make  of- 
fer of  the  gifts  of  the  goddefs  to  all  thofe  who 
fhould  have  refolution  enough  to  overcome  their 
natural  (loth,  and  apply  themfelves  vigorously 
to  tillage.  In  a  fhort  time  Triptolemus  taught 
the  Greeks  how  to  plough  the  ground,  and  fer- 
tilize it  by  proper  culture,  and  foon  the  ac- 
tive indefatigable  reapers  made  all  the  yellow 
grain,  that  covered  the  fields,  fall  under  the 
ftrokes  of  their  (harp  fickles.  Even  thofe  fierce 
favages,  that  wandered  through  the  forefts  of 
Epire  and  Etolia,  in  queft  of  acorns  for  their 
food,   became  more  civilized,    and  fubmitted    to 

laws, 
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laws,   after  they  had    learned  to   raife  crops  of 
Corn,    and  to  live  on  bread.     Triptolemus   made 
the  Greeks  feel  the  pleafure  of  fupplying  all  their 
wants    by    their  own  labour,    and  of  finding  in 
their  own  field,   whatever  was  requifite  to  ren- 
der their  lives  eafy  and  happy.    The  plenty  that 
they  procured  in  fo  fimple  and  innocent  a  man- 
ner by  agriculture,   made    them    reflecl   on   the 
fage  counfel  of  Eryclhon,  and  defpife  money  and 
artificial    wealth,    which  is    only    of   imaginary 
value,   tempting   men  to    feek   dangerous  plea- 
fures,   and  diverting  them  from    labour,    which 
would  fupply  them  with  every  thing   neceflary, 
together  with  liberty  and  innocence.    They  were 
then    convinced,     that     a    fertile,     well-culti- 
vated field  is  a  real  treafure  to  every  family  that 
is  wife  enough  to  defire  only   to    live   frugally, 
as  their    forefathers    had  lived.       Happy  would 
the  Greeks  have  been,    had    they  ftedfaftly  ad- 
hered to  thefe  maxims,   fo  proper  to  render  them 
powerful,    free,    happy,  and  worthy  of  being   fo 
by  their  genuine  virtue  ;    but  alas  !    they   begin 
to  admire  falfe  riches,  by  little  and  little  to  neg- 
lect true  wealth,  and  to  fall  off  from  that  mar- 
vellous fimplicity.       O  my  fon  !  as  you  will  one 
day  be  a  king,   remember  to  make  your  fubjecls 
apply  themfelves  to  agriculture,   to  honour  that 
occupation,   to   favour    thofe  who  engage  in  it, 
and  not  to  fuffer  men   either    to   be  idle  or  to 

follow 
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follow  employs  that  fofter  luxury  and  effemi- 
nacy :  for  you  fee  that  thefe  two  men,  who  were 
fo  wife  when  on  earth,  are  here  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed  and  carefled  by  the  gods.  Their  .glory, 
you  may  obferve,  as  far  outftrips  that  of  Achil- 
les, and  other  heroes,  who  were  eminent  only  for 
their  valour,  as  a  mild  pleafant  ipring  excels  x 
cold  frofty  winter,  or  the  light  of  the  fun  exceeds 
the  moon  in  fplendor."  While  Arcefius  fpoke, 
he  obferved  that  Telemachus  kept  his  eyes  fixed 
upon  a  grove  of  laurels,  and  a  little  rivulet, 
bordered  with  violets,  rofes,  lilies,  and  other 
fvveet-fmelling  flowers,  whofe  vivid  colours  re- 
fembled  thofe  of  Iris,  when  me  defcends  from 
heaven  to  earth,  to  notify  to  fome  mortal,  the 
•will  of  the  gods.  It  was  the  great  king  Sefof- 
tris  whom  he  recognized  in  that  delightful  place. 
He  feemed  now  a  thoufand  times  more  majeflic 
-than  ever  he  had  appeared  on  the  throne  of 
Egypt.  Mild  rays  of  light  ifiued  from  his  eyes, 
v/i:h  which  thofe  of  Telemachus  were  dazzled. 
He  looked  as  if  he  was  intoxicated  with  nectar, 
into  fuch  an  extacy,  above  human  comprehen- 
fion,  had  the  divine  fpirit  rapt  him,  1  i  recom- 
pence  of  his  virtues.  Telemachus  perceiving 
him,  faid  to  Arcefius,  "  I  there  recognize,  O 
my  father  !  the  great  king  of  Egypt,  S>  fo(rri>, 
whom  I  faw  in  that  country  not  long  ago." 
Vol.  II.  L  "    Yes, 
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cc  Yes,''  replied  Arcefius,  "  that  is  he,  and  he  is 
an  example  to  (hew  you,  how  liberal  the  gods 
are  in  rewarding  good  kings  :  but  you  muft 
know,  that  all  that  felicity  is  nothing  in  com- 
panion of  what  was  intended  for  him,  if  too 
much  prosperity  had  not  made  him  forget  the 
rules  of  moderation  and  juftice.  To  humble 
the  pride  and  infolence  of  the  Tyrians,  he  be- 
fieged  and  took  their  city.  That  conqueft  in- 
fpiring  him  with  a  defire  of  more,  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  feduced  by  the  vain  ambition  of 
conquerors,  and  in  confequence  of  that  feduc- 
tion  fubdued,  or  rather  ravaged  all  Afia.  When 
he  returned  to  Egypt,  he  found  his  brother  had 
ufurped  his  throne,  and,  by  an  unjuft  admi- 
nistration, violated  the  bed  laws  of  the  king- 
dom. Thus  did  his  great  conquefts  ferve  only 
to  interrupt  the  peace  of  his  kingdom.  But 
what  was  ftill  more  inexcufable  in  him,  was  his 
fuffering  himfelf  to  be  intoxicated  by  his  glory: 
for  he  compelled  fome  of  the  moft  haughty  of 
the  vanquifhed  kings  to  draw  his  chariot.  How- 
ever, he  afterwards  became  fenfible  of  his  oiten- 
tatious  cruelty,  and  was  afhamed  of  it.  Such 
was  the  fruit  he  reaped  from  his  victories,  and 
fuch  is  the  prejudice  that  kings  do,  both  to 
themfelves  and  their  dominions,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  fubdue  thofe  of  their  neighbours.     It  was 

that 
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that  which  ftained  the  character  of  a  king, 
otherwife  fo  juft  and  beneficent,  and  deprived 
him  of  that  degree  of  glory,  which  the  gods  had 
intended  for  him.  Obferve,  my  fon,  that  other 
prince,  whofe  wound  appears  fo  bright  and 
fhining  ?  His  name  is  Dioclides.  He  was 
king  of  Caria,  and  devoted  himfelf  in  behalf  of 
his  people  in  a  battle ;  becaufe  in  a  war  be- 
tween the  Carians  and  Lycians,  the  oracle  had 
foretold,  that  the  nation,  whofe  king  fhould  be 
killed,  would  be  victorious.  Look  at  that  other  : 
he  was  a  wife  legiflator,  who  framed  laws  for 
his  people,  calculated  to  make  them  virtuous 
and  happy,  and  exacted  of  them  an  oath,  that 
they  never  would  violate  any  of  them  during  his 
abfence :  then,  in  order  to  oblige  them,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  oath,  to  adhere  for  ever  to  fiich 
good  laws,  he  went  abroad  a  voluntary  exile, 
and  died  poor  in  a  foreign  land.  That  other 
is  Eunefimus,  who  was  king  of  the  Pylians,  and 
one  of  the  anceftors  of  the  fage  Neftor.  When 
a  plague  defolated  the  country,  and  crowded 
with  frefh  ghofts  the  banks  of  Acheron,  he  prayed 
to  the  gods  to  let  him  appeafe  their  wrath  by  his 
death,  and  fave  the  lives  of  fo  manv  thoufand 
innocent  people.  The  gods  heard  him,  and 
beflowed  upon  him  here  a  true  crown,  of  which 
thofe  on   earth   are   only  the   empty   fhadows. 

L   2  That 
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That  old  man,  whom  thou  feeft  ■■  crowned  with 
flowers,  is  the  famous  Belus.  He  reigned  in 
Egypt,  and  efpoufed  Anchinoe,  the  daughter 
of  the  god  Nilus,  who  conceals  his  fource,  and 
enriches,  by  his  inundations,  the  country  through 
which  he  flows.  He  had  two  Tons,  Danaus, 
whofe  ftory  thou  knoweft,  and  Egyptus,  from 
whom  the  country  took  its  name.  He  thought 
bimfelf  richer  by  the  plenty  he  procured  his 
people,  and  the  love  they  bore  him,  than  by 
all  the  taxes  he  could  have  impofed.  Thefe 
men,  my  fon,  whom  you  fuppofe  to  be  dead, 
are  frill  alive,  and  that  life  which  mankind 
miferably  drag  out  on  earth,  is  real  death  ;  the 
words  are  only  changed.  Mny  the  gods  in- 
dulge thee  with  virtue  enough  to  merit  that 
happy  life,  which  will  .never  end,  nor  fuffer  the 
leaft  difquiet.  Come,  it  is  now  time  to  go  in 
queft  of  thy  father,  Alas  !  what  a  deluge  of 
blood  wilt  thou  fee  fpilt  before  thou  fhalt  find 
him  !  What  glory  waits  thee  in  the  plains  of 
Hefperia  !  .Remember  .the  counftls  of  the  fage 
Mentor.  By  following  them,  thou  wilt  make 
thy  name  famous  in  all  ages  and  nations."  He 
f  ud  ;  and  immediately  led  Telemachus  towards 
the  ivory  gate,  by  which  there  is  an  outlet  from 
the  gloomy  realm  of  Pluto,  where  they  parted. 
Telemachus,   at  parting,   fhed  tears,   though  he 

could 
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could  not  embrace  Arcefius  ;  then  made  the 
beft  of  his  way  for  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and 
joined  again  the  two  young  Cretans,  who  had 
accompanied  him  to  the  confines  of  the  cafem, 
and  never  expected  to  fee  him  more. 
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In  an  ajfembly  of  the  chiefs,  Telemachus  wins  their 
affent  to  his  advice  againji  furprijing  Venufium, 
which  had  been  -put  into  the  hands  of  the  Luca- 
nians  in  truft,  with  the  confent  of  both  the  par- 
ties concerned*  He  difplays  his  zvifdom,  upon 
eccafon  of  two  deferters  being  apprehended,  one 
of  whom,  named  Acantus,  had  undertaken  to 
poifon  him.  'The  other,  named  Di  of  cor  us,  of- 
fered to  bring  the  head  of  Adraflus  to  the  allies. 
In  the  battle  that  was  fought  foon  after,  Tele- 
machus  deals  death  around  hi?n  wherever  he 
turned  in  quefl  of  Adraflus  ;  and  that  king  in 
looking  for  Urn,  weeks  with ,  and  kills  Pififtra- 
tv.s,  the  fan  of  Nei'lor.  Immediately  after  Phi- 
Iccletes  comes  up,   and,    when  he   was  jujl  going 

to 
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to  difpatcb  Adraftus,  is  vjounded  himfelf,  and 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  field,  Telemachus 
haft  ens  to  the  relief  of  his  friend^  zuho  were  in 
great  dijlrefs,  engages  Adra/lus,  who  vjas  making 
a  dreadful  havock  among  them,  and  having  van- 
quijhed  him,  grants  him  his  life  -upon  certain 
conditions.  But  Adraftus,  upon  his  getting  up, 
endeavouring  to  furprize  Telemachus,  he  feized 
him  a  fecond  time,   and  put  him  to  death* 

MEAN  while  the  chiefs  of  the  allied 
army  held  a  council,  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  would  be  proper  to  take  pofTeflion  of 
Venufium,  a  ftrong  city,  which  Adraftus  had 
unjuftly  furprifed  and  taken,  fome  time  before, 
from  the  Peucetes  of  Apulia,  his  neighbours, 
who,  with  a  view  to  obtain  redrefs,  had  joined 
the  confederates.  In  order  to  pacify  them, 
Adraftus  had  put  the  city  into  the  hands  of  the 
Lucanians,  in  trull,  but  had  corrupted  with 
his  money  both  the  Lucanian  garrifon  and  com- 
mander ;  fo  that  Venufium  was  actually  more 
at  his  difpofal  than  that  of  the  Lucanians  ;  and 
the  Apulians,  who  had  confented  to  a  Lucanian 
garrifon,  had  been  fairly  out-witted  in  the  ne- 
gociation.  A  citizen  of  Venufium,  named  De- 
mophantes,  had  fecretly  made  an  offer  to  the 
allies,  to  put  them  in  pofTeflion  of  one  of  the 
gates  of  the  city  in  the  night.      This  offer  was 
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the  more  confiderable,  as  Adraftus  had  his  whole- 
magazine  of  warlike  ftores  and  provifions  in  a 
c'aftle  near  Venufium,  which  would  not  have 
been  tenable,  had  the  other  been  taken.  Phi- 
lo£tetes  and  Neftor  had  already  given  it  as  their 
opinion,,  that  fuch  an  advantageous  offer  was 
not  to  be  rejected  ;  and  all  the  other  chiefs,. in- 
fluenced by  their  authority,,  together  with  the 
facility  and  utility  of  the  enterprize,  applauded 
their  refolution  :  but  Telemachus  at  his  re- 
turn, exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  to  divert 
them  from  their  purpofe.  "  I  own,"  faid  he, 
"  that  if  ever  man  deferved  ta  be  furprifed  and* 
deceived,  it  is  Adraftus,  who  hath  fo  often  de- 
ceived all  the  world.  I  own  likewife,.  that  the: 
furprifing  of  Venufium  will  only  be  taking  pof- 
fefTion  of  a  city  that  is  your  own,  fince  it  be*- 
longs  to  the  Apulians,  who  are  one  of  the  na- 
tions that  compofe  your  league,  and  that  you. 
would  do  it  with  the  greater  appearance  of  rea- 
fon  and  ju  ft  ice,  as  Adraftus,  by  whom  it  was 
fequeftered,  hath  corrupted  tjiie  garrifon  and  of- 
ficers, that  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to- 
make  himfelf  matter  of  it  when  he  pleafes. 
Laftly,  I  am  aware,  as  much  as  you,  that  if 
you  mould  take  Venufium,  you  would  the  very 
next  day  be  in  poffeiTion  of  the  caftle,  in  which 
Adraftus  hath  depofited  all  his  warlike  flores  ; 
and  that  you  might  thus  put  an  end  to  this  for- 
midable 
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midable  war  in  two  days.  But  is  it  not  better 
to  periih  than  conquer  by  fuch  methods  ?  Shall 
we  repel  fraud  by  fraud  ?  Shall  it  be  faid,  that 
fo  many  kings  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  pu- 
nifh  the  fraud  and  treachery  of  the  impious 
Adraftus,  and  yet  practifed  perfidy  themfelves  ? 
If  it  is  lawful  for  us  to  imitate  his  example, 
then  is  he  not  guilty,  and  we  are  to  blame  for 
endeavouring  to  punim  his  deceit.  For  what  ! 
has  all  Hefperia,  fupported  by  fo  many  Greek 
colonies,  and  heroes  returned  from  the  (icgQ  of 
Troy,  no  other  arms  wherewith  to  combat  the 
perfidy  and  perjury  of  Adraftus,  but  thofe  very 
arts  of  fraud  and  fubornation  ?  Befides,  you 
have  fworn  by  all  that  is  facred,  that  you  would 
let  Venufium  remain  in  truft  in  the  hands  of 
the  Lucanians.  But,  fay  you,  the  Lucanian 
garrifon  hath  been  corrupted  by  Adraftus.  I 
believe  it  as  well  as  you  ;  but  ftill  that  garrifon 
is  paid  by  the  Lucanians,  and  it  hath  not  yet 
refufed  to  obey  their  orders,  but  obferves,  at 
lead  in  appearance,  a.neutraiity.  Neither  Adraf- 
tus,  nor  any  of  his  troops,  have  ever  entered  Ve- 
nufium :  fo  that  the  treaty  is  ftiil  binding,  and 
the  gods  have  not  forgot  your  oath.  Is  faith 
never  to  be  kept,  but  when  plaufible  pretexts 
cannot  be  found  to  violate  it  ?  Are  oaths  to  be 
religioufly  obferved  only,  when  nothing  is  to 
be  got  by  breaking  them  ?     If  the  fear  of   the 
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gods,  and  the  love  of  virtue,  do  not  move  you, 
at  leafr  you  ought  to  be  influenced  by  your  own 
ihtereft  and  reputation.  "What  wars  will  you 
not  excite  among  mankind,  if  you  fhould  be  fo 
abandoned  as  to  fet  them  the  pernicious  example 
of  terminating  this  by  the  violation  of  your  oaths 
and  faith  ?  To  what  neighbour  will  you  not 
thereby  give  ground  to  apprehend  every  thing 
from  you,  and  to  deteft  you  ?  Who  for  the 
future  will  venture  in  the  mod  prefling  exigency 
to  trull  you  ?  What  method  will  you  take  to 
convince  your  neighbours  of  your  fincerity, 
when  you  are  really  in  earneft,  and  when  it  is 
your  interefl  that  they  fhould  believe  you  are 
fo  ?  Will  you  propofe  a  folemn  treaty  ?  But 
that  you  have  already  trampled  under  your  feet. 
Will  you  ofFer  to  confirm  your  engagements  by 
oath  ?  Say,  will  it  not  appear  that  you  pay 
very  iittle  regard  to  the  gods,  when  you  .hope  to 
reap  any  advantage  from  your  perjury  ?  You 
will  therefore  be  as  infecure  in  time  of  peace  as 
in  war.  Every  Hep  you  take  will  be  conftrued 
into  a  declaration  of  war  upon  your  neighbours, 
open  or  underftood  ;  and  thus  will  you  be  per- 
petually in  a  Hate  of  hoftility  with  thofe  na- 
tions, who  Vu'e  the  misfortune  to  lie  near  you. 
Whatever  tranfa£f.ions  require  reputation,  pro- 
bity, and  confidence,  will  to  you  become  im- 
practicable i   you  will   have   no   refource  left  to 

retrieye 
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retrieve   the   credit  of  your  engagements.     But 
there  is  (added  he)  one  confederation    ftill  more 
interefting,    which  muft  alarm  you,    if  you  have 
yet  any  remains  of  virtue  or   concern    for    your 
future    welfare,    and    that  is,   that  a  conduct  fo 
treacherous  has  a   direct  tendency  to  break    and 
annihilate  the  confederacy  ;  and  thus  will  your 
perjury  enfure  the  triumphs  of  Adraftus."      At 
thefe  words  the  affembly  were  greatly  furprifed, 
and  afked  him,   how  he  could  prefume    to  fay, 
that  what  would  procure    certain  victory  to  the 
league,    would  prove  the  ruin  of  it  ?     "  How," 
replied  he,    "  is  it  poffible  that  you   mould  put 
any  trull:  in  one  another,  after  having  broke  the 
only    band    of  fociety    and    mutual   confidence, 
which  is  good  faith  ?    Who  among  you,  after  it 
is  laid    down  for  a   maxim,    that    the   rules   of 
probity  and  fidelity   may  be  violated   in  order  to 
obtain  any  great  advantage,    will   trull:    another, 
when  that  other  may  be  a  great  gainer  by  break- 
in?  his '"word,   and  deceiving    hi:n  ?    In   what    a 
difagreeable  fituation  will  you  be  ?    Who  is  there 
among  you  that  will  not  endeavour  to  defeat  the 
perfidious  fchemes   and  intrigues    of    his  neigh- 
bour,   by  his  own  ?     What   will  become  of  the 
confederacy  cf  fo  many  ftates,    when  by  a  pub- 
lic refolti'iion  it  is  declared  lawful  to  take  all  ad- 
vantages againft  your  neighbour,    and  to  violate 
your  engagements  ?    How  gre^t   will   be   your 

L  6  mutual 


228     THE    ADVENTURES 

mutual  diftruft,  difcord,  and  eagcrnefs  to  de- 
ftroy  one  another  !  Adraflus  will  have  no  oc- 
cafion  to  attack  you  ♦,  for  you  will  fufnciently 
weaken  and  harrafs  one  another,  and  thereby 
juftify  his  perfidy.  O  !  ye  fage  magnanimous 
monarchs,  and  commanders  of  this  van1  army, 
of  confummate  experience,  difdain  not  to  liften 
to  the  counfels  of  a  young  man  !  Should  you 
be  reduced  to  the  greateft  extremities,  as  is 
fometimes  the  cafe  in  war,  you  may  extricate 
yourfelves  by  your  vigilance,  and  vigorous  ef- 
forts ;  for  true  courage  never  gives  way  to  de- 
fpondency.  Eut  when  you  have  once  overleaped 
the  bulwark  of  honour  and  good  faith,  the  er- 
ror is  irretrievable,  and  you  can  neither  regain 
the  confidence  that  is  necefTary  in.  all  tranfac- 
tions  of  importance,  nor  bring  men  back  to  the 
rules  of  virtue,  after  you  have  taught  them  to 
defpife  that  virtue.  But  what  is  it  that  you  are 
afraid  of  ?  Have  you  not  courage  enough  to 
conquer,  without  having  recourfe  to  treachery  ? 
Is  not  your  virtue,  fupported  by  fo  great  an 
army,  fufficient  ?  Let  us  fight,  let  us  die,  if  it 
mull:  needs  be,  rather  than  conquer  in  fo  un- 
worthy a  manner.  Adraflus,  the  impious  Adraf- 
tus,  will  foon  be  fubdued,  provided  we  banifh 
all  thoughts  of  imitating  his  viilainy  and  bafe- 
nefs."  When  Telemachus  ended  his  fpeech, 
he  perceived    that    fweet  perfuafion  had   flowed 
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from  his  lips,  and  penetrated  to  the  very  hearts 
of  his  hearers.  A  profound  filence  enfued,  the 
whole  aiiembly  being  {truck,  not  with  his  perfon 
or  eloquence,  but  the  evidence  of  truth  that  ran 
through  the  whole  of  his  reafoning,  in  fo  much 
that  their  aftonifnment  was  vifible  in  their  coun- 
tenances.  At  length  a  low  murmur  was  heard 
all  over  the  aflembly,  every  one  looking  at  an- 
other, and  afraid  to  break  the  filence  firft.  The 
reft  of  the  army  would  fain  have  difclofed  their 
fentiments,  but  expected  every  moment  that 
fome  of  the  chiefs  would  explain  themfelves.  At 
]aft  the  venerable  Neftor  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to 
this  effe6t  :  "  Worthy  fon  of  UlylTes,  it  was  by 
the  gods  you  was  prompted  to  fpeak,  and  Mi- 
nerva, who  hath  fo  often  infpired  your  father, 
fuggefted  to  you  the  wife  and  generous  counfel 
you  have  juft  given.  Your  youth  1  do  not  at- 
tend to  ;  for  I  look  upon  all  you  have  faid  as 
dictated  by  Minerva.  You  have  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  virtue,  without  which  the  greateft  ad- 
vantages that  can  be  gained  are  real  lories.. 
Without  it,  men  foon  draw  upon  themfelves 
the  vengeance  cf  their  enemies,  the  diftrufl:  of 
their  friends  and  allies,  the  deteftation  of  all 
good  men,  and  the  juft  wrath  of  the  gods.  Let 
us  then  leave  Venufium  in  the  hands  of  the 
Lucanians,  and  think  no  more  of  conquering 
Adraftus,  by  any  other  means  than  valour." 
I  Thus 
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Thus  he  fpoke,  and  the  whole  aflembly  extolled 
the  wifdom  of  his  words,  at  the  fame  time  eye- 
ing with  aftonifhment  the  fon  of  Ulyfles,  whofe 
looks  feemed  to  lighten  with  the  wifdom  of  Mi- 
nerva, by  whom  he  was  infpired.  In  a  fhort 
time  after  this  tranfaclion,  another  queftion  was 
debated  in  the  afTembly  of  the  kings,  by  which 
Teiernachus  gained  equal  glory.  Adraftus,  flill 
cruel  and  perfidious,  fent  into  the  camp  a  pre- 
tended deferter,  named  Acantus,  who  had  un- 
dertaken to  poifon  the  moft  illuftrious  chiefs  of 
the  army,  and  had  orders  in  particular  to  fpare 
no  pains  or  coft  to  difpatch  Teiernachus,  who 
was  become  the  terror  of  the  Daunians.  Teie- 
rnachus, who  was  too  generous  and  brave  to  be 
inclined  to  diftruft,  received  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, as  foon  as  he  arrived,  this  feemingly  un- 
happy man,  who  had  feen  his  father  UlyiTes  in 
Sicily,  and  recounted  to  him  the  adventures  of 
that  hero.  He  treated  him  with  great  kindnefs, 
and  endeavoured  to  comfort  him  in  his  misfor- 
tunes ;  for  he  pretended  to  have  been  impofed' 
upon,  and  extremely  ill  ufed  by  Adraftus  ;  but 
by  acling  thus,  he  was  warming  and  cherifhing 
in  his  bofom  a  venomous  viper,  ready  to  fting 
him  to  death.  Another  deferter,  named  Arion,. 
was  apprehended,  whom  Acantus  had  difpatched 
to  inform  Adraftus  of  the  frate  of  the  camp  of 
the  allies,  and  to  afiure  him  that  he  would  next 

day 
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day  difpatch  by  poifon,    at   an  entertainment  to 
be  given  him  by  Telemachus,    the  chief  of   the 
kings,  together  with  Telemachus  himfelf.    Ari- 
on,    when  apprehended,    owned  his    treacherous 
defign.      It  was  fufpected  that  he  acted  in  con- 
cert with  Acantus,   on  account  of  the  great  in- 
timacy  between    them  ;   but   Acantus    bein°-   a 
bold   man,   and  a  profound   difTembler,   made  fo 
artful  a  defence,  that  he  could  not  be  convicted, 
nor  a  full    difcovery  of  the  confpiracy  obtained. 
Many  of  the  kings  were  of  opinion,  that  Acan- 
tus,  though  unconvicted,  to  prevent  all  danger, 
ought  to  be  put  to  death.       <c  He    mud,"   faid 
they,    "  be  Sacrificed  to  the  public  fafety.     The 
life  of  a  fmgle  man  is   nothing,    when  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  to  fecure   the  lives    of    fo    many    kings. 
What  does    it  fignify,    if  an  innocent  man  fuf- 
fers,    when  the  queftion  is,  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
who  reprefent  the  gods  among  men."   u  What  an 
inhuman    maxim  !     what     barbarous    policy  J" 
cried  Telemachus.     "    What  !    are  ye,  who  are 
appointed  the  fhepherds  of  mankind,    and    have 
authority    over    them,    only    to    enable   you    to 
protect  them    as  a  fhepherd  does  his  flock,    thus 
prodigal  of  human  blood  ?     You  are   then  cruel 
wolves,    and  not  fhepherds  ;    at  lead,   if  you  are 
fliepherds,    it    is   only   to  fleece  and    devour  the 
flock,    inftead   of  leading   them   to    proper    pas- 
tures.    According  to  you,  a  man  becomes  guilty 

as 
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as  foon  as  he  is   accufed,  and  to  be  fufpected  h 
to  deferve  death.      At  this  rate,  innocence  will 
be  at  the  mucy  of  envy  and  detraction,  and  the 
more  your  hearts  become  a  prey  to  jealoufy  and 
diitruiij    the    more   victims  mult    be  facrifrced." 
Telemachus  pronounced  thefe  words  with   fuch 
an  air  of  authority  and    indignation,    as    had    a 
great  effect  upon    his  hearers,  and  overwhelmed 
with  fhame   the  authors  of   fo  bafe    a    propofal. 
Then    in    a    milder    tone    he     thus    proceeded. 
"    As  for  me  I  do  not  value  life   fo  much  as   to 
purchafe  it  at  that  price,    and  I  had  rather  that 
Acantus  fhould  be  a  villain  than  I,    and  that  he 
fhould  take  away  my  life  by  treachery,  than  that 
I  mould    put   him    to  death    before    I    had    full 
proof  of   his  guilt.     But  hear   me,    O  ye,    who 
being  ordained  kings,   that  is  judges  of  the  pco« 
pie,   ought   to   know   how  to  adminifrer  juflice 
with    moderation,    prudence,    and    impartiality  ; 
allow  me  to  examine  Acantus  in  your  prefence." 
Accordingly  he  interrogated    him    in    regard    to 
his  connection  with  Arion,   and  urged    a    thou- 
fand  fufpicious  circumftances.     Ke  often  threat- 
ened to  deliver  him    up   to   Adraftus  as    a    de- 
ferter   that    merited    punishment,    to    fee    if    he 
would  betray  any    fymptoms   of  fear.       But   no 
alteration  appeared  either  in  his  countenance  or 
voice.     At  laft,    finding    ail    his   endeavours  to 
come  at  the  truth  hitherto  ineffectual,  he  faid 
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to  him,  "■  Give  me  your  ring,  I'll  fend  it  to 
Adraftus."  Upon  this  demand  of  the  ring-, 
Acantus  turned  pale,  and  was  difconcerted.  1  e-- 
lemachus,  whofe  eyes  were  continually  fixed 
upon  him,  perceiving  his-  confufion,  immedi- 
ately fnatched  the  ring,  faying,  "  I  will  Tend 
it  direclly  to  Adraftus  by  a  Lucanian,  named 
Polytropus,  who  is  your  acquaintance,  and  will 
pafs  for  your  accomplice.  If  we  can  by  theft 
means  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  corre- 
fpondence,  we  will  put  you  to  death  without 
pity,  by  the  moil  cruel  tortures.  But  on  the 
©ther  hand,  if  you  will  immediately  acknow- 
ledge your  crime,  we  will  grant  you  your  life, 
and  only  fend  you  to  an.  i-fland  in  the  fea,  where 
you  will  want  for  nothing."  At  this  declara- 
tion, Acantus  made  a  full  confemon,  and  Te- 
lemachus  perfuaded  the  kings  to  grant  him  his 
life,  becaufe  he  had  promifed  him  that  favour; 
Accordingly  he  was  fent  to  one  of  the  iiles, 
called  Echinades,  where  he  lived  in  peace  and 
fafety.  On  the  back  of  this  incident,  a  Dau— 
nian  of  obfcure  birth,  but  a  bold  violent  fpirit, 
came  by  night  into  the  camp  of  the  allies,  and 
offered  to  aflafliiiate  king  Adraflus  in  his  tent, 
This  deed  he  could  have  perpetrated  ;  for  a 
man  becomes  matter  cf  another's  life,  the  mo- 
ment he  lofes  all  regard  to  his  own.  This  man 
breathed  nothing;    but  vengeance  a^ainft  Adraf- 

tus. 
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tus,  becaufe  he  had  violently  taken  his  wife, 
whom  he  loved  to  excefs,  and  who  equalled 
Venus  herfelf  in  beauty.  He  maintained  a  fe- 
cret  correfpondence  with  Tome  individuals,  who 
had  promifed  to  admit  him  into  the  king's  tent 
in  the  night,  and  feveral  Daunian  officers  had 
engaged  to  affift  him  in  the  attempt ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  neceffary  that  the  allies 
fhould  attack  the  camp  of  Adraftus,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  in  the 
confufion  to  efcape,  and  carry  off  his  wife. 
And  if,  after  having  affaffinated  the  king,  he 
could  not  retrieve  her,  he  was  content  to  lofe 
his  life.  Wken  Diofcorus  had  laid  his  defign 
before  the  kings,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  affembly 
were  turned  upon  Telemachus,  to  requeft,  as 
it  were,  his  determination.  i(  The  gods," 
cried  he,  M  by  preferving  us  from  traitors,  for- 
bid us  to  make  any  ufe  of  them  ourfelves. 
Though  we  had  not  virtue  enough  to  make  us 
rejecl:  with  abhorrence  this  treafonable  offer,  the 
confideration  of  our  own  intereft  would  be  fuf- 
ficient.  After  having  given  a  public  fan£tion  to 
treafon  in  regard  to  others,  we  fhould  deferve 
to  have  it  employed  againll:  ourfelves  ;  and  who 
then  among  us  could  pretend  to  be  fafe  ?  Adraf- 
tus may  poflibly  elude  the  blow  that  threatens 
him,  and  make  it  fall  upon  the  allied  kings. 
The  war  will  then  no  longer  be  a  war,   but  a 
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fcene  of  treachery,  treafon,  and  afiaflination, 
and  virtue  and  wifdom  will  be  ufelefs.  We  our- 
felves  mall  feel  the  fatal  confequences,  and  de- 
fervedly,  as  having  given  a  fanction  to  the 
greateft  of  crimes.  I  conclude  therefore,  that 
the  traitor  ought  to  be  delivered  up  to  Adraf- 
tus.  I  own,  indeed,  he  does  not  deferve  to  be 
treated  in  that  manner  ;  but  all  Greece  and 
Hefperia,  who  now  attentively  obferve  our  con- 
duel:,  may  juftly  expecl  we  fhould  acl:  fuch  a 
part  to  merit  their  efteem.  In  fine,  to  abhor 
perfldioufnefs,  is  a  duty  we  owe  the  juft  gods 
and  ourfelves."  Accordingly,  Diofcorus  was 
immediately  delivered  up  to  Adraftus,  who 
fhuddered  at  the  thoughts  of  the  danger  he  had 
been  in,  and  was  quite  amazed  at  the  generofity 
of  the  allies  ;  for  fublime  virtue  is  above  the 
comprehenfion  of  bad  men.  He  could  not  help 
admiring  it,  though  he  durft  not  praife  it.  The 
noblenefs  of  the  action  made  him  reflect  with 
fhame  on  all  his  treacheries  and  cruelties.  He 
endeavoured  to  depreciate  the  generofity  of  his 
enemies,  being  afhamed  to  feem  ungrateful,  while 
he  had  fuch  ©bligations  to  them  ;  but  wicked 
men  are  ibon  hardened  againft  all  fenfe  of  moral 
obligation.  Finding  the  reputation  of  the  allies 
increafed  every  day,  he  thought  he  muft  of  ne- 
ceffity  perform  forne  notable  exploit  to  prevent 
the  lofs    of  his    own  j   and  being  incapable  of 
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executing  any  that  was  praife  worthy,  he  r3- 
folved  at  leaft  to  try  if  he  could  not  obtain  foaje 
fignal  advantage  over  them  ;  accordingly  be 
prepared  to  give  them  battle.  The  day  deitined 
to  the  engagement  being  come,  fcarce  had  Au- 
rora unbarred  to  the  fun  the  portals  of  the  eaft, 
in  a  path  beftrewed  with  rofes,  when  Telerna- 
chus,  in  vigilance  outftripping  the  cldefl;  com- 
manders, fprang  from  the  downy,  arms  of  fleep, , 
and  called  up  all  the  officers.  Already  his  hel- 
met, adorned  with  a  flowing  creft,  glittered  on 
his  head,  and  the  cuirafs  on  his  back  dazzled 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  array.  The  work  of 
Vulcan,  befides  its  natural  beauty, ,  difplaycd 
all  the  fplendor  of.  the  Egisj  which  was  there 
concealed.  With  one  hand  he  •  graiped  his 
lance,  and- with  the  other  pointed  to  the  feveral 
places  where  troops  were  to  be  potted,  Minerva 
had  illumed  his  eyes  with  fire  divine,  and  dig- 
nified his  looks  with  a  fublime  majeftic  air,  pre- 
faging  victory.  He  commanded  the  army  to 
march  ;  then  all  the  chiefs,  finding  themfelvss 
impelled  by  a  fuperior  power,  forgot  their  age 
and  dignity,  and  followed  where  he  led.  Low 
mean  jealoufy  could  find  noplace  in  their  hearts. 
Every  thing  plied  before  him,  whom  Minerva 
]ed  invifibly  by  the  hand.  His  conduct  had  now 
nothing  in  it  impetuous  or  precipitate.  He 
was  affable,  cool,  patient,  always  ready  to  liflen 
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*■  others,  and  to  pay  a  due  regard  to  their  ad- 
vice ;  at  the  fame  time  he  was  active,  forefee- 
ing,  and  provident,  for  the  moft  diftant  exi- 
gencies, regulating  every  thing  with  judgment 
and  propriety,  neither  embarraffing  himfelf,  nor 
others  ;  excufing  miftakes,  retrieving  blunders, 
obviating  difficulties,  never  requiring  any  thing 
too  hard  or  unreafonable  of  any  one,  and  dif- 
fuiing  through  all  ranks  freedom  and  confidence. 
Did  he  ilTue  orders  ?  It  was  in  terms  the  moft 
clear  and  explicit,  repeating  them,  that  the  per- 
lon  who  was  to  execute  them,  micrht  be  tho- 
roughly  apprized  of  his  intentions.  He  could 
difcover  by  his  eyes,  whether  he  apprehended 
his  meaning.  He  then  made  him  explain  in 
what  {tnCc  he  underfiood  his  words,  and  what 
it  was  he  principally  aimed  at  in  the  enterprize. 
After  he  had  thus  proved  the  underfta&diog  and 
capacity  of  him  who  v/as  to  execute  the  com- 
miffion,  he  difmiiTed  him,  but  not  till  he  had 
firft  beftowed  upon  him  fome  mark  of  confi- 
dence and  efteem  for  his  encouragement.  Hence 
all  thofe  whom  he  thus  employed  were  extremely 
zealous  to  plqafe  him,  and  to  fecure  fuccefs, 
without  reftraint,  or  fear  of  being  made  an- 
fwerable  for  mifcarriage,  for  he  always  forgave 
involuntary  errors.  The  horizon  now  appeared 
all  in  a  blaze  with  the  rays  of  the  approaching 
fun,   and  the   fea   was    deeply   tinged    with   the 
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blufh  of  the  dawning  day.  The  coaft  was  quite 
covered  with  men  and  arms,  horfes  and  cha- 
riots, all  in  motion,  and  attended  with  a  con- 
fufed  noife,  like  that  of  the  racing  waves,  when 
Neptune  roufes  the  fell  tempeft  from  the  bottom 
©f  the  abyfs.  Thus  did  Mars  begin  by  the  din 
of  arms,  and  the  noify  apparatus  of  war,  to 
fow  the  feeds  of  rage  in  every  heart.  All  over 
the  plain  appeared  the  briftling  pikes,  like  ears 
of  corn,  which  cover  the  fruitful  fields  in  the 
time  of  harvefr.  Already,  clouds  of  duft  arofe, 
fo  that  neither  heaven  nor  earth  could  be  dif- 
cerned  by  human  fight,  while  confufion,  hor- 
ror, flaughter,  and  unrelenting  death,  advanced 
with  hafty  ftrides.  Scarce  were  the  firft  darts 
thrown,  when  Telemachus,  lifting  his  hands 
and  eyes  to  heaven,  thus  preferred  his  prayer, 
"  O  Jupiter,  father  of  gods  and  men,  on  our 
fide  thou  feeft  juftice  and  a  difpofition  to  peace, 
which  we  have  not  been  afhamed  to  endeavour 
to  obtain.  It  is  with  reluclance  we  engage  in 
battle  ;  we  fhould  be  glad  to  avoid  fhedding  hu- 
man blood,  and  we  do  not  even  hate  the  enemy 
we  are  juft  going  to  encounter,  though  cruel, 
perfidious,  and  facrilegious.  Try  our  caufe,  and 
judge  between  us.  As  our  lives  are  in  thy 
hand,  if  we  muft  fall,  we  fubmit.  But  if  we 
deliver  Hefperia,  and  humble  the  tyrant,  as  we 
fhall  be  indebted  for  the  victory  to  your  power, 
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and  the  wifdom  of  your  daughter  Minerva,  the 
glory  of  it  will  alfo  be  due  to  you.  It  is  thou 
who  holdeft  the  balance  in  thy  hand,  and  de- 
termined the  iffue  of  battles,  and  for  thee  we 
fight;  as  thou  art  our  judge,  Adraftus  is  more 
thy  enemy  than  ours.  If  before  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  thy  caufe  fhould  be  victorious,  the 
blood  of  a  whole  hecatomb  fhall  ftream  upon 
thine  altars/'  lie  fpoke  ;  and  forthwith  drove 
his  fiery  foaming  fteeds  among  the  thicker!:  ranks 
of  the  enemy.  .  The  firft,  he  encountered  was 
Periander,  the  Locrian,  covered  with  the  fkin 
of  a  lion,  that  he  had  killed  when  he  was  tra- 
velling in  that  country.  He  was  armed  like 
Hercules,  with  an  enormoufly  large  club,  and 
his  ftrength  and  ftature  were  fuch,  that  he  re- 
fembled  a  giant.  When  he  caft  his  eyes  on  Te- 
lemachus,  he  defpifed  his  youth,  and  the  beauty 
of  his  countenance.  "  It  well  befits  thee,  ef- 
feminate ftrippling  (faid  he),  to  difpute  with  me 
the  prize  of  military  glory.  Go,  child,  go, 
and  feek  thy  father  in  the  fhades  below,"  So 
faying,  he  lifted  up  his  ponderous,  knotty  club, 
which  was  armed  with  iron  fpikes,  and  looked 
like  the  maft  of  a  fhip.  Every  body  dreaded 
deflruclion  from  its  fall  ;  but  he  aimed  it  at  the 
head  of  the  fon  of  UlyiTes,  who  avoided  it,  by 
flipping  afide,  and  then  fprung  upon  Periander 
with  the  rapidity  of  an  eagle  darting  through 
6  the 
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the  air.     The    club    in     its    defcent    broke    m 
pieces    the    wheel    of  a  chariot,    pretty  near    to 
that  of  Telemachus.      In    the    mean  time,    the 
young  Greek  with  a  javelin   pierced    the  throat 
of  Periander,   w7hofe  voice  was  choaked    by  the 
blood  that  gufhed  from  the  Jarge  gaping  wound.. 
His  fiery  horfes  feeling  no    longer    the   reilraint 
of  his  enfeebled  hand,   -now    fcampered   up    and 
down  the  field,    the  loofe  reins  flowing  on    their 
necks.      At    laft   he  tumbles  from   the  chariot, 
his  eyes  already  clofed  for  ever,    and  pale  death 
pictured  in  his  ghaftly  face.       Te-lemachus  tak- 
ing pity  upon  him,    delivered  his   body  immedi- 
ately   to  his    attendants  ;    but    kept    the    lion's 
fkin,    and  the  club,    as    trophies    of   his  victory. 
He  then  went  in  quefl:  of  Adraftus  in  the  crowd  ; 
but  before  he  found  him,    fent  many  a  combat- 
ant to  the  infernal  regions.       Hileus,  whofe  cha- 
riot was  drawn  by  two    courfers,    like    thofe  of 
the  fun,    fed  in  the  extenfive  meadows    watered 
by  the  river  Aufidus.      Demoleon,  who  in  Si- 
cily formerly  almoft  equalled    Erix    in    fighting 
with    the    ceftus.     Crantor,    who    had  been  the 
friend  and    entertainer  of  Hercules,   when    that 
fon  of  Jupiter  paffed  through  Hefperia,  and  put 
to    death     the    infamous    Cacus.       Menecrates, 
who  is  laid   to  have   been    little  inferior  to  Pol- 
lux,  in    wreitling,       Hippocoon    the     Salapian, 
who    imitated    with    fuccefs    the    dexterity    and 
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o  racefulnefs  of  Caftor  in  horfemanfhip.  Eury- 
medes,  the  famous  hunter,  always  ftained  with 
the  blood  of  bears  and  wild  boars,  killed  on, 
the  fnowy  tops  of  the  cold  Apennine,  who  is 
faid  to  have  been  fo  dear  to  Diana,  that  fhe 
taught  him  herfelf  to  fhoot  with  the  bow*  Ni- 
cofrratcs,  who  vanquifhed  a  giant  that  vomited 
fire  among  the  rocks  of  mount  Gargan.  Ele- 
anthes,  betrothed  to  the  young  Pholoe,  daugh- 
ter of  the  river  Liris,  who  had  promifed  to  give 
her  in  marriage  to  him  who  mould  deliver  her 
from  a  winged  ferpent  hatched  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river,  which,  according  to  the  prediction, 
of  an  oracle,  would  have  devoured  her  in  a  few 
days.  The  young  man,  deeply  enamoured  of 
the  maid,  expofed  himfelf  to  almofl  certain 
death,  in  order  to  kill  the  monfler,  but  he  came 
off  victorious.  He  had  not,  however,  reaped  the 
fruit  of  his  victory  ;  for  while  Pholoe,  in  hopes 
of  hymeneal  joy,  impatiently  waited  for  him, 
fhe  learned  that  he  had  followed  Adraflus  to  the 
war,  and  that  the  Fates  had  cruelly  cut  fhort 
the  thread  of  his  days.  The  neighbouring 
woods  and  mountains  echoed  with  her  lament- 
ations :  fhe  bathed  her  eyes  in  tears,  and  tore 
her  fine  hair  ;  forgetting  the  garlands  of  Rowers 
that  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  gather,  and  charging 
heaven  with  injuftice.  As  fhe  never  ceafeci 
weeping  night  and  day,  the  gods,  moved  with 
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her  diftrefs,  and  her  father's  intreaties,  put  art 
end  to  her  grief :  for,  in  confequence  of  the 
tears  fhe  ihed,  fhe  was  all  on  a  fudden  changed 
into  a  fountain,  which  glides  into  the  bofom  of 
the  river,  and  joins  its  waters  to  thofe  of  the 
god  her  father  ;  but  the  water  of  the  fountain 
is  bitter,  the  plants  upon  its  margin  never  flow- 
ereth,  and  no  other  fhade  but  that  of  cyprefs 
is  found  upon  its  melancholy  banks.  Mean- 
while, Adraflus  being  informed  that  Telemachus 
fpread  terror  all  around  him,  eagerly  fought  the 
youth.  He  flattered  himfelf  that  it  would  be 
an  eafy  matter  to  vanquifh  the  fon  of  Uly/Tes, 
yet  fo  young  ;  and  he  placed  around  him  thirty 
Daunians,  of  extraordinary  ftrength,  agility  and 
boldnefs,  to  whom  he  promifed  great  rewards 
if  they  could  by  any  means  whatfoever  difpatch 
Telemachus  in  the  engagement.  Had  he  then 
met  the  young  Greeks  undoubtedly  thefe  thirty 
men  furrounding  his  chariot,  while  he  attacked 
him  in  front,  would  have  found  little  diiiiculty 
in  cutting  him  ofF;  but  Minerva  led  them  an- 
other way.  Adraflus,  fancying  he  faw,  and  heard 
Telemachus  in  the  hollow  of  the  plain,  at  the 
foot  of  a  hill,  where  there  was  a  crowd  of  com- 
batants, runs,  or  rather  flies  thither,  eager  to 
glut  himfelf  with  his  blood  :  but,  inftead  of 
Telemachus,  he  finds  old  Neftor,  who,  with  a 
trembling  hand,  was  throwing  about  him  fome 

harmlefs 


OF     TELEMACHUS.  24.3 

harmlefs  darts.  Adraftus,  in  his  fury,  would 
have  difpatched  him  immediately,  had  not  a 
troop  of  Pylians  thrown  themfelves  about  him. 
Then  did  a  mower  of  darts  darken  all  the  air, 
and  envelope  the  combatants ;  and  nothing  was 
heard  but  the  heavy  groans  and  cries  of  the  dy- 
ing, and  the  clattering  noife  made  by  the  ar- 
mour of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  crowd.  The 
ground  was  loaded  with  heaps  of  dead  bodies, 
-and  ftreams  of  blood  ran  down  on  all  fides, 
while  Mars  and  Bellona,  with  the  infernal  Fu- 
ries clad  in  robes  dropping  all  over  with  blood, 
feafted  their  cruel  eyes  with  the  fpeclacle,  and 
•continually  renewed  the  rage  of  the  combatants. 
Thefe  divinities,  enemies  to  mankind,  banifhed 
from  the  breafts  of  both  parties  generous  pity, 
gentle  humanity,  and  valour  tempered  with  mo- 
deration. 

In  fuch  a  tumult  of  men,  intent  upon  de- 
ftroying  one  another,  all  was  carnage,  revenge, 
defpair,  and  brutal  fury.  Even  the  fage  and 
invincible  Pallas  herfelf  fhuddered  when  me  be- 
held it,  and  was  {truck  with  horror.  In  the 
mean  time  Philoctetes,  with  flow  fteps,  and 
bearing  in  his  hands  the  arrows  of  Hercules, 
advanced  to  the  afliftance  of  Neftor.  Adraftus, 
unable  to  offend  the  good  old  man,  had  hurled 
his  darts  at  feveral  Pylians,  who  bit  the  ground. 
Already  he  had  overthrown  Eufilas,   fo  fwift  in 
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running,  that  he  fcarce  left  the  prints  of  his 
feet  upon  the  fand,  and  in  his  own  country  out- 
fhipped  the  moil  rapid  billows  of  Eurotas  and 
Alpheus.  Hard  by  him  had  fallen  Entyphron, 
more  beautiful  than  Hylas,  and  a  keener  fportf- 
man  than  Hippolitus.  Pterelas  too  had  fallen, 
who  followed  Neftor  to  the  fiege  of  Troy,  and 
whom  Achilles  himfelf  had  loved  on  account  of 
his  courage  and  ftrength  ;  and  Ariftogiton,  who 
by  bathing  in  the  river  Achelous,  had  fecretly 
received  from  that  god  the  power  of  aftuming 
all  forts  of  forms.  In  fact,  he  was  fo  nimble 
and  quick  in  all  his  motions,  that  he  could  not 
be  detained  even  by  the  ftrongeft  hands.  But 
Adraftus,  with  his  lance,  laid  him  motionlefs, 
and  immediately  his  foul  fled,  together  with  his 
blood.  Neftor,  feeing  his  braveft  captains  fall 
under  the  hands  of  the  cruel  Adraftus,  as  the 
yellow  ears  of  corn  in  harveft  fall  under  the 
iharp  fickle  of  the  indefatigable  reaper,  forgot 
his  age,  and  the  danger  to  which  he  expofed 
himfelf,  to  no  purpofe,  and  thought  of  nothing 
but  keeping  his  eyes  fixed  upon  his  foil,  who 
bravely  maintained  the  fight  in  defence  of  his 
father  :  but  the  fatal  moment  was  come,  when 
Pififtratus  was  to  convince  Neftor  what  a  mis- 
fortune it  often  is  to  live  to  a  great  age.  Pifif- 
tratus aimed  fo  violent  a  blow  at  Adraftus  with 
his  lance,  that  it  muft  have  brought  him  to  the 
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ground,  but  he  avoided  it,  and  with  a  javelin 
ivounded  in  his  belly  Pififtratus,  who  had  been 
a  little  difconcerted  by  milling  his  blow,  and 
was  now  raifing  his  lance  again.  Through  the 
wound  the  bowels  of  Pififlratus  began  to  burft, 
with  a  ftream  of  blood,  and  his  complexion 
faded  like  a  flower,  which  the  hand  of  a  nymph 
fcath  plucked  in  the  meadows.  The  light  of 
his  eyes  was  now  almoU  extinguished,  and  his 
tongue  faultered.  Alceus,  his  governor,  who 
was  clofe  by  him,  fupported  him,  when  he  was 
juft  going  to  fall,  and  had  hardly  time  to  con- 
vey him  to  his  father's  arms  before  his  death  : 
for,  while  he  was  opening  his  mouth  in  order 
to  fpeak,  and  give  his  father  the  laft  marks  of 
his  tendernefs,  he  expired.  While  Philoctetes 
fpread  death  and  difmay  around  him,  in  repel- 
ling the  efforts  of  Adraftus,  Neftor  held  the 
corpfe  of  his  fon  clafped  in  his  arms,  at  the 
fame  time  pouring  forth  the  moft  bitter  wail- 
ings,  unable  to  endure  the  light  of  day. 
"  Wretch  that  I  am  !"  faid  he,  "  t©  have  been 
a  father,  and  to  have  lived  fo  long  !  alas  ! 
cruel  Deftinies,  why  did  ye  not  put  an  end  to 
my  life,  either  at  the  chace  of  the  wild  boar 
Calydon,  or  the  fir  ft  fiege  of  Troy,  or  when 
I  made  the  voyage  to  Colchos  ?  I  fhould  then 
have  died  glorioufly,  and  without  feeling  this 
bitter    diftrefs  $  whereas    I   am  now    doomed  to 
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linger  out  a  miferable  old  age,  difeafed  and  im- 
potent !  I  now  live  only  to  be  wretched,  and 
am  infenfible  to  every  thing  but  grief  I  O  my 
{on  !  O  my  Ton  !  my  dear  Ton  Pififtratus  ! 
when  I  loft  your  brother  Antilochus,  I  had  you 
left  to  comfort  me  :  but  as  I  have  now  loll 
you  alfo,  I  fhall  never  be  comforted  any  more  -> 
I  have  now  no  more  happinefs  to  expect.  I  am 
even  excluded  from  hope,  the  only  cordial  that 
enables  mankind  to  fupport  affliction.  O  my 
dear  children,  Antilochus  and  Pififtratus  !  to- 
day, methinks,  I  have  loft  you  both  ;  the  death 
of  the  one  making  the  wound  1  had  received 
in  my  heart,  by  that  of  the  other,  to  bleed 
afrefh.  I  mall  not  fee  either  of  you  any  more. 
Whom  have  I  now  to  clofe  my  eyes,  or  gather 
my  afhes  ?  O  my  dear  Pififtratus,  you  died,  as 
did  your  brother,  like  a  gallant  man  ;  but  ly 
I  alone  am  obliged  to  live."  So  faying,  he 
made  an  attempt  to  kill  himfelf  with  a  javelin 
that  he  had  in  his  hand,  but  was  prevented, 
and  the  body  of  his  fon  forced  from  his  em- 
brace. The  unhappy  old  man  then  fwooned 
away,  and  was  carried  to  his  tent  ;  where  hav- 
ing recovered  his  (pirits  a  little,  he  would  have 
jeturned  to  the  engagement,  but  was  with-held 
by  force.  In  the  mean  time,  Adraftus  and  Phi- 
locletes  were  looking  out  for  one  another,  their 
eyes   fnarkling   like   thofe  of  a   lion   or   leopard 
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tohen  they  feek  to  tear  one  another  in  pieces  on 
the  plains  watered  by  the  Cayftea.  Dire  me- 
naces, hoftile  fury,  and  cruel  vengeance  gleam 
from  their  voracious  eyes.  Wherever  their 
fhafts  are  hurled,  certain  death  attends  them  i 
and  all  the  combatants  behold  them  with  af- 
fright. Already  they  appear  to  each  other's 
view  ;  and  when  Philocfcetes  draws  one  of  thofc 
dreadful  arrows,  which  never  milled  the  mark 
when  mot  by  him,  but  flill  inflicted  wounds 
that  were  incurable.  But  Mars,  who  favour- 
ed the  cruel,  yet  intrepid  Adraflus,  could  not 
bear  to  fee  him  fall  fo  foon  ;  for  he  was  re- 
folved  to  increafe  the  carnage,  and  prolong  the 
horrors  of  war.  Adrafuus  was  yet  fpared  by 
the  gods,  to  execute  their  juitice  in  puniming 
mankind  by  (bedding  human  blood.  At  the 
very  inftant,  when  Philoctetes  was  going  to 
attack  him,  he  received  a  wound  with  a  lance 
from  Amphimachus,  a  young  Lucanian,  more 
beautiful  than  the  famous  Nireus,  who,  in  that 
refpect,  was  inferior  to  none  of  all  thofe  who 
were  at  the  fiege  of  Troy,  except  Achilles  alone. 
No  fooner  had  Philodletes  received  the  wound, 
than  he  let  the  arrow  fly  at  Amphimachus,  and 
pierced  him  to  the  heart.  Immediately  his 
beautiful  black  eyes  were  quenched,  and  covered 
with  the  (hades  of  death.  The  vermillion  of 
his  lips,  more  lively  than    the  rofes  which  Au- 
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rora  fcatters  through  the  horizon  at  the  dawn 
of  day,  now  vanifhed,  and  a  deadly  palenefs 
oveifpread  his  cheeks.  That  face,  fo  delicate 
and  tender,  was  fuddenly  disfigured.  Philoc- 
tetes  himfclf  could  not  help  pitying  his  fate  : 
and  all  the  combatants  were  greatly  affected 
when  they  faw  him  fall  and  welter  in  his  blood  -, 
his  hair,  beautiful  as  Apollo's  golden  locks,  now 
trailing  in  the  duft.  Philodtetes,  having  flain 
Amphimachus,  was  obliged  to  quit  the  battle; 
his  ftrength,  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  beginning  to 
fail  him  \  and  ev^n  his  old  wound,  by  the  ef- 
forts he  made,  feeming  ready  to  break  out  again, 
and  renew  his  pains  ;  for  the  fons  of  Efcuia- 
pius,  with  all  their  divine  fkill,  had  not  been 
able  to  cure  him  entirely.  Behold  him  then 
upon  the  point  of  falling  on  a  heap  of  dead  bo- 
dies that  furrounded  him,  when  Archidamus, 
the  moft  high-fpirited  and  dexterous  of  all  the 
Oebalians,  whom  he  brought  with  him  to  found 
Petiiia,  carried  him  oft  from  the  engagement  at 
the  very  inftant  when  Adraftus,  with  eafe,  would 
have  laid  him  at  his  feet.  Nothing  now  could 
ftand  before  Adraftus,  or  flop  his  career,  all  his 
opponents  fell  or  bled.  He  rufhed  like  a  tor* 
rent,  that,  furmounting  all  obftacles,  fweeps 
away  with  its  rapid  flood  the  fields  of  com, 
flocks,  and  villages.  Telemachus  heard  at  a 
diftance  the  (houts  of   the  conquerors,   and  at 
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the  fame  time  faw  the  diforder  of  his  own  troops,- 
flying  before  Adraftus  as  a  herd  of  timorous 
deer  traverfe  the  vail  forefts,  woods,  mountains, 
and  even  the  moft  rapid  rivers  when  purfued 
by  the  huntfmen.  He  groaned  ;  and  indigna- 
tion lightning  from  his  eyes,  he  quits  the  place 
where  he  had  fought  a  long  time  with  much 
danger  and  glory.  He  runs  to  the  affiftance  of 
his  troops  ;  he  advances  covered  all  over  with 
the  blood  of  a  great  number  of  the  enemy, 
whom  he  had  laid  groveling  in  the  duft.  Even 
at  a  diftance  he  fhouted  fo  loud  as  to  be  heard 
by  both  the  armies.  Minerva  had  fwelled  his- 
voice  to  fuch  a  terrible  pitch,  that  all  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  echoed  with  the  found. 
Never  did  Mars  exalt  his  horrid  voice  with 
greater  force  in  Thrace  when  he  fummons  the 
infernal  Furies,  War  and  Death.  By  his  fhout- 
ing,  Teiemachus  infpired  the  troops  of  his  own 
fide  with  courage  and  fpirit,  while  he  froze 
the  blood  of  his  enemies  with  fear.  Even 
Adraftus  was  afhamed  to  find  himfelf  difordered, 
A  great  many  unfavourable  prefages  alarmed 
him,  and  it  was  rather  defpair  than  cool  cou- 
rage that  fupported  his  fpirits.  Thrice  did  his 
trembling  knees  begin  to  fink  under  him  ;  thrice 
did  he  recoil  without  thinking  of  what  he  did, 
A  deadly  palenefs  and  cold  fweat  overfpread  his 
body  and  his  limbs.     His  hoarfe  faultering  voice 
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could  hardly  pronounce  one  word  diftincl:  :  his 
fierce  gloomy  eyes  feemed  ready  to  ftart  from 
his  head,  and  all  his  motions  were  convulfive  ; 
fo  that  he  looked  like  Oreftes  agitated  by  the 
Furies.  Then  did  he  begin  to  apprehend,  that 
there  were  gods.  He  thought  he  faw  them  in- 
cenfed  againft  him  ;  and  heard  a  hollow  voice 
come  from  the  bottom  of  the  abyfs,  to  call  him 
to  gloomy  Tartarus.  Every  circumftance  ferved 
to  convince  him  that  an  invifible  celeftial  hand 
hung  over  him,  ready  to  fall  heavy  on  his  head. 
All  hope  was  extinguifhed  in  his  breaft ;  and 
all  his  intrepidity  forfook  him,  as  the  day-light 
difappears  when  the  fun  fets  in  the  bofom  of 
the  fea,  leaving  the  earth  enveloped  in  the  {hades 
of  night.  The  impious  Adraftus,  fuffered  to 
remain  too  long  on  earth,  if  men  had  not  ren- 
dered fuch  a  fcourge  neceftary ;  the  impious 
Adraftus,  I  fay,  now  draws  near  his  end.  He 
runs  headlong  to  meet  his  inevitable  deftiny,. 
attended  by  horror,  fharp  remorfe,  confirma- 
tion, fury,  rage,  and  defpair.  No  fooner  did 
he  perceive  Telemachus,  than  he  thought  he 
faw  Avernus  open,  and  the  flames  that  iflue 
from  the  dufky  Phlegethon  ready  to  devour  him. 
He  cries  aloud  ;  and  his  mouth  remains  wide 
open,  without  his  being  able  to  utter  an  arti- 
culate found.  Like  a  man  afleep,  who,  in  a 
frightful  dream  opens  his  mouth,,  and  makes  an 
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effort  to   fpeak  ;    but  his    tongue  fails  him,  and 
he  endeavours    to    ufe  it  in  vain.      With  preci- 
pitation and  a  trembling   hand    he  throws  a  ja- 
velin at    Telemachus  ;    who,   cool  and   intrepid 
as  the  favourite  of  the  gods,  covers  himfelf  with 
his  buckler.       Victory  feemed  already   to  fhield 
him,   as  it  were,   with  her   wings,   and   to  hold 
a    crown    fufpended    over   his    head  •    courage, 
calm  and  unruffled,    beaming  in  his  eye.     One 
would  have  taken  him  for  Minerva  herfelf,  fuch 
fagacity  and  prefence   of  mind  did    he    difcover 
arnidfr.  the  greater!  dangers.    The  javelin  which 
Adraftus    threw    having    been    r^pelhd    by   the 
fhield  of  Telemachus,    he    inftantly    unfheaths 
his  fword,   that  he  might  not   give   the    fon    of 
Ulyffes  time  to   launch  his  javelin  in   his  turn. 
Telemachus,  feeing  him  fword  in  hand,    forth- 
with unfheathed  his   own,  and    left   his  javelin 
unefTayed.      The  other    combatants  feeing  them 
thus    engaged  in   clofe   fight,    laid    down   their 
arms,    and  with  filent  attention  beheld  the  con- 
tefl,    expecting  that  it  would  determine  the  fate 
of  the  war.     Their  two  fwords,    gleaming   like 
the  flafhes  of  lightning   from  whence  the  thun- 
der breaks,   crofted    one   another    feveral   times, 
and  with  their    ineffectual    ftrokes   the  polifhed 
armour   rings.     The    combatants    extend   their, 
bodies,  and  contract  themielves  by  turns.  Some- 
times they  ftoop,   and  in  an  initant   rife  again  : 

M  6  it 
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at  laft  they  clofe.      The  ivy,    fpringing  at  ther 
root  of  a  wild  a(h,  does    not  clafp  more  clofely 
with  its  interwoven  branches  the  hard  and  knot- 
ty trunk,  till  it  reaches    the    higheft    branches, 
than    they    clafped  one  another.     Adraftus  had 
not  loft  any  of  his  ftrength,    and    Telemachus 
had  not   attained   to  his  full  vigour.     The  for- 
mer   feveral    times  endeavoured    to  furprize  the 
latter,   and  take  him    from  his  poize.      He  en- 
deavoured alfo  to  wreft  his  fword  from  him,  but 
in  vain  ;    for  at  that    inftant  Telemachus  lifted 
him  up,   and   flung  him   on    the   plain.      Then 
did  that  impious  man,    who  had  always  defpifetf 
the  gods,   difcover    a    daflardly  fear   of  death  ; 
and,    though    afhamed    to   afk   his  life,   yet  he 
plainly  {hewed  that  he  wiflied  for  it,    by   endea- 
vouring   to    move    the    pity     of    Telemachus. 
*'  Son  of  Ulyfles,"  faid  he,    "  now  am  I  con- 
vinced of  the  juftice   of   the  gods,,  who   punifil 
me  as  I  deferve.     By  misfortune    alone   are  the 
eyes  of  men   opened    to   fee    the  truth   which  I 
now  fee,   and  by  which  I  am  condemned  ;    but 
let  an  unhappy  king  remind  you  of  your  father,. 
who  is  far  from  Ithaca,    and    let   that    remem- 
brance touch  your  noble  heart."     Telemachus, 
who  held   him  down  with    his  knees,    and   had 
already   raifed    his    fword    to    plunge   it    in    his 
breaft,   immediately  replied  :    u  I  defire  nothing 
more  than  victory,  and    the  tranquillity  of  the 

nations. 
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siatiOns   that   I   came  to   fuccour.      I    take   no 
pleafure  in  fhedding  blood.    Live  then,  Adraftus, 
but  live  to  repair  your  faults  :    reftore  whatever 
you    have    unjuftly    feized  ;     re-eftablifh    peace 
and  juftice  upon  the  coaft  of  the  great  Hefperia, 
which  you  have  violated    by  fo   many   maffacres 
and  treacheries  ;  live,  and  become  another  man  ; 
learn  by  your  fall    that   the  gods   are  juffc  ;  that 
bad  men  are   miferable,    and  deceive  themfelves 
when    they    think    to    obtain  happinefs  by  vio-r 
lence,   cruelty,  and  falfehood  ;   laftly,    that  no- 
thing is  fo  fweet  and  cordial   as  the   practice  of 
fimple,    fledfaft  virtue.     Give  us  your  fon  Me- 
trodorus,   together    with   twelve   of    your  prin- 
cipal fubjects  as  hoflages."      So    faying,    Tele- 
machus    fufTered  Adraflus  to  rife,    and  held  out 
his  hand  to  him,    without  the  leaft  fufpicion  of 
treachery  ;    but  Adraflus   that   inflant   threw  at 
him  a  fecond  javelin,   very  fhort,  which  he  had 
hitherto  kept  concealed.     So  (harp  was  the  wea- 
pon,   and  with  fo  much  force    was   it    thrown? 
that   it    would  have    penetrated   the    armour   of 
Telemachus,    had  it  not    been  divine.      Mean- 
while, Adraflus  ran  behind  a  tree,,  to  elude   the 
purfuit   of  Telemachus,   who  thus  exclaimed  : 
"  Daunians,    you  fee  the  victory    is  ours  ;    the 
mifcreant  could  not  have  faved  himfelf,  without 
having  had    recourfe  to  treachery  5    and,  though 
he   is    not  afraid   of  the  gods,   he  is  afraid    of 
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death  :  whereas  thofe  who  fear  the  gods,  fear 
nothing  elfe."  Pronouncing  thefe  words,  he 
advanced  towards  the  Daunians,  making  a  fign 
at  the  fame  time  to  his  own  men,  who  were  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  tree,  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  the  perfidious  Adraftus,  who,  now  afraid  of 
being  furprifed,  feigned  to  return  the  way  he 
came,  and  would  have  opened  to  himfelf  a  paf- 
fage  through  the  Cretans,  who  oppofed  his  re- 
treat. But  Telemachus  immediately  darted 
upon  him,  quick  as  the  thunderbolts  which  the 
father  of  the  gods  hurls  from  the  lofty  Olympus 
on  the  heads  of  guilty  men,  feizes  him,  throws 
him  down,  and,  as  deaf  to  his  intreaties  as  the 
cruel  north  wind  when  it  levels  the  flender  ears 
that  gild  the  plain,  though  the  impious  caitiff 
attempted  once  more  to  abufe  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  he  plunged  his  fword  into  his  bofom, 
and  fends  him  headlong,  as  his  crimes  deferved, 
among  the  flames  of  gloomy  Tartarus* 
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Adraflus  being  dead)  the  Daunians  offer  their  hands 
to  the  allies ,  to  fignify  their  inclination  to  peace  ; 
and  defire    them    to  allow   them  to  chufe  a  king 
out  of  their  own  nation.     Neflor,    being  iricon- 
foleable  for  the  lofs  of  his  fon,  comes  not  to  the 
affembly  of  the  chiefs  ;    in  which  fevers!  give   it 
as  their  opinion?  that  the  lands  of  the  conquered 
ought  to   be   divided,   and  the  territory  of  Arpi 
ceded  to  Telemachus,      Far  from   accepting   this 
offer,  Telemachus  makes  it  appear  to  be  the  com- 
mon  interefl  of  the  allies  to  chufe  Polydamus  king 
of  the  Daunians,    and  to  leave  them  in  pojpjjion 
of  their  lands.      He  afterwards  prevailed  upon 
that  people  to  affign  the  country  of  Arpi  to  Dio- 
medes,  who  then  chanced  to  arrive  in  the  ca?np. 
The    troubles   being   thus    compofed,    the  feveral 
natiws  feparatey  in  order  to  return  home. 
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A  DRASTUS  was  no  fooner  dead,  than 
**•  •*-  the  Daunians,  far  from  regretting  their 
defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  their  chief,  rejoiced  at 
their  deliverance ;  offering  their  hands  to  the 
allies,  in  token  of  their  pacific  difpofition  and 
reconciliation.  Metrodorus,  the  fon  of  Adraf- 
tus,  whom  his  father  had  trained  to  maxims  of 
difiimulation,  injustice,  and  cruelty,  like  a  cow- 
ard, betook  himfelf  to  flight.  But  a  Have,  who 
had  been  his  accomplice  in  all  his  cruel  and  in- 
famous actions,  to  whom  he  had  granted  liberty 
and  many  favours,  and  who  now  attended  him 
in  his  flight,  thought  of  nothing  but  abufing 
his  confidence  from  a  mercenary  view  :  accord- 
ingly he  ftabbed  him  as  he  fled  in  the  back, 
cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  to  the  camp  of 
the  allies,  hoping  to  receive  a  great  reward  for 
a  crime  that  would  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
But  he  was  held  in  abhorrence  for  what  he  had 
done,  and  put  to  death.  Telemachus  could 
not  refrain  from  tears,  when  he  beheld  the 
head  of  Metrodorus,  who  was  young,  extremely 
beautiful,  and  naturally  of  a  good  difpofition, 
but  corrupted  by  pleafure  and  bad  example. 
H  Alas  !"  faid  he,  "  thus  it  is  that  young 
princes  are  fpoiled  by  profperity  ;  the  greater 
their  elevation  and  vivacity  are,  the  farther  do 
they  recede  from  every  virtuous  principle   they 

may 
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may  have  :  and,  perhaps,  that  would  now  have 
been  my  cafe,  had  not  I,  thanks  to  the  gods, 
by  the  misfortunes  1  have  undergone  from  my 
infancy,  and  the  inftruiftions  of  Mentor,  been 
taught  moderation.  The  Daunian  chiefs  in 
council  afTembled,  demanded  no  other  condi- 
tion of  peace,  but  that  they  (hould  be  allowed 
to  chufe  a  king  out  of  their  own  nation  ;  who, 
by  his  virtues,  might  wipe  out  the  {tains  with 
which  the  impious  Adraftus  had  fullied  the  royal 
dignity.  They  thanked  the  gods,  that  they 
had  cut  off  the  tyrant,  and  came  in  crowds  to 
kifs  the  hand  of  Telemachus,  which  had  been 
imbrued  in  the  blood  of  the  monfter,  looking 
on  their  defeat  as  a  triumph.  Thus,  in  a  mo- 
ment, did  that  power  vanifh  irrecoverably  which 
had  threatened  the  downfal  of  all  the  flates  of 
Hefperia,  and  made  fo  many  nations  tremble. 
Like  thofe  grounds  that  appear  firm  and  folid, 
but  are  gradually  undermined.  For  a  long 
time,  the  weak  attempts  to  fap  them  are  ridi- 
culed ;  no  alteration  appears,  no  part  finks  or 
gives  way,  or  feems  to  be  hollow  ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  whole,  by  little  and  little,  is 
undermined,  till  at  laft  all  at  once  the  ground 
gives  way,  and  opens  a  dreadful  gulph.  Thus 
power  acquired  by  violence,  injufh'ce,  and  fraud, 
how  much  foever  it  may  appear  to  profper,  digs 
a  pit  for  itfelf.  Fraud  and  oppreffton,  by  de- 
grees. 
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grees,  undermine  the  mod  folid  foundations  of 
legal  authority.  Power  acquired  in  that  man- 
ner is  admired  and  dreaded  ;  it  makes  the  world 
tremble,  till  it  vanifhes  in  a  moment,  and  finks 
under  its  own  weight.  Nor  can  it  ever  rife 
again  ;  having  overthrown,  as  it  were,  with  its 
own  hands,  the  true  pillars  of  power,  namely, 
good  faith  and  juflice;  by  which  the  love  and 
confidence  of  mankind  are  gained.  Next  day 
the  chiefs  of  the  army  afTembled  to  grant  a  king 
to  the  Daunians.  It  gave  them  great  pleafurs 
to  obferve  the  two  camps  united  by  fo  unex- 
pected a  friendfhip,  and  the  two  armies  become 
in  a  manner  but  one.  The  fage  Neflor  could 
not  afiift  at  the  council,  his  heart  being  quite 
broke  with  grief  and  old  age  ;  as  a  flower,  which 
at  the  dawn  of  day  was  the  ornament  arid  glory 
of  the  green  fields,  is  in  the  evening  overwhelm- 
ed, and  languifhes  beneath  the  beating  rain. 
His  eyes  were  become  two  fountains  of  tears 
that  never  ceafed  to  flow.  Far  from  them  fled 
balmy  fleep,  that  foothes  the  mofi:  poignant 
forrow  :  and  hope,  that  animates  the  heart  of 
man,  in  him  was  quite  extinguished.  All  kind 
of  nourifhment  was  diftafteful  to  the  unfortu- 
nate old  man,  and  even  the  light  grew  odious. 
The  only  wifh  of  his  foul  was  to  be  difengaged 
from  the  body,  and  to  defcend  into  the  endlefs 
fhades  of  Pluto's  empire.  All  his  friends  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  to  confole  him  in  vain  ;  he  had  no 
more  relifh  for  friendfhip  and  converfation  than 
a  Tick  man  has  for  food.  He  made  no  other 
reply  to  the  moil  endearing  expreffions  of  bis 
friends,  than  groans  and  fobs.  Now  and  then 
he  would  exclaim  :  "  O  my  fon  Pififtratus, 
Pififtratus,  Pififtratus,  thou  calleft  me,  I  fhall 
follow  thee,  Pififtratus  !  Thou  wilt  make  death 
agreeable,  my  dear  fon  !  I  defire  nothing  more 
to  make  me  happy,  than  to  fee  thee  again  upon 
the  banks  of  Styx."  Then  he  would  pafs  whole 
hours  without  fpeaking  ;  groaning  only,  and 
lifting  his  hands  and  ftreaming  eyes  to  heaven. 
Meanwhile,  the  princes  in  council  aiTembled 
were  waiting  for  Telemachus,  who  flood  by  the 
body  of  Pififtratus,  fcrewing  it  with  flowers  by 
handfuls  ;  adding  exquifite  perfumes,  and  feed- 
ing floods  of  bitter  tears  !  "  O  my  dear  com- 
panion," faid  he,  Ci  never  fhall  I  forget  that  I 
faw  you  at  Pylos,  followed  you  to  Sparta,  and 
met  with  you  again  upon  the  coaft:  of  the  great 
Hefperia.  Many  were  the  obligations  I  owed 
you  ;  I  loved  you,  as  you  did  me  ;  and  I  was 
no  flranger  to  your  valour,  which  would  have 
furpafled  that  of  many  famous  Grecian  warriors. 
Alas  !  it  was  your  valour  which  put  an  end  to 
your  days  ;  with  glory  indeed,  but  deprived 
the  world  of  the  benefit  of  your  virtues,  which 
would  have  equalled  thofe  of  your  father.     Yes, 
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in  a  more  advanced  age,  your  wifdom  and  elo- 
quence would  not  have  fallen  fhort  of  your 
father's,  which  were  admired  by  all  Greece. 
You  fpoke  in  a  manner  fo  infinuating,  that  it 
was  irrefiftible  :  there  was  a  fimplicity  in  your 
narratives  ;  you  was  endued  with  that  fagacity 
and  moderation  which  operate  like  a  charm  in 
pacifying  the  angry  and  paflionate  j  and  had 
acquired  that  authority  which  refults  from  pru- 
dence and  judicious  counfel.  When  you  fpoke, 
all  that  were  prefent  liftened  with  attention  ;  all 
were  prepoilefied  in  your  favour;  all  wifhed  that 
you  might  have  reafon  on  your  fide  ;  and  your 
fimple  modeft  eloquence  diflilled  upon  their 
hearts,  as  the  dew  falls  upon  the  tender  grafs. 
Alas  !  of  all  thefe  valuable  endowments  which 
we  pofTefied  but  a  few  hours  ago,  we  are  now 
deprived  for  ever.  Pififlratus,  whom  I  em- 
braced this  morning,  is  now  no  more  ;  nothing 
remains  of  him  but  the  fad  remembrance,  Had 
you  lived  to  clofe  the  eyes  of  Neftor,  and  your 
own  had  not  been  clofed  fo  early,  he  would  not 
have  feen  what  he  now  fees,  nor  been  the  moft 
wretched  of  fathers."  After  this  lamentation, 
Telemachus  directed  the  bleeding  wound  in  the 
fide  of  Pififlratus  to  be  warned.  Then  he  was 
laid  by  his  order  on  a  bed  of  purple,  where  his 
head  reclining  on  one  fide,  and  his  face  exhi- 
biting the  pale  livery   of  death,   he  refembled  a 

young 
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voun»  tree,  which,  after  it  had  overfliadowed  a 
large  fpace  of  ground,  and  extended  its  verdant 
boughs  towards  heaven,  had  been  ftretched  on 
the  earth  by  the  fharp  axe  of  the  woodman. 
No  longer  is  it  fupported  by  its  roots,  nourifh- 
ed  in  the  bofom  of  its  fruitful  mother  the 
earth  :  it  languifhes,  and  its  verdure  difappears  ; 
it  nods,  it  falls.  Its  branches,  which  before 
excluded  the  light  of  heaven,  now  fvveep  the  dufr, 
decayed  and  withered  ;  and  it  is  nothing  more 
than  a  log,  ftripped  of  all  its  beauty.  Thus 
Pffiftratus  become  a  prey  to  death,  was  taken 
away  in  order  to  be  laid  upon  the  funeral  pile. 
Already  the  flame  afcends  towards  heaven.  A 
company  of  Pylians,  with  flow  and  folemn  fteps, 
arms  reverfed,  and  downcaft  eyes  all  bathed  in 
tears,  conveyed  it  to  the  pile.  As  foon  as  it 
was  confumed,  the  afbes  were  inclofed  in  a  gol- 
den urn,  which  Telemachus,  who  fuperintend- 
ed  the  whole  ceremony,  committed  as  a  great 
treafure  to  the  care  of  Callimachus,  who  had 
been  the  tutor  of  Pififtratus.  "  Take  care," 
faid  he,  "  of  thefe  melancholy,  but  precious 
remains  of  him  whom  you  loved.  Keep  them 
for  his  father  ;  but,  before  you  prefent  them  to 
him,  wait  till  he  has  recovered  ftren^th  enough 
to  afk  for  them  :  what  at  one  time  excites  grief, 
at  another  time  aflwages  it."  Telemachus  then 
went  to   the   aflembly    of  the   allied  kings,   in 
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which  all  were  filent  as  foon  as  he  appeared, 
that  he  might  be  heard  the  better.  He  blufhed, 
and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  fpeak.  The 
acclamations  and  encomiums  beflowed  upon  him, 
for  all  that  he  had  done,  increafed  his  confufion  ; 
fo  that  he  wifhed  he  could  have  concealed  him- 
felf  from  their  view.  It  was  the  firft  time  he 
had  appeared  at  a  lofs,  and  difconcerted.  At 
laft  he  begged  it  as  a  favour  that  they  would 
forbear  any  further  panegyric.  "  Not,"  faid 
he,  "  that  I  don't  love  it,  efpecially  when  it 
is  beflowed  by  fuch  good  judges  of  merit  :  but 
that  I  am  afraid  I  fliould  grow  too  fond  of  it  ; 
for  it  is  apt  to  corrupt  the  heart,  and  make  us 
conceited,  vain,  and  prefumptuous.  We  muft 
endeavour  to  merit  praife,  but  not  be  too  much 
in  love  with  it  :  the  higheft  praife  refembles 
that  which  comes  not  from  the  heart,  Ty- 
rants, the  moft  vicious  of  the  human  race,  fl ill 
exact  from  fycophants  the  moft  extravagant  ap- 
plaufe.  What  pleafure  can  there  be  in  being 
praifed  like  them  ?  True  genuine  praife  is  that 
which  you  (hall  bellow  upon  me  in  my  abfence, 
provided  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  deferve  your  ap- 
probation. If  you  really  think  I  have  merit, 
you  ought  alio  to  fuppofe  I  would  chufe  to  be 
accounted  modefr,  and  to  defpife  vanity.  Spare 
me  then  if  you  really  efteem  me  ;  and  don't 
treat  me  as  one  enamoured  of  applaufe."      Te- 
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lemachus  having   thus  exprefTed  his  fentiments, 
took  no  further  notice   of  thofe  who    flill   con- 
tinued to  extol  him   to  the  Ikies,  and  his  indif- 
ference foon  put  a  flop    to    their   encomiums  ; 
for  they  began  to  be  afraid    of  giving   him  of- 
fence.     However,  the  whole  camp  admired  him 
more    and    more,    when   they  underftood   what 
regret  he  had  expreffed  for  Pififtratus,    and  how 
careful  he  had  been  of  his  obfequies.    The  whole 
army  was  more   affected  by  thefe  marks    of  the 
goodnefs  of  his  heart,    than  by  all  the  prodigies 
of  wifdom  and  valour  which    he   had  exhibited. 
"  He    is  wife,  he  is  valiant  !*'  faid  they    to  one 
another,  in  private,  "  he  is  beloved  by  the  gods, 
and  the  greateft  hero  of  the  age  :    nay  he  is  more 
than  human  !  yet  thefe  qualities  only  excite  our 
wonder  and   aitonifhment.      But  he  is  humane, 
benevolent,    a   faithful    and   affectionate   friend, 
companionate,    liberal,    beneficent,   and   wholly 
attached  to  thofe  whom  he    is    bound   to    love. 
He  is  the  delight  of  thofe  he  lives  with  :    he  has 
entirely  {haken  off  his  former  haughtinefs,  indif- 
ference, and  pride.       Thofe    his    good  qualities 
are    cf    general    ufe.     They    touch    the  heart  ; 
they  bind  our  affections   to  him  ;    they  make  us 
ft  fenfible  of   all  his   goodnefs,     infomuch  that 
we  would  willingly  lay  down    our  lives    for  his 
ad  vantage. "      When    this    difcourfe    was    over, 
they  began  to  deliberate  upon  giving  a  king  to 
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the  Daunians.  It  was  the  opinion  of  mofl  of 
the  princes  who  were  prefent  in  the  council, 
that  their  country  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
conquered,  and  the  lands  divided.  Telemachus 
was  offered  for  his  (hare  the  fertile  country  of 
Arpi,  which  bears  twice  a  year  the  rich  gifts 
of  Ceres,  the  delicious  prefents  of  Bacchus, 
and  the  ever-green  fruit  of  the  olive,  facred  to 
Minerva.  *6  That  country,"  faid  they,  "  will 
make  you  forget  the  poor  cottages  of  Ithaca, 
the  dreadful  rocks  of  Dulichium,  and  favage  fo- 
refts  of  Zacinthus.  Think  no  more  of  your 
father,  who  muft  have  perifhed  in  the  waves 
at  the  promontory  of  Caphareus,  by  the  venge- 
ance of  Nauplius,  and  the  refentment  of 
Neptune  ;  nor  of  your  mother,  who-muft  have 
yielded  to  her  lovers  fince  your  departure  ;  nor 
of  your  country,  whofe  foil  hath  not  been  fo 
much  the  care  of  the  gods  as  that  of  the  lands 
which  we  now  offer  you."  This  difcourfe  he 
heard  patiently  :  but  the  rocks  of  Thrace  and 
Theffaly  are  not  deafer  to  the  plaintive  fuppli- 
cations  of  defpairing  lovers,  than  he  was  to  all 
their  offers.  "  As  for  me,"  faid  he,  "  I  do 
not  much  regard  either  riches  or  pleafures  ;  of 
what  advantage  is  it  to  poffefs  a  greater  extent 
of  land,  and  to  have  the  government  of  a  greater 
number  of  men  ?  It  is  only  to  have  more  trou- 
ble and    lefs  liberty.      Life,  even  to  the  wifeft 
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and     mofl     moderate,*     is     Sufficiently     flocked 
with  misfortunes    and  difappointments*    without 
increafing   them   by    the    government    of  head- 
ftrong,    reftlefs,    unjuit,    treacherous,    and    un- 
grateful men.       To  defire  to  be  a  ruler  of  men, 
purely    for    one's  own    fake,    to    get   authority, 
grandeur,     and    pleafure,    is     to    defire   to    be  a 
tyrant,   a  mifcreant,    and  a  fcourge  of  mankind. 
On    the   other  hand,    when  one   defires  not    to 
rule  over  them  but  as  he  ought,   and    for   their 
good,    he  is   not  (o  much  their    ruler,    as    their 
tutor,     and    gets    nothing    by    it,     but    infinite 
trouble  ;  fo  that  he   is   far  from  defiring  to  ex- 
tend his    dominions.      The  fhepherd,  who  does 
not    butcher    his    flock,    who   expofes   his   life 
to   defend    them    from    wolves,     who    watches 
them    day    and   night,    and    conducts    them    to 
good  pafture,    is  not  folicitous  to  increafe  their 
number,    or  to  take  any  of   his  neighbour's,    for 
it    would   be  only  increafing  his    trouble.       Al- 
though, continued  he,    I  never  executed    the  of- 
fice of  king,  or  governor,  yet  I  have  learnt  from 
the  laws,    and    the  wife   men   that   made  them, 
how  difficult  it   is    to   govern    cities    and  king- 
doms.      I  am,  therefore,    fatisfied  with  my  poor 
Ithaca.     Small  and  poor  as  it  is,,    I  mall  acquire 
glory   enough,  if  I   rule  it    with  juftice,    piety, 
and  valour.      But  even  there,   I   fhall    but    too 
foon  afcend    the    throne.     May  the  gods  grant 
Vol.  II.  N  that 
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that  my  father  may  efcape  the  fury  of  the 
waves,  and  reign  in  Ithaca  to  extreme  old  age, 
that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  learning  a 
long  time  from  him  how  to  reftrain  my  own 
paffions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  moderate  thofe  of 
a  whole  nation."  He  afterwards  proceeded 
thus  :  "  Hear,  O  ye  princes,  in  council  aflem- 
bled,  what  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
you,  for  your  intereft.  If  you  affign  the 
Daunians  a  jufl  king,  he  will  rule  them  with 
juftice,  and  convince  them  how  much  it  is 
their  intereft  to  be  true  to  their  engagements, 
and  not  to  invade  unjuftly,  or  ufurp  the  pof- 
feflions  of  their  neighbours :  a  lefTon  which 
they  never  could  have  learned  under  the  wicked 
Adraftus.  While  they  are  under  the  govern- 
ment of  a  wife  and  juft  prince,  you  will  have 
nothing  to  fear,  efpecially  as  they  will  be  in- 
debted to  you  for  their  good  king,  and  for  the 
peace  and  profperity  they  enjoy.  Far  from  at- 
tacking you,  they  will  blefs  you  without  ceaf- 
ing,  and  both  king  and  people  will  be  the 
creatures  of  your  hands.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
you  mould  divide  their  lands  among  you,  thefe, 
I  apprehend,  will  be  the  confequences  :  they 
will  become  defperate,  and  renew  the  war  ;  and 
as  they  will  then  fight  for  their  liberty,  and 
have  juftice  on  their  fide,  the  gods,  who  are 
enemies   to   tyranny,    will    fight  in  their  behalf. 
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If  that  (hould  be  the  cafe,  fooner  or  later,  you 
will  certainly  be  worried,  and  your  prosperity 
will  vanifh  like  the  fmoke.  The  wifdom  and 
counfel  of  your  chiefs,  the  courage  of  your 
armies,  and  the  fertility  of  your  lands  will  fail. 
You  will  delude  yourfelves  with  vain  hopes,  en- 
gage in  ram  enterprises,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
good  men,  who  would  tell  you  the  truth.  Thus 
will  you  finlc  on  a  fudden  into  ruin,  and  it 
will  be  faid  of  you  :  "  Is  that  then  the  fiou- 
rifhi  ng  nation  which  pretended  to  give  lav/  to 
all  the  world  ?  They  now  fly  before  their  ene- 
mies, and  are  defpifed  and  infulted  by  other 
ftates.  This  is  the  work  of  the  gods ;  and  it 
is  what  an  unjuft,  proud,  cruel  people  deferved." 
Farther,  you  ought  to  confider,  that  if  you  (hould 
attempt  to  divide  among  you  this  conqueft,  you 
will  make  all  the  neighbouring  nations  unite 
againftyou.  Your  confederacy  formed  to  de- 
fend the  common  liberty  of  Hefperia  againft 
Adraftus,  will  render  itfelf  odious,  and  you  will 
be  juftly  charged  by  all  nations  with  afpiring  to 
univerfal  defpotifm.  But  fuppofe  you  fhould 
conquer  the  Daunians,  and  the  other  ftates,  I 
will  now  make  it  appear,  that  even  that  fuc- 
cefs  would  prove  your  ruin.  Confider  then  in 
the  firft  place,  that  fuch  an  enterprize  would 
break  your  union  :  as  it  is  not  founded  upon 
juftice,  you  will  have  no  rule  to  determine  your 
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feveral  pretenfions  ;  each  of  you  will  expect 
that  his  (hare  fhould  be  proportioned  to  his 
power,  and  there  is  none  of  you  that  will  have 
authority  enough  to  make  the  reft  agree  to  his 
diftributicn.  The  confequence  will  be  a  war, 
of  which  your  grandchildren  may  not  fee  the 
end.  Is  it  not  better  to  be  guided  by  juflice 
and  moderation,  than  ambition  attended  with  fo 
much  danger,  and  fo  many  unavoidable  misfor- 
tunes ?  Are  not  profound  peace,  and  the  inno- 
cent agreeable  pleafures  that  accompany  it, 
chearful  plenty,  the  friendfhip  of  your  neigh- 
bours, the  glory  infeparable  from  juflice,  and 
the  authority  that  is  acquired  by  foreign  ftates 
referring  their  differences  to  you,  in  confe- 
quence of  their  efteem  for  you,  advantages  that 
far  outweigh  the  gratification  of  a  ridiculous  va- 
nity obtained  from  unjuft  conqueft.  O  ye 
princes  !  O  ye  kings  !  You  fee  I  am  quite  dif- 
interefled  in  what  I  fay.  Liflen  then  to  him 
who  is  fo  much  your  friend,  as  to  venture  to 
contradict  and  difpleafe  you,  that  he  may  tell 
you  the  truth."  While  Telemachus  har- 
rangued  in  this  manner,  with  an  authority 
which  they  never  bad  obferv.ed  in  any  other,  and 
all  the  princes  were  ftruck  with  wonder  and 
aftonifhment  at  the  wifdom  of  bis  counfels,  a 
confufed  noife  difTufed  itfelf  through  the  whole 
camp,  and  at  laft  reached  the  place  where  the 
a  affembly 
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aflembly  was  held.  "  A  ftranger,  faid  they, 
is  juft  arrived  upon  the  coafl:  with  a  troop  of 
armed  men.  He  has  a  noble  niein,  and  all  the 
appearance  of  a  hero  :  one  may  eafily  fee,  that  he 
hath  been  long  unfortunate,  but  the  greatnefs 
of  his  courage  hath  raifed  him  above  mUfor- 
tune.  At  firft  the  people  of  the  country,  who 
guarded  the  coaft",  were  refolved  to  attack  him 
as  an  enemy  who  had  made  a  defcent  with  a 
hoilile  intention  ;  but  he  drew  his  fword  with 
an  intrepid  air,  and  told  them  he  knew  how  to 
defend  himfelf  if  he  was  attacked,  though  he 
wifhed  fur  peace  and  hofpitnlity  :  according! r, 
he  held  cut  a  branch  of  olive,  as  a  fuppliant. 
His  requeft  being  complied  with,  he  defired  to 
be  conducted  to  thofe  who  had  the  government 
of  that  part  of  HeQ>eria,  and  accordingly  they 
are  bringing  him  hither  to  prefent  him  to  the 
kings  here  afTembled."  This  account  had 
fcarce  been  given,  when  the  ftranger  appeared, 
with  an  air  of  majefry  that  furprifed  the  whole 
affembly.  He  might  have  eafily  pafTed  for  the 
gud  Mars,  when  he  aiTembles  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  Thrace  his  blood-thirfty  troops.  He 
addreffed  the  chiefs  thus  :  w  O  ye  fhepherds  of 
th^  people,  who  doubtlefs  are  here  afTembled 
either  to  defend  your  country  againft  its  ene- 
mies, or  to  enforce  the  mod  juft  laws,  vouch- 
fafe  to  hear    a  man,    whom  fortune. hath  perfe- 
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cuted.  May  the  gods  grant  you  may  never  meet 
with  fiich  misfortunes.  I  am  Diomedes,  king 
of  Etolia,  who  wounded  Venus  at  the  fiege 
of  Trov.  The  vengeance  of  that  goddefs  now 
purfues  me  through  the  univerfe,  and  Neptune, 
who  can  refufe  nothing  to  the  divine  daughter 
of  the  fea,  hath  abandoned  me  to  the  rage  of 
winds  and  waves,  which  have  often  dafhed  my 
Ihips  to  pieces  againff.  the  rocks.  The  in- 
exorable Venus  hath  left  me  no  hope  of  ever 
feeing  again  my  kingdom,  my  family,  and  the 
fweet  natal  clime  where  I  firft  faw  the  day  and 
drew  my  breath.  No,  I  mail  never  fee  again 
what  1  held  moir  dear  in  life.  After  having  been 
fb  often  ihipwrecked,  I  have  ventured  afhore  on 
this  ftrange  coaft,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  re- 
pofe,  and  a  fafe  retreat.  If  you  fear  the  gods, 
and  efpecially  Jupiter,  who  is  the  protector  of 
Grangers  ;  if  you  have  any  feelings  of  humani- 
ty, refufe  me  not  fome  barren  corner  in  this 
wide  extended  country,  fome  defert,  fome 
craggy  cliffs  or  fands,  where  I  may,  with  the 
help  of  my  companions,  found  a  city,  which 
may  be  at  leaft  a  melancholy  reprefentation  of 
the  place  of  our  nativity,  now  loft.  We  afk 
only  a  fmall  fpace  of  ground,  which  is  of  no 
ufe  to  you.  We  fhall  live  in  ftridt  friendfhip 
and  alliance  with  you  ;  your  enemies  fhall  be 
ours,   and  we  fhall  ever  be  attached  to  your  in- 
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terefts,  only  we  defire  we  may  be  allowed  to  ufe 
our  own  laws."  While  Diomedes  thus  addrefTed 
the  chiefs,  the  eyes  of  Telemachus  were  fixed 
upon  him,  and  all  the  different  paffions  by 
turns  appeared  in  his  countenance.  When 
that  majeftic  man  began  to  fpeak  of  his  long 
feries  of  misfortunes,  he  fondly  imagined  that 
he  might  poflibly  be  his  father.  But  as  foon 
as  he  had  declared  that  he  was  Diomedes,  his 
countenance  faded  like  a  fair  flower  defaced  by 
the  baleful  breath  of  ruthlefs  Boreas.  When 
Diomedes  afterwards  complained  of  the  unre- 
lenting rage  of  the  goddefs,  his  words  deeply 
affected  Telemachus,  by  reminding  him  of 
wha#  his  father  and  himfelf  had  fuffered. 
Mingled  tears  of  pity  and  joy  ran  down  his 
checks,  and  he  immediately  flew  to  embrace 
Diomedes.  "  I  am,  faid  he,  the  fon  of 
UlyfTes,  whom  you  knew,  and  who  was  of 
fome  fervice  to  you  when  you  carried  off  the 
famous  horfes  of  Rhefus.  The  gods  have  per- 
fecuted  him  as  well  as  you  without  pity.  If 
the  oracles  of  Erebus  do  not  deceive  me,  he  is 
ftill  alive,  but  not,  alas  !  for  me.  I  left  Ithaca 
to  go  in  queft  of  him,  and  now  I  can  neither 
find  Ithaca  nor  him.  You  may  judge  by  my 
own  misfortunes,  what  companion  I  mutt  feel 
for  thofe  of  others.  The  advantage  of  having 
been  unfortunate  is,   that  we  can  thereby  fym- 
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pathize  with  the  dirtre/Tes  of  others.  Although 
I  am  here  but  a  ft  ranger  myfelf,  I  can,  re- 
nowned Diomedcs,  the  moft  invincible  of  all  the 
Greeks  except  Achilles,  (for notwithstanding  the 
calamities  of  my  country  during  my  infancy, 
my  education  was  not  fo  bad  as  not  to  know  the 
glory  you  acquired  in  battle),  I  can,  I  fay,  pro- 
cure you  fome  amftance.  Thefe  princes,  whom 
you  fee,  are  endowed  with  humanity ;  they 
know  there  is  no  virtue,  no  true  courage,  no 
folid  glory  without  humanity.  Misfortune  gives 
a  new  iuiire  to  the  glory  of  great  men.  While 
iiiey  are  ftrangers  to  misfortunes,  there  is  forne- 
thing  wanting  to  complete  their  characters,  as 
their  lives  afford  no  examples  of  patienc%  and 
fortitude ;  and  every  heart  that  has  any  relifh 
fur  virtue,  fympathifes  with  it  in  diftrefs.  It 
{hail,  therefore,  be  our  care  to  comfort  you, 
fince  the  gods  have  brought  you  among  us  5  in 
fo  doing  they  have  dealt  kindly  by  us,  and  we 
ought  to  account  ourfelves  happy  that  we  have 
it  in  our  power  to  alleviate  your  dittrefs."  While 
he  fpoke,  Diomedes  eyed  him  with  attention 
and  furprize,  and  felt  a  ftrong  emotion  in  his 
heart.  After  they  had  embraced  one  another, 
as  if  they  had  been  long  intimate  friends,  Dio- 
medes exclaimed,  "  O  worthy  fon  of  UlyfTes,  I 
recognize  in  you  his  mild  afpeel,  his  graceful 
aclipn,  his  nervous  eloquence,    his  noble  fenti- 
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merits,  and  his  profound  wifdom/'  Then  Phi- 
locletes  likewife  embraced  the  great  fon  of 
Tydeus,  and  when  they  had  given  each  other 
an  account  of  their  misforrunes,  Philocletes  faid 
to  Diomedes,  "  Undoubtedly  you  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  fee  aeain  the  fao;e  Neflor,  who  has  juft 
loft  his  fole  remaining  fon  Pififtratus  j  a  path 
of  forrow  is  all  he  now  has  left  in  life,  and  that 
conducls  him  to  the  grave.  Come,  and  fee  if 
you  can  give  him  any  confolation  :  an  unfor- 
tunate friend  is  more  likely  to  do  it  than  any 
other,"  Then  they  went  both  together  to  the 
tent  of  Neftor,  who  hardly  knew  Diomedes 
again,  {o  much  had  grief  deprefTed  his  fpirits 
and  impaired  his  underftanding.  As  Diomedes 
could  not  help  fhedding  tears  at  firft  fighr,  the 
old  man's  grief  redoubled,  but  afterwards  it  was 
gradually  afiuaged  by  the  prefence  of  fuch  a 
friend.  It  plainly  appeared,  thac  his  affliction 
was  a  little  fufpended  by  the  pleafure  he  found 
in  recounting  to  Diomedes  what  he  had  fufFer- 
ed,  and  in  hearing,  in  his  turn,  what  had  be- 
fallen his  friend.  While  they  converfed  to- 
gether, Telemachus  and  the  other  chiefs  in 
council  afTembled,  v/ere  debating  the  queftion. 
concerning  the  country  of  the  Daunians..  Te- 
lemachus advifed  them  to  give  the  territory  of 
Arpi  to  Diomedes,.  and  to  chufe  for  king  of  the 
Daunians  Polydamas,   a  native  of  the   country, 
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and  an    ofEcer   of   diftinc~tion,    whom   Adraftu 
out  of  jealoufy  never  would  employ,    apprehen- 
sive left  the  fuccefs  of  his   arms  mould  be   attri- 
buted    to    his   general's    abilities,     and    himfelf 
thereby  deprived  of  the  glory,   which   he   other- 
wife  hoped  to  enjoy  without    a    rival.     Polyda- 
mas  had  often  intimated  to  him  in  private,    that 
he  rilked  too  much  both  his  life  and   his  crown, 
in    a    war   againft    fo   many  nations    combined, 
aud  would  fain  have    engaged  him    to   acl:  with 
more  moderation  and  juftice  towards   his    neigh- 
bours :    but  men   who  hate  the  truth,   hate  alfo 
thofe  who    have  the  courage   to    tell    it    them. 
They  are   not  moved  either   with   their  zeal,  or 
fincerity,  or  difintereftednefs.       A  delufive  pro- 
fperitv  hardened  the  heart  of  Adraftus  againft  all 
falutary  advice  ;  and,  notvvithftanding  his  flight- 
ing   it,    he  triumphed   every    day    over  his  ene- 
mies.    By  infult,    treachery,    and    violence,    he 
itill  brought  victory   to    declare    for    him ;    and 
none  of  the  misfortunes    which  Polydamas  fore- 
told   had  yet  enfued.      He  made   a  jeft  of    the 
timid  caution,   that  was  always  forefeeing  dan- 
ger,   and  Polydamas  became  fo  infupportable  to 
him,    that  he   divefted   him  of  all  employment, 
and  left  him  to  languifh  in  poverty  and  folitude. 
His  difgrace  at  firft  lay  very  heavy  on  him,    but 
it  foon  gave    him  what   he    had   never   hitherto 
poflcfled  ;   it  opened  bis   eyes  to   fee   the  vanity 
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of  grandeur.  He  grew  wife  at  his  own  expence; 
he  triumphed  in  his  misfortunes  :  he  learned  by- 
degrees  to  bear  affli&ion,  to  be  fatisfied  with  a 
little,  to  nourifh  his  mind  with  contemplation 
in  tranquillity,  to  cultivate  the  fecret  virtues, 
which  are  of  more  value  than  the  moft  fhining 
talents  ;  in  fine,  to  live  by  himfelf  free  and  in- 
dependent. He  took,  up  his  refidence  in  a  de- 
fert,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Garganus,  where  a 
hollow  rock  ferved  him  inftead  of  a  houfe,  a 
rivulet  that  fell  from  the  mountain  quenched  his 
thirft,  and  fome  trees  in  the  neighbourhood 
fupplied  him  with  fruit.  He  had  two  flaves, 
who  cultivated  a  little  field  :  thefe  he  aflifted 
with  his  own  hands,  and  the  land  rewarded 
them  abundantly  for  their  pains,  fo  that  they 
wanted  for  nothing.  They  had  not  only  plen- 
ty of  fruit  and  pulfe,  but  all  forts  of  fweet 
fmelling  flowers.  There  he  lamented  the  un- 
happy lot  of  thofe  nations,  who  are  undone  by 
the  abfurd  ambition  of  their  kings.  There  he 
expected  every  day  to  hear  that  the  juft,  though 
long-fufFering  gods,  had  taken  vengeance  on 
Adraftus.  The  greater  his  profperity,  the 
nearer  he  concluded  he  was  to  irrecoverable 
ruin  ;  for  fuccefsful  iniquity  and  imprudence, 
and  power  ftretched  to  the  height  of  defpotifm, 
are  the  forerunners  of  the  fall  of  kings  and 
kingdoms.     When    he    heard  of  his  death  and 
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defeat,  he  difcovered  no  indecent  joy,  either 
for  having  forefeen  them,  or  for  being  deliver- 
ed from  the  tyrant,  but  was  extremely  uneafy 
left  the  Daunians  fliould  be  dripped  of  their  li- 
berties. Such  was  the  man  whom  Telemachus 
recommended  to  a  crown.  It  was  fome  time 
fince  he  had  been  informed  of  his  virtue  and 
courage  ;  for,  in  purfuance  of  Mentor's  advice, 
he  diligently  enquired  into  the  characters  of  all 
thofe  who  were  in  any  confiderable  employment, 
not  only  in  the  nations  that  compofed  the  coiv- 
federacy,  and  ferved  in  the  war,  but  alfo 
among  the  enemy.  He  never  neglected  to  in- 
form himfelf  minutely  concerning  all  that  were 
eminent  either  for  talents  or  virtues.  The  allied 
princes  at  firft  difcovered  fome  reluctance  to  the 
placing  Polydamas  upon  the  throne.  M  We 
know,  faid  they,  by  experience,  how  formidable 
a  king  of  the  Daunians  is  to  his  neighbours, 
when  he  is  fond  of  war,  and  acquainted  with 
the  military  art.  Polydamas  is  an  able  officer, 
and  would  be  a  dangerous  enemy.,,  To  this 
objection  Telemachus  replied  :  **  It  is  true, 
Polydamas  is  acquainted  with  war,  but  then  he 
loves  peace,  and  thefe  are  precifely  the  qualifi- 
cations to  be  wifhed  for.  A  man  who  knows 
the  dangers,  difficulties,  and  difafters  infeparable 
from  war,  will  probably  be  more  cautious  of 
engaging  in  it,  than  he  who  has  had.no  experi- 
ence 
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ence  of  its  evils:  befides,  he  hath  had  an  op- 
portunity of  acquainting  himfelf  with  the  fvveets 
of  a  quiet  life,  and  he  always  condemned  the 
conduct  of  Adraftus,  of  which  he  forefaw  the 
fatal  confequences.  You  have  more  to  fear 
from  a  weak  and  ignorant  prince,  than  from 
on*  who  will  judge  and  determine  every  thing 
himfelf.  A  prince,  weak,  ignorant,  and  with- 
out experience,  will  fee  only  by  the  eyes  of  a 
capricious  favourite,  or  a  flattering,  reftlefs, 
ambitious  minifter.  Hence  will  he  blindly  en- 
gage in  war  without  intending  it,  and  it  will 
be  irnpoffible  for  you  to  depend  upon  him,  who 
cannot  depend  upon  himfelf ;  nor  will  he  be 
true  to  his  engagements,  fo  that  you  will  foon 
be  reduced  to  the  hard  neceffity,  either  of  de- 
stroying him,  or  being  deftroyed  by  him.  Is 
it  not  more  for  your  interefl,  more  fafe,  and  at 
the  fame  time  more  juft  and  noble,  not  to  abufe 
the  confidence  of  the  Daunians,  but  to  give 
them  a  king  who  is  worthy  of  a  crown  ?"  By. 
thefe  arguments  all  the  chiefs  were  perfuaded, 
and  accordingly  Polydamas  was  propofed  to  the 
Daunians,  who  waited  with  impatience  for  the 
council's  refolution.  When  they  heard  the 
name  cf  Polydamas,  they  immediately  exclaim- 
ed, "  Now  are  we  convinced  that  the  allied 
princes  have  no  finifter  views  in  regard  to  us, 
and  that  they  defire  a  lafting  peace,   fince   they 
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have  propofed  to  us  for  king  a  man  (o  virtuous, 
and  10  capable  of  governing  well.       If  they  had 
propofed  to  us  one  that  was  pufillanimous,  igno- 
rant, .and  effeminate,  we  (hould  have  concluded, 
that  their    intention  was    to  humble  us,    and  to 
unhinge  the  form  of  our  government.    A  conduct 
fo  artful  and  infidious,   would    have  excited    in 
us  a  violent  and  lading  refentment  :    but  by  re- 
commending Polydamas,    you  fhew  the  upright- 
nefs   of   your   intentions.     It    is    evident,    that 
your  views  in  relation  to  us  are  juft  and  honour- 
able,   fince  you  have  given  us  a  king  who  is  in- 
capable of  attempting  any  thing  againft  our  li- 
berty,   and  the  glory  of  our  nation.      We  can, 
therefore,    venture    to  declare  in  the  prefence  of 
the  juft  gods,    that  the  rivers  will  return  to  their 
fources   ere    we    ceafe    to    love  fuch    beneficent 
princes.      May  our    lateft  pofterity  be  informed 
of  the  benefit  now  conferred  upon  us,   and   re- 
new   from    generation    to  generation    the  peace 
of   the  Golden   Age  through    all    the  coaft    of 
Hefperia  !"      Telemachus    then    propofed,    that 
they    (hould    give   to   Diomedes    the    lands    of 
Arpi,    where    he    might    eftablifh    his    colony. 
"  Thefe  colonics,    faid  he,    will  be  indebted  to 
you  for  their  fettlement  in  a  country   at    prefent 
unoccupied.     Remember,  that  all  men  ought  to 
love  one  another ;    that    there    will    always    be 
more  land  than  can  be  fettled  $  and  that,  as  you 

muft 
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muft  have  neighbours,    it  is  better  to  have  thofe 
who  are    obliged  to  you  for  their   eftablifhment. 
Take   pity  on   an  unfortunate   king,    who  can- 
not  reach  his    native  country.     Polydamas  and 
he,  united    by    the  bands  of   juftice  and  virtue, 
which    are  the  only    lafting   ties,    will   procure 
you    an    uninterrupted    peace,    and  render    you 
formidable    to   all    thofe    neighbours    that    may 
think  of    aggrandizing   themfelves    at  your  ex- 
pence.     You  fee,    O  Daunians,   that    we  have 
provided  you  with   a  king,   capable   of  carrying 
the  glory   of  your  country   to  the  higheft  pitch. 
We  may  hope  then,    that    you    will    grant,   at 
our  requeft,    a  tract   of  land  which  is  of  no  ufe 
to  .you,     to    a    king    who    merits   all    pofTible 
afliftance."      The  Daunians,    in  anfwer  to  this 
propofal,     laid    they    could    refufe   Telemachus 
nothing,     fince    it    was   he    that    had    procured 
them    Polydamas     for    their    king,    whom  they 
immediately  went  to  find  in   his   defert,    in    or- 
der to    place   him  on  the    throne.     But,    before 
their  departue,    they    made  a  grant  of  the  fertile 
plains   of  Arpi    to  Diomedes,    there  to  lay    the 
foundations  of    a    new  kingdom.     This    fettle- 
ment  gave  great  pleafure  to    the  allies,    becaufe 
that  Greek  colony  might    be  able  to  aflift  them 
powerfully,    mould    the  Daunians   ever  attempt 
to  renew  the  encroachments,   of  which  Adraftus 

had 
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had  fet  them  a  bad  example.  The  princes  now 
refolved  to  feparate  :  accordingly  Telemachus 
marched  off  with  his  troop,  and  his  eyes  bathed 
in  tears,  after  he  had  tenderly  embraced  the  va- 
liant Diomedes,  the  fage  but  inconfolable  Nef- 
tor,  and  the  renowned  Philo&etes,  who  worthily 
inherited  the  arrows  of  Alcides. 
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Telemachus  upon  his  arrival  at  Salentum  is  furprifed 
to  find    the  country  Jo    well  cultivated \   and  Jo 
little  magnificence  in  the  city*      Mentor  explains 
to  him  the    reafons  of  that  alteration,  points  out 
to   him    the    errors    that     commonly  prevent    a 
Jlate's  fourijhing,    and  propofes  to  him  for  a  ?no~ 
del,  the  conduct   and  government   of  Idomeneus. 
Telemachus  then  difclofes  his  mind  to  him  in  re- 
gard to   his    inclination    to  efpoufe   Antiope,  the 
daughter  of  that  prince.       Mentor  agrees  with 
him    in  praijing    her  good  qualities,    and  ajfures 
him,   that  the  gods  had  defined  her  for  him  ;  but 
that  at  prefent  he  ought   to  think  of  nothing  but 
fetting    out  for  Ithaca,    and  delivering  Penelope 
from  the  irkfome  addreffes  of  her  fui tors, 

THE 
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ST?  H  E  young  fon  of  UlyfTes  glowed  with 
■**  impatience  to  be  with  Mentor  again  at 
Salentum,  and  to  embark  with  him  for  Ithaca, 
where  he  hoped  his  father  had  by  this  time 
arrived.  As  he  approached  Salentum,  he  was 
greatly  furprifed  to  find  all  the  neighbourhood 
cultivated  like  a  garden,  and  full  of  induftrious 
people,  which  at  his  departure  was  little  better 
than  a  defart,  and  concluded  that  it  was  the 
work  of  the  fage  Mentor.  Then  entering  the 
city,  he  perceived  fewer  artifans  for  the  luxuries 
of  life,  and  much  lefs  magnificence  than  he  had 
obferved  before.  This  change  difguited  him 
greatly,  for  he  was  naturally  fond  of  fhew  and 
fplendor ;  but  his  mind  was  foon  engrofled  by 
other  thoughts.  Seeing  Mentor  and  Idomeneus 
at  a  diftance  coming  to  meet  him,  his  bofom 
forthwith  throbbed  with  ftrong  emotions  of  ten^- 
dernefs  and  joy,  At  the  fame  time,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  great  fuccefs  in  the  war  againft 
Adraftus,  he  was  apprehenfive  left  Mentor 
fhould  not  be  Satisfied  with  his  conduct,  and, 
therefore,  as  the  fagc  approached,  he  endeavour- 
ed to  difcover  in  his  eyes,  whether  he  had  done 
any  thing  amifs.  After  Idomeneus  had  em- 
braced him  with  as  much  tendernefs  as  if  he 
had  been  his  own  fon,  he  flew  immediately  to 
the    arms  of   Mentor,    and   bedewed  him   with 

his 
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his  tears.  Mentor  then  faid  to  him  :  "  I  am 
not  diflatisfied  with  your  conduct.  You  have, 
it  is  true,  committed  great  faults  ;  but  then 
they  have  taught  you  to  know  yourfelf  better, 
and  to  be  more  diffident  than  you  was  before. 
One  often  reaps  more  benefit  from  his  mifcon- 
duct  than  from  his  heroic  exploits.  Great  ac- 
tions are  apt  to  fwell  the  mind  with  pride,  and 
to  infpire  the  moft  dangerous  prefumption  ; 
whereas  a  man's  errors  in  conducl:  make  him 
look  into  himfelf,  and  recall  that  wifdom 
which  profperity  had  exiled.  All  that  you  have 
now  to  do  is  to  be  thankful  to  the  gods,  and 
not  too  ambitious  of  the  praife  of  men.  You 
have  performed  great  actions,  but  if  you  will 
be  ingenuous,  you  muft  own,  that  but  a  fmall 
part  of  the  merit  of  them  is  due  to  you.  Is  it 
not  true  that  they  were  fuggefted  and  directed 
by  fomething  independent  of  yourfelf  ?  Would 
not  your  natural  heat  and  imprudence  other- 
wife  have  made  them  mifcarry  ?  Did  you  not 
perceive  that  Minerva  had,  as  it  were,  tranf- 
formed  you  into  fomething  above  yourfelf,  to 
enable  you  to  perform  what  you  have  atchieved  ? 
She  fufpended  all  your  natural  defects,  like 
Neptune  when  he  pacifies  the  {forms,  and 
holds  the  angry  billows  in  fufpenfe."  While 
Idomeneus  with  eager  curiofity  interrogated  the 
Cretans  who    returned  from  the  war,   Telema- 

chus 
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chus  was  liftening  to  the  fage  inftruclions  4>f 
Mentor.  In  the  courfe  of  their  converfation, 
cafting  his  eyes  around  him  with  furprize,  he 
exclaimed  :  "  What  a  change  is  here  !  I  can- 
not conceive  the  reafon  of  it.  Hath  any  cala- 
mity befallen  Salentum  fince  my  departure  ? 
What  is  became  of  that  magnificence  which 
then  appeared  in  every  part  of  the  city  ?  I  now 
fee  neither  gold,  nor  filver,  nor  precious  (tones  j 
the  drefTes  are  plain ;  the  buildings  which  they 
are  now  creeling,  are  neither  (o  large  nor  fo 
much  ornamented  as  they  were  then  ;  the  arts 
languifh,  and  the  city  is  become  a  folitude." 
Mentor  replied  thus  with  a  fmile :  "  Have  you 
obferved  the  condition  of  the  country  round  the 
ciy?"  "  Yes,  faid  Telemachus,  I  obferved 
that  the  fields  were  cultivated,  End  agriculture 
in  repute. M  "  Which,  faid  Mentor,  is  moft 
eligible,  a  city  adorned  with  marble,  gold  and 
filver,  and  a  barren  neglected  country  ;  or  a 
fruitful  well  cultivated  country,  with  a  city  in 
which  there  is  a  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  not 
much  magnificence?  A  large  city  full  of  arti- 
sans employed  in  promoting  luxury  and  a  cor- 
ruption of  manners,  with  a  poor  ill  cultivated 
country  about  it,  refembles  a  monfter  with  an 
enormous  large  head,  but  the  reft  of  the  body, 
for  want  of  ncurifhment,  meagre  and  extenuat- 
ed,  and    bearing   no  proportion    to   the    head. 

The 
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The  true  ftrength  and  wealth  of  a  kingdom  con- 
fift  in   the  number  of  the  people,   and  the  pro- 
duce of  the  lands.     Idomeneus  has  now  an  infi- 
nite number    of   people  indefatigably  laborious, 
through  the  whole  extent  of  his  dominions,   fo 
that  they  look  like  one  continued  city,    of  which 
Salentum  is  the  center.      We  have  tranfplanted 
from  the  city    to  the  country    the  hands    with 
which    the    former  was   overiiocked,    but    were 
wanted  in  the  country,    in  which  we  have  alfo 
induced  many  foreigners   to   fettle.     The    more 
thefe  people   multiply,   the    more  they  multiply 
by  their  labours  the  fruits  of  the  earth  ;    and  by 
fuch  a  peaceful  and  agreeable  multiplication,  the 
power    of  a  (rate  is    more   enlarged    than    by  a 
conqueft.     We  have  not    fuppreffed  in  the  city 
any  but  fuperrluous   arts,    which  divert  the  poor 
from  the  culture  of  the  lands    for  the  fupply  of 
real    wants,    and  corrupt   the  rich  by  introduc- 
ing   among    them  effeminacy    and  oftentation. 
Nothing  ha3  been  done  that   can  affect  the  fine 
arts,   or   thofe  who  cultivate  them  with    a  true 
genius.      Thus    Idomeneus    is     become    much 
more  powerful  now  than  when  you  admired  his 
magnificence  :    that  dazzling  outfide  concealed  a 
weaknefs    and   mifery    that    would    have    foon 
brought  his  empire  to  ruin  :   now  he  has  a  much 
greater  number  of  fubjeels,    and  maintains  them 
with  more  eafe.      Thefe  men  inured  to  labour 

and 
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and  hardship,  and  taught  to  defpife  death  by 
their  love  of  equitable  laws,  would  all  take 
arms  to  repel  an  enemy  who  fhould  invade  the 
lands  cultivated  by  their  own  labour.  Hence 
will  the  flate,  which  you  thought  on  the 
brink  of  ruin,  foon  be  the  wonder  of  Hefperia. 
Remember,  Telemachus,  that  there  are  two 
grievances  in  government  fcarce  ever  guarded 
againft,  or  redrefled.  The  firft  is  an  exorbitant 
illegal  power  aflumed  by  kings ;  and  the  fecond 
is  luxury,  followed  by  a  corruption  of  manners. 
When  kings  once  begin  to  think  that  their  ab- 
folute  wills  are  the  only  laws  they  are  bound  by, 
and  to  give  a  loofe  to  their  pafiions,  their  power 
indeed  is  uncontrolled.  But  by  the  exercife  of 
fuch  a  power,  they  fap  the  foundation  of  it 
for  they  have  no  longer  any  certain  rule  or 
maxims  of  government ;  every  one  vies  with 
another  in  flattering  them  j  and  the  number  of 
their  people,  who  are  now  flaves  and  not  fub- 
jects,  diminifhes  every  day.  Who  will  now  ven- 
ture to  inform  them  of  the  truth,  or  to  check 
the  torrent  of  their  power  ?  They  carry  all  be- 
fore them,  while  the  wife  lament  their  blind- 
nefs,  retire,  and  a  power  fo  exorbitant  can  be 
reduced  to  its  juft  limits  only  by  force,  and  a 
fudden  revolution  ;  but  the  blow  that  misrht 
have  reduced  it,  often  overthrows  it  quite  ;  for 
nothing  is   more  expofed   to  a  fatal   overthrow 

than 
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than  power  ftretched  too  far.  It  is  like  a  bow 
too  much  bent,  which  never  fails  to  break  at 
lafl  on  a  fudden,  unlefs  it  is  flackened  :  but 
who  is  it  that  will  venture  to  flacken  the  bow 
of  power  ?  The  heart  of  Idomeneus  had  been 
fo  much  corrupted  by  an  excefs  of  power,  that 
he  was  dethroned  by  his  fubjecSb,  but  not  cur- 
ed of  his  folly.  It  was  neceflary  that  the  gods 
ihould  fend  us  hither  to  difabufe  him,  in  re- 
gard to  that  exorbitant  defpotic  power,  for 
which  men  are  altogether  unqualified  j  fo  that 
a  kind  of  miracle  was  required  to  open  his  eyes. 
The  other  evil  almoft  incurable,  is  luxury  -3  for, 
as  arbitrary  power  is  the  bane  of  kings,  fo 
luxury  impoifons  a  whole  nation.  It  is  faid, 
that  luxury  maintains  the  poor  at  the  expence 
of  the  rich,  as  if  the  poor  could  not  gain  a  live- 
lihood, and  be  more  ufeful  in  multiplying  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  without  enervating  the  rich 
by  the  refinements  of  luxury.  A  whole  nation 
comes  by  degrees  to  look  upon  fuperfluities  as 
neceflaries  of  life,  and  to  invent  fuch  neceflaries 
every  day;  (o  that  they  cannot  difpenfe  with 
what  was  counted  fuperfluous  thirty  years  be- 
fore. Such  luxury  is  called  elegant  tafte,  the 
perfection  of  the  arts,  and  the  politenefs  of  a 
nation  ;  that  vice,  which  draws  after  it  an  in- 
finite number  of  others,  is  extolled  as  a  virtue, 
fo  that  the  contagion  extends  at  laft  to  the  very 
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dregs  of  the  people.  Thofe  of  the  royal  family 
will  imitate  the  magnificence  of  the  king  ;  the 
grandees,  that  of  the  royal  family  ;  thofe  in  the 
middle  ranks  of  life,  that  of  the  grandees  ;  for 
who  is  it  that  keeps  within  his  own  fphere  ? 
and  thofe  in  low  life  will  affe&  to  pafs  for  people 
of  fafhion.  Thus  all  live  above  their  rank 
and  income,  fome  from  vanity  and  orientation, 
and  to  difplay  their  wealth  ;  others  from  a  falfe 
fhame,  and  to  hide  their  poverty.  Even  thofe 
who  are  wife  enough  to  condemn  fuch  excefTes, 
yet  have  not  refolution  to  make  head  againft 
them,  and  to  fet  an  example  of  a  different  con- 
duct. Hence  a  whole  nation  goes  to  wreck  ; 
all  ranks  are  confounded.  The  defire  of  money 
wherewithal  to  make  a  figure,  corrupts  the 
beft  difpofed  mind  ;  wealth  is  the  fole  purfuit, 
and  poverty  is  accounted  fcandalous.  Though 
you  fhould  be  learned,  ingenious,  and  virtu- 
ous ;  though  you  fhould  inftruct  mankind, 
gain  victories,  fave  your  country,  and  facrifice 
your  all  for  its  honour  and  intereft,  yet  will 
you  be  defpifed,  if  your  talents  are  not  fet  off  by 
pomp  and  parade.  Even  thofe  who  arc  poor 
will  affecl:  to  appear  wealthy,  and  fpend  as  if 
they  really  were  lb.  To  fupply  that  expence, 
they  will  borrow,  they  will  cheat,  they  will 
have  recourfe  to  a  thoufand  indirecl:  methods. 
But  how  will  thcfc  diforders  be  remedied?    Only 

by 
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by  changing  the  tafte,  manners,  and  conftitutioti 
of  a  whole  nation.  But  who  will  undertake 
fuch  an  arduous  tafk,  unlefs  it  be  a  king  who 
is  a  philofopher,  and  who  by  fetting  an  example 
of  moderation,  may  bring  contempt  on  thofe 
who  affect  an  expenfive  fhew,  and  give  a  fanc- 
tion  to  the  manners  of  the  wife,  who  will  be 
glad  to  have  their  decent  frugality  fupported  by 
fuch  authority. "  Telemachus  hearing  thefe 
remarks,  was  like  a  man  juft  waked  from  a 
deep  fleep  :  he  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
Mentor's  words,  which  made  a  deep  impreflion 
upon  his  heart :  as  the  fkilful  ftatuary  engraves 
on  marble  what  features  he  thinks  proper  to  dif- 
play,  fo  as  to  give  it  delicacy,  life,  and  motion. 
At  firft  he  made  no  reply,  but  after  reflecting 
on  what  he  had  heard,  and  taking  a  view  of 
the  changes  which  had  been  made  in  the  city, 
he  faid  to  Mentor  :  "  You  have  made  Idome- 
ncus  the  wifeft  of  all  kings  3  fo  that  I  now 
know  neither  him,  nor  his  people  ;  and  what 
you  have  done  here,  I  own  is  infinitely  more 
glorious  than  the  victories  we  have  gained  :  for 
in  the  fucceffes  of  war,  bodily  ftrength  and  ac- 
cident have  no  fmall  fhare.  Of  the  glory  gain- 
ed in  war,  a  part  is  due  to  the  foldiers  3  but 
this  whole  work  proceeded  from  your  fagacity 
alone.  You  was  obliged  to  combat  the  falfe 
notions  both  of  king  and  people,  in  order  to  fet 
Vol.  II.  O  them 
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them  right.  The  fuccefies  of  war  are  always 
ruinous  and  fatal  to  many  :  here  all  is  the  work 
of  wifdom  more  than  human  ;  all  is  peace,  joy, 
and  beneficence,  and  manifefts  fupernatural  au- 
thority. When  men  are  ambitious  of  glory, 
why  do  not  they  endeavour  thus  to  obtain  it, 
by  doing  all  the  good  they  can  ?  How  much 
are  they  miltaken  with  refpect  to  true  glory, 
who  expect  to  find  it  by  laying  wafte  the  earth, 
and  fhedding  human  blood  !"  Great  joy  appear- 
ed in  Mentor's  countenance  when  he  perceived 
Telemachus  had  fuch  juft  notions  of  victories 
and  conquefts,  at  an  age  when  it  was  natural 
for  him  to  be  intoxicated  with  the  glory  he  had 
acquired.  He  then  obferved  :  "  It  is  true,  all 
is  proper  and  praife-worthy  thafc  hath  been  done 
here  ;  but  you  muft  know  that  fomething  greater 
and  better  might  have  been  done.  Idomeneus 
now  bridles  his  pailions,  and  ftudies  to  difcharge 
the  duty  of  a  king  :  but  {till  his  conduct  is  far 
from  being  free  from  blame  ;  the  unhappy  ef- 
fect; of  his  former  errors.  Even  when  men  are 
willing  to  forfake  vice,  it  feems  flill  to  purfue 
them  for  a  length  of  time.  Some  bad  habits 
ft  ill  remain  ;  the  natural  vigour  of  the  mind 
impaired,  inveterate  errors,  and  almoft  incur- 
able prejudices.  Happy  are  they  who  never 
quitted  the  path  of  virtue  !  they  attain  to  a 
higher   degree   of  perfection   in   the  practice   of 
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beneficence.  The  gods,  O  Telemachus,  will  cx- 
pecl:  more  or"  you,   than  of  Idomeneus  j    becaufe 
you  was  taught  to  know  the    truth   in  your  in- 
fancy,   and  never  was  expofed  to  the  feduchon 
of    great    profperity.        Idomeneus,     continued 
Mentor,   is  not  destitute  of  judgment   and   dif- 
cernment;  but  he  is  too  attentive  to  the  detail  of 
bufinefs,  and  his  views   of  things  are  too  narrow 
and  confined    to    form  proper  plans.      It  is  not 
requifite  that  he,  who  is  placed  at  the  head  of  a 
nation,  mould  do   every  thing  himfelf,  in  order 
to  fhew  his    talents    for   government;   and  it  is 
the  height  of  vanity  to    imagine  it   poiTible    for 
him,  or  to  endeavour  to  make  the  world  believe 
that   it   is.     The  bufinefs  of  a    king  is  to  make 
choice  of  proper  perfons    to  govern  under  him, 
and  to  direct,  them  ;    but  he  is   not    to  concern 
himfelf  with  the  detail ;    for   that   would   be   to 
do    the    duty   of  thofe  who  are  fubordinate   to 
him  :    whereas    he    ought   only  to    make    them 
give   him   an   account    of   their  adminiftration  ; 
and  to  know  enough  of  it    to  be  able  to  judge 
of  that   account   with  fome  degree  of  precinon. 
He  may  be  juftly  faid  to  govern  extremely  welJ, 
who  judicioufly  chufes  thofe  that   are  to  govern 
under  him,  and  employs  men  according  to  their 
different  talents.     The  great  art  and  perfection 
of  government  confifls  in  governing  well    thofe 
who    are    veiled    with     the    executive    power  : 

O  2  thefc 


292        THE    ADVENTURES 

thefe  muft  be  watched,  proved,  checked,  pu- 
nimed,  encouraged,  advanced,  degraded,  fhifted 
from  one  place  to  another,  and  always  kept  in 
order.  For  a  king  to  pretend  to  examine,  look 
into  every  thing  himfelf,  argues  a  diftruft  of  his 
minifters,  and  a  littlenefs  of  mind  :  it  is  aban- 
doning himfelf  to  a  mean  attention  to  matters  of 
little  confequence,  which  confumes  the  time  and 
application  neceffary  for  great  affairs.  To  form 
great  defigns,  the  mind  muft  be  free  and  com- 
pofed  :  it  muft  meditate  without  reftraint,  whol- 
ly difengaged  from  the  difpatch  of  intricate  af- 
fairs. The  mind,  exhaufted  of  its  vigour  by 
fuch  an  application,  is  like  the  lees  of  wine, 
which  have  neither  ftrength  or  fpirit.  Thofe 
who  govern  by  retail,  are  always  determined  by 
the  prefent,  never  extending  their  views  to  a 
diftant  futurity,  or  looking  beyond  the  affair 
of  the  day  :  and  as  their  minds  are  engroiTed  by 
that  alone,  it  makes  too  great  an  impreftion, 
and  weakens  the  faculty  of  reafon  ;  for  there  is 
no  forming  a  found  judgment  of  affairs,  but  by 
comparing  them  all  together,  and  ranging  them 
in  a  certain  order,  fo  as  to  have  fymmetry  and 
dependence.  Not  to  adopt  this  rule  in  govern- 
ment, would  be  to  refemble  a  mufician  who 
fhould  be  fatisfied  with  inventing  melodious 
founds,  but  fhould  give  himfelf  no  trouble  about 
uniting  and  fymphonizing  them,  foasto  compofe 
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agreeable  and  affecting  mufic.  It  would  alfo  be 
acting  like  an  architect,  who  fhould  think  he 
had  done  every  thing  neceflary  in  collecting  large 
columns,  and  abundance  of  hewn  ftone,  with- 
out regarding  the  order,  or  proportion  of  the 
ornaments  of  his  edifice.  In  laying  out  a  fa- 
loon,  he  never  reflects  that  there  mud  be  a 
convenient  flair-cafe  ;  and  while  he  is  employ- 
ed upon  the  main  building,  he  never  thinks 
either  of  the  court  or  portico;  fo  that  his  work 
is  nothing  uut  a  confufed  afTemblage  of  magni- 
ficent parts,  not  at  all  fuited  to  one  another. 
Such  a  work,  far  from  doing  him  honour,  will 
be  a  moaument  to  perpetuate  his  fhame  ;  for  it 
will  mew,  that  the  architect  had  not  capacity 
fufficient  to  form  a  general  plan  of  his  work. 
Such  conduct  argues  a  narrow  confined  genius  ; 
and  he  whofe  capacity  rifes  no  higher  than  de- 
tail, is  only  fit  to  be  employed  in  a  fubordinate 
fiation.  Be  afTured,  my  dear  Telemachus,  that 
the  government  of  a  kingdom  requires  a  certain 
harmony,  like  mufic,  and  proportions  as  exact 
as  thofe  of  architecture.  If  you  will  allow  me 
once  more  to  borrow  a  comparifon  from  the  fine 
arts,  I  will  convince  you  how  moderate  the  ca- 
pacity of  thofe  is  who  govern  by  detail.  He, 
who  in  a  concert  only  fings  certain  parts,  how 
well  foever  he  may  acquit  himfelf,  is  frill  but  a 
finger  :    he  alone  who  conducts  the  whole  con- 
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cert,  and  at  once  regulates  all  the  parts  of  it,  is 
the  maiter-mullcian.  In  the  fame  manner,  he 
vwho  cuts  the  columns,  or  builds  a  part  of  the 
edifice,  is  but  a  mafon  ;  but  he  alone  who  hath 
planned  it,  and  hath  all  the  proportions  in  his 
head,  is  the  architect.  Thus,  thofe  who  la- 
bour, who  execute,  and  tranfact  the  greateft 
fhare  cf  bufinefs,  are  but  fubordinate  workmen, 
who  have  the  leaft  merit  in  the  administration. 
The  true  genius  who  governs  the  ftate,  is  he 
who,  without  having  any  hand  in  the  execution, 
directs  and  fuperintends  the  whole  ;  who  reflects, 
-who  plans,  who  looks  into  futurity,  and  revolves 
pafl  events  ;  who  arranges  and  adjufrs,  who 
takes  feafonable  precautions,  and  in  continual 
efforts  wreftles  with  mifchance  ;  as  a  fwimmer 
ftruggles  with  the  ftream,  employing  his  atten- 
tion day  and  night,  that  nothing  may  be  left  to 
accident.  Do  you  imagine,  Telemachus,  that 
a  great  painter  labours  incefTantiy  from  morn- 
ing to  night  to  fLnifh  his  pictures  the  fooner  ? 
No,  fuch  fervile  labour  and  drudgery  would 
quite  extinguish  the  fire  of  his  imagination,  and 
dcpicfo  his  genius  :  he  mud  work  by  Harts  and 
failles,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  tafle,  and 
the  impulfe  of  his  genius.  Do  you  imagine, 
that  he  fpends  his  time  in  grinding  colours,  and 
preparing  pencils  ?  No,  that  is  the  bufinefs  of 
his  pupils,      PI  is    part   is    to   meditate,    and  by 
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bold  touches,  to  infufe  majefty,  life,  and  paffion 
into  his  figures,  while  his  imagination  is  warm- 
ed with  the  thoughts  and  fentiments  of  the  he- 
roes he  intends  to  reprefent,  tranfporting  him 
to  the  ages  in  which  they  flouriihed,  and  recall- 
ing all  the  circumitances  of  their  fate.  But  to 
this  enthufiafm  muft  be  joined  judgment,  that 
the  whole  may  be  juft,  corredt,  and  duly  pro- 
portioned. Do  you  think,  Telemachus,  that  a 
lefs  elevated  genius,  and  lefs  capacity,  are  re- 
quired to  form  a  great  king,  than  a  great  paint- 
er ?  H  not,  it  follows  that  the  bufinefs  of  a  king 
muft  be  to  reflect,  to  plan  great  defigns,  and  to 
choofe  proper  perfons  to  execute  them  under  his 
direction."  To  thefe  obfervations  Telemachus 
replied  :  "  Methinks  1  comprehend 
you  have  faid  :  but  if  matters  are  to  be  man 
ed  in  that  manner,  a  king  wouk  be  often 
pofed  upon,  by  not  entering  himieif  into  the 
detail  of  bufinefs."  cc  That  is  your  mlftake," 
replied  Mentor.  "  To  prevent  a  king's  being 
impofed  upon,  it  is  fufficient  that  he  have  a 
general  knowledge  of  government  :  thofe  who 
have  no  principles  in  regard  to  bufinefs,  nor 
any  true  difcernment,  are  always,  as  it  were, 
groping  in  the  dark.  If  they  are  right,  it  is 
merely  by  accident,  for  they  do  not  know  ex- 
aclly  what  they  would  be  at,  nor  the  mark 
they  ought  to  aim  at  :    all  they  know  is,  to   be 
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diftruftful  and  fufpicious  ;  and  thev  are  actually 
more  diftrultful  of  honed  men  who  contradict 
them,  than  of  knaves  who  flatter  to  betray  them.. 
On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  have  principles 
to  direct,  them  in  the  management  of  affairs, 
and  who  are  acquainted  with  human  nature, 
know  what  they  are  to  expect,  and  the  means  of 
obtaining  it  :  at  leafl,  they  know  in  the  main, 
if  the  people  they  employ  are  fit  for  their  pur- 
pofes,  and  have  a  clear  comprehenfion  of  their 
views  and  defigns.  Further,  by  not  fubjecling 
them fe Ives  to  the  labour  of  detail,  they  can 
with  in  ;re  freedom  and  eafe  take  a  general  fur- 
vey  of  the  whole  adminiflration,  and  determine, 
whether  their  minifters  advance  towards  the 
principal  point  they  have  in  view ;  fo  that  if 
they  are  deceived,  it  can  hardly  be  in  refpect  of 
effentials.  Moreover,  fuch  kings  are  above  thofe 
little  jealoufies,  that  argue  a  low  mind,  and 
narrow  underflanding.  They  know  it  is  im- 
pofTible  to  avoid  being  fometimes  deceived  in 
g:eat  affairs,  as  there  is  a  neceflity  for  employ- 
ing in  them  men  who  are  (o  much  addicted  to 
deceit.  More  is  loll  by  the  irrefolution  pro- 
ceeding from  diitruft,  than  would  be  hazarded 
by  acquiefcing  in  a  little  imposition.  Happy 
thofe  who  are  deceived  only  in  matters  of  no 
very  great  confequence,  while  fuch  as  are  of 
importance   are    happily    forwarded  j   and    it    is 
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only  about  thefe,  that  a  great  man  ought  to 
give  himfelf  trouble.  Knavery  ought  to  be  fe- 
verely  punifhed  when  it  is  difcovered  :  but  men 
muft  lay  their  account  with  being  fometimes 
impofed  upon  in  trifles,  if  they  would  avoid 
impofition  in  matters  more  eflential.  A  tradef- 
man  in  his  (hop  fees  every  thing  with  his  own 
eyes,  and  does  every  thing  with  his  own  hands  : 
but  a  king,  whofe  dominions  are  extenfive,  can 
neither  fee  every  thing,  nor  do  every  thing,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  fee  only  what  regards 
matters  of  importance,  and  to  do  what  can  be 
done  by  none  of  thofe  who  are  fubordinate  to 
his  will."  In  conclufion  Mentor  faid  :  "  The 
gods  love  you,  Telemachus,  and  intend  to  distin- 
guish your  reign  by  a  wife  adminiftration.  All 
the  regulations  you  fee  here,  were  calculated 
more  for  your  inftruction  than  the  glory  of  Ido- 
meneus  ;  and  are  no  more  than  the  type  of 
thofe  that  will  one  day  take  place  in  Ithaca,  if 
your  virtues  do  not  fall  fhort  of  your  high  def- 
tiny.  But  it  is  now  time  to  think  of  quitting 
this  place.  Idomeneus  hath  prepared  a  veflel  on 
purpofe  to  carry  us  home."  Then  Telemachus 
opened  his  heart  to  his  friend,  though  with  fome 
reluctance,  in  regard  to  an  attachment  that  em- 
bittered the  thoughts  of  leaving  Salentum. 
"  Perhaps,"  faid  he,  "  you  will  blame  my  be- 
ing too  fufceptible  of  tender  inclinations   in  the 
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place  where  we  fojourn  :  but  I  fhould  be  con- 
tinually expofed  to  the  reproaches  of  my  own 
heart,  if  I  did  not  acquaint  you  that  I  am  in 
love  with  Antiope,  the  daughter  of  Idomeneus. 
No,  my  dear  Mentor,  it  is  not  a  blind  pafilon 
like  that  of  which  you  cured  me  in  the  ifland 
of  Calypfo.  I  have  felt  to  my  coft  how  violent 
that  paifion  was  with  which  Cupid  then  infpir- 
ed  me  for  Eucharis  ;  for  I  cannot  yet  pronounce 
her  name  without  emotion,  2nd  time  and  ab- 
fence  have  not  been  able  to  efface  her  from  my 
memory.  Such  dear-bought  experience  hath 
put  me  upon  my  guard.  But  as  for  Antiope, 
what  I  feel  is  of  a  very  different  nature  ;  it  is 
not  a  blind  violent  paffion,  but  taite,  efteem^ 
and  regard  to  merit.  How  happy  fhould  I  be, 
could  I  pafs  my  life  with  her  !  if  ever  the  gods 
ihall  reftore  my  father  to  me,  and  allow  me  to 
make  choice  ofaconfort,  Antiope  fhall  be  the 
perfon.  What  charms  me  in  her  is  her  filence, 
her  models  referve,  her  conftant  employment  ; 
her  induftry  in  fpinning,  weaving,  and  embroi*- 
dery  ;  her  attention  to  the  ceconomy  of  her  fa- 
ther's houfe,  fince  the  death  of  her  mother  ; 
her  contempt  of  the  ornaments  of  drefs,  and  her 
forgetting,  or  even  feeming  to  be  ignorant  of 
her  beauty.  When  Idomeneus  defires  her  to 
lead  the  dance  with  the  young  Cretan  ladies 
to  the  found  of  the   flute,   one  would   take  her 


OF     TELEMACHUS.  299 

for  the  ever-fmiling  Venus,  with  fo  much  grace 
does  fhe  acquit  herfelf;  and  when  he  carries 
her  to  the  chace,  fhe  difplays  no  lefs  majeily 
and  addrefs  in  fhooting  with  the  bow,  than 
Diana  amidft  her  nymphs.  Yet  of  all  thefe 
accomplimments  fhe  feems  herfelf  infenfible, 
even  while  fhe  is  univerfally  admired.  When 
fhe  enters  the  temples  of  the  gods,  bearing  the 
offerings  on  her  head  in  bafkets,  one  would 
imagine  that  fhe  was  herfelf  the  divinity  of  the 
place.  With  what  reverence  and  humility  have 
I  feen  her  facrince,  and  depreciate  the  wrath 
of  the  gods,  when  any  a£t  of  impiety  was  to 
be  expiated,  or  ill  omen  averted.  In  fine, 
when  fhe  appears  among  the  virgins  with  a  gol- 
den needle  in  her  hand,  one  is  apt  to  think  that 
Minerva  herfelf  is  come  from  heaven  in  human 
fhape  to  teach  the  liberal  arts.  She  animates 
the  reft  to  work,  and  banifhes.  wearinefs  and 
uneafinefs  by  the  charms  of  her  voice,  when  fhe 
fings  ail  the  marvellous  hiftories  of  the  gods. 
The  moft  exquifite  painting  foils  fhort  of  the 
delicacy  of  her  embroidery,  Happy  the  man, 
whom  gentle  Hymen  fhall  unite  to  her  !  the 
only  thing  he  v/ill  have  to  fear,  will  be  his  ir- 
retrievable lofs  in  cafe  he  fhould  furvive  her. 
1  here  call  the  gods  to  witnefs,  .my  dear  Me-n- 
tor,  that  1  am  ready  to  depart.  .Though  I 
fhall  love  Antiope  as  long  as  I  live,  yet  fn.e  fhall- 
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not  retard  one  moment  my  return  to  Ithaca, 
Was  another  indeed  to  poffefs  her,  I  fhould  pafs 
my  days  in  bitternefs  and  forrow :  but  I  am 
determined  to  leave  her,  although  I  know  that 
during  my  abfence  I  may  chance  to  lofe  her. 
I  will  not  mention  my  paffion  either  to  her  or 
her  father  j  for  you  are  the  only  perfon  I  ought 
to  confult,  until  UlyfTes,  re-eftablifhed  on  his 
throne,  fhall  declare  his  approbation  and  aflent. 
Hence  you  may  judge,  my  dear  Mentor,  how 
different  my  prefent  attachment  is  from  that 
blind  pafiion  which  I  had  for  Eucharis."  Men- 
tor replied  :  "  Telemachus,  I  am  fenfible  of 
the  difference  ;  Antiope  is  good-natured,  dif- 
creet,  and  unaffected  ;  fhe  does  not  think  it  be- 
low her  to  work  with  her  hands  ;  fhe  forefees 
what  will  be  wanted  ;  and  looks  to  every  thing: 
fhe  knows  when  fhe  ought  to  be  filent  -s  goes 
about  things  in  an  orderly  deliberate  manner, 
and  is  never  idle.  She  is  never  in  any  per- 
plexity or  confufion,  becaufe  every  thing  is 
done  in  its  proper  time  and  place.  The  good 
order  of  her  father's  houfe  fpeaks  her  praife, 
and  is  a  greater  ornament  to  her  than  her  beau- 
ty. Although  fhe  has  the  care  of  every  thing,, 
and  authority  to  reprove,  to  refufe,  to  retrench, 
(an  authority  that  makes  almoft  all  thofe  women 
odious  who  are  vefted  with  it),  yet  is  fhe  the 
darling  of  the  whole  family,  becaufe  they  do  not 
6  find 
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find  her  fubjecl:  to  paflion,  caprice,  levity,  or  ill 
humour,  like  other  women.  By  a  fingle  look 
fhe  can  make  herfelf  underftood,  and  every  body 
is  afraid  of  difpleafing  her.  She  gives  her  or- 
ders with  precifion,  requiring  nothing  of-  any 
but  what  they  are  capable  of  executing  ;  re- 
proving with  tendernefs  and  good-nature  ;  fo 
that  fhe  encourages  even  while  fhe  reproves. 
The  heart  of  her  father  with  perfect,  confidence 
repofes  on  her  ;  as  a  traveller  fatigued  by  the 
violent  heat  of  the  fun,  repofes  underafhadeon  the 
tender  grafs.  You  are  in  the  right,  Telemachus  ; 
Antiope  is  a  treafure  worth  feeking  in  the  re- 
moteft  corners  of  the  earth.  Her  mind  is  not 
fet  ofT  with  vain  trifling  ornaments,  no  more 
than  her  body  :  her  imagination,  though  lively, 
is  chafte  ;  fhe  never  fpeaks  but  when  it  is  pro- 
per ;  and  when  fhe  opens  her  mouth,  a  ftream 
of  fweet  perfuafion  and  unaffected  graces  flow 
from  her  lips.  When  fhe  begins  to  fpeak,  every 
body  is  filent,  then  fhe  blufhes  ;  and  is 
almoft  tempted  to  fupprefs  what  fhe  intended 
to  have  faid,  when  fhe  finds  herfelf  liftened  to 
with  fo  much  attention  :  fo  that  I  have  hardly 
ever  heard  her  fpeak  at  any  length.  Do  not 
you  remember,  Telemachus,  that  her  father  one 
day  fent  for  her,  and  fhe  appeared  with  a  mo- 
deft  look  under  a  large  veil  ;  when  fhe  fpoke 
only  to  pacify  Idomeneus,  and  intercede  for  one 

of 
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of  his  flaves,  whom  he  was  going  to  punifh 
feverely.  At  firfl  fhe  gave  way  to  his  anger, 
then  pacified  him,  and  at  laft  urged  what  fhe 
could  in  behalf  of  the  unhappy  delinquent. 
Thus,  without  making  the  king  fenfible  that  he 
had  been  too  much  hurried  away  by  pafiion,  fhe 
infpired  him  with  fentiments  of  pity  and  juftice. 
Thetis,  when  fhe  flatters  old  Nereus,  does  not 
with  more  mildnefs  pacify  the  angry  waves. 
Thus  Antiope,  without  afluming  any  authority, 
or  availing  herfelf  of  her  charms,  will  one  day 
mould  the  heart  of  her  hufband,  as  fhe  now 
touches  the  lyre,  when  fhe  would  draw  from  it 
the  nioft  ravifhing  notes.  Once  more,  Tele- 
machus,  I  fay,  your  love  for  her  is  rational  and 
juft,  and  the  gods  intend  her  for  you  ;,  but  you 
mud  wrait  till  you  have  obtained  the  confent  of 
UlyfTes.  I  commend  you  for  refolving  not  to 
difcover  your  paffion  to  her  ;  for  I  afTure  you, 
if  you  had  made  any  attempt  of  that  kind,  fhe 
would  have  been  offended  at  it,  and  you  would 
have  loft  her  efteem  ;  as  fhe  never  intends  to 
promife  herfelf  to  any,  one,  but  to  be  entirely 
at  the  difpofal  of  her  father.  She  is  determined 
too  to  efpoufe  no  man  that  does  not  fear  the 
gods,  and  obferve  all  the  rules  of  decorum. 
Have  you  taken  notice,  as  I  have,  that  fhe  ap- 
pears fddomer,  and  is  more  fliy  fince  your  re- 
turn, than  fhe  ufed   to   be  ?    She  is  no  ftranger 

to< 
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to  the  fuccefs  you  have  had  in  the  war,  nor  to 
your  birth  and  adventures,  and  the  talents,  the 
gods  have  beftowed  upon  you  ;  it  is  that  con- 
federation which  makes  her  fo  my  and  referved. 
Come,  Telemachus,  come,  let  us  prepare  to  fet 
fail  for  Ithaca.  I  have  now  nothing  more  to 
do  but  to  find  your  father,  and  help  you  to  a 
confort  worthy  of  the  golden  age  ;  for  if  me 
was  but  a  fhepherdefs  on  mount  Algidum,  in- 
ftead  of  being  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Sa* 
lentum,  you  would  be  extremely  happy  in  pof- 
fefling  fo  much  virtue." 
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Idomeneus,  uneafy  at  the  intended  departure   of  his 

two  guefls,    confults   Mentor  concerning  Jeveral 

difficult  matters  ;  telling  him,    that   he  could  not 

poffibly  fettle  them  properly  without  his  ajfifiance. 

Mentor  direcls  him  how  to  proceed ;    but  cannot 

be   diverted  from  his  purpofe  of  departing   with 

Telemachus.      However,  Idomeneits  makes  a  frejh 

effort  to  detain  them,    by   aivakening   the  youth's  - 

paffion  for  Antiope,    which  he  does   by  engaging 

Mentor  and  him   in  a  hunting  match,    and  per" 

fuading  his   daughter   to  accompany  them.      But 

Jhe  would  have  been  torn  to  pieces  by  a  wild b oar , 

had  not  fie  been  faved  by  Telemachus,  who  was 

very  unwilling  after  that  to  part  with  her,  and 

take  leave   of  the  king  her  father.      But  by  the 

encou- 
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encouragement  of  Mentor,  he  gets  the  better  of 
his  relu£fance9  and  embarks  for  his  native  coim- 
try. 

IDOMENEUS,  who  dreaded  the  depar- 
ture of  Mentor  and  Telemachus,  ufed  all  his 
endeavours  to  retard  it.  He  told  Mentor  he 
could  not,  without  his  afliftance,  terminate  a 
difference  that  had  arifen  between  Diophanes, 
prieft  of  Jupiter,  confervator,  and  Heliodorus, 
prieft  of  Apollo,  in  regard  to  the  prefages  taken 
from  the  flight  of  birds,  and  the  entrails  of  vic- 
tims. "  Why,"  faid  Mentor,  *  would  you 
concern  yourfelf  with  things  facred  ?  Leave  the 
decifion  of  them  to  the  Hetrurians,  who  have 
the  traditions  of  the  moft  ancient  oracles,  and 
are  qualified  by  infpiration  to  be  the  interpret- 
ers of  the  gods.  You  ought  only  to  employ 
your  authority  to  ftifle  thefe  difputes  in  their 
birth,  taking  care  not  to  (hew  any  prepofleilion 
or  partiality  to  either  fide  ;  and  to  maintain  the 
decifion  when  once  it  is  given.  Remember, 
that  a  king  ought  to  be  fubjecl  to  religion,  and 
without  ever  attempting  to  fubject.  it  to  his  re- 
gulation ;  for  it  comes  from  the  gods,  and  ibars 
fuperior  to  the  power  of  kings.  When  kings 
interfere  in  the  difputes  of  religion,  inftead  of 
protecting,  they  enflave  it.  So  great  is  the 
power  of  king?,  and  fo  fmall  that  of  other  men, 

thai 
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that  every  thing  will  run  the  rifque  of  being 
altered,  to  fuit  their  humour,  if  once  they  fhould 
aflume  a  right  to  determine  queftions  relating  to 
things  facred.  Leave  then  the  determinations 
of  them  entirely  to  the  minifters  of  the  gods, 
and  content  yourfelf  with  reftraining  thoie  who 
refufefubmifTion  to  the  judgment  they  pronounce. 
Idomeneus  then  complained  of  the  perplexity 
occafioned  by  a  great  number  of  law-fuits  be- 
twixt individuals,  which  he  was  prefTed  to  de- 
termine. "  Decide,"  replied  Mentor,  "  every 
new  quellion  which  tends  to  eitabiifh  general 
maxims  of  jurifprudence,  and  to  explain  the 
laws.  But  never  charge  yourfelf  with  judging 
particular  caufes  ;  otherwife  you  will  be  per- 
petually harrafied  by  their  number  and  variety, 
as  in  that  cafe  you  would  be  the  fole  judge  of 
your  people,  and  all  the  other  fubordinate 
judges  would  become  ufelefs.  The  labour  and 
drudgery  of  fuch  an  undertaking  would  be  in- 
fupportable,  and  by  attending  to  fmall  matters, 
you  would  neglecl:  fuch  as  were  important,  with- 
out being  able  to  difcufs  the  former.  Beware 
then  of  expoflng  ydurfelf  to  this  embarraflment  ; 
but  refer  the  cognizance  of  private  caufes  to  the 
ordinary  judges,  and  only  charge  yourfelf  with 
that  which  others  cannot  do  for  your  relief.  By 
obferving  that  rule,  you  will  acquit  yourfelf  of 
the  duty  of  a  king."     "  I    am  alfo    prefTed," 

faid 
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faid  Idomeneus,  "  to  bring  about  certain 
matches.  Thofe  perfons  of  high  birth,  who 
have  followed  me  in  all  my  wars,  and  loft  great 
eftates  in  my  fervice,  would  be  glad  to  repair 
them  by  marrying  certain  rich  heireffes,  and  it 
would  coil  me  but  a  word  to  procure  them 
thefe  advantageous  matches."  "  It  is  true," 
replied  Mentor,  "  it  would  coft  you  but  a 
word  :  but  then  that  very  word  would  coft  you 
too  dear..  Would  you  rob  parents  of  the  liberty 
and  confolation  of  choofing  their  fons-in-law, 
and  confequently  their  heirs  ?  That  would  be 
to  reduce  all  families  to  the  moft  wretched  ila- 
very  ;  and  to  make  yourfelf  the  author  of  all 
the  domeftic  woes  of  your  fubjecfo.  Marriage 
is  attended  with  trouble  enough,  without  adding 
to  the  bitternefs  of  it  by  fuch  a  conduct.  If 
you  have  any  faithful  fervants  to  reward,  aflign 
them  eftates  out  of  the  uncultivated  lands,  and 
add  to  that  rank  and  honours,  proportioned  to 
their  condition  and  fervices.  If  there  is  occa- 
fion,  you  may  alfo  prefent  them  with  fome  mo- 
ney out  of  that  paid  into  the  treafury  from  the 
funds  appropriated  to  your  own  immediate  ex- 
pence  :  but  never  pay  your  debts  by  encroach- 
ing on  the  rights  of  parents,  and  facrificing  the 
daughters  of  the  rich."  From  this,  Idomeneus 
made  a  fudden  tranfition  to  another  quefrion. 
u  The  Sybarites,"   faid  he,    "  complain,    that 

we 
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we  have  taken  pofTeflion  of  lands  that  appertain 
to  them,  and  aiEgned  them  to  the  ftrangers  we 
have  lately  drawn  hither  as  wafte  grounds  for 
cultivation.  Shall  I  yield  them  up  to  thefe 
people  ?  If  I  do,  every  other  neighbouring  ftate 
will  think  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  make 
a  claim  upon  me."  M  The  Sybarites,"  replied 
Mentor,  "  are  not  fufficient  evidence  in  their 
own  caufe  :  nor  are  you  in  yours."  <c  Whofe 
evidence  then,  faid  Idomeneus,  is  to  determine 
the  difpute  ?"  M  There  is  no  nece/Tity,'*  faid 
Mentor,  "  for  truiling  to  the  evidence  of  either 
party.  Let  fome  one  of  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions be  chofen  arbitrators,  who  are  not  iufpect- 
Cd  of  favouring  one  fide  more  than  another  ; 
fuch  are  the  Sipentines  :  their  interefts  and  yours 
do  not  clam  in  the  Jeaft."  "  But  am  I  obliged," 
faid  Idomeneus,  M  to  refer  it  to  any  arbitrator  ? 
Am  not  I  a  king  ?  Ought  a  king  to  allow  ftran- 
crs  to  determine  the  extent  of  his  dominions  ?" 
Mentor  thus  replied  :  "  As  you  feem  refolved 
not  to  part  with  the  lands  in  queftion,  you,  no 
doubt,  look  upon  your  right  as  facred.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Sybarites  continue  firm,  and 
infift  that  they  have  an  indubitable  right.  Ei- 
ther an  umpire  chofen  by  both  parties,  or  a  war, 
mud  decide  between  thefe  oppofite  pretenfions. 
There  is  no  other  expedient  left.  If  you  fhould  vifit 
a  republic,   where   there   was  neither  judge  nor 

magiftrate, 


OF    TELE  M  AC  H  US.  309 

magiflrate,  and  where  every  family  thought  they 
had  a  right  to  make  good  their  claims  upon 
their  neighbours  by  violence,  you  would  la- 
ment the  unhappy  condition  of  fuch  a  nation, 
and  look  with  horror  upon  fuch  anarchy,  as 
permitted  all  the  families  thus  to  make  war  on 
one  another.  Do  not  you  think  the  Gods  mud 
regard  the  whole  world,  which  is  but  one  great 
republic,  with  equal  horror,  fhould  each  nation, 
that  is,  each  family  of  the  great  commonwealth, 
think  it  had  an  undoubted  right  to  make  good 
its  claims  upon  the  neighbouring  nations  by 
violence  ?  A  private  perfon,  who  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  field  that  defcended  to  him  from  his 
anceftors,  cannot  maintain  himfelf  in  pofleffion 
of  it  but  by  the  authority  of  the  laws,  and  the 
decifion  of  the  magiflrate.  He  would  be  feverely 
punifhed,  as  guilty  of  feditioh,  if  he  fliould  take 
arms  to  preferve  even  what  juftice  has  awarded. 
Do  you  imagine  that  kings  are  judicable  in 
having  immediate  recourfe  to  violence  to  alTert 
their  claims,  before  they  have  made  trial  of 
every  amicable  method  ?  Is  not  juftice  to  be 
held  more  facred  and  inviolable  by  kings,  when 
whole  countries  are  concerned,  than  by  private 
families,  when  only  a  few  cultivated  fields  are 
in  queftion  ?  Shall  he  be  accounted  an  unjuft  in- 
vader of  another's  property,  who  .  wrongfully 
difpofTeffes  another  of  an  acre  of  ground  ;  and  he 

who 
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who  difpofTefles  another  of  whole  provinces,    be 
beemed  a  juft  man  and  a  hero?    If  men  are  apt 
to  be  prepoflefled,   to  be  blinded,  and  to  impofe 
upon  themfelves    in  regard  to  the   trifling   con- 
.  cerns  of  private   life,    is  there  not    more  reafon 
to  apprehend    that  will   be  the  cafe,    when   the 
queftion  regards  the   great   interefts   of  a  ftate  r 
Will  they  venture  to  truft    to  themfelves   upon 
an  occafion   when  they   have  fo  much  reafon  to 
be  diffident  ?    Will   they    not  be    afraid    of  de- 
ceiving themfelves,   in   a  cafe  wherein   the   mif- 
take  of  a  fingle  perfon  may  have  fucb  fatal  con- 
fequences  ?    For  the   miftake    of   a    king,    who 
works  himfelf  up    to  a    falfe    perfuafion    of  the 
juftice  of  his  pretentions,  is  often    the  occafion 
of  devaftations,   maflacres,   famines,    loffes,  and 
corruption  of  manners,  the  fatal  effects  of  which 
extend  to  very  remote  ages.     Ought  not  a  king, 
who  is  always  furrounded  by  fuch   a  number  of 
fycophants,    to  be  afraid  of  flattery    upon  thefe 
occafions  ?   If  he  confents  to  fubmit  his  claim  to 
arbitration,    he    thereby    difcovers    his    equity, 
honour,  and  moderation.     He  will  then   publifh 
the  folid  reafons  that  juilify  his  claim,   referring 
it  to  the  arbitrator  that   is  chofen,  as  an  amica- 
ble   mediator,    and    not    as    a    fovereign  judge. 
He  does  not  engage   to  fubmit  implicitly  to   his 
determination  :    but  pays  a  great  deference  to  his 
judgment.     The  arbitrator  is    not    veiled    with 

abfolut 
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abfolute  power  to  determine  thedifpute;  but 
he  makes  propofals,  and  by  his  advice  and  per- 
fuafion  prevails  upon  both  parties  to  part  with 
fomething  for  the  fake  of  peace.  If  a  king, 
notwithstanding  all  his  endeavours  to  preferve 
peace,  is  obliged  to  go  to  war,  he  will  at  lead 
have  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind,  the  ef- 
teem  of  his  neighbours,  and  the  protection  of 
the  juft  gods."  Moved  by  thefe  arguments, 
Idomeneus  confented  that  the  Sipontines  mould 
be  mediators  between  him  and  the  Sybarites. 
After  having  taken  this  refolution,  the  king 
finding  all  his  endeavours  to  detain  the  two 
ftrangers  were  ineffectual,  tried  an  expedient 
that  promifed  more  fuccefs.  He  had  obferved, 
that  Telemachus  was  enamoured  of  Antiope,  and 
he  hoped  to  hold  him  by  means  of  this  paflion. 
With  this  view  he  directed  her  to  fing  feveral 
times  during  the  feftivals.  She  would  not  dif- 
obey  her  father,  and  therefore  complied  with  his 
defire  ;  but  fhe  did  it  with  fo  much  modefty, 
and  fuch  an  air  of  melancholy,  as  plainly  fhevv- 
ed  how  much  it  was  againft  her  inclination. 
Idomeneus  even  went  fo  far  as  to  defire  her  to 
fing  the  victory  that  had  been  obtained  over  the 
Daunians  and  Adraftus  :  but  fhe  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  herfelf  to  fing  the  praifes  of  Telema- 
chus :  fhe  excufed  herfelf,  therefore,  in  a  re- 
fpeclful  manner,  and  her  father  would  not  ven- 
ture 
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ture  to  lay  her  under  any  reftraint.  Her  Tinging 
produced  great  rapture  and  emotion  in  the  heart 
of  the  young  Ton  of  Ulyffes  ;  and  Idomeneus, 
who  kept  his  ejes  fixed  upon  him,  was  much 
pleafed  when  he  perceived  it  :  but  Telemachus 
would  not  feem  to  be  aware  of  the  king's  de- 
figns.  Al  hough  upon  thefe  occafions  he  could 
not  help  being  greatly  affected,  yet  his  reafon 
maintained  a  fupenority  over  his  paflion  ;  fo 
that  he  was  not  now  the  fame  Telemachus  who 
had  been  fuch  a  flave  to  a  tyrannical  pafiion  in 
the  ifland  of  Calypfo.  While  Antiope  was 
finging,  he  liflened  in  profound  filence  ;  but 
(he  no  fooner  left  off,  than  he  immediately  be- 
gan to  talk  of  fome  other  fubject.  The  king, 
finding  this  expedient  had  not  the  defired  effect, 
refolved  at  laft  upon  a  great  hunting  match  for 
the  diverfion  of  his  daughter.  Antiope,  even 
with  tears,  expreffed  her  unwillingnefs  to  en- 
gage in  it  :  but  fhe  was  obliged  to  obey  her 
father's  command.  She  mounted  a  fprightly, 
foaming  fteed,  like  thofe  which  Caitor  trained 
up  to  battle,  and  managed  him  with  eafe.  A 
bevy  of  young  damfels  with  joy  attended  her, 
amidft  whom  (he  appeared  like  Diana  in  the 
foreff.  The  king  was  fo  charmed  with  the 
fight  of  her,  that  he  gazed  upon  her  inceffant- 
ly,  and  forgot  all  his  pafl  misfortunes.  Tele- 
machus gazed  upon  her  alfo,  more  affected  with 

her 
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her  modefty,  than  her  addrefs,  and  all  her  other 
attractions.  The  hounds  were  now  in  purfuit 
of  a  wild  boar  enormoufly  large,  and  as  fierce  as 
that  of  Calydon.  His  ftrong  hard  bridles  flood 
up  like  darts  ;  his  blood-fnot  eyes  glared  fire  ; 
the  found  of  his  breath  was  heard  afar  off  like 
the  hoarfe  murmur  of  the  raging  winds,  when 
iEolus  recalls  them  to  his  cave  in  order  to  ap- 
peafe  the  ftorm  j  and  his  long  tufks,  bent  like 
the  reaper's  fickle,  made  gafhes  in  the  trunks 
of  even  the  harden1  trees.  All  the  hounds  that 
ventured  to  approach  him  were  torn  in  pieces  ; 
and  the  boldeft  hunters  dreaded  to  overtake  him 
in  the  chace.  But  Antiope,  fwift-footed  as  the 
wind,  was  not  afraid  of  his  encounter.  She 
launched  a  dart  that  pierced  him  above  the 
/houlder.  The  blood  of  the  fierce  animal  flows 
in  a  torrent  from  the  wound  ;  the  pain  of 
which  increafing  his  fury,  he  turned  directly 
upon  her,  by  whofe  hand  it  was  inflicted.  An- 
tiope's  horfe,  notwithstanding  his  mettle,  was 
frightened,  and  recoiled  ;  but  the  monftrous 
boar  now  fprung  upon  him  with  a  force  like 
that  of  the  heavy  machines  with  which  the 
ftrongeft  walls  of  cities  are  aiTailed.  The  courfer, 
unable  to  fland  the  mock,  was  overthrown  : 
Antiope  fees  herfelf  difmounted,  no  longer  in 
condition  to  avoid  the  fatal  tufks  of  the  exaf- 
perated  boar  :  but  Telemachus,  attentive  to 
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guard  her  againft  all  danger,  had  already  alight- 
ed from  his  deed  ;  quick  as  the  lightning  he 
throws  himfelf  between  the  horfe  that  was  over- 
turned and  the  wild  boar,  juft  going  to  take  his 
revenge.  Having  a  long  javelin  in  his  hand, 
he  plunges  its  whole  length  into  the  fide  of  the 
dreadful  animal,  which  falls  and  bites  the  ground. 
Telemachus,  cutting  off  the  head,  which  ftill 
flruck  terror  when  viewed  fo  near,  and  afto- 
nifhed  all  the  hunters,  prefented  it  to  An- 
tiope.  She  blufhed,  and  confulted  the  looks 
of  her  father,  who,  after  his  great  alarm  at  her 
danger,  was  now  overjoyed  at  her  efcape,  and 
made  her  a  fign  to  accept  of  the  prefent.  As  (he 
took  it  from  the  bands  of  Telemachus,  me  faid 
to  him  :  "  I  thankfully  accept  from  you  a  more 
important  prefent  ;  I  am  indebted  to  you  for 
my  1  i f c . ' '  Thefe  words  had  no  fooner  pro- 
ceeded from  her  mouth,  than,  apprehending  me 
had  faid  too  much,  {he  flood  with  downcaft 
eyes  in  fome  confufion,  which  Telemachus  ob- 
serving, would  not  venture  to  make  any  other 
reply  than  this  :  u  Happy  is  the  fon  of  Ulyfles 
in  having  laved  a  life  fo  precious  !  but  happier 
ftill  would  he  be,  could  he  hope  to  pafs  his  days 
with  you."  Antiope,  without  making  any  an- 
fwer,  hurried  away  to  her  young  companions, 
and  mounted  her  horfe  again.  Idomeneus 
would  have  that  moment  promifed  his  daughter 
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in    marriage   to   Telemachus,   but  he    hoped  to 
enflame  his  paffion  more  by  keeping  him  in  fuf- 
pence,    and  even  fancied    that    the   defire  of  fc- 
curing  the  match  would  make  Telemachus  put 
off  his    departure    from    Salentiim.      Such    was 
the  fcheme  of  Idomeneus  :    but  the    gods  laugh 
at    human    wifdom  ;    for   that    which    prom i fed 
faireft  to  induce   Telemachus    to    ftay,  was  the 
very    circumftance    that    made    him    haften    his 
departure  :    the  emotions  he  began  to  feel  juftly 
infpired  him  with   a  diffidence   in   his  own  dif- 
cretion.     At    the   fame   time    Mentor  redoubled 
his  efforts  to   inflame    his    impatience   to  return 
to    Ithaca.       He  prefled    Idomeneus  to   let   him 
depart3    a  veffel  being  provided  and  ready  to  fet 
fail.     Thus  Mentor,  who  regulated    the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life,  in   order    to  raife  him  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  glory,    fuffered    him  to    remain 
no   longer    in    any    particular    place    than    was 
neceffary  for  the  exercife   of  his  virtue,    and  for 
the  purpofe  of  gaining  experience.     Mentor  had 
given  orders  to  get  ready  a  fhip  as  foon  as  Te- 
lemachus   arrived  ;    but    Idomeneus,    who    had 
perceived   this    precaution    with  the    utmoffc   re- 
gret, funk  into  a  deplorable   frate  of  forrow  and 
chagrin,    when  he   faw  himfelf  on  the    point   of 
being   forfaken  by   his  two  guefls,  from  whom 
he  had  received  fuch  benefit  and  afliftance.     He 
fhut  himfelf  up  in  the  mod  retired  part  of  his 
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palace,  where  he  vented  his  grief  in  tears  and 
lamentations.  He  neglected  the  neceffary  care 
of  fuftenance  :  fleep  no  longer  foothed  his 
poignant  forrows.  He  was  blafVjd  and  con- 
fumed  by  his  difquiet.  Like  a  lofty  tree,  whofe 
numerous  boughs  project  a  mighty  fhade,  when 
the  worm  begins  to  gnaw  its  ftern,  pervading 
thofe  delicate  canals  through  which  the  nou- 
rishing fap  is  circulated  :  this  tree,  though  it 
flood  iwifhaken  by  the  winds,  though  the  fruit- 
ful earth  nounfried  it  in  its  bofom,  refpecled  by 
the  axe  of  the  hufbandman  ;  from  fome  fecret 
caufe,  it  now  languifhes,  withers,  and  fheds 
thofe  leaves  that  were  its  chief  ornament,  fo 
that  nothing  remains  but  a  trunk  and  fome  de- 
cayed branches  covered  with  rotten  bark.  Such 
was  Idomeneus  in  his  grief;  with  which  Tele- 
machus  was  fo  much  affected,  that  he  was  afraid 
to  fpeak  to  him.  He  dreaded,  therefore,  the 
day  of  his  departure  ;  fought  pretexts  to  put  it 
off;  and  would  probably  have  continued  a  long 
time  in  fuch  irrefolution,  if  Mentor  had  not 
interpofed.  "  I  am  glad,"  faid  he,  "  to  find 
you  fo  much  altered.  You  was  by  nature 
haughty,  hard-hearted,  and  indifferent  to  every- 
thing but  your  own  intereft  and  convenience  j 
but  you  are  at  laft  become  a  man,  and  by  the 
experience  of  your  own  misfortunes,  you  have 
learned    to    fympathize    with    thofe    of    others. 
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Without  fuch  fympathy,  there   is   no  good  na- 
ture,  virtue,    nor    capacity  for  the  government 
of  mankind  :  but  it  muft  not  be  carried  too  far, 
nor  muft  an    unmanly  tendernefs   be  indulged. 
I  fhould  make  no  fcruple   to   fpeak    to   Idome- 
neus,    to  obtain  his  confent   to  your  departure, 
and  fpare  you  the  pain   and    uneaiinefs  of  fuch 
an  interview,    if  it  were  not  that   I  would   not 
have  you  enflaved  by  a  falfe  (hame  and  timidity. 
At  the  fame  time  that  you  manifeft  the  tender- 
nefs and   fenfibility  of  a  friend,  you    ought   not 
to  forget    the   firmnefs   and    fortitude    that   be- 
comes a  man.     We  muft  endeavour  not  to   give 
more  uneaiinefs  to  any  than  neceflity  requires  3  to 
fympathize  with  that  affliction  which  we  cannot 
avoid  giving,    and  alleviate  as  much  as    pofTible 
the  grief  we  cannot  abfolutely  prevent."     "  It  is 
with    a    view    to    that  alleviation,"    faid  Tcle- 
machus,  "  that  I  wifli  Idomeneus  were  appriz- 
ed of  our    intended    departure   by    your   mouth 
rather    than    by    mine."      Mentor    immediately 
replied  :    "  You  deceive  yourfelf,  my  dear  Te- 
lemachus  ;    it  is  with    you,    as   with  the  fons  of 
kings    clad  in  purple,    who   muft    be  humoured 
in  every  thing,    and  whom  all  nature  muft  obey, 
though    they  have    not  refolution  to  thwart  any 
individual  to    his   face.      Not  that   they  care  a 
ftraw  for  mankind  ;    or  have  ib  much  good  na- 
ture, that  they  are   afraid    of  giving  pain  ;  but 
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only  to  make  thernfelves  eafy.  For  that  reafon, 
they  do  not  love  to  fee  any  fad,  difiatisfied  coun- 
tenances about  them.  The  fufferings  and  dif- 
trefies  of  mankind  give  them  no  trouble,  pro- 
vided they  are  not  eye-witneiies  of  them  ;  v/hen 
they  hear  them  mentioned,  they  are  uneafy  and 
dejected  ;  and  therefore,  to  pleafe  them,  it  is 
iieeefTary  to  tell  them  always  that  every  thing 
goes  well.  While  they  are  indulging  in  plea- 
fures,  they  will  neither  hear  nor  fee  any  thing 
that  may  damp  their  joy.  Is  there  occafion  for 
reproving,  reclaiming,  undeceiving  any  one, 
or  for  controuling  the  abfurd  pa/lions  and  pre- 
tenfions  of  unreafonable  men  ;  they  will  al- 
ways employ  fome  other  perfon  for  that  pur- 
pole,  rather  than  fpeak  thernfelves  with  calm, 
and  decent  fortitude.  On  thefe  occafions,  they 
would  fuffer  the  moll:  unreafonable  favours  to  be 
extorted  from  them  ;  they  would  ruin  the 
moft  important  fchemes,  for  want  of  resolu- 
tion to  over-rule  the  opinions  of  thofe  whom 
they  every  day  employ.  When  men  obferve 
this,  their  imbecillity  is  at  once  known  ;  every 
one  endeavours  to  turn  it  to  his  own  advantage. 
They  prefs,  they  importune,  they  harrafs  them 
with  their  folicitations  -,  and,  by  dint  of  im- 
portunity, fucceed.  At  firft,  indeed,  they  flat- 
ter, and  offer  incenfe,  in  order  to  infinuate  them- 
fel/es  into  their  confidence  ;   which,  when  they 
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have  acquired,  and  even  obtained  feme  con- 
fiderable 'employment,  they  pufh  the,  influence 
fiill  farther,  and  bring  them  under  the  yok. 
which    they  bear    all    their   lives,    though    no. 

•   •  ~a   oMpn    fnme  vain  endea— 

without    repining,   and   even    lome  va 

vours   to    (hake    it   off.      They  would  fain  ap- 
pear independent  of  all  fed.  influence    but  fell 
are  governed  by  their  minions  :  and  in  ftAft  they 
cannot    do   without    a  leader  ;    refembhng    the 
We,k  flendervine,  unable  to  fupport  itfelf,  which 
always  dings    around    the   trunk    of    fome   tali 
tree.      I    will    not    fuffer  yoiV  Telemachus,  to 
fink  into  fuch  imbecility,  as  difqualines  a  man 
for  government.     You    who    pretend    to  be   fo 
tender-hearted,    as    not    to  be   able    to    fpeak  to 
Idomeneus,    will    think  no  more  of  his   diftrefs 
after  you  have  quitted  Salentum.      It  it  not   his 
grief  that  moves  you,  but  his  prefence  by  which 
you  are  difconcerted.      Go  now,  and  take  your 
leave    of  him  j    and    difplay   at    the   fame    time 
your   fenfibility    and    your   flrmnefs,    piofcfling 
your  forrow  at  parting,  but  infifting  at  the  fame 
time  on  the  neceffity   of  your  departure."     Te- 
lemachus  had    not    refolution    either    to  difobey 
Mentor,    or    to    go    to    Idomeneus.      He    was 
afhamed  of  his  timidity,    and  yet  had   not  cou- 
rage  to   get    the  better    of   it.       He    hefitated  ; 
then,  after    having   proceeded    a    few  fte'ps,    he 
would  immediately  return  to  Mentor,  and    urge 
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fome  new  pretext  for  putting  off  the  interview  : 
but  a  Tingle  look  from  Mentor  iilenced  him, 
and  all  hi*  fine  pretences  vanifhed.  "  Is  this 
then,"  laid  Mentor  fmiling,  c<  the  conqueror 
of  the  Daunians,  the  deliverer  of  the  great 
Hefperia,  and  that  fon  of  the  fage  Ulyffes, 
who  is  to  be,  after  him,  the  oracle  of  Greece  ; 
and  yet  has  not  fpirit  enough  to  tell  Idome- 
neus that  he  cannot  any  longer  delay  his  re- 
turn to  Greece  to  fee  his  father  ?  O  ye  people 
of  Ithaca,  how  unhappy  muft  ye  one  day  be, 
if  you  ffiould  have  a  king  enflaved  by  a  falfe 
fhame,  who  would  facriflce  the  moft  important 
interefts  of  the  ftate  to  little  womaniiTi  fcruples 
about  trifles.  See,  Telcmachus,  what  a  differ- 
ence there  is  between  valour  in  the  field,  and 
courage  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life,  You 
was  not  afraid  of  the  armies  of  Adraflus,  and 
yet  you  dread  the  affliction  of  Idomeneus.  It  is 
that  inequality  of  conduct,  which  brings  dif- 
honour  on  princes  who  have  performed  the 
greateft  exploits.  After  having  diftinguifhed 
themfdves  as  heroes  in  war,  they  appear  the 
moft  puilllanimous  of  all  men  in  the  ordinary 
occurrences,  where  others  acquit  themfelves 
with  fpirit."  Telemachus,  flung  with  thefe 
reproaches,  which  he  was  fenilble  were  juft, 
immediately  hurried  away  to  Idomeneus,  with- 
out fuffering  himfelf  any   more    to   be  diverted 
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by  his  fcruples  :  but  when  he  approached  the 
place  where  that  monarch  fat,  with  downcaft 
eyes,  languifhing  and  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
they  were  both  ftartled,  and  afraid  to  look  at 
one  another.  They  both  knew  each  other's 
thoughts  before  either  had  opened  his  mouth  ; 
each  was  afraid  of  the  other's  breaking  filence, 
and  they  both  burft  into  tears  together.  At 
laft  Idomeneus,  in  a  tranfport  of  forrow,  ex- 
claimed :  "  To  what  purpofe  is  it  to  tread  the 
paths  of  virtue,  if  her  votaries  are  fo  ill  reward- 
ed ?  After  you  have  fhewn  me  my  weaknefs, 
you  are  now  going  to  abandon  me:  well  !  I 
mail  now  relapfe  into  all  my  former  difficulties 
and  diftrefies.  It  is  in  vain  to  talk  to  me  any 
more  cf  governing  well  ;  no,  it  is  impoflible  : 
I  cannot  any  longer  endure  mankind.  Where 
would  you  go,  Telemachus  ?  Your  father  is 
no  more  :  you  feek  him  in  vain  ;  and  Ithaca 
is  in  the  hands  of  your  enemies,  who  will  put 
you  to  death  if  you  (hould  ever  return.  Some 
fuccefsful  (uitor  is  by  this  time  married  to  your 
mother.  Stay  then  with  me:  you  fhall  be  my 
fon-in-law  and  heir,  and  fucceed  me  on  the 
throne.  Even  during  my  life  you  fhall  have 
the  whole  management,  and  I  will  repofe  an 
unlimited  confidence  in  you.  But  if  thefe  of- 
fers cannot  move  you,  at  lead  leave  me  Mentor, 
who   is   my  fole  refource.     Speak,   anfwer  me, 
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and  harden  not  your  heart,  but  take  pity  on 
the  molt  unfortunate  of  men.  What  !  you 
make  me  no  reply  ?  Ah  !  I  fee  how  much  the 
gods  are  fet  againft.  me,  and  feel  their  indigna- 
tion more  than  I  did  when  I  killed  my  fon  in 
Crete."  Telemachus  at  lafr.  made  this  reply, 
with  a  timid  faultering  voice  :  •"  I  am  not  at 
my  own  difpofal,  but  am  called  by  the  Defti- 
nies  to  my  own  country.  Mentor,  who  pof- 
iefFes  the  wifdom  of  the  gods,  commands  me  in 
their  name  to  depart.  What  then  would  you 
have  me  do  ?  Shall  I  renounce  my  father,  my 
mother,  and  my  country,  which  ought  to  be 
ftill  dearer  to  me  than  they  ?  As  I  was  born 
heir  to  a  crown,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  chufe 
a  life  of  privacy  and  tranquillity,  or  to  indulge 
my  own  inclinations.  •  Your  dominions  are 
larger  and  richer  than  thofe  of  my  father  ;  yet 
I  ought  to  prefer  fuch  as  the  gods  have  deftined 
for  me,  to  thofe  which  you  are  fo  good  as  to 
offer  me.  Without  any  hope  of  fucceeding  to 
your  crown,  I  mould  think  myfelf  happy  could 
I.  have  Antiope  for  my  confort  ;  but  to  render 
myfelf  worthy  of  her,.  I  mufl  go  whither  my 
duty  calls  me  ;  and  it  is  my  father's  province 
to  demand  her  of  you  for  his  fon.  Have  you 
not  prcmifed  to  convey  me  to  Ithaca  ?  Was  it 
not  in  confequence  of  that  promife,  that  I  made 
the   campaign  with  the  allies  againft  Adraftus  ? 
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It  is   now  time  for  me  to  think  of  repairing  my 
own  domeftic  misfortunes.     The  gods,  by  put-* 
ting   me   into    the    hands    of   Mentor,    intends 
that  he  fhould  direct  me  how  to  fulfil   my  high 
deftiny.     Would  you  have  me  lofe  Mentor  too, 
after  I  have  loft   every    thing  elfe  ?   I  have  now 
neither  eftate,  nor  place  of  retreat,    nor   father, 
nor  mother,  nor  any  certain   home  :    all  I  have 
left  is  a  wife  and  virtuous  friend,    which    is   the. 
mod  precious   gift  Jupiter   can    beftow.     Judge 
whether    I   can  think  of  forfaking   him,    or  be- 
ing   forfaken    by    him  ?     No,    I    would  fooner 
part  with    my  life  :    to  part  with  life  is  nothing 
in  comparifon  of  parting  with  Mentor."    While 
Telemachus   was   fpeaking,    his  voice  gradually 
became    ftronger,     and    his    timidity    vanifhed, 
Idomeneus  did  not  know  what  anfwer  to   make, 
and  yet  he  could  not  aiTent  to  what  the   fon  of 
Ulyfles  had  fa i d .     But    when   he    had    nothing 
more  to  fay,    he  tried   at  lead:  to  excite  pity  by 
his  looks  and  geftures.      At  that  inftant,   Men- 
tor   appeared  before  him,   and  very  gravely   ad- 
drefTed  him  thus  :    "  Do  not  be  cad  down  ;  for 
though   we  muft  quit  you,   yet  the  wifdcm  that 
prefides  in   the  councils   of  the   gods  will    reft' 
upon    you.       You    ought   to    think  yourfelf  ex- 
tremely  happy   that  Jupiter  fent    us    hither    to 
prevent  the  lofs  of  your  dominions,  and  to  rec- 
tify   the   errors    of  your    conduft,     Philocles,. 
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whom  we  have  reftored  to  you,  will  ferve  you 
with  fidelity.  In  his  heart  you  will  always  find 
the  fear  of  the  gods,  the  love  of  virtue  and  the 
people,  and  companion  for  the  miferable.  Lif- 
ten  to  him,  and  treat  him  with  confidence  free 
from  rcferve  and  jealoufy.  To  draw  the  great- 
eft  advantage  pofiible  from  him,  you  mufl  charge 
him  to  tell  you  of  all  your  faults,  without  pal- 
liation. A  great  king  fhews  his  magnanimity 
in  nothing  more  than  in  providing  himfelf  with 
true  friends,  that  will  inform  him  of  his  faults, 
if  you  are  pofTeiTed  of  that  magnanimity,  our 
abfence  will  be  no  difadvantage  to  you,  and  you 
will  fiill  be  happy  :  but  if  flattery,  which  (teals 
into  the  heart  as  a  ferpent  glides  unfeen  beneath 
the  grafs,  fhould  find  the  way  again  into  your 
heart,  and  infufe  diftruft  of  difinterefted  counfel, 
you  are  undone.  D^o  not  fufTer  yourfelf  to  be 
caft  down  with  grief  j  but  endeavour  to  follow 
where  virtue  leads  the  way.  I  have  inftrucled 
Philocles  how  to  acl,  fo  as  to  make  you  eafy, 
and  to  deferve  your  confidence  ;  and  I  will  an- 
fwer  for  his  fidelity.  He  is  a  gift  that  the  gods 
have  given  you,  as  they  gave  me  to  Telemachus  : 
and  every  one  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  lot  ; 
it  fignifies  nothing  to  repine.  If  you  mould 
ever  have  occafion  for  my  afliftance,  1  will  re- 
turn to  you,  after  I  have  refiored  Telemachus 
to  his  father  and  his  country.     What  is  it  that 
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could  give    me    more   pleafure  ?   I  defire  neither 
wealth    nor  authority  on  earth;    but  only  to  be 
aflifting  to  thofe  who  are   friends  to  virtue   and 
juflice.      Beudes,    do  you  think  I  ever  can  for- 
get   the   confidence  and  friendfhip    with    which 
you  have  treated   me  ?''   Thefe  words  had  fuch 
an   effect:    upon   Idomeneus,    that    he   appeared 
quite  changed  :  his  heart  was  foothed  and  calm- 
ed,  as   the   angry  waves  and  black  tempefts  are 
alTuaged  by  Neptune's    trident,   fo  that  nothing 
of  his   violent  grief  remained,    but  a  gentle  re- 
gret,   or    tender    melancholy.     Courage,  confix 
dence,  virtue,  and  the  hopes    of    the  protection 
and  afliftance  of  the  gods,    began  again  to  dilate 
his  heart.     "  Well,  my  dear  Mentor,"  faid  he, 
"  it  feems  then  I  muft  even  be  content   to  lofe 
my  all,    and   yet   not  be  difheartened  !    tmt  you 
will  at  leaft  think  of  Idomeneus  when  you  have 
arrived  at  Ithaca,  where  your  wifdom  will  crown 
you    with    profperity.       Remember   that  Salen- 
turn  is  your  own  work,  and  that  here  you    have 
left    an    unhappy  king,    whofe   truft  is    in    you 
alone.       Go,    worthy  fon  of  Ulyfleo,  I  will  not 
feek  to  detain  you  any  more,,   nor  to  refill   the 
will  of  the  gods,  to  whom    I  was  indebted    for 
the  loan  of  fo  great  a  treafure.     Nor  will  I  any 
longer   detain   you,    Mentor,    the    greateft    and 
wifeft  of  all  men,  (if   a  man   can    be   fuppofed 

capable 
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capable  of  doing  what  I  have  feen  you  do,  and 
if  you  are  not  rather  a  divinity  who  hath  bor- 
rowed the  human  fhape,  in  order  to  inftrucV 
weak  and  ignorant  men)  go,  and  be  the  con- 
ductor of  the  fon  of  UlyfTes,  who  is  more  happy 
in  having  you  to  direct  him,  than  in  conquer- 
ing Adraftus.  Go  both  together  :  I  can  fay 
no  more  ;  forgive  my  fighs.  Go,  may  you 
live  and  be  happy  together.  Nothing  will 
yield  me  any  comfort  for  the  future,  but  the 
remembrance  of  having  once  poflefTed  you.  O 
ye  blifsful  days,  too  happy  days,  which  I  knew 
not  how  to  prize  fo  much  as  they  deferved  ! 
ye  have  palled  away  too  quickly,  and  will  ne- 
ver return;  never  will  thefe  eyes  furvey  again 
what  they  now  fee."  Mentor  feized  this  mo- 
ment to  depart,  having  firft  embraced  Philocles,. 
who  fried  tears  in  abundance,  but  could  not 
fpeak.  Telemachus  was  going  to  take  Men- 
tor by  the  hand,  that  he  might  extricate  him- 
felf  from  thofe  of  Idomeneus  ;  but  the  king 
advanced  betwixt  them  towards  the  harbour. 
He  gazed  at  them  and  groaned.  He  would  have 
fpoke,  but  fobs  and  tears  choaked  up  his  utter- 
ance. Meanwhile  were  heard  the  founds  con- 
fufed  of  mariners  that  fwarmed  upon  the  beach. 
The  ropes  were  ftretched,  the  fails  unfurled, 
and  the  favourable  gale  fprung  up.  Then  Men- 
tor 
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tor  and  Telemachus,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
took  leave  of  the  king,  who  held  them  a  long 
time  clafped  in  his  arms,  and  followed  them 
with  his  eyes,  until  he  could  diftinguifh  them 
no  more. 
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During  the  voyage,  Telemachus  makes  Mentor  ex- 
plain  feveral  difficulties  to  him,  touching  the  man- 
ner  of  governing  a  nation  well  ;  among  others, 
that  of  knowing  men,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
chufe  the  good,  and  avoid  being  deceived  by  the 
bad.  When  their  difcourfe  on  that  head  vjas 
almojl  at  an  end,  they  were  becalmed,  and  obliged 
to  put  into  an  ifle  where  Ulyjfes  had  arrived  juji 
before  them.  There  Telemachus  fees  him,  and 
fpeaks  to  him  without  knowing  him  :  but  after 
he  had  feen  him  embark,  he  feels  a  fecret  emo- 
tion, the  caufe  of  which  he  cannot  conceive,  till 
it  is  explained  by  Mentor,  who  confoles  him  by 
cffuring  him  that  he  would  be  foon  nub  his  fa- 
ther  again,  and  puts  his  filial  affection  and  pa- 
tience to  the  tefl  by  delaying  his  departure,  in 
order  to  offer  a  facrifice  to  Alinerva,      At  laft, 

the 
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the  godckfs  Minerva  re- a  (fuming  her  form ,  mskes 
berfelf  known  ;  and  having  given  Telctnachus 
her  laft  infiruftions,  difappcars.  Telemachus 
afterwards  arrives  at  Ithaca,  where  he  finds  hrs 
father  at  the  houfe  of  the  faithful  Eumeus. 

TH  E  anchors  being  now  weighed,  and  the 
wind  fvvelling  the  fails,  the  land  feems  to 
retreat ;  and  the  experienced  pilot  defcries  at  a 
diftance  the  mountains  of  Leucate,  whofe  tops 
are  hid  with  frozen  fogs,  together  with  the 
Acroceraunian  heights,  which  ftill  prefent  a 
proud  lofty  front  to  heaven,  after  having  been 
fo  often  mattered  with  thunder-bolts.  During 
the  voyage,  Telemachus  faid  to  Mentor  :  "  Me- 
thinks  I  now  comprehend  the  political  maxims 
which  you  have  explained  for  my  inftruction. 
At  firft  they  appeared  to  me  like  a  dream,  but 
by  degrees  they  become  more  clear  and  intelli- 
gible ;  as  all  objects  at  the  firft  glimmerings 
of  day-light  appear  indiftinct  and  confufed,  and 
in  a  kind  of  chaos,  which  vanifhes  infenfibly,  as 
the  light  increafes  to  diftinguifh  them,  and  re- 
ftore,  as  I  may  fay,  their  natural  forms  and  co- 
lours. I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  the  moft 
important  point  in  government  is  to  diftinguifh 
nicely  the  different  characters  and  talents  of 
men,  and  to  employ  them  accordingly  :  but 
how  fuch  difcernment  is  to  be  acquired,  is  what 

I  am 
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I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know."  Mentor  thus  replied  : 
"  To  know  men,  you  muft  not  only  ftudy 
them,  but  keep  their  company,  and  even  treat 
with  them  on  different  affairs.  Kings  ought 
to  converfe  with  their  fubjects,  make  them  fpeak 
their  fentiments,  confult  them,  and  prove  them 
by  inferior  employments,  of  which  they  mould 
exact,  an  account,  in  order  to  difcover  whether 
they  are  qualified  for  higher  offices.  How  was 
it,  my  dear  Telemachus,  that  you  learned  in 
Ithaca  to  know  the  nature  of  horfes  ?  Was  it 
not  by  feeing  them  often,  and  having  their  ex- 
cellencies and  defects  pointed  out  to  you  by 
perfons  of  experience  and  (kill.  Juft  in  the  fame 
manner,  in  order  to  know  men,  you  muft  com- 
mune about  their  good  and  bad  qualities  with 
other  wife  and  virtuous  men,  who  have  long 
ftudied  their  characters  ;  thus  will  you  infen- 
fibly  become  acquainted  with  them,  and  be  able 
to  judge  what  you  have  to  expedt  from  their 
qualifications.  What  was  it  that  taught  you  to 
diftinguifh  between  good  and  bad  poets  ?  Was 
it  not  the  frequent  reading  of  them,  and  talking 
of  them  with  thofe  who  had  a  tafte  for  poetry  ? 
What  was  it  that  made  you  a  judge  of  mufic  ? 
Was  it  not  your  diligent  attention  to  the  per- 
formances of  good  muficians  ?  Kow  can  any 
prince  hope  to  govern  a  nation  well,  if  he  is 
ignorant  of  human   nature  ?    And   how  can  he 

avoid 
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avoid  being  ignornt  of  it,  unlefs  he  lives  with 
men  ?  But  it  is  not  living  with  them,  to  fee 
them  in  public,  where  nothing  is  faid  on  either 
fide,  but  unimportant  trifles,  or  the  language  of 
art  and  premeditation  5  the  bufinefs  is  to  vifit 
them  in  private,  to  trace  all  the  fecret  fprings 
that  move  their  hearts  ;  to  probe  them  on  every 
fide  j  and  even  relieve  their  wants,  in  order  to 
difcover  their  maxims.  But  to  be  able  to  form 
a  found  judgment  of  men,  you  muft  begin  with 
knowing  what  they  ought  to  be ;  you  mud 
know  in  what  true  folid  merit  confifts,  that  you 
may  be  capable  of  diflinguiihing  between  thofe 
who  are  pofTefTed  of  it,  and  thofe  who  have  it 
not.  People  are  continually  talking  of  virtue 
and  merit,  without  having  any  clear  ideas  of 
them.  In  the  mouths  of  moft  men  they  are 
only  tine  words  without  any  determinate  mean- 
ing ;  the  frequent  ufe  of  which,  they  imagine, 
does  them  honour.  To  be  capable  of  determin- 
ing who  are  really  reafonable  and  virtuous,  we 
muft  have  juft  ideas  of  virtue,  reafon,  and  juf- 
tice  ;  and  to  know  whether  princes  obferve  the 
maxims  of  a  good  and  wife  government,  or  de- 
viate from  them  by  a  falfe  refinement,  we  muft 
know  what  thefe  maxims  are.  In  a  word,  as 
in  taking  the  dimenfions  of  feveral  bodies,  there 
muft  be  a  fixed  meafure  j  fo  there  muft  be  cer- 
tain fixed  principles  by  which  we  muft  regulate 

our 
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our  judgment.  We  mull  know  exactly  whac 
it  is  men  in  general  aim  at,  and  what  ought  to 
be  the  end  propofed  in  governing  them.  A  fo- 
vereign's  only  and  efTefttial  aim  is  never  to  ex- 
tend authority,  or  difplay  grandeur  for  his  own 
fake  j  for  fuch  ambitious  views  tend  only  to  the 
gratification  of  a  tyrant's  pride  i  but  he  ought  to 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  infinite  trouble  and  vexa- 
tion of  government,  in  order  to  make  mankind 
virtuous  and  happy.  Unlefs  that  is  the  mark 
he  aims  at,  he  gropes  in  the  dark,  and  rules 
at  random  all  his  life.  He  proceeds  like  a 
fhip  at  fea  without  a  pilot,  driven  to  and  fro, 
without  any  obfervation  of  the  heavens,  or 
knowledge  of  the  neighbouring  coafts,  of  con- 
fequence  inevitably  doomed  to  wreck  and  ruin. 
Princes  often,  by  not  knowing  in  what  true 
virtue  confifts,  know  not  what  they  ought  to 
look  for  in  the  characters  of  men.  According 
to  their  notions,  virtue  has  in  it  fomething 
too  rigid,  independent,  and  auftere  :  it  frights 
and  difgufts  them,  and  therefore  they  throw 
themfelves  into  the  arms  of  flattery  ;  from  that 
moment  they  lofe  all  fight  of  virtue  and  fin- 
cerity.  They  then  purfue  a  vain  phantom  of 
falfe  glory,  which  renders  them  unworthy  of 
the  true.  In  a  fhort  time  they  begin  to  fancy 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  true  virtue  upon 
earth  :    for   though    the    good    can    diftinguifh 

the 
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the  bad,  the  wi:ked  cannot  diftinguifh  the  vir- 
tuous, nor  can  be  perfuaded  that  there  are 
any  fuch  in  the  world.  Ail  that  thefe  princes 
know,  is  to  diftiuft  good  and  bad  alike  ;  to 
fhut  themfeWes  up  in  their  palaces,  and  hide 
themfelves  from  the  fight  of  men.  Their  jea- 
loufy  extends  to  the  mereft.  trifles,  and,  as 
they  dread  mankind,  fo  are  they  dreaded  by 
them.  They  fhun  the  light,  and  are  afraid 
of  appearing  in  their  natural  colours  ;  but  how 
much  foever  they  wifh  to  conceal  their  true 
characters,  they  are  always  known  :  for  the 
malicious  curiofity  of  their  fubje£rs  lets  no- 
thing efcape  it  that  regards  them,  while  they 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  what  regards  their 
fubjecls.  Thofe  fel  fifli  fycophants  by  whom 
they  are  conftantly  beftt,  are  extremely  glad 
to  find  them  inacccfllble  to  all  others.  A  king 
thus  inacceffible  but  to  a  few,  is  alfo  inac- 
ceflible  to  truth  :  for  thofe  who  would  open 
his  eyes  are  rendered  odious  to  him  by  calum- 
ny and  mifreprefentation,  and  thereby  kept  at 
a  diftancc.  Such  fovereigns  pafs  their  lives 
in  a  gloomy,  unfociable  grandeur,  always  afraid 
of  being  the  victims  of  deceit,  which  they  not- 
withstanding are,  and  deferve  to  be.  When 
a  king  excludes  all  his  fubjeds,  except  a  very 
few,    from    his    prefence,    he    fubjects    himfelf 

to 
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to   the    paffions    and    prejudices  of  thefe    few  : 
for    all    men    have   their  foibles  and   prejudices, 
even  the    good   not  excepted.     Befides  he   is  at 
the  mercy  of  flanderers  and   tale-bearers,  a  bafe 
malignant  fort  of  people,  full  of  venom,  poifon- 
ing   the    moft    innocent    actions,    exaggerating 
trifles,     who,    rather     than     not     do     mifchief, 
will    invent    falfehoods  ;     and     who    ftudy    to 
make  the  moft  of  the  diftruft  and  mean  curiofity 
of  a  weak  and  jealous  prince.      Learn  then,  my 
dear  Telemachus,  learn  to  know  mankind.    Ex- 
amine them,    make   them   talk  of  one   another, 
and  prove  them  by  little  and  little  :    but  repofe 
not  a  blind  confidence  in  any.     When  you  find 
yourfelf  miftaken  in  your  judgment  of  any  indi- 
vidual, let  it  teach  you  to  be  more  cautious  af- 
terwards ;     for  miftaken   you   will    undoubtedly 
fometimes  be ;   and   fuch  miftakes  mould    teach 
you    not  to    be    too   hafty  in  judging  either  fa- 
vourably or  unfavourably  of  any  character.    The 
bad  are    too   deep   diiTemblers   not  to  throw  the 
good  fometimes  ofF  their  guard  by  their  plaufible 
behaviour:    but    your  paft   miftakes   will    be  (o 
many  ufeful   leflbns  to  you.      When   you    have 
found  a  man  poflefled  of  virtue  and  talents,  avail 
yourfelf  of  them  without  any  fort  of  diffidence  ; 
for  men  of  honour  and  probity  are  well  pleafed 
when  they  are  accounted  fuch,   and  value  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  and  efleem  much  more  than  riches  j  but 
beware  of  fpoiling  them  by  trufting  them  with 
an  abfolute  authority.  There  are  minifters  who 
would  have  remained  virtuous,  though  now  they 
have  forfeited  that  character,  becaufe  their  maf- 
ters  have  lavifhed  on  them  too  much  wealth  and 
power.  The  prince  who  is  fo  much  Joved  by 
the  gods  as  to  find  in  his  whole  kingdom  two 
or  three  friends  of  undoubted  wifdom  and  vir- 
tue, will,  by  their  means,  foon  find  others  that 
refemble  them  to  fill  the  inferior  places.  By  the 
good  men,  whom  they  honour  with  their  con- 
fidence, they  are  apprized  of  what  they  could 
not  have  difcovered  themfelves  in  their  other 
fubjects."  "  But,  faid  Telemachus,  may  not  bad 
men,  as  I  have  often  heard  it  maintained,  be 
employed  if  they  have  abilities  Vs  "  Princes, * 
replied  Mentor,  "  are  often  obliged  to  employ 
them.  During  public  diforders  and  confufions, 
vicious  but  artful  men  often  get  into  places  of 
great  power  and  authority,  of  which  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  divert  them,  as  they  have  ac- 
quired the  confidence  of  certain  perfons  of  hio-h 
rank,  who  mufl  not  be  difgufted  :  thefe  wicked 
men,  therefore,  mud  be  kept  in  good  humour, 
becaufe  they  are  dreaded  ;  and  might,  if  pro- 
voked, throw  every  thing  into  confufion.  There 
is,  therefore,   a   neceffity  of  employing  them  for 
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a  time  ;  but  then  a  resolution  mould  be  taken, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  render  them,  by  degrees, 
incapable  of  doing  harm.  But  fuch  men  ought 
never  to  have  the  rtal  confidence  of  a  prince,  as 
they  might  abufe  it,  and  yet  could  not  be  dif- 
graced,  by  being  in  his  fecrets  ;  by  which  they 
hold  him  in  a  chain  ftronger  than  thofe  of  iron. 
Employ  them  in  negotiations  of  an  inferior  kind  ; 
ufe  them  well  ;  and  engage  them  by  their  very 
paflions  to  be  faithful  to  you  ;  for  this  is  the 
only  tie  by  which  they  can  be  held  :  but  never 
admit  them  to  your  moft  fecret  deliberations. 
Have  always  a  fpring  by  which  they  can  be 
moved  according  to  your  views  :  but  never  trufl 
them  with  the  key  of  your  heart,  or  your  af- 
fairs. After  peace  and  order  are  re-efta- 
blifhed  in  the  ftate,  and  wife  and  upright  men 
are  verted  with  the  adminiftration,  thofe  of  bad 
characters,  whom  you  was  obliged  to  employ, 
may  be  fafcly  laid  afide.  But  they  muft  not  even 
then  be  ill  ufed  ;  for  ingratitude  can  never  be 
juftified  even  towards  bad  men  :  but  while  you 
treat  them  kindly,  you  ought  to  endeavour  to 
reform  their  minds.  Certain  defects  that  men 
are  feldom  without,  you  muft  overlook  ;  but  you 
muft  gradually  extend  your  authority,  and  pre- 
vent the  mifchief,  which  they  would  do  openly, 
if  not  checked.     It  is   an  evil,  after  all,  to  have 

even 


OF    TELEMACHUS.         337 

even  good  done  by  bad  men  ;  but  though  it  is 
an  evil  often  unavoidable,  yet  we  fhould  en- 
deavour to  put  a  flop  to  it  as  foon  as  poffible. 
A  wife  prince,  who  aims  at  nothing  but  order 
and  juftice,  will,  in  time,  be  able  to  aft  with- 
out corrupt  and  deceitful  agents  -3  and  will  find 
a  fufficient  number  of  fuch  as  have  both  ability 
and  virtue.  But  it  is  not  enough  to  find  out 
men  of  merit  in  a  nation  ;  fuch  ought  alfo  to 
be  formed."  "  That,"  faid  Telemachus, 
"  muft  be  a  matter  of  great  difficulty."  "  Not 
at  all,"  replied  Mentor;  M  for  by  the  pains  you 
take  to  fearch  for  able  and  virtuous  men,  in 
order  to  prefer  them,  you  ftimulate  and  animate 
all  who  have  fpirit  and  talents,  fo  that  they  ex- 
ert themfelves  to  the  utmofr.  How  many  lan- 
guifh  in  indolence  and  obfcurity,  who  would 
become  great  men,  were  they  excited  by  emu- 
lation, and  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  ?  How  many 
are  tempted  to  try  to  raife  themfelves  by  indirect 
methods  from  poverty,  becaufe  they  find  it  im- 
poffible  to  raife  themfelves  by  virtue  ?  If  then 
you  mall  diftinguifh  virtue  and  genius  by  ho- 
nours and  rewards,  what  numbers  of  your  fub- 
je<Sts  will  endeavour  to  attain  thefe  qualifica- 
tions !  how  many  good  fubjec~ts  too  may  be  form- 
ed by  advancing  them  ftep  by  flep  from  the 
Ioweft  to  the  higheft  employments  \  thereby  you 
will  exercife  their  talents,  difcover  the  extent  of 
Vol,  II.  Q.  their 
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their  capacity,  and  try  the  fincerity  of  their  vir- 
tue. Thofc  who  will  at  laft  fill  the  higheft  of- 
fices, will  be  fuch  as  have  been  trained  up  under 
your  eye  in  the  inferior  ftations,  whom  you  have 
obferved  all  your  life,  as  they  rofe  from  one  ftep 
to  another  ;  fo  that  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
of  them,  not  by  what  they  fay  of  themfelves, 
but  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  life  and  actions." 
While  Mentor  thus  inftructed  Telemachus,  they 
obferved  a  Pheacian  vefTel  which  had  put  into 
a  little  barren  defart  ifle  furrounded  by  fright- 
ful rocks.  At  the  fame  time  the  wind  falling 
and  even  the  gentle  Zephyrs  with-holding  their 
breath,  the  whole  fea  became  as  fmooth  as  glafs, 
the  flagging  fails  were  unable  to  keep  the  (hip 
in  motion,  nor  were  the  efforts  of  the  weary 
rowers  more  effectual.  It  was  therefore  thought 
advisable  to  put  into  that  ifle,  which  was  rather 
a  rock,  than  a  place  fit  for  the  habitation  of 
man.  Had  the  weather  been  lefs  calm,  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  to  land  without  great  dan- 
ger, The  Pheacians  were  waiting  for  a  wind, 
and  feemed  no  lefs  impatient  than  the  Salentines 
to  proceed  upon  their  voyage.  Telemachus 
advancing  to  them  over  thefe  rugged  rocks, 
immediately  afked  the  f.rft  he  came  to,  whether 
he  had  not  feen  Ulyfres,  king  of  Ithaca,  at  the 
court  of  ki:ig  Alcinous.  The  perjbn  whom  he 
happened  to  accoft    was   not    a  Pheacian,    but  a 
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ftranger  of  a  majeftic,  but  penfive  melancholy 
air.  He  feemed  very  thoughtful,  and  at  firft 
took  little  notice  of  the  queftion  5  but  he  af- 
terwards made  this  reply  ;  "  You  are  not  mif- 
taken  in  fuppofing  that  UlyfTes  was  entertained 
by  king  Alcinou?,  who  fears  the  gods,  and 
pra&ifes  the  virtues  of  hofpitality  :  but  he  is 
not  with  him  now,  and  therefore  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  go  thither  in  queft  of  him.  He  has  em- 
barked on  his  return  to  Ithaca,  provided  the 
Deftiniesj  appeafed,  will  at  laft  allow  him  to  fa- 
lute  his  houfhold  gods."  The  ftranger  had 
no  fooner  pronounced  thefe  words  with  a  me- 
lancholy accent*  than  he  hurried  away  into  a 
thicket  on  the  top  of  a  rock,  whence  he  atten- 
tively furveyed  the  fea,  avoiding  all  fociety, 
and  feeming  impatient  to  be  gone.  Telemachus 
gazed  at  him  with  great  earneftnefs,  and  the 
more  he  looked,  the  more  his  emotion  and  af- 
tonifhment  increafed.  u  That  ftranger,"  faid  he 
to  Mentor,  "  anfwered  me  like  one  who  hardly 
hears  what  is  faid  to  him,  and  labours  under 
fome  great  affliction.  I  fympathize  with  the 
unhappy,  fince  I  have  been  fomyfelf;  but  I 
feel  an  extraordinary  concern  for  this  man,  the 
caufe  of  which  I  cannot  explain.  Yet  he 
{hewed  little  regard  to  me,  for  he  hardly  deign- 
ed to  hear  or  anfwer  the  queftions  I  afked. 
However,  I  cannot  help  wifhing  that   his  mis- 

Q.2  fortunes 
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fortunes   were   at    an    end."      Mentor  failing, 
replied  :    "  Such  are  the  happy  effects  of  adver- 
fity  ;    it  teaches  princes  moderation,    and    makes 
them  feel    for  others.     When    they    have    never 
drank    but    from    the    fweet    poifoned    cup    of 
profperity,    they  look  upon  themfelves    as   gods, 
and   would    have   the  mountains  humble  them- 
felves   into   plains    to   pleafe   them  j    they  make 
no  account  of  men,   and   expect  that  all  nature 
fhould  be  fubfervient  to  their  will.    When  men- 
tion is  made  of  diftrefs,   they  know  not   what  it 
means  :   they  have   no  idea  of  it,   having  never 
known    the    difference    betwixt   happinefs    and 
mifery.      It  is  misfortune  alone  that  can   teach 
them  humanity,  and  foften  their  obdurate  hearts. 
They   then  find    they   are   but    men,   and   that 
they  ought  to  ftudy  the  eafe    and   happinefs   of 
other  men,  their  fellows  of  creation.    If  a  Gran- 
ger feems   to    merit    your  compaffion,    becaufe, 
like  yourfelf,   he   hath  been  a  wanderer,  and   is 
now  detained  in  this  ifle  j    how  much  more  de- 
ferving  of  it  ought  the  people    of  Ithaca  to  ap- 
pear,  when  you  fhall   hereafter  fee  them  in  dif- 
trefs  ?    That    people,    which    will    be   entrufled 
by  the  gods  to  your  care,  as  a  flock  is  to  a  fhep- 
herd,  may,  perhaps,  be  made  miferable    by  your 
ambition,  your  oftentation,  or  imprudence  ;    for 
if  a  nation  fuffers,  it  is  owing  to  the  mal-admi- 
niftration  of  its  rulers,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  watch 

over 
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over  it,  and  prevent  its  fufFering."   While  Men- 
tor fpoke   to  this  effect,   Telemachus  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief  and   vexation  :   but  at   laft 
he  thus    replied   with    fome   emotion  :    "  If  all 
that   you  fay   is  true,   the  condition  of  a  king  is 
very  wretched  ;   for  he  is   the  flave  of  all  thofe 
whom  he  feems  to  command.     He   is  appointed 
rather    to    ferve   than    to  command   them.      He 
muft    devote   himfelf  entirely   to  their    intereft, 
and    fupply    all    their  wants ;    he   is   in  fine  the 
fervant   of   the   (late    and    of  every    individual. 
He    muft   accommodate  himfelf  to  their    weak- 
nefies  ;    correct   them   with   the    tendernefs  of  a 
father,   and  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to  make  them 
wife    and    happy.       The    authority    which    he 
feems  to  exercife  is  not  his  own  ;    he  cannot  do 
any  thing  merely  for  his  own  glory  or  pleafure  : 
his  authority    is    derived    from  the  laws,   which 
he  muft  obey,   and  thereby  fet    a  good  example 
to  his  fubjecls.      Properly    fpeaking,    he    is    no 
other  than  the  guardian    of   the  laws,    who  en- 
forces their  execution  ;    for  which   end  he  muft 
watch    and    labour    without   ceafing  :    he  is  the 
man  the  leaft  at  his  own  difpofal,  the  leaft   free 
from  care  and  bufinefs  of  any  in  his  dominions. 
He  is  a  flave,  who  hath  facrificed  his  liberty  and 
repofe  to  the  happinefs  and  liberty  of  the   pub- 
Wc.         "True  it  is,"  replied  Mentor,    "  a  king 
is  fuch  only,  in  order  to  take  care  of  his  peo- 

Q.3  P^> 
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pie,  as  a  fhepherd  tends  his  flock,  or  a  father 
fuperintends  his  family.  But,  my  dear  Tele- 
machus,  does  he  appear  to  you  unhappy,  be«* 
caufe  he  is  charged  with  promoting  the  good  of 
fuch  a  number  of  people  ?  The  wicked  he  pu- 
milus,  and  the  good  he  rewards,  and  thus  re- 
prefents  the  gods  in  leading  mankind  to  virtue. 
Has  he  not  glory  enough  in  maintaining  and 
executing  the  laws  ?  To  attempt  to  fet  himfelf 
above  the  laws,  is  aiming  at  a  falfe  glory,  which 
produces  nothing  hut  horror  and  contempt.  If 
he  is  wicked,  he  muft  necefTarily  be  miferable  \ 
for,  by  gratifying  his  pafiions  and  his  vanity, 
he  muft  d;frroy  his  peace.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  virtuous,  it  mud  yield  him  the  moft 
pure  and  moil  folid  of  all  pleafures,  to  la- 
bour in  promoting  virtue,  and  to  expect  an 
eternal  reward  from  the  gods."  Telemachus 
being  agitated  by  a  fecret  uneaiinefs,  feemed  as 
if  he  had  never  been  inftru&ed  in  thefe  maxims, 
although  he  had  been  taught  them  often,  and 
had  himfelf  recommended  them  to  others.  A 
peevifli  captious  humour  made  him,  contrary  to 
his  real  fentiments,  cavil,  and  endeavour  to  re- 
fute the  maxims  that  Mentor  urged.  To  the 
arguments,  therefore,  advanced  by  the  fage, 
Telemachus  oppofed  the  ingratitude  of  mankind. 
"  What  !  faid  he,  take  fo  much  pains  to  gain 
the  Jove  of  mankind,   and   yet  be    difappointed 

after 
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after  all  ;    and  to  do    good  to  wicked  men,   who 
will  turn   your    very   benefit   againft  yourfelf  r" 
Mentor    replied    to   him    calmly   thus  :    "  You 
muft  lay  your  account    with    the    ingratitude  of 
mankind,  and  yet  not  be  difcouraged  by  it  from 
doing  good  :    you  muft  ftudy   their  welfare,  not 
fo  much  for  their  own  fakes,  as  for  the    fake   of 
the  gods,   who  have  commanded  it.       The  good 
that  one   does    is  never  thrown  away.      If  men 
forget  it,    the  gods  will  remember  and  reward  it. 
Further,  if  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  ungrateful,. 
there  are  always  fome  good  men    who  will  have 
a  due  {enk  of  your  virtue.     Even  the  multitude, 
though  fickle  and  capricious,  does  not  fail  fooner 
or  later  to  do  juftice,  in  fome  meafure,    to    true 
virtue  :    but  would  you    prevent  the   ingratitude 
of  men  ?    Do   not   labour    folely  to    make  then 
powerful,  rich,  formidable  in  war,  and   to  pro- 
cure   them    the   pleafures    of    luxury  ;    for    that 
power  and  wealth,   and  thofe  pleafures  will  cor- 
rupt,  and    render  them  ftill  more   vicious,    and 
confequently   more    ungrateful.       It    is    making 
them    a  fatal  prefent,   and  furnifhing  them  with 
a  delicious  poifon.       But  exert  your  utmoft  en- 
deavours to  reform  their  manners,  and  to  infpire 
them  with  the  love  of  juftice,  with  fincerity,  the 
fear  of  the  gods,  humanity,  fidelity,  moderation, 
and  difintereftednefs.      By   making  them  virtu- 
ous,   you    will   prevent   their  being  ungrateful, 
V  0.4  and 
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and  will  procure  them  the  mod  fubflantial  of 
all  bleflings,  namely  virtue  ;  which,  if  genuine, 
will  always  attach  them  to  him  to  whom  they 
are  indebted  for  it.  Thus  by  procuring  them 
the  folid  advantages  of  virtue,  you  will  do  your- 
felf  a  fervice,  and  will  have  no  occafion  to  ap- 
prehend their  ingratitude.  Is  it  furprifing, 
that  thofe  princes  find  men  ungrateful,  who  fet 
them  no  examples  but  of  injuftice,  boundlefs 
ambition,  jealoufy  of  their  neighbours,  inhu- 
manity, haughtinefs,  and  perfidy  ?  A  prince 
cannot  expect  they  fhould  act  otherwife  than  as 
he  hath  taught  them.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  wrould  endeavour  by  his  example  and 
authority  to  make  them  good,  he  would  reap; 
the  fruit  of  his  labour  in  their  virtue  ;  or  at 
Ieaft  he  would  find  in  his  own,  and  in  the  fa- 
vour of  the  gods,  wherewithal  to  comfort  him 
for  his  difappointments."  As  foon  as  Mentor 
had  done  fpeaking,  Telemachus  advanced  haftily 
towards  the  Pheacians,  whofe  fhip  lay  at  an- 
chor upon  the  coaft.  Accofting  one  of  them 
who  was  advanced  in  years,  he  afked  him 
whence  they  came,  whither  they  were  bound, 
and  if  they  had  not  feen  UlyfTes.  The  old  man 
thus  replied  :  "  We  are  come  from  our  own 
ifle,  which  is  that  of  the  Pheacians,  and  are 
bound  for  the  coaft  of  Epire  to  take  in  mer- 
chandize.    UlyfTes,   as    you  was    told    already, 

pafTed 
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pafled  fome  time  in  our  ifle,  but  is  fince  gone." 


(C 


Who  is  that  man,"  faid  Telemachus,  "  who 
looks  fo  melancholy,  and  feeks  the  mod  folitary 
part    of   the  ifle,  waiting   for  the  ihip's   depart- 
ing ?"   "   He  is,"    faid  the  old  man,    "  a  ftran- 
ger,    unknown  to  us  :    but  they  fay  his  name   is 
Cleomenes  ;    that  he  was  born  in  Phrygia  :  that 
before  his  birth   his   mother  was  told  by  an  ora- 
cle that  he  would    be  a   king,   provided   he  did 
not  continue    in    his   own   country  ;    but   if  he 
did,    that   the   Phrygians    would  feel    the  wrath 
of  the  gods  in  a  cruel  peftilence.      His  parents, 
therefore,  as  foon  as  he  was  born,  gave   him   to 
fome  mariners,   who  carried  him  to   the  ifle  of 
Lefbos,    where  he  was  brought  up   in   fecret  at 
the  expence  of  his  country,   which  it  fo   highly 
concerned    to    keep    him    at   a   diftance.     In    a 
fhort  time  he  became  tall,  ftrong,  comely,   and 
expert  at  all  bodily  exercifes.      He  applied  him- 
Cdf  alfo  to  the  fciences  and  fine  arts  with  great 
fuccefs,    as  he  had  both  genius   and    tafte  :    but 
no  country  will  fuffer  him  to  fettle   in  it.    The 
prediction  concerning  him  came  to  be  generally 
known,  fo  that  he  was  taken  notice  of  wherever 
he  went.      The  kings  of   the   countries   which 
he  vifits   are    all    afraid   of  being    dethroned  by 
him,   fo  that   he   has  been  continually  wander- 
ing about    fince   he  grew  up   to    man's  eftate  ; 
no  place  where  he  appears  fufFering  him  to  make 
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any  long  ftay   in   it.      He    has    been    often    in 
countries    at   a    great    diftance    from    his    own. 
But  fcarce  is  he  arrived   in    any    place,    before 
the   ftory    of    his   birth   and   of  the    oracle  are 
known.     In  vain  does   he  conceal   himfelf,  and 
chufe  fome   obfcure  way   of  life  in  the    places 
which  he  vifits ;    his    talents    for    war,    letters, 
and  the  moft  important  afFairs,  they  fay,  always 
bring  him  to  light  in  fpite  of  himfelf;   and   in 
every   country    fome   unforefeen  occafton    drags 
him,  as  it  were,  to   public   view.      His    misfor- 
tunes  are    owing  to  his  merit,    which  occafions 
his  being  dreaded  and  excluded  from  every  place 
where  he  would  chufe  to  fettle.     It  is  his  lot  to 
be  efteemed,  beloved,  and  admired  every   where, 
and  yet  no  where    permitted    to    refide.       He  is 
now  pretty  well    advanced    in  years,    yet  has  he 
not  been  able  to  find  any  corner,  either  in  Greece 
or  Afia,   where  he    could  live  quiet,    though  he 
does  not    appear    to  have  any  ambition,   or   to 
covet  wealth.     He  would    have  been   very   glad 
that  the  oracle  had    not  promifed  him  a  crown, 
and  he   has   no   hopes  of- ever  feeing  his  native 
country,    as  he  knows    that    his    returning   thi- 
ther  would    occafion    affliction    and    diftrefs    in 
every  family.     Even    a  crown  does    not   appear 
to    him  a   thing    much  to  be  defired,    and    yet, 
unhappily    for  him,    the  promife    of  it    obliges 
him,  much  againft  his  inclination,    to  be  conti- 
nually 
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nually  pafTing  from  one  kingdom  to  another, 
while  it  ftill  feems  to  fly  before  him,  ftill  to 
elude  his  grafp,  though  he  now  begins  to  grow 
old.  The  fatal  promife  of  the  gods  embitters 
all  his  happinefs,  and  is  the  caufe  of  nothing 
but  forrow  and  chagrin  to  him,  at  an  age  when 
men's  bodily  infirmities  require  repofe.  He  fays 
he  is  going  to  Thrace,  to  look  for  fome  favage 
uncultivated  people,  whom  he  may  bring  to- 
gether, civilize,  and  govern  for  a  few  years  ;. 
after  which,  the  oracle  being  fulfilled,  they  will 
have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  him  in  the  mod 
flourifhino-  ftates.  He  then  intends  to  retire  to 
a  village  in  Caria,  and  apply  himfelf  to  agri- 
culture, of  which  he  is  extremely  fond.  He  is 
a  man  of  wifdom  and  moderation,  who  fears  the 
gods,  and  knows  mankind,  and  how  to  live 
with  them  in  peace,  though  he  has  little  efteem 
for  them.  Such  is  the  account  they  give  of  the 
ftranger,  of  whom  you  defned  to  be  informed." 
During  this  difcourfe,  Telemachus  was  often 
turning  his  eyes  towards  the  fea,  which  the 
winds  began  to  agitate,  lifting  up  the  waves 
and  dafhing  them  againft  the  rocks,  which  they 
whitened  with  their  foam„  That  inftant  the 
fenior  fais!  to  Telemachus  :  c<  I  muft  be  gone  ;. 
my  companions  cannot  wait  for  me  any  lon- 
ger." So  faying,  he  ran  directly  to  the  ihore, 
where  he  embarked  amidft  a  confufed  noife,, 
Q^6  occafion.- 
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occafioned  by  the  eagernefs  of  the  failors  to  get 
under  fail.  As  for  the  ftranger,  he  had  been 
for  fome  time  fauntering  about  in  the  middle  of 
the  ifland,  climbing  to  the  top  of  every  rock, 
and  from  thence  contemplating,  in  a  very  me- 
lancholy thoughtful  manner,  the  wide-extended 
fea.  Telemachus  had  never  loft  fight  of  him  ; 
but  obferved  every  ftep  he  took.  He  could  not 
help  fympathizing  with  a  man,  virtuous,  and 
qualified  for  the  higheft  ftations,  yet  unhappy  • 
the  fport  of  fortune,  continually  tofTed  about, 
and  excluded  from  his  native  country.  "  I 
may  hope,  at  leafr,"  faid  he  to  himfelf,  "  to 
fee  Ithaca  again  ;  but  this  Cleomenes  can  never 
hope  to  fee  Phrygia  any  more."  Thus  was  the 
uneafinefs  of  Telemachus  fomewbat  alleviated 
by  lighting  on  a  man  ftill  more  unhappy  than 
himfelf.  That  man  now  feeing  his  fhip  ready 
to  fail,  defcended  from  the  craggy  rocks  with, 
as  much  fpeed  and  agility  as  Apollo  in  the  fo- 
refts  of  Lycia,  with  his  flaxen  hair  tied  behind,. 
fkipsover  the  precipices,  to  (hoot  with  his  arrows 
the  flags  and  wild  boars.  In  a  moment  he  is  on 
board  the  fhip,  which  putting  to  fea,  ploughs 
the  briny  waves,  and  leaves  the  land  far  behind. 
Then  did  a  fecret  impreflion  of  forrow  invade 
the  heart  of  Telemachus,  who  grieved  he  knew 
not  why.  The  tears  trickled  from  his  eyes,  and 
nothing  gave  him  fo  much  pleafure  as  weeping. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time  he  obferved   all   the   Salentine 
mariners  ftretched  upon  the  grafs  and  faft  afleep, 
from  wearinefs  and  fatigue.     Balmy  fl umber  had 
taken  poiTemon    of  all  their   members,  and    by 
the  power  of  Minerva  all  the  poppies  of  the  hu- 
mid night  had  fhed  their  influence  upon   them, 
even    in   broad  day.      He   was   furprifed   to  fee 
the  Salentines  feized  with  fo  univerfal  a  drow- 
finefs,   while   the  Pheacians  had   been   fo  active 
and  alert  in  laying  hold  of  the  favourable  wind  : 
yet,  fo  much  was  his  attention   engrofTed  by  the 
Pheacian    veffel,   now  ready  to  difappear  amidfl: 
the  waves,    that   he   never  thought    of  going  to 
wake  the  Salentines.     A  fecret  admiration  and 
uneafinefs  kept  his  eyes  ftill  fo   attentively  fix- 
ed  upon  that  vcffdy    though  now  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance,  that  he  could  barely  diftinguifh  the  white 
fails  upon  the  azure  deep  :    he  did  not  even  hear 
Mentor  when  he  fpoke  to  him,  being  rapt  in  a 
kind  of  tranfport   like   that    of   the    Msenades, 
when  they  brandifh  the    thyrfes,   and  make  the 
banks  of  Hebrus,  and  the  mountains  of  Ifmarus 
and    Rhodope,   echo   with  their  mad   howlino-s 
At  laft  he    recovered    a    little  from  this  kind  of 
inchantment  ;    and  the   tears    began    to   trickle 
down  his  cheeks.      Then  Mentor  thus  addrefTed 
him  :     "  I  am    not   furprifed,  my    dear    Tele- 
machus,  to  fee  you  weep  ;   for  though   the  caufe 
of  your  grief  is    unknown  to  you,  it  is  not  fo 

to 
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to  me.  It  is  nature  that  fpeaks  and  works  in 
you  :  what  you  feel  in  your  heart  comes  from 
her.  The  ftranger,  who  occafioned  all  that 
emotion,  is  no  other  than  the  great  UlylTes 
himfelf  ;  and  the  ftory  which  the  old  Pheacian 
told  you  of  him  under  the  name  of  Cleomenes, 
is  a  mere  fi&ion,  invented  to  conceal  his  return 
to  his  own  dominions,  He  is  going  directly 
to  Ithaca,  where  he  is  already  almoft  arrived, 
and  within  fight  of  thofe  places  which  he  hath 
fo  long  wifhed  to  fee.  Your  eyes  have  (cen 
him,  as  it  was  heretofore  foretold  you,  but 
without  knowing  him.  In  a  fhort  time,  how- 
ever, you  fhall  both  fee  him  and  know  him,  and 
be  known  by  him„  The  gods  did  not  think 
fit  that  you  (hould  recognize  him  in  any  other 
place  but  Ithaca.  His  heart  was  no  lefs  af- 
fected than  yours  ;  but  he  was  too  wife  to  dif- 
eover  himfelf  in  a  place  where  he  might  have 
been  betrayed,  and  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the 
cruel  fuitors  of  Penelope.  He  is  of  all  men 
the  moft  fagacious  ;  and  his  heart  is  like  a  bot- 
tomlefs  pit,  from  which  his  fecrets  cannot  be 
drawn.  Though  he  is  a  lover  of  truth,  and 
never  offends  againft  it,  yet  he  fpeaks  no  more 
of  it  than  is  neceiTary  :  and  wifdom,  like  a  feal, 
prevents  his  lips  from  uttering  any  thing  idle  or 
ufelefs.  How  much  was  he  moved  when  he 
/poke  to  you  !   how  much  did  he  fuffer  by   fee- 
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ino-  you,   and    not  discovering   himfelf  to  you  ! 
it   was    that   which  occafioned    his   melancholy 
and  dejection."      During  this   difcourfe,    Tele- 
machus  felt  fuch  emotion   and   diftrefs,  that  he 
ihed  a  flood  of  tears,   and    fobbed   fo   violently, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  fpeak  for  a  long  timej 
but   at   laft    he   exclaimed  :.    "  Alas  !    my  dear 
Mentor,   I    felt   fomething  that   attracted  me  in 
a  furprifing  manner  to   that  ftranger,   and  made 
my  bowels  yearn  !    but  why  did  not  you  let  me 
know  before   his    departure  that  he  was  Ulyffesr 
itnce  you    knew   it  ?    How  could  you    let    him 
go    without    fpeaking  to  him,   or  pretending  ta 
know  him  ?    What   is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ? 
Am  I  doomed  to  be  always  unhappy  ?    Will  the 
ofFended  gods  treat  rae  as  they  punifh  Tantalus, 
from   whofe  eager  thirfty  lips  the  delufive  water 
flies   whenever  he  attempts  to  drink  ?    Ulyfles  ! 
Ulyfles  !    have  I  loft  you    for  ever  ?    Perhaps   I 
fhall    never    fee  you    more  !    perhaps   Penelope'3 
lovers  will  draw  you  into  the  ambufhes   which 
they  were   laying    for   me  !    had   I    gone   along 
with  you,    I  (hould  at   lead    have  perifhed  with 
you  !  O  Ulyffes  !  Ulyfles  !    if  the  ftormy  winds 
do  not  wreck  your  vefTel  on   fome   rock,  (for  I 
have  every  thing  to  apprehend  from  the  malice 
of  fortune)  I   tremble   left   on    your   arrival   at 
Ithaca,   your  fate  (hould    be  as  tragical  as    was 
that  of  Agamemnon,  on  his  arrival  at  Mycenae. 

But 
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But  why,  my  dear  Mentor,  did  you  envy  me 
the  happinefs  of  knowing  my  father  ?  Had  you 
difcovered  him  to  me,  I  mould  now  have  been 
in  his  arms  embracing  him,  and  in  the  port  of 
Ithaca,  ready  to  afiift  him  againft  ail  his  ene- 
mies." To  this  expoftulation  Mentor  replied 
with  a  fmile  :  "  Obferve,  my  dear  Telemachus, 
how  oddly  men  are  made.  You  are  now  incon- 
folable,  becaufe  you  have  feen  your  father  with- 
out knowing  him.  What  would  you  not  have 
given  yefterday  to  have  been  aiTured  that  he 
was  ftill  alive  ?  To-day  you  have  had  the  evi- 
dence of  your  own  eyes  for  it,  and  yet  this 
evidence,  inftead  of  giving  the  greateft  joy,  as 
it  ought,  overwhelms  you  with  grief.  Thus 
do  capricious,  discontented  mortals  undervalue 
what  they  moll:  eagerly  defired  ;  as  foon  as  they 
are  in  poffeflion  of  it,  and  are  ingenious  in  find- 
ing fcmething  to  torment  themfelves  for,  which 
they  are  not  in  pofleflion  of.  It  is  to  exercife 
your  patience,  that  the  gods  thus  fufpend  the 
gratification  of  your  wifhes  ;  and  the  time  which 
you  now  count  loft,  will  afterwards  be  of  the 
greateft  fervice  to  you,  as  it  habituates  you  to 
a  virtue  the  moil:  necefTary  of  any  for  thofe 
that  are  born  to  fovereign  fway.  To  gain  the 
command  either  of  ourfelves,  or  others,  we  muft 
have  patience.  Impatience,  which  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  ftrength  and  vigour  of  mind,   is,    in 
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reality,  but  weaknefs,  and  an  inability  to  bear 
misfortune.  He  who  knows  not  how  to  wait, 
and  to  fuffer,  is  like  him  who  knows  not  how 
to  keep  a  fecret  ;  both  of  them  want  refolution, 
and  may  be  compared  to  a  man  who  drives  a 
chariot,  and  has  not  ftrength  or  fkill  to  ftop, 
when  neceftary,  the  fprightly  fteeds.  No  lon- 
ger fubjeft  to  the  reins,  they  rum  down  fomc 
dangerous  precipice,  and  crufh  the  feeble  driver 
in  the  fall.  Thus  the  impatient  man  is,  by 
his  violent  ungoverned  paflions,  precipitated  into 
an  abyfs  of  misfortunes  ;  and  the  greater  his 
power  is,  the  more  he  fuffers  by  his  impatience. 
He  will  not  wait  for  any  thing  ;  he  will  not 
take  time  to  weigh  or  examine  any  thing,  and 
he  will  be  gratified  immediately  in  every  thing; 
breaking  down  the  branches  to  gather  the  fruit 
before  it  is  ripe  ;  and  burfting  open  doors,  ra- 
ther than  wait  till  they  are  opened.  When  the 
fagacious  hufbandman  is  only  fowing,  this  im- 
patient man  mull  reap  ;  and,  as  every  thing  he 
does,  is  done  in  hafte,  and  unfeafonably,  it  is 
ill  done,  and  cannot  be  durable,  any  more  than 
his  ever-varying  defires.  Such  is  the  abfurd 
conduct  of  the  man  who  thinks  nothing  with- 
out the  reach  of  his  power,  which  he  abufes, 
by  giving  a  loofe  to  his  impatient  defires.  It  is 
in  order  to  teach  you  patience,  my  dear  Tele- 
machus,  that  the  gods  oblige  you  to  praclife  it 


354      THE    ADVENTURES 

fo  much,  and  feem  to  make  fport  of  you,  by 
keeping  you  continually  wandering  about  in 
fuipence  and  uncertainty.  The  happinefs  you 
hope  for,  prefents  itfelf,  as  it  were,  to  your  view, 
and  immediately  difappears,  like  a  dream,  when 
one  wakes  in  the  morning  :  to  teach  you,  that 
the  things  which  we  often  think  ourfelves  quite 
fure  of,  vanifh  and  are  loft  in  a  moment.  The 
wifeft  lefibns  which  Ulyfles  can  give  you,  will 
not  be  found  fo  inftruclive  as  his  long  abfence, 
and  the  hardihips  you  have  fufTered  in  fearching 
for  him."  Mentor  then  refolved  to  put  the 
patience  ofTelemachus  to  the  laft,  but  fevereft 
trial.  At  the  very  inftant  when  the  young  man 
was  going  in  a  hurry  to  defire  the  failors  to 
haften  their  departure,  Mentor  flopped  him,  and 
propofed  a  great  facrifice  to  Minerva  on  the 
fhore.  Telemachus  readily  complying,  two  al- 
tars of  turf  were  raifed,  on  which  the  blood  of 
victims  was  flied,  and  incenfe  burnt.  With 
tender  fighs,  Telemachus  looking  towards  hea- 
ven, implored  the  protection  of  the  goddefs,  of 
which  he  was  immediately  fenfible  :  for  no 
fooner  was  the  facrifice  over,  than  following 
Mentor  into  the  gloomy  paths  of  a  neighbouring 
grove,  he  perceived  that  the  countenance  of 
bis  friend,  all  of  a  fudden,  aflumed  a  new  form  ; 
the  wrinkles  of  his  forehead  began  to  difa£>pear, 
like  the  fhades  of  night   when  the  rofy-fingered 
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Aurora  opens  the  gates  of  the  Eaft,  and  fets. 
the  horizon  all  on  fire.  His  ftern,  hollow  eyes 
were  changed  into  others  of  a  celeftial  blue, 
replete  with  fire  divine  ;  his  grey,  neglected 
beard,  now  difoppeared,  and  noble  majeftic  fea- 
tures, foftened  with  a  mixture  of  grace  and 
fweetnefs,  prefented  themfelves  to  the  eyes  of 
the  aftonifhed  Telemachu?,  who  immediately 
perceived  that  it  was  a  female  countenance, 
with  a  complexion  more  delicate  and  fmooth 
than  that  of  a  tender  flower  that  hath  juft  open- 
ed its  bofom  to  the  fun.  The  whitenefs  of  the 
]ily  was  blended  in  it  with  the  vivid  blufh  of 
the  role  ;  and  the  charms  of  eternal  youth  were 
heightened  by  an  air  of  eafy  unaffected  majefty. 
Her  loofe  flowing  hair  diffufed  all  around  an 
odour  of  ambrofia,  and  her  garments  difplayed 
thofe  bright  colours  with  which  the  fun  at  his 
rifing  tinges  the  fable  vault  of  heaven,  and  gilds- 
the  clouds.  The  goddefs  did  not  touch  the 
ground  with  her  feet,  but  glided  lightly  through, 
the  air,  as  a  bird  on  the  wing.  In  her  power- 
ful hand  fhe  brandifhed  a  glittering  lance,  capa- 
ble of  making  the  moft  warlike  cities  and  na- 
tions tremble,  and  even  of  ftriking  terror  into 
Mars  himfelf.  Her  voice  was  fweet  and  even, 
yet  ftrong  and  affecting  ;  and  all  her  words 
were  like  fiery  darts  that  pierced  the  heart  of 
Telemachus,  and  produced  in  it  a  kind  of  me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy  agreeable  fenfation.  On  the  top  of 
her  helmet  appeared  the  gloomy  bird  of  Athens, 
and  on  her  bread  glittered  the  terrible  aegis ;  by 
which  marks  Telemachus  knew  her  to  be  Mi- 
nerva. "  O  goddefs  !"  faid  he,  "  then  it  is 
you  yourfelf  who  have  vouchfafed  to  conduct 
the  fon  of  Ulyffes,  from  the  love  you  bore  his 
father. "  He  would  have  faid  more,  but  his 
voice  failed  him,  and  his  lips  in  vain  attempted 
to  exprefs  the  fentiments  that  flowed  impetuous 
from  his  inmoft  foul.  The  prefence  of  the 
goddefs  overpowered  him,  and  he  was  like  a 
man  who  is  fo  oppreffed  in  a  dream,  that  he  is 
fcarce  able  to  breathe,  and  altogether  incapable 
to  fpeaka  notwithflanding  the  painful  efforts  he 
makes.  At  laft  Minerva  addrefTed  him  thus  : 
<c  Son  of  UlyfTes,  hear  me  once  more,  and  for 
the  laft  time.  I  never  took  fo  much  pains  to 
inftruct  any  mortal  as  you.  I  have  led  you, 
as  it  were,  by  the  hand  through  fhipwrecks, 
unknown  lands,  bloody  wars,  and  all  the  dif- 
afters  that  the  heart  of  man  can  encounter.  I 
have  fhewn  you  by  facts,  of  which  you  was  a 
witnefs,  the  confequences  of  the  true  and  falfe 
maxims  adopted  in  government  :  and  your  er- 
rors have  been  no  lefs  ferviceable  to  you  than 
your  misfortunes.  For,  who  is  the  man  that 
can  pretend  to  rule  a    people   wifely,  who    has 

never 


OF    T  E  L  E  M  A  C  H  U  S.  357 

never  fufFered,   nor  ever  profited  by  the  fuffer- 
ings   which    his  errors   have   occafioned  ?    Like 
your   father,   you   have  filled  both  fea  and  land 
with    your  difaftrous  adventures.     Go,  you  are 
now  worthy   of  having    him    for   your   model  ; 
the    pafTage    is    fhort    and    eafy    from   hence  to 
Ithaca,  where    he    is  juft  now   arrived.      Aflift 
him  againft  his  enemies,    and    be    as  fubmiffive 
and  obedient   to  him,  as  if  you  was  the  meaneft 
of  his    fubjecls,    fetting   thereby  an  example  to 
others.     He  will  confent  to  your  efpoufing  An- 
tiope,  in  whom  you   will    be  happy,    as    having 
been   captivated   lefs    by    her   beauty,    than  her 
wifdom    and    virtue.      When   you    afcend    the 
throne,  let  the  great  object  of  your  ambition  be, 
to  renew    the   golden   age.     Let  your    ears   be 
open  to  every  one,    but  let  your  confidence  be 
confined    to   a    few.      Beware    of   trufting  too 
much  to  your  own  judgment,   and  thereby  de* 
ceiving  yourfelf  :    but  when  you    have  committ- 
ed a  miftake,    be   not    afraid  that   it   fhould   be 
known.      Love  your  people  ;   and    neglect   no- 
thing that  may  tend  to  conciliate  their  aiFeftion. 
Fear,   indeed,  is  neceflary,  where  love  is  want- 
ing ;   but,    like   violent  dangerous  remedies,  it 
ought  never  to  be  employed  but  where  neceflity 
compels.     Always  weigh   beforehand    the    con- 
fequences  of  every  thing  you  undertake.     En- 
deavour 
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deavour  to  forefee  the  greateft  misfortunes  that 
may  happen  ;  and  know,  that  true  courage  con- 
iifts  in  viewing  danger  at  a  diftance,  and  dcf- 
pifing  it,  when  it  cannot  be  avoided  :  for  he 
that  avoids  thinking  of  it  beforehand,  it  is  to 
be  feared  will  not  have  courage  to  fupport  the 
fjght  of  it  when  prefent  ;  whereas,  he  who 
forefees  all  that  can  happen,  who  prevents  all 
that  can  be  prevented,  and  calmly  encounters 
what  cannot  be  efchewed,  alone  deferves  the 
character  of  wife  and  magnanimous.  Guard 
againft  effeminacy,  oftentation,  and  profufion  j 
and  account  it  your  glory  to  maintain  a  fim- 
plicity  of  manners.  Let  your  virtues  and  your 
good  actions  be  the  ornaments  of  your  perfon 
and  palace,  and  your  guards.  Let  all  the  world 
learn  from  you  wherein  true  honour  confifts  ; 
and  remember  always  that  kings  are  not  pro- 
moted to  the  throne  to  gratify  their  own  am- 
bition, but  for  the  good  of  their  people  ;  that 
the  good  they  do  extends  to  very  remote  ages, 
and  that  the  ill  goes  on  continually  increafing 
to  lateft  pofterity.  A  weak  or  vicious  reign 
often  entails  mifery  on  feveral  generations.  But 
above  all,  be  upon  your  guard  againft  your  own 
humour  and  caprice,  which  is  an  enemy  that 
will  never  quit  you  till  death,  but  will  intrude 
into  your  counfels  and  betray  you,  if  you  liften 

to 
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to  its  fuggeftions.  It  often  occafions  the  lofs 
of  the  raoft  valuable  opportunities  ;  it  engenders 
childifh  inclinations  and  averfions,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  moft  important  confiderations  ; 
and  makes  the  moft  frivolous  reafons  determine 
the  greateft  affairs.  It  difgraces  a  man's  ta- 
lents, and  his  courage,  and  makes  him  appear 
unequal,  weak,  contemptible,  and  unfupportable. 
Beware  therefore,  O  Telemachus,  of  fuch  an 
enemy,  and  fear  the  gods.  Such  fear  is  the 
greateft  treafure  the  heart  of  man  can  be  pof- 
fefTed  of:  by  it  you  will  obtain  wifdom,  vir- 
tue, peace,  joy,  genuine  pleafures,  true  liberty, 
chearful  plenty,  and  unfpotted  glory.  I  am 
now  going  to  leave  you,  fon  of  UlyfTes  -y  but 
my  wifdom  fhall  never  leave  you,  provided  you 
always  retain  a  due  fenfe  of  your  inability  to  do 
any  thing  well  without  it.  It  is  now  time  that 
you  mould  try  to  walk  alone.  The  reafon  of 
my  parting  with  you  in  Egypt  and  at  Salentum, 
was  to  accuftom  you,  by  degrees,  to  be  without 
me,  as  children  are  weaned,  when  it  is  time  to 
take  them  from  the  bread,  and  give  them  more 
folid  food."  No  fooner  had  the  goddefs  fpoke 
thefe  words,  than  fhe  afcended  into  the  air, 
enveloped  in  a  cloud  of  gold  and  azure,  and 
difappeared.  Telemachus,  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  wonder,   and  aftonifhment,   lifted   up   his 

hands 
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hands  to  heaven,  and  threw  himfelf  proftrate  on 
the  ground  :  then  he  went  and  waked  the  fhip's 
crew,  commanded  them  to  put  to  fea  imme- 
diate! ;  arrived  at  Ithaca  ;  and  found  his  father 
at  the  houfe  of  his  faithful  friend  Eumeus. 
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